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"LORD, 


Aving, matty Years agori 
_ when. your Learned. and 
, M- Jadicious Treatiſe of the 
2; P> Lawsof Nature was firſt 
pblhcd, carefully peruſed it tomy 
great ſatisfaction, I 6 thought. is 
necelary. to. make, an; Epitome, of 
Abridgment at 1t, as well for my 
gw. better . es Yu as that 
pT -:- 3 I 


. The Epiſtle Dedtcatory. © 
I believed it might be alſo uſeful, 
, as an Introduction to- Echicks, for 
ſome near Relations of mine, for 
whom I then deſigned it- Theſe 
Papers, after they 'had, lain, by me 
ſeveral - Years, I happened to ſhew 
© fome Frichds of niifie ,” ( affl 
in particular to the Honourabfe 
Mr. Boyle; ) who fo well approved 
of the Undertaking, that they en- 
' couraged me-to make it publick, 'as 
that which might give great ſatif- 
faction to thoſe of the Nobiliry;and 
Gentry of our own Nation, (as well | 
as others of a lower rank): who'ei- 
ther do. not underſtand Latin, ,or 
clſe had: rather read Epitomes' of 
greater Works, than'take the Pains 
to peruſe the Originals. Which Task, 
tho' not very grateful co me, yet 
] was prevailed with to undertake, 
* and to look over thoſe Papers a- 


Bain, and add {ſeveral _— 


#13 


The- Epiſtle Deatcatory.. 
Paſlages/out of the Treatiſe itſelf; 
. and this not for Fame's ſake, or. the 
honour of being thought an Au- 
thor ; ſince 1 was ſatisfied, that no+* 
thing of that nature could” be due 
to' one, who does not pretend+to 
more, than to Tranſlate or Abridge 
another Man's Labours': Yer 1 am 
willing, in purſuance of your Lord 
ſhip's Principle, to ſacrifice all theſe 
little private Conſideratioris to the 
Publick Good, as being ſeniible, that 
in the Trade of Learning (as in' 04 
ther Trades) divers, who cannot be 
Inventors, or chief Merchants, may 
yet do the Publick good ſervice by 
venting other Mens Notions in a 
new dreſs ; eſpecially ſince I have 
alſo obſerved, that things of this 
kind, if well done, (and with due 
acknowledgment to the Authors 
from whence they are borrowed) 
as they hive proved beneficial to 

| A-4 thoſe 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
thoſe whoſe: Education, or conſtant 
Employments in their. own, Profeſ- - 
ſions, will not give them leave to pe- 
ruſe many;Volumes, written perhaps 
in a: Language they are no great 
Maſters of; fo. allo, , they have not 
failed of ſome Commendation from, / 
all-Candid Readers, / Thus Monficur 
Rohault's Abridgment of Des Cartes's 
Philoſophy, and Monſieur Berzier's 
of : Gafſenduss, ( to; mention no 
more),'/have been received with. ger 
neral Applauſe, not only by all 1n- 
geruous Men of the French, but al ſo 
of our own Nation, who underſtand 
that Language. ' axti-q 
And the Learned and Inquifitive 
Dr. Barnet hath thought an Under- 
taking of this kind ſo uſeful for our 
Nobility and Gentry, as. to give us 
his own clegant-Tranilations, or ra- 
ther Abridgments In Engliſh, of | his 
two.ingenious Treatiſcs of the Theo- 
HO ry 


dred you from U.. 


' Very: we 


Book, f@ « 1s with fa\fhg 
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ry of che Earth. And I doubt nos; 
bur your Lordſhip would have.dong | 
ſomewhat in has, kind, with thisad- 
mirable Work. of yours, .had nat. 
the conſtant Employments of your 


Spores Fandhion, a8 wellag Your.» 
ther ſevere, and uſeful, Studies, hiny 


- | Bux, perhaps, it may. be though 
by ſorne, that this Task hath been 
11 performed already by 
Dx. Parker, late Biſhop of Oxford, in 
bis Treats, entituled, 4 Pemayfirg: 
tion of: the Laws v Natare, and there- 
fore needs/ not be- done over again, = 
But to. this-I ſhall, only ſay, . that/as _ 
he bath boxzowed. alk that, is new; 

in. that Work from your Lordſhip 


net aC- 
knowledgment of tha 
that ſince be owns hinſelf behold. 
ing to: you for-nq more:than tba 


ficſt Flies , ear, main - Nouon,, ,no 
won- . 


The Epiſtle Deaicatory. 
wonder if he hath fallen very ſhort 
of the Original from whence he 


borrowed ir, -both' in the clearnefs, 
as well as choice of the Arguments 


or Demonſtrations, and in the par-_ 


ticular ſetting forch of thoſe Re- 
wards and Puniſhments derived (by 
God's appointment) 'from the Na- 
ture of Men, and the Frame' of 
Things ; which can only be done 
according: to that exact. Method 
your Lordſhip -hath there laid 
down. Tho, I confeſs, there is one 
- thing that is particular'i in that Au- 
thor's Undertaking, (viz.) That ex- 
cellent Account he there gives us of 
che great Differences and Uncertain- 
tics-among the moſt famous of the 
Heathen Philoſophers, concerning 
Mans Soveraign Good,or Happineſs, 
chiefly for want of "the certain be- 
lief of a future ſtate, and that clear 
conyiction Wc now have, that Mens 


cute | 
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thiefeſt Good'or-Happinefsiconfiſts 
iti \God's-Love and > fn -aper 
them: As alſo his obſervation; That 
notwithſtanding all tharican be ſaid | 
of the Natural Rewards of Vertue, 
and Puniſhments of Vice nothing: 
bait the reaſonable hope- and-ex peta» 
tio of Happineſs in''a Life” to. come, 
can in "all Caſes bear' us up under all 
the Miſeries, Sorrows and Calamities 
of '2his, And herein I naulſt own 
I agree with him 4; -and:therefore 
hope your Lordſhip will pardon me; 
if I have in the''enſuing/ Diſcourſe: 
mſiſted ſomewhat more particular- 
{ ly upon theſe furure Rewards and 
Puniſhments,- which Idoubr not 
may very well be proved from Reax- 
ſon, and the neceſſity of ſuppoſing 
them, in order to the aſſerting and 
vindicating God's Juſtice and Pro- 
vidence : Tho' I grant, that the Go- 


ſ pel, or Divine Revelation, hath gt- 
ven 


The Epiſele Dedicatory, 
ven. us.raore. firm grounds for! this 
our. Belief; than | we bad betose;by 
the mere bght of Nature, -/. _ ;\-/; 
_ But fuppoſing! this: Workof Bi 

ſbop: Parker never ſo well perforna- 
art .as I do/nas deny, but bath. 
_ altthe advantages of 'a-Popular and 
Genuile: Stile, and that. neat (Turn 
he gives to all-his Writings ; and 
therefore, I' have not ſerupled to 
wanſcribe; out of lus Niſcourie, ons 
or two. Paflages., where: L- thought 
either his: way' of urging Y ous Lorgdr 
ſbips Arguments, or: the: cloſe, ſum: 
ming them up,was-not tabe mend- 
ed by any: other: Pen : Yet linge On 
L have alceady obſerved): thewh 
18: not done from yours Lorg 
Work; and} s alſo too conerle, ws 
full of Digreſbonsand befides wants 
your folid Conftutations of Mr, His 
Principles, it ſeems neceffary, that 
another Treatiſe wars; exac-in dr , 
kin 


f 
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par Vo oo be publiſhed as more 
agr to: your Lordſhips Origt- 
nat ; Whether this kh ms 
ſenc you with, be ſuch, I mult fub- 
mit- to your Lordſhips and the Rea: 


der's judgment. 
Bur fince. I have' adceniina this 


difficalt Province with your Lotd- 


 thipsapprobacion, it is fit, thar [ 


give (you, as well as the Reader, 
forge accountof the Method/ I have 
followed'in this Treariſe, and where- 
' differs from yours. vie 
Firſt then, ro begin with the Pre. 
face, The ſubſtance-of it is wholly 
yours, except the Introduction: cons 
berning' che uſefulneſs of the Knows 
ledge of the true Grounds of che 
Law 6f Nature, in order to: a righe 
rorare, of Moral Phutoſt> 
phy, nay Chriſtianity acfelf;: / ci! 3! 
| But for a Conclufion to hs Pre+ 
* I have alſo made: forme (Addi- 


tions, 


It. 


hope'your Lordſhup. will not : 
_ _ omitted whit of your rare 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
tions, wherein I have ſhew yout 
Principle of Endeavouring the Com: 


mon Good, 1s not a new-Invention, 
bur that which ſeveral Great Men 


- had before delivered, as the only 


firm Rule, by which to-try not only 
all:our Moral Actions ,-burt all 'Ci- 
vil Laws, whether they are rightand 
juſt; char i is, agreeable to right Rea- 
ſon, or not. And I have alſo con- 
cluded it »with/a ſer: of / Principles, 
very. neceflary to be underſtoad,'for 
the proving the'/Truth: of all Naty- 
ral Religion, and the Law of Na- 
ture, tho the two laſt alone are the 
Subject. of your! Lordſhip's Book; 
as*'well as iof my” Abridgment of 


"But to Gobale'n more. particularly 
of the Diſcourſe itſelf, - fince I here 


deſign no more than; af Epitome, 1 
e 1t 


In- 


—_ 


The Epiſtle Dediuatory. 
Inſtances and Parallels drawn ifrom 
the Mathematicks, many of. which 
are aboye the capacity of! .com- 
mon Readers, ( tho therein your 
Lordſhip hath ſhewn your ſelf a 
Great Maſter ) -and have confined 
my ſelf only to ſuch plain and cafie 
Proofs and natural Obſeryations as 
Men of all capacities may under- 
ſtand. So alſo if in the Chapter of 
I Humane: Nature, 1 have left. our 
divers curious Anatomical Obſerva- + 
_ tions,wherein the; Structure:of Mens 
Bodies differs from that of Beaſts, 
if I thought” they were art all que- 
{tonable or doubtful, or ſuch As 
did not ;dire&ly - tend to the: proy 
vitig,. that Mens Bodies are fitted 
and ordained by God'for the: Pro- 


ſecution: of the Common Good of 
others of their own 'Kind , above 
all OE? Croprunes cf 
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" T have alſo made bold to con- 7 | 


Þ FR the Chapters -in your Work; 
mto leflcr thurnber, having diſpo- 


kd the ſubſtance of them into o- I 


ther places, or elſe quite ottitted 
foe, » not- ſo neceffary to out 
" As' for example, Jchave - 
placed "he6ſ of the 'Matrer of the 
third Chapter, De bononaturale, patt- 
ly in the explanation” of the word 
Good, - ini otir [Deſcription: of :the 


IC: Law of- -Nature, ' iftthe third Chap- 


Seer, reſerving what retained: of 1t 
to the ſecond part for-the Gonfurd« 
tion of that Principle of "Mr. H. 
That no ACtiot is 'or Evil in 
the" State of Nature. '' So likewiſe 
for the fourth Chapter, - De Didta- 
minibus Prafiicis, I ek ſer down 
the Subſtance of it (omirrcing” the 
Mathematical Illuftrations) )in-our 
ſecond Chapter of ' Humane 'N&- 


ture. So alſo the ſath Chapter, 
enti- 
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tpifele Didicatory: 


" atitaled, Do its,que, in Lege Natu- 
rali:contientur. :;And the. ſeventh 
- and-eighth,,;De Origing Dominii, @ 
Virtutum: Moraliam. - 1 haye/ partly 
diſpoſtd)the-ſubſtanceof them into 
the\firft-Chapter of the Nature of 
F- os ence into your fourth 
Ghapxecr, xeduging/all- the Laws of 
Naturg:and: Moral Vertues therein 
ron beats mays + one Procighs 


part << ane om the Con 
ſectaniaq or nary to deducible 
frarh foregoing Chaprers, in rc- 
lnionta WnLew.of, Moſes. and. all 
 Gil:Laws;. H; haye;: made: bold to 
anutadineet:is plain wough, 5h 

parte Preccpts.of -t Foes 
C 


Slacikepg: oxhe ri(in.ch * rf 
and. 


tadhe Hontur, and Glory. of Gs 
miſs MN 2 humſelf to. be 
c 1c] s 


he 


the © (le: Objedv or, Worlkip 
atid/ that! without any Iimages\vf 
himſelf; og" e[f6) (in. cthezfecond 
Table ) to our 'Daries'towards'0- 
thers; "wherein! the-Higheſt-Verte 
and Innocence are preſembed-:iAnd 
ſo likewiſe! that all the laws ofichic 
Supreme C Civil Powew haycng Au 
- thority , bur” as they bparſne' this 
Great Kule''or Taw/of Naturepaf 
procuring the Coirimotr-Gobd of: 
Rarional Beings {-4hiat is, ehbddo- 
nour and Wotthip df God;.and wht 
Peace'and' Happinels' of thcke 75 
jets, 'and-of Mankind ir? geive 
And ' whereas your; ordibwp Tat 
here alſofolidly and briefly coma 
many Gro Ertors in, Mt##7's' 
rals. as well as" err are i 
choſe Contutarions 'T--ave® 
uſe of in the" ſecond Patty 24pthele 
that relate"to- thats : Atithiorfs. 


vu ey mon 


Pcinciples,' 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
his Politick ones will fall of TOE 
ſelves.” it 5c 


To cdlighdas 1 muſt bis your 
Lordſhip 's Pardon, if I have made 
boldido! alter: your Method, as to 
your 'Contutation of Mr. Hs Pris 
caplesFor whereas you have thought 
fit to''do it in' the Body of: your 
Work; and'as-they occurred under 
the ſeveral Heads: you treat of 3 
ſince I perceiv'd the -placing your 
Anſwers after that manner, did dt 
fturb-the Connexion and Perſpi icut- 
ty of "the: Diſcourſe, I thoug -—y 1t 
better to'caft thoſe Anſwers into a 
diftin&t patt,. digeſted under ſo mas 
ny Heads, or Propoſitions, 3 in the or- 
der in which they ſtand in Mr. #.'s 
Books, de Civeand Leviathan, where 
the Reader. if he pleaſes, may com- 
pare what I have quored out of 


him © 
| b s And 
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And 'Þ hope your: Lordſhip will 
not take it ks in.me, if (to ren- 
der the Work more pleaſant and 
grateful to common Readers, and 
that it may not look like a bare 
Tranſlation) I have added ſeveral 
Notions and Obſeryations, ſome-of 
my own knowledge, and-others out 
of” Hiſtory ,- and os Relations of 
Modern Travellers, concerning the 
Cuſtoms _ of thoſe Nations comp - 
monly counted: Barbarous, who yet 
by their amicable living together 
without either Civil Magiſtrates, or 
written Laws , ſerve ſufficiently to | 
confutc Mr. Hs extravagant Opi- 
nion, That all Men'by Nature are 
in a State of War... | 

I have-likewiſe preſumed to add 
thoſe Aphoriſms of Good and Evil 
ad in Biſhop Wilkizs's Trea- 
tiſe - of Natural Religion. and 
Dr. Moor's Enchiridion Ethicum, that 


The Epiſtle Dediratory. 

the Reader ' may {ce them all /at 
once, 'tho' I confeſs: they are moſt 
of themito be found (tho'diſperſed- 
ly) in your Lordſhip's Work. I have 
alſo inſerted ſome things, in anſwer 
to the Objections at: the end-of the 
firſt Part,; out of that noble contem- 
plative Philaſopher-, Mr::Lock's E- 
ſay. of | Humane Underſtanding. ; 
ſince he':proceeds : upon the ſame 
Principles with your Lordſhip, and 
hath divers very new and uſeful Nc- 
tions concermng-the-Manner'ot At- 
taining the Knowledge of all Truths, 
as well Natural, as Divine, and the 
Certainty we have of them. 

But, I-fear,. I haye treſpaſsd too 
much upon your Lordſhips Pa- 
tience, by ' ſo long an Epiſtle, and 
therefore ſhall conclude with my 
Prayers for [your Lordſhip s Happi- 
neſs and Health, ſince I am conft- 
dent you cannot but prove more 
þ 3 nſc- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
aſcful for the common good of our 
_ Church and Scare; in this high and 
publick Station to which Their Ma- 
jeſties have thought fit to call you, 
than you could have been'ina more 
private! Condition :' And I -hope 
your: Lordſhip 'will- look upon this 
Dedication as a: ſmall: Tribute 'of 
. Gratitude, which allthe World muſt 
owe you for': your Learned and 
not Common  Undertakings , of 
which Obligation'none-ought to be 
(8 indeed is) more ſentiblethan, 
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BE: nts. ally, the. wiſe/t 
of _— Sant nd ophere), above all other 
| parmnes \ whether. war cio and that 
as well--en eſpect of, its uſefulneſs, 
es:certainty," ftnce #t mas;6.that alone: (armoſt 


_ \to the' Natural: Feculties * Man- 
 kind)):that\Mev, before thay. were affiſted by 
Diviwe: — bved whe Diſcovery of their 

4 a» 
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Natural Duties, to God, themſelves, and all 0- 
thers: as Cicero hath 

thoſe three excelent T reatiſes; De” T 
* De Finibus, a»d De : Legibus. And tho' f; 
grant we Chriſtians hgvue: now clearer and 
. higher Diſcoveries cf all Moral Duties, by the 

Light of the Goſpel, yer u mes in 

wr fr os or The hers bye a1 
of great aſe tous, as well for the 
as illuſtration of all thoſe Dut its, pits by their 
Knowledge, and the true Principles on which 
they are foinled, the may be corfyhiced, "that 
- God teluires nothid ing fromw'us-in all the pratti- 
cal Duties of panes, Religion, but our rea» 
 ſonable Service ;' "that's," "what 1s really our 
own intereſt, and concerns our good and happi- 
neſs to obſerve, Yarns erfe#, le 
of Life, whether God had ever farther enfor- 
ced them or not by any revealed Law. And 
thi I do not" deny, that ur: Saviour: Jeſu 
Chriſt "hath highly advancediand 'i nada 
theſe Natural. Thos: by more exceerand 7 
fined Precepts of Hunnlity,\Churity,/: —_ or: 
denial , than were tliſcovered 'before. 
_ wiſeſt of the Heathen Philoſo heck Sorvint 
ly as to the greater affurance we have of that 
grand Motive to Religion and Veriue;' rhe ins 
mortality of the "Soul, or a Life either-eters 
nally happy or" miſerable, wr. this:ts' ide: 
Tet OP" it was this \Law of "Natare," 
Reaſon 


to the: Readet. 


Reaſor aloe ;\'by which: Mankind::was wot 'only 
to-live, but alſo to-be judged, before. the Law 
given to. Moles, : and it \ myſt-be, far not living 
oithis Naturali Light; that the, Heathens 
Halthe' -condenmed; who-- never yet heard. of 
Chriſt;"or ofia revealed, Religion, and. ſo. cat- 


notuſlan $7; Paub ec ipuducleves ca-the.Ro- 
ns). /balieve-on .him.of--whom:they\have 
feyimthe Bel: en 

{ame dull te knawledge of God, from 


the things : thatr:are ſeen, that Þ, the. Creation 
af-the' Warld,':as the foundation of o{{ Natural 
| wligieies) and, their falling (notwithſtanding 
tatwledge,]: into' that groſs 1delatry they 
Part Jac only r why God gave 
them:up to: their awn. CER luſts, .becauſe 

that! when" they knew. God, they. locked 
him not as God, neither-were thankful, but 
became:vain\in' their, imaginations, and their 
fooliſh heart 6h re V. 23. Aud ſo like- 
wiſe in the ſecond. Chapter, the Apoſtle farther 
rels them,: that when the Gentiles, who have 
not the Law, do by nature the things con- 
tainedin the Law; theſe having not the Law, 
are-#\.Law \ unto. themſelves. thewing the 
work of: the Law WET: in; their hearts ; 
that. td,.. the Law'\ef: Nature or Reaſon, . as the 
main. ſub/tance or. effet_of the. Mouical {om 
hthe *f.4 is by.ths Jaw; alone, four, (op 


The-Preface: 3 
mark what in edattely 
nk. Jl te he + rwindy earls alta 


their own henges, (ohreaſoninhs ,vurat oy, 

rather: to be't {NN gths meat wha ma 
or exculin other. .\ufnd Inilced 

the” Apoſtle ſuppſes the: Kwowledge of Gall ui a 

Rewarder of wiinhe : tzom 

of "all Natural, ery ava” rs: 7 . 

and the Yirſt y or ple reg 

pears wha Fpiftfe 
Go 6, But withoori prev ports \i064s\ = 


pleaſe | him; for-he chat comes. unto. Gdd. 
muſt fieſt-believe'that hes, Ya _ 
rewiider of all:rhom that diligeanly: 
him. ' Bat*F werd, ſpeakue: morevofuNatarid 
Religion ; ; and* how weefſary pag Wh moranaen? 
Knowledge of the Revealed, 
and learned Dr. Aa fe Dion 'C 
ſter , hath ſo wel ne Any IA * 2/w- 
dertaking," In that ling 1Paſthunwas Treas 
riſe; Þ pebRfied s ot Tillotſon, 
now Lord »f\Cadterbury, rowhich 
nothing, hr p be's ; lied by mitau'a Pena 
mine. T3 FYRT 1 1 PAS 7 FIRTT "t "»1* Y "M1 4267? 
But'fruce' the” Laws of Naturb, 4 idbrined 
from:God the Leyiflator,” are tht foundation of 
all "Moral Philoſophy"\and true Politicks j0us 
being thoſe” which are *appealed-4o th af Cotes 
rroverfies better Civil 'Soveratins.,) wid 
are the mat Rules" Ras Daties'6 


Tween 
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rween Soveraignt and. their: Subjetts «'1t, fn , 
worth white to enquire'how theſe Laws na 
diſcovered to proceed from Gad as 4 ry 
Now whereas this. can. only: be. done: by one" of, 
| theſe two ways, (viz.) Ei REIN cers, 
tain and manifeſt Effetts ay 
that proceed from their obſervation ; Or, 2.dly, 
From the'Conſes. from which thiycare dar pr 
The former of theſe hath been already latgedy 
treated k 6s by others, eſpectal, oy bythe moſt 
learned Hugo Grotius, i» bis admirable Work; 
De Jure Belli & Pacis: And by his Brother 
William, #» that ſmall Poſthumous. Treatiſe, 
De Principiis Juris Naturalis. Aud &y the 
Fudicrous Monfieur Puſfendorf, \in bis hae 
' Treatiſe, De Jure Naturz 6c Gentium: | 4s 
alſo by our own Countryman, Dr. Sharrack. 
Who have all undertaken to prove their cer- 
tainty from their general belief and reception 
_ by the wiſe and moft civilized Nations in all 
a To. which we may alſo add the learned 
Selden, in that- mb :elaborate Work, De 
Jure Gentium juxta'placitaHebrzorum.. "tin 
as 1 do achuowledge , that thoſe Great _ 


have all deſerved wery well: #9 their w 

1. think none deſerves greater, —— 

than that excel Weorkof Grotius the Elder, 

which as it was the-firffrin \its kind, Any is 

rode enduring; as long as Yertue & 
Fee ll 'be-in _ among, Mankind. 
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tho" \the 'Objeftions which. are wont to be 
brought ' againſt this Method of ' proving the 
Laws of '-Nature, are not of ſo great moment, 
as to'render it altogether fallacious or uſeleſs, 
as ſome" would have it to'be ; yet 1 freely ac- 
knowledge they can chiefly ſerve' to convince ' 
Men 'of fincere and honeſt minds,' and who are 
naturally diſpoſed to Yertue and right Reaſon : 
So that 1 concerve it were more uſeful, as well 
as certain, to ſeek for a firmer and clearer 
Demonſtration thereof, from a ſtrift ſearch and 
inguifition into the Nature of things,! and alſo 
of our own ſelves, by which 1 doubt not but we 
may attain not only to a true Knowledge of the 
Laws of Nature, but alſo of that true Principle 
on which they are founded, and from" whence 
they are all derived. : \ wh 
- -* But it will not confiſt with the narrow bounds 
of a'Preface, to propoſe and anſwer all the 
Objeftions that may be made againſt their Me- 
thod of proving the Law of Nature," from the 
Conſent of Nations, neither /penhaps can it be 
done at all to the univerſal:ſatisfattion even of 
indifferent perſons ;* fince it may be ſtill urged 
by theſe that do not admit them, that altho 
ſome Didtates of - Right Reaſan may be "indeed 
approved of - by our Underſtandings," and are 
commonly recetved and prattiſed by moſt Nas 
tions for their general uſefulneſs and conve- 
niency : Tet it muſt be acknowledged, that there 

is 
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is ſtill, required the Knowledge of God as 

Legiſlator, by whoſe Authority es they. c 4 
obtain the force of Laws. The Proof of whicl 
(tho' the moſt material. part of the. a 
hath been hitherto omitted. or. but /li bt 
touch'd, by former Writers on this Subjett, 

But. be es the Objeftions of ſome of the 
Ancients, Mr. Selden and Mr. Hobbs have 
alſo argued a Aw this Method, tho" upon di 
vers. Principles, . and from differen Defeon 
the latter intending, p+ no body ſhould re- 
cerve theſe Diftates of Reaſo On, Qs 0 ligatory to 
outward Attions, before a Supreme Civil Power 
be inſtituted, who ſhall ordain them, to. be ob- 
ſerved as Laws, And tho he ſometimes wouch- 
ſafes. them that Title , yet mn .his. De Cive 
cap. 14. be tells us , «Thar. in the ſtate 
« Nature they are but improperly called |} 
&« and that tho the Laws of Nature. may / 
« found largely deſcribed in the. Writings « U 
&« Philoſophers, yet are they not for this cauſe 
&« zo be called Laws, ay), more than the Wri- 
&® 2imgs or Opinions 0 ers are Laws, till 
on oO and m 7 the Supreme Pow- 
Wt - 

But, on the other de, Mr, Selden more 
fairl finds # ault with the want of Authorit 
aps hos of Rea aſon , (confidered = 

as any that be way from hence ſhew us a 
neceſſity of recurring, to the e Legiſlative Power 

of 
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of God,' and that he may thereby make - out; 
that thoſe Diftates of Reaſon do w_ acquire 
the force of Laws, becanſe all our Knowledge 
of them is to be derived from God' alone , who 
when he makes rheſe Rules known to us, does 
then (and not FI ovens og them to us 
as Laws. Ant ſo far T think hes in theripht, 
aud hath well. enough correfled oar common 
Moralifts, who are wont to confider theſe Di- 
fates of Reaſon as Laws, without any ſufficient 
proef, that they have all the Contlitzons requi- 
red to make them fo, viz. That they are efta- 
Eliſhed and declared to us by God as a Legifla- 
tor, who hath annexed to them ſufficient Re+ 
wards 'aud Puniſhments. | But T think it is 
evident, that if theſe Rational Diftates ca 
by .any means be' proved to proceed from the 
Patt of God, the Author of Nature, as Rules 
for all our Moral Aftions, they will not need 
any FTumane Authority, much leſs the.Conſent 
or Tradition of any one or many Nations to 
make them Known to be fo : Therefore, tho I 
grant this learned Author hath taken a great 
Feat of pains to prove from divers general 
Traditions of the Jewiſh Rabbins , that God 
ave.certain Commands to Adam, and after to 
Noah, contained in theſe ſeven Precepts, cated 
by hs Name ; and that thoſe various (Quota- 
tions, thi learned Author hath there produced, 
do clearly prove, that the Feivs believe, _ 
| a 
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. al Nations\whatener yd{the; theyido. horns: 
caiverthe. Lawtidfi Moles;;icyet are v ged-ty 

Y obſtive he fJamen Mora Laws 
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any: notice: of theſe \ Preepts: 2 their "Ws 
F4 hwy Dang we Jap nd 0 ph ' 
_— 'rFbat. the \ Dovikes weTr at of 
thoſe \ Diftates, of "Right \Reaſon'," or Rules.of 


Life,-called*the. Laws\of Nature, way more 
eaten; Iprbes dawned: tonall innhdering 
Men; it ſeemed to, me'the beſt and fitteft:Me> 
thed 10, nquzre firſt miacthtir. Natural Canſes, 
a well internul\\as. externab, remote: as near; 


fince : by this Series: 
may.at- laſt bermare fe 


from yvhoſe Perfedtions | 
fick Santos, by fie-Reivands, and. dat Paniſh« 
ments, wer have.ehdeavanred #0: ſheiny.: that #5 
_ their Authority as: Peelgetiond i ders 
(OIBLIH, 71 2\ 
cuodokmes induced; tharcehe,) vreatef FAT Z 
former png wore have. ns 
that mE—_ :ofi\Reaſor, 
conformable are. taught. us bs 
ture,..of at: moſt de. —_ ag in general, that 
they proceed from God; without ſhewing«.'us 
which.way,.or the' manner how. \ Therefore it 
wed. bighly-neceſſary tous, :that we. aught 


Meine: exadtly how the forte of Objefts 
from. without, 
Jo within Pt gt 


our own;Notions or Jdeds 
_P both concur tamards one 


to. the Reader. 
iniprinting, aud fixing theſe Principles in our 
Minds, as: Laws derived from the Will of 
Gall himfelf 5 which Work if. it be well per- 
formed, we hope.may prove. of great. uſe, not 
only to, our. own. Nation, but to all Mankind ; 
becanſe' from: hence »it may appear, both by 
what meavs, Men's. Underſtandings, 'may at- 
tain t0,)0: true, \ and natural Knowledge. of the. 
Divinesill;.or \.Laws of :Ged\; So that if 
they prafkiſe them nat, they may be left with- 
out. eXcuſe :: And,"this P nine will likewiſe 
ſerve;for 4 general Rule, by which the Mini- 
cipal:; Laws of \euery Conmmon-wealth may be 
tryed, whether they,are Fuſt,. and Right, or 
not:s. that. is agreeable. with the Laws of Nas. 
ture, and ſo may be correfted, and amended 
by, the ſupreme Powers, when-ever they have 
deviated. from this great End. of - the common 
Good.' , And.from hence may alſo be demonſtra-. - 
ted,. that there is ſomewhat in the Nature of 
Ged, as, alſo in our own, and-all other, Men's 
Natures,” whith. adminiſters preſent Comfort 
aud Satisfattion to our Minds, from good Ati- 
0ns," as atſo firm Hopes, |or Preſages of a fu- 
ture Happineſs, as.a :Reward -. for them 
when this Life is ended.; whereas 'on:the o- 
ther. fide the. greateſt Miſery,, and moſt diſc, 
tmal Fears, do. proceed from. micked, or evil 
Adtions, ;frons., whence the. Conſcience ſeems 
furniſhed, as it were with Whips, and Seor- 


_— 


= 


The Preface 
probity : So that it may from hence appean, 
that Men are not deluded in'their moral No | 
tions, either by Clergy-men, or Politicians: 

I grant, the Platoniſts- undertake to difs 
patch all theſe Difficulties'a much eafrer way; 
only by Juppoing certain innate Idea's-of morat | 
Good, and Bvil, impreft> by God apo the: Souls 
of Men. But F miſt indeed 'confeſ#my* folf 
not yet" fo happy, as to be able thus vafſyito \ 
attain to ſo great a Perfeition, as the Know- 
ledge of the Laws 'of Nature ' by this #amiral 
Tnſtintt,or Impreſſion: Ani'it doth nor feem'to- 
me either ſafe, or convenient to lay'the whale 
} - Streſs-of- Natural TR OI ey pes 
an Hypotheſis, which'hath Been exploded by- 
all Philoſophers, except themſelves. 


| vs, and 
which can never alone ſerve to convince thoſe 
of Epicurean Principles, for whomwe chiefly 
defign this Work : But" whoſoever will take 
the Pains to peruſe, what hath beey one g 
againſt theſe" innate-Idea's.' by the 
Dr Job hocke. nant hr yok bebe 
of the late Eſlay of humane Underſtanding, 
will find them wery hard, if not impoſſible to 
be proved to have ever been innate-inthe Souls 
of | Men, before. they came into the "World": 
Therefore as [ ſhall wot take upou ne, abſo- 
Inf s 
nſe'of.any\ AF: 
guments 


\ 
's 


lutely to ' deny the Being, of 
ſuch1dee's, ſo. T. ſhall not make 


pions to corre and puniſh all Fice;" and ths ; 
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: gong drawn from thence in this Diſcourſe, 


Natare of things, and which the firſt Cauſe 


perpetually determines ſo to att upon them : 


And that in the Terms of theſe Propoſitions, 
are intrinſecally included an evident Declara- 
tion of their Truth, and certainty, as pro- 
ceeding from God the'firſt Cauſe \in the very 
intriwfck Conſtitution of things: From whence 
it will be alſo manifeſt, that ſuch praftical Pre» 
poſitions are truly and properly Laws, as being © 
declared, and fabliffed by bs Rewarils, and 

Puniſhments awmnexed to them by him, as the 
ſupreme Legiflator. C 2 But 
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But after it (hall appear, that the Kuow- 
ledge of theſe Laws, and a Prattice confor- 
A 7h to them are the higheſt Perfection, or. 
moſt happy State of eur Rational Natares: 1t 
will likewiſe follow, that a Perfetion Analo- 

ous to this Knowledge, and a Prattice confor- 
mable to theſe Laws, muſt neceſſarily be in the 
firſt Cauſe ; from whence proceeds, not only 
our own Natural Perfettions, but alſo the moſt 
wiſe Ordination of all Effetts without us, for 
the common Conſervation, aud Perfeftion of 
the whole Natural Syſtein, or Univerſe, which 
our Eyes daily behold : For that is look'd up- 
on by me among the things moſt certainly 
prov'd, That it muſt be firſt known, what Tus 
ftice is, and what thoſe Laws enjoyn, in whoſe 
Obſervation all Fuſtice confiſts, before we can 
diſtinftly know, that Juſtice is to be attribu- 
ted to God, and that his Fuſtice is to be con- 
ſidered by us as a Pattern,or Example for us ts 
imitate. Since we do not know God by an im- 
mediate Intuition of his Eſſence, or Perfe(ti- 
ons, but only from the outward Effets of his 
Providence, firſt known by our Senſes, and Ex- 
perience: Neither is it ſafe to affix Attri- 
butes to him, which we cannot ſufficiently un- 
derſtand, or make out from things without 
MS, 

Having now ſhewn you in general, the dife 
ference between our Method, and that which 

DL, _ others 


| to the Reader. 
others have hitherto followed, it is' fit we 
here declare, in as few words as we can, the 
chief Heads of thoſe things' which we have 
delivered in this Treatiſe. ' Suppoſing there- 
fore thoſe natural Principles concerning the 
Laws of Motion, and Reſt ſufficiently os. 
ſtrated by Naturalifts (eſpecially ſuch as de- 
pend upon Mathematical Principles) fince we 
have only here undertaken to demonſtrate the 
true Grounds of Moral Philoſophy, and to de- 
duce them from ſome ſuppoſed Knowledge of 
Nature, and as they refer to our Moral Pra- 
ice; IT have here therefore ſuppoſed all the 
Effefts of corporeal Motions, which are natu- 
ral and bes y, and performed without any 
Intervention of humane Liberty, to be-deri- 
ved from the Will of the firſt Cauſe. And, 
2dly. (which 'Mr. H. himſelf likewiſe in his 
Leviathan- admits) that from the Confidera- 
tion, and Inquiſition into theſe Cauſes, and- 
from the Powers, and Operations of ' natural 
Bodies, may be diſcovered the Exiſtence of 
one Eternal, Infinite, Omnipotent Being, which 
we call God. | | 

So that every Motion impreſs d upon the 
Organs of our Senſes, whereby the Mind is 
carried on to apprehend things without us, 
and to give a right Fudgment upon them, is a 
natural Effet; which by the Mediation of 0- 
ther inferiour Cauſes, owes its Original to the 
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firſt Cauſe. From whence it follows, that God 
by theſe natural Motions of Cauſes, and Ef- 
fedts delineates the Idea's, or Images of all 
natural and moral Attions 0n our Minds; And 
that the ſame God, after he hath thus made 
us draw various Notzons, from the ſame Ob- 
jetts, does then excite #s to compare them 
with each other, and then joyn them together, 
and ſo determines us to form true Propoſitions 
| of the things, thus fingly received aud under- 
flood. So that ſometimes a thing is expoſed 
whole, and all at once to our View, and ſome- 
times it is more naturally confidered ſucceſſive» 
ly.; or according to its ſeveral parts ; Aud 
the Mind thereby perceives that the Notion of 
awhole, fignifies the ſame, with that of all the 
ſeveral Idea's of the ptr yam put toger 
ther, and ſo is themee carried on to make a 
Propoſition of the Identity. of the whole, 
with all its parts. And can truly affirm, that 
the ſame Cauſes, which preſerve the whole, 
muſt alſo conſerve all its conſtituent parts ; 
and then from a diligent Contemplation of all 
theſe Propoſitions, (which may juſtly chal» 
lenge the Title of the more general Laws of 
Nature; ) we may obſerve, that they are all 
_reduceable to one Propoſition ; from whoſe fit, 
and juſt Explication, all the Limits, or Exs» 
ceptions, under which the particular Propofi« 
tious are propoſed, may be ſought for, aud 
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We to:the Reader, 
-Ariſt#vered, as from the\ Evidence of that one 
Propofition, which-may be reduced mto this, or 
the dike Sence, (viz:) The endeavour as far 
as we" are able of the common good of the 
whole 'Syſtem of Rational Beings conduces, as 
far as lies-in'our Power to the good of all its 
ſeveral Parts" or Members, in which our own 
Felicity 'is alſo contained as part thereof, 
Whereas the Atts oppoſite to this Endeavour, 
do Bring aloug with-them Effefts quite oppo- 
fite therennto, and will certainly procare our 
on Ruine, or Miſery at laſt. Therefore the 
whole Summ of | this Propuſirion, may be redy- 
ced to theſe three Things. ' 1. That which cone 
tbr1s the Matrer of it, towit; the Knowledge 
of its Terms draws from the Nature of Things. 
2. Its form,"(viz.) the Connexion of thoſe 

Termy contained in this praitical Propoſition, 

and particularly Juch,- which amy of the 

Reward), - and -P anifhments' annexed to them, 

Muy withe. i deſerve t0 be called a Divine, 

Natural Law, as proceeding from God the 4u- 

theur. of Natare,'- Or, 3. The Deduttion of 
all other. attursl Datos from this, as their 

Fonndativ, and Original, from that 0 ge 

of Proportion they Bear 10 the common Good, or 

Sr ppreſh Grave” of 2h whle aggvegare Body of 
RUWAORL Bepugs Nov on On 

© ap uy" Fo © rhe Drxpiitution of: the Terms 

of this Propoſitions} bye the Reader will . 
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.not be ſcandalizd, that we attribute: Renſor 
' fo God, and have reckoned bim as the. Head 
of Rational Beings, fince we do.not-thereby 
mean, that Sort of Reaſon which. -confaſts ip 
deducing Concluſions from prior Propoſitions, 
but rather that abſolute Omniſcience, and per- 
feit Wiſdom, which we' underſpand to. be. in 
.God, which Cicero himſelf could not batter 
deſcribe, than by the Name'of Adulta Ratio; 
or, the moſt  perfe&...Reaſon. . .\'4nd:ifi we 
Mortals can know, or apprehend any aright, 
thing of him, it is as we do'partake af fome 
part, though in an infinitely.; lower Degree of 
that only true Knowledge,\ and Underſtanding. 
So that if we canonce tightly judge; that the 
common Good of Rational Beings, is the grear 
reſt of all others; it is no doubt true, and no 
otherwiſe true, than as it is ſs apprehended 
by the Divine Intelleft; As when it is demon- 
ſtrated: to us, that the three, Angles. of. a Tri- 
angle,” are tqual to. two right. ones, no,doubt, 
but the Deity. it ſelf, had before the ſame. Tdea 
of it... So likewiſe if we have affirmed, that 
we can contribute any thing \ to the good, and 
happineſs of rational. Beings, by our. Renevo- 
lence towards them, and p- may ſeem to ſup- 
poſe, that there is'a certain good. common #0 
us, and the Deity, and which we. may, ſome way 
ſerve to-promote;," We. defire to be underſtood 
not as if we imagin'd, that. by. our teſtifying 
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pur, Tove, aud Honour: towards. God, in any 
antePual, or external. Adts. of Worſhip ; we 
«&uld.add;: or tonpribute any thing to his infi- 
nite, Hap pineſs,. and Perfedtions ; but only. as 
Judging it. more gratefull, and agreeable to his 
Nature, if by. our Deeds we expreſs our Gra- © 
titude and. Qhedience. to him, by imitating hins 
mn-0ur Care of. the: common good of Mankind, 
than if. we deny his Being, or blaſpheme. his 
Attrabptes, and violate,'or coutemn his Laws : 
So likewiſe, if in our Thoughts, Words and 
Aftions,, we. expreſs. our Worſhip, and Love 
towards him , we Aoubt not but it is more plea- 
 fing, and apxeeable to his. Divine Nature, 
than "if. by'\the contrary Adipns we ſhould 
ſignifie. our... negleft, or hatred. of . him. 
For, if\\we. abſtrattively compare any, tmo rati- 
ual Natures together, we muſt. acknowledge a 
greater Similitude, when one of them agrees, 
and -ca-uperates- with.” the other, than if we 
ſhould ſuppoſe a Diſagreement or Diſcord be- 
tween them, or that the. End. or Deſign inten- 
ded. bythe. one. ſhould be;crofſed,or oppoſed by 
rhe.other.' Neither do 1 ſee what.can hinder, 
but that the ſame may be affirmed, if. one of 
theſe rational. Natures, be ſuppoſed to be God, 

and the other only, Man. Tberefare,. as it is 
known by. our common.'Sen[e,. ht it. is more 
gratefull to any May. 0, be, beloved, and ho- 
nourgd, than to be.hated; and contemned. So 
#4 74 RY e p $ 4 ' hu , it 
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it may be found by a manifeſt Analogy of rea- 
fon, that it is more. grateful t» Gow," the 
Head of rational Beings to be betvu'd, anal ho- 
muar'd by the Service and Worſhip of "us Mes, 
than to be hated, and. contemmed. For 'as 

the Defire of being \' beloved” argaeth no Im- 

perfettion in us; fo Iikewiſe '7y God, 4 rs 
fo far from giving the Teaſt Suſpicion theredf, 

that on the contraty, it rather argues his 

Govelneſs, fince our Natwres are perfefted, to 

the higheſt Degree \they are capable of, by 
our Love to him, and Obedience to his Com- 
mands. So that, when we ſpeak of any Gov, 
common to us with the Divine Natare; itis 

only to be wntlerſtood Analogieally; for thoſe 
things which we perceive ro conſerve, or fer 
fett our own' Nature we call gratefull to\ns, 
that is, as they render the Mind pleaſed, ui 
full of Foy, Pleaſure, and Satisfattion': Ard 
though we confeſs we cannot contrihiite any 
thing to the infinite Perfetion' of \thz Deity, 

Tet fince this Joy, or "Complacency proceeding 
from our Love, and Service towards him may 
be conceived without any' ImpePfettion, they 
think may be ſafely atttibured' to his Divine 
Nature, and look d upon as a ſort of good on- 
deavoured by us for him, fince God eftetwrs onr 
Love, and Service as tht only Tribute wt can - 
pay hm, and there fore he hath tnſepavably 
amexed the higheft Rewards to this Love of 
| himſelf 
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himſelf ( as ſhall be proved in this following 
Diſcourſe) which certainly . he would never 
have done, unleſs it had been his Will, that 
we ſhould thus love, aud worſhip him. So that 
though I grant, that the Divine Good or Hap» 
pineſs is not at all advanced by our Worſhip 
of him ; yet will not this at all derogate from 
our definition of endeavouring the Common good 
of Rational Beings, which may be made out by 
theſe following Conſiderations. 

I. That all Rational Beings, or Agents are, 
and muſt be conſidered together, as naturally, 
and neceſſarily conſtituting one intelleftual 
Syſtem, or Society; becauſe they agree toge- 
ther, to proſecute one chief Fnd, Viz. The 
good of the Univerſe, or World, eſpecially of 

that intelleftual Syſtem; by the fitteff Means 
applicable to that End ſince, whilſt they are 
truly rational, they cannot differ in judging 
what is that beſt End; nor avoid chuſing the 
ſame neceſſary Means, leading thereunto. 

2. That although God, the Head of this ins 
telleftual Syſkem, be indeed uncapable of any 
Addition to his infinite Happineſs, and Per« 
feition, yet the whole Syſtem (in as mach as it 
includes all finite rational Beings) is capable 
of Improvement in theſe its finite parts, which 
Improvement God cannot ouly defrre, but ever 
did;and will promete both by his own Power, as 
alſo by that of all ſubordlmate voluntary Agents, 


whereby 


"of "to 
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whereby God's Eſſential 'Goodueſs becomes ma- 
_ wifeſt. to: us : And the good of the whole 
Syſtem may reaſonably' be judged as grate- 
ful,. or pleaſing to God the head thereof, al- 
though it can add nothing to'himſelf : thus in 
Embryons all the other Members daily grow, 
and improve, after the Head or Brain is ſup- 
poſed to have attained its full bigneſs. 
' . Theſe voluntary, or free Aitions of the ſub- 
ordinate Agents, when they concur with God's 
wiſdom and goodneſs, are naturally and evi- 
dently known t6 be more pleafing( as being rewar- 
. ded by him) than malevolent dtions oppofite 
to this chief end, which fight both againſt God 
aud Men; nor does the confideration of God's 
rewarding ſuch good Attions,” imply any addi- 
tion to" his. Divine Perfections. So that our 
Benevolence towards God, and conſequently, 
our worſhip of him, is but our free acknaw- 
ledgment\, that he naturally, and eſſentially 
73s (what he ever was and will be) the ſame 
znfinite, good, and wiſe Diſpoſer, and Gover- 
' wour of the whole Syſtem of rational Beings ; 
and this our benevolence by giving him Glory, 
Love, Reverence, aud Obedience fulfils all the - 
Duties of humanity towards thoſe of - our own 
kind, which anſwers both the Tables of the 
moral, or natural Law; and in this conſent 
of our minds with the divine Intellet, con- 

fiſts that compleat harmony of the Unierſe . 
of intelleftual Beings. The 


to- the Reader. 
The great influence of theſe: Prenciples up- 
on all the parts of natural Religion, ' maybe 
more fully 49.-4 aa and:-made out; by theſe 
following tonfſtderations( i | 
r. The voluntary acknowledgment and ' cdn- 
ſent of our minds to the Perfeitions: of the di- 
vine Nature. and. Adtions, include the; agree- 
ment, and coneurrence'of our. chief Faculties, 
viz. The underſtanding, and will,” therewith '3 
and moreover, naturally excite all our Aﬀetti- 
ons to comply.with'them, and ſo trongly diſpoſe 
us in our future Life, and Actions, 'to compoſe 
out ſelves to oe gut arten thereof,to the utmoſt 
of our  Abilitze3 particularly theſe Principles 
naturally produce in us. Firſt, Praiſes, antl 
Thankſgivings to God, private. and publick, 
for goods already done to our ſelves, or 6+ 
thers, wherein the Eſſence of Prayer # con- 
tained, nl ex 
. 2. Hence alſo ariſe Hope, Aftance, or 
Truſt in God , which I willingly acknowledge 
is fulleſt of aſſurance, when founded not only 
on obſervations, .or paſt, experience of  Fro- 
vidence ; but hath alſo revealed. promiſes 
annex'd, relating to future Good; 3. To cons 
clade, when our Acknowledgment, and: high 
eſteem of the divine Attributes move us to 
the imitation thereof, we muſt, needs thereby 
ariſe to theſe. high: degrees of Charity, or the 
endeavour of the greateſt. publick. good, which 


we 


\ 
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we obſerve in God to proſecute, and ſuch 
Charity imports not only exatt Fuſtice to all, 
but that overflowing bounty, tenderneſs and 
ſympathy with others, "beyond which humane 
Nature cannot arrive ; becauſe theſe not only 
harmoniouſly conſent with the like Perfetti- 
ns in God, but alſo co-operate with him, to 
the improvement of the finite parts of the 
rational Syſtem, whereof 'he is the infinite , 
hizing head, who declares he takes 
8 is dowe to the Members of this ins 
tellettual Society, as done to himſelf. 
Nevertheleſs, I profeſs my ſelf to under- | 
fland this Sympathy, or compaſſion in God in 
fuch a Sence only, as i" # underſtood in Holy 
Writ, for that infinite concern for" the good 
of his beſt Creatures, which'is contained in 
his infinite goodneſs, and is a' real perfettion 
of his Nature, not implying any miſtake of 
others for himſelf, nor any capacity of being | 
lefſened or hurt by the power of any mans mas 
lice, but yet fully anſwers, (nay infinitely ex- 
ceeds ) that ſolicitous care, and concern for the 
goodl' of others, which Charity and Compaſſion 
work in the beſt of men. | 
In ſhort, if the Reader will take the pains 
to peruſe the Three firſt Chapters of this 
Diſieurte he, will find, that we have, in ex- 


 Phaining the terms ofthis Propoſttion, not only 


giver a'bare interpretutionof Words, but % 
| J 
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fo have propaſed the true Notions, and Nge 
tures of \thole. things, from. whence: they. are 
ages 4: 46:far: 6h veceſſary for our Purpoſe, 
\may. &/erus. that by ous, and the /ame 
lakaur we. have dite(Hy, aud immediately exe - 
pays the. Romer, and necality of thoſe hue 
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ay be from heuce. better underſtood. 

- Bat as for. what: concerns. the. form. of this 


Propeſiine- at, is | $9 that it. is —_ 
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[ory it : cauſe. its. truth: toth chiefly 
depend upou _ fre, of- the whole, with 
the: parts. ;.its 1s «4s Plaindy: true of all. future 
time, aud;is, a6. of tew uſed: by us in. this Diſ- 
conr/e-with reſpedh te; futures, as. well-as Pre: 
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ſerie Ations.” And therefore this" Propofitio k 


,#s more fit for 'our purpdſe;} Becauſe built 'upoie 
0 particular Hypothefis forit'toth not ſup 
poſe. men born in” a Civil State, nor (yet out 
of it, neither ſee" any Kindred"or Relation to 
be among men, as derived fromthe ſame'cont. 


mon Parents, as we are taught by the Holy 


Scriptures'; finte the obligation'of 'the\Laws 


of | Nature is to be demoniftrated'to'thoſe:who 
do not yet" acknowledge them. Neither on the 
other fide. dotÞ'vt "ſuppoſe," (as Mr."H\ doth 


in his de Cive) a great" many men alreatly 


grown, aud ſprung up but" of | the Earth like 
Muſhrioms*, Bit our Propoſition, and at® thoſe 


things whith we have deduted: from it,- might 
have" bets” underſtood, and" acknowledgbdby 
the firſt Parents of mankind, 'if they had only 


ronfidered themſelves together with God und 


their Poſterity which was to come" into. the 
world, Neither may it leſs eafily berunder- 
Fool and" admitted by thoſe Nations, which 
have not yet heard of - Adam and. Eve.: 3 

Neither may it be amiſs to obſerve, concer- 
niux the Sence"of thu Propoſition, that in the 
ſame words in which the Cauſe of the greateſt; 
and beſt effet is laid down, there is alſo de- 
Irvered in" ſhort the means to the chiefeſt 
end," becauſe the \ effetF of 'a rational Agent, 
after it \is conceived in its mind, and that- it 
hath determined to beſtow '4ts_\endeauours 
WY ws © 
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in producing it, is called the End, and the 
Adts, or Cauſes by which it endeavours to 
effett it, are called the means; and from this 
ob ſervation, may be ſhown a true method of re- 
ducing all thoſe things, which Moral Philoſo- 
phers have ſpoken about” the means to the beſt 
end , into natural Theorems concerning the. 
Power of humane Attions, in producing ſuch 
Effets ; and in this form, they may more eafis 
ly be examined whether they are true, or not, 
and may be more evidently demonſtrated ſo to 
be ; and alſo we may hence learn by the like 
Reaſon, how eafily all true knowledge of the 
force of thoſe natural Cauſes, which we may 
any way apply to our uſe, does ſuggeſt fit Medi- 
ums for the attaining of the end intended, and 
ſo may be applyed to Prattice according to oc- 
tafton + Laſtly, from thence it appears, that et- 
ther of theſe Propoſitions, which we have now 
laid down, do ſo far approach to the nature 
of a Law, as they reſpett an end truly worthy 
of it, viz. The common good of all rational 
Beings ; or elſe (if you pleaſe to word it others 
wiſe) the Honour, or Worſhip of God, conjoyn- 
ed with the common Good, and Happi x44 of 
mankind. 3 
: And tho it doth not yet appear, that this Pro- 
pofition 1s a Law,becauſe the Lawgzver is not yet 
mentioned, nevertheleſs I doubt not but you will 
findin the Body of this poſe or it hath all 
\b things 
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things neceſſary to render it ſo, viz. God, con- 
fidered as a Legillator, and hu Will or Com- 
mands ſufficiently declared to us, as a Law 
from the wery conſtitution of our Natures, 
as alſo of other things without us ; and like- 
wiſe eſtabliſhed by ſufficient Rewards, and Pu- 
niſhnents both in this life, aud the next.; nei- 
ther do we ſuppoſe it can be more evidently 
proved, that God is the Author. of all things, 
than that he is alſo the Author of this Propo- 

ſition, concerning the common 'good of rational 
Beings, or concerning his own. Honour, and 
Warſhip conjoyned with the common Good of 
mankind : And tho I confeſs we have been 
more exait, and have dwelt longer upon the 
Rewards,that we may expett from the obſerva- 
tion of this Law, than upon the Puniſhments, 
which are appointed for the breach of it ; and 
tho' I know the Civilians have rather placed 
the Santtion of Ciuil Laws in Puniſhments, 
than Rewards ; yet I hope we have not offend- 
ed, tho' we a little deviate from their Senſe, 
and make it part of the Santtion of this Law, 
that it is eſtabliſhed by Rewards, as well. as 
Puniſhments ; fence it ome more agreeable to 
the Nature of wh , whoſe foot-ſteps are 
ftriftly to be followed, to confider the poſitive 
Tdea's of Canſes, aud Effeftts in our minds, and 
which do not receive either Negations, "or Pri. 

vations by our outward Senſes ; and our- Af- 
| ; x feetions 
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feflions ought rather to be moved by the Love, 
or Flopes, of a prefent, or future Good; than 
by the Fear, or hatred of the contxary Evil: 
For as #0 man is ſaid to Love, Life, Health,and 
thoſe grateful motions of the Nerves, or Spi- 
rits which are called corporeal Pleaſures, be- 
rauſe he may avoid Death, Sickneſs, or Pain ; 
but rather from their own intrinfick Goodneſs, 
vr Agreeableneſs with our humane Natures ; 
fo likewiſe no rational Man dgfires the Per- 


 feltions of the mind, to wit, the more, ample 


aid" diftinit knowledge of the moſt noble. Ob- 
jetts, the moſt happy State of ratienal Beings, 
tan ouly give him; and all this, not only that he 


may avoid the miſchiefs of Ignorance, Envy,and 


Malevolence ; but becauſe of that great FHap- 
pineſs, which he finds by experience to ſpring 
from fuch vertuous Attions, and Habits, __ 
which render it moft ungrateful to us, tv be des 
prived of them ; and ſo the Cauſes alſo of ſuch 
Privations are judg'd highly grievous, aid trou- 
bleſome : From whente it alſo appears,that even 
Ctvit Laws themfebves, when they are efta- 
bliſhed by Punifhments, (e, g.) by the fear of 
Death," o#Iofs of Goods, (if we confider the 
thing truly) do indeed force mex'to yield 0- 
bedience to them from the love of Life, or Ri» 
thes; which" 'they find can owly be preſerved 
by their obſervation. '80 that the avoiding of 
Death, and Poverty - but in other worgs Too 
y - 
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of Life, and Riches ; as hz who by two Nega- 
tives would fay he would not wait Life, means 
"no more, but that he defires to enjoy it: To 
which we may likewiſe add, that Civil Laws 
themſelves ought to be conſidered from the 
end "which the Law-makers regard in making 
them, as alſo which all good Subjets defign in | 
obſerving them; to wit, the publick Good of 
the Commonwealth ( part of which is communis 
cated to all of them-in particular, and ſo brings 
with it a natural Reward of their obedience,) 
rather than from the Puniſhments 'they threa- 
ten, by whoſe fear ſome only: are deterred from 
violating them ; and thoſe of. the worſt, and 
moſt wicked fort of Men. \ ... + Wi 
' But tho' we have ſhewn, that the Sum of 
all the Precepts ' or Laws of Natare, as alſo 
of the Sanitions annexed to them,. are briefly | 
contained in this Propoſition ; yet its Subjett, 
is ſtill but an endeavour to the utmoſt of aur 
Power, of the common Good of the whole Sy- 
Stem. of ' rational Beings, this limitation of the 
utmoſt of our Power implies, that we". do. not 
think our ſelves capable of adding any thing, 
to the Divine Perfetl ions which we willing}y act 
knowledge to be beyond our Power. So that here 
3 at once expreſt both- our Love towards God, 
and Good will to. mankind, who are the conſti- 
tuent parts of tha Syſtem. But the. Predicate of 
this Propofition is,  that\ which condluces to the 
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good of all itsfingular Parts, or Members,and in 
which our own Happineſs .zs contained as one part 
thereof. Since all thoſe good things, which we 
can do for others, are but the Effetts of this en- 
deavour : ſo that the Sum of all thoſegoods 
(of which alſo our own Felicity confiſt#.) can 
never be miſt of either in this Life,or a better, 
as the Reward of our obedience thereanto. So 
to the contrary Attions, Miſery in ths Life, 
'or in that to come, are the Puniſhments natu- 
\ Tomexion of the Predicate 
with the Subjett, u both the Foundation of the 
truth of this Propoſition; and alſo a Demon- 
ſtratiog of the natural Connexion, between this 
obedience, and the Rewards, as. alſo between 
the Tranſgreſſion, and the Puniſhments. 
From whence the Readers will eafily obſerve, 
the true Reaſon for which this, prattical Pro- 
poſition; and all. others which may be drawn 
from thence, do oblige all: rational Creatures to 


know, - aud underſtand it ; whilſt other | Propo- 


fitions. ( ſuppoſe Geometrical ones) tho. found 
out by right Reaſon, and ſo are Truths proceed- 
ing from God "himſelf, yet do not oblige men 
to any Ad, or Prattice phrſuant to them ; but 
may: be ſafely neglefted by moſt Men, to whons 
the Science. of Geometry may not be neceſſary ; 


whereas the" Effetts of "the endeauour of the 


common Good, do intimately concern the Hap- 
pineſs of. all mankind, (upon whoſe joynt or 
d 
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concurrent Wills, and Endeavuonrs, every. 
mans Happineſs doth after ſome fort depend) 
fo that this Endeavour, can by 10 means 
neglefted without endangering the loſing .all 
thoſe hopes of Happineſs, which God hath 
made known to us,f1 FY: our own Nature 5'n 
Nature of things ; and ſo hath{ufficiently deolar- 
ex the od pry al hs ca 
with allour Moral Attions.from whaſe Aduthort» 
ty, as well this general Propofetion, as all others, 
which are 'containedl ty #t\, muſt be underſtood 
to become Laws. * a6; chk 
So that from the terms 'of this Propoſition, 
it wapparent;that the nitequate,and immediate 
effett of our thus ating, 'and concerning which 
this Law 1s eablifted; 4% whatever wgrateful 
t0 God and beneficial to Men)that 1,the natural 
Good of all the parts of the whole Syſtem of ra- 
tional Beings; Nay furthers the greate/t-of all 
Goods, which we can imagine;or-perform- for 
them'; ſince it. is greater than the like good 
'of -any eparticuler \part, or Member of the:;fame 
Syſtem. And farther, it wthersby ſufficiently 
declared, that the Felicity of partioular Per- 
ſous, 1s derived from: thu happy. State of . the 
whole Syſtem .; as the Nutrition -of any 'one 
Member of an Animal us produced by:adne Di- 
Stribution of 'the whole Maſs of Blood diffuſed 
through all. the. garts:'of the Body. . From 
-whence it appears, that this Effet? ee 
| | : 
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be the beſt, fince it ſhews us, that not the pri- 
vate Felicity of any fingle Man u the princi- 
pal end of God the Legiſlator, -or ought to be 
fo þ any one, who will truly obey bis Will ; 
and by a Parity of reaſon it alſo appears, that 
thoſe humane Aftions, which from their own 
natural force, and Efficacy are apt to promote 
the common Good, are certainly better , than 
thoſe which co only ſerve the private Good of 
any one Man,and that by the ome proportion,as 
a common Good 1s greater than a private : So © 
likewiſe thoſe Altions, which take the neareſt 
way fo attain this effett as an Fnd, are called 
Right, becauſe of their natural Similitude with 
z raght or ſtraight line which i atways the ſhort + 
eff between the two Terms. But the ſame 
Adtions, when compared with a Natural, or 
pofrtive Law, as a rule of Life, or Manners, 
aud are found conformable to it, are called 
morally good, and alſo right ; that w, agreea- 
ble to the Rule, But the Rule #t ſelf «s called 
right, or fraight,as it fſhews the neareff way tq 
the End. But T ſhall referr you for the clea- 
rer Explication of theſe things, to what we 
have farther ſaid concerning them ve the Dif 
conrſe its felf, eſpecially *n the Second part, 
wherein we prove agninff Mr. Ns Primiple, 
that there s a true Natural, and Mord! Good 
antecetlent to Cruil Laws. 
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But however, it may not be amiſs to give 
you in ſhort the method which we take to 
prove, that this Law of endeavouring the com- 
mon Good, is really and indeed, and not Me- 
taphorically a Law. 1. Thu general Suppoft- 
tion being premiſed, That all particular Per- 
ſons who can either promote or oppoſe this com- 
mon Good are parts of that whole Body of mans, 
_ kind, which is either preſerved, oy prejudiced 
by their endeavours. We ſhall not now de- 
» ſcend to the particular Proofs as they are drawn ' 
from the Cauſes of ſuch Attions of which we 
have partly treated in the Chapter of humane 
Nature, and partly from their natural Effets 
and Conſequences, of which we have largely 
diſcourſed, in the Chapter of the Obligation 
of the Law of Nature ; as*alſo in the Second 
part in our Obſervation on Mr. H's Principles ; 
all which may nevertheleſs be reduced to theſe 
plain Propoſitions. 1. As.T have obſerved it 
z manifeſt, that our Felicity, or higheſt Re-' 
ward 1s eſſentially connefted by God the Le- 
giſlator, with the moſt full, and conſtant exer- 
ciſe of our natural Powers employed about the 
nobleſt Objefts, and greateſt Effefts they can be 
capable of as proportioned to them ; from 
whence 4t may be gathered, that all men en- 
dued with theſe Faculties are naturally obliged 
under the penalty of lofing, or miſſing of this 
their HHappine(s, to exerciſe thoſe Powers about. 
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the worthieſt Objefts, ( viz.) God, and Mane 
kind. Nor can it be long doubted, whether our 
Faculties may be more - happily exerciſed in 
maintaining Friendſhip, or Enmity with them; 
for I think it is certain, there can be no Neu- 
| tral State in which God and Men, can neither 
be beloved, nor hated; or in which we. can 
ſtand ſo far Neuters, as neither to do things 
gratefull, nor ungratefull to them. But if 
it be granted, that there is a manifeſt Ne- 
ceſſty ( if we will be truly happy :) of pres 
ſerving Amity both. with God and Men, 
here is thereby preſently declared the San« 
Aion of this general Law of Natare, which 
we are now enquiring into, for this alone efta- 
bliſhes all Natural Religion, and alſo all thoſe 
things, which are neceſſary to the Happineſs 
and' preſervation of Mankind, which are, bee 
fades Piety towards God, 1. 4 peaceable 
Commerce and Agreement of divers Nations, 
which are treated of by the Law of Nations, 
which is but a Branch or ſubordinate Member 
of this great Law of Nature. 2. The Conſtis 
tution,. and Conſervation of a Civil Society, or 
Common-wealth, which is the Scope of all Ci- 
vil Laws. And, 3.' The Continuance of Da- 
meſtick Relations, and private Friendſhips, 
concerning which the general Rules of Ethicks, 
as alſo the more particular ones of Ceconomies do 

preſcribe. And therefore, we have put togg- 
| es | - _ 
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ther many things in the Chapter of humane 
Nature, by which all particular Perſons of 
found Minds are fome way rendred capable of 
jo large a Society, and are either more nearly, 
or remotely diſpoſed fo it. And we do here 
ztreat the Reader, that he will wot confieer 
thoſe things, each of them Jimgly, or apart, but 
all together ; fince from all of them conjoyned, 
" he may raiſe a ſuffecient Argument ts prove the 
Exiſtence, and evince the Sanition of this moſt 
general Law of Nature, and that Men will ne- 
ceſſarily fail of their Fappineſs, which chiefly 
conſiſts in the Adequate, or proper Exerciſe of 
_ their rational Faculties, unleſs they will ex- 
erciſe them in cultivating this Amity, or Love 
both with God, and Men ; to which Ends they 
are before all other Animals particularly ad- 
apted. | | | 
But from the Effefts of ſuch Ations condu- 
cing to the Common good of Rational Be- 
ings, we have alſo further ſhewn i the Chay- 
ter of the Obligation of the Laws of Nature, 
that this Sanition by Jufficient Rewards, and 
Puniſhments, is moſt commonly connetted with 
ſach Ations. And it is manifeſt, that in the 
firſt place God, as the beſt and wiſeſt of Ra- 
tional Beings is to be loved, and honoured b) 
ſuch Attions or Endeavoars, as that the Goods, 
and Fortunes of all innocent Perfons of what 
Nation ſoever, are thereby ſecured as for as 
| ies 
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lies in our Power, and all things profitable for 
particular Perſons, procaret according to the 
Proportvon they hear tothe good of the whole 
Brdly of Mankind! ; Jo-vhar this Law will not 
permit any thing to be done, whioh the Care 
of the whole lorh not tallow : Nor can any thing 

be \uppoſed more worthy a rational Creature and 
 frmwhence greater Effedts can proveedt, than 2 

W3l ahoays propeafe townrels the good of this 
whole Og &y the Condutt-of a Right 
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Therefore, foce-3t Tan certaiwly tbe Yorehnown, 
that ach Efeis will follow from this Fudea- 
Bur, nd Man can bet that ail the Foys, 


anel prefent Comforts of true Piety,are therein 


Immortality, 
Peace, vant commerce with Yhuſe of vther Na- 
tions, anel all thuſe Eraoluments borhof Civil, 
and Domeſtick Government, and private 
Freendfhips which are connetted with this En- 
deauonr, as the common Rewardls thereof, and 
which cannot any Means within vur 
Power he otherwiſe -obratmed. So that, hewho 

lets the Care uf the Common good, doth 
br rojett whe true Cauſes vf his own Pelicity, 
-and'embraces theſe of is Whiſery," "25 1 Pacnifh- 
wiwtalue to bis Folly. Tn: ſport, fince it ts 
wauntfeſt from the Nature of things, t#hat the 
higheſt Eappmeſs which we camprocure-for our 


ſebves, 
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ſelves, proceeds from our Care both of Piety 
to God, and Love and. Peace with Men.. And 
that the Endeavour of theſe can only be found 
in his Soul, who truly ſludieth the common 
Good of all Rational Beings, it is alſo evident, 
that the greateſt Rewards, that any one .can ac- 
quire, are neceſſarily cometted with this. En- 
deavour, and that the Loſs, or ——: 
of this Felicity, doth neceſſarily adhere as a 
Puniſhment to the oppoſite Attions. The for- 
mer of theſe, which declares the true Cauſes of 
all that Felicity, which particular Perſons can 
thereby obtain, we have proved from Natural 
Effetts found by Experience. The latter,( viz.) 
that Piety to God, and Charity or Benevolence 
towards all Men, are contained in the Endea- 
vour of the common Good ; and we have alſo 
proved in the fourth Chapter, that al Yertues, 
both private aud publick, are contained in this 
Endeavour. | 
But becauſe the Connexion of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, which follow thoſe Afts which are 
for the common Good, or oppaſite to it, is ſome- 
thing obſcured by thoſe Evils which often be- 
fall good Men, and thoſe good Things which 
too frequently . happen to Evil ones, it. is 6- 
nough to our. Purpoſe to. ſhew, that notwith- 
* ftaniling all theſe. the Connexiou between them 
* is. ſo ſufficiently conſtant, and manifeſt in the 
Nature of things, that from thence may be 


certainly 


hy. 
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certainly gathered the Sanftion of the Law of 
Nature,commanding the former, and prohibiting 
the latter Aftions. And we may ſuppoſe thoſe 
Puniſhments to ſuffice for its Santtion, which, 
(all things rightly weighed ) much exceed the 
Gain that may. ariſe from any At done con- 
trary to this Law. But in comparing of 'the 
Effetts which do follow good Aftions on one 
hand, and Evil ones on the other. thoſe good, 
or evil Things oughtgnot 'to be reckoned in to 
the Account, which either cannot be acquired; or 
avoided by any humane Prudence, or Induſtry ; 
ſuch as are thoſe which proceeding from the Na- 
taral Neceſſity of External Cauſes, may happen 
to any owe by mere Chance, which are wont ta 
fall out alike, both to good and bad. There- 
fore we ſhall only take thoſe. into our Account, 
which may be foreſeen and prevented by hu- 
mane Foreſight, as ſome way depending upon 
oar-own Wills or Adts. | 
But I muſt alſo acknowledge, that theſe Ef- 
feds do not all depend. upon our own particular 
Powers, | but many of them do alſo proceed from 
the good Will and Endeavours of other Ratio« 
xals;. yet. fince it, may 'be kyown from their 
Natures, as they are, 1s They; t0 our own, 
that the common Good is the \beſt, and grea- - 
teſt End which they can propoſe to themſelves, 
and. that \their Natural Reaſon requires that 
they ſhould. att. for an End, and rather for {ou 
Fe RD! That 
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than any other befs good, or leſs perfett + Aud 
that it is moreover known by Experience, that 
fuch Effeits of Vniverfal Benevolence, may be 
for the moſt part obtained from others, by bur 
own benevolent Ations; it ts juft that thoſe 
Effetts ſhould be numbred or efteemed among 
theſe Conſequences,- which do for the moſt part 
ſo fall out, becauſe every Man is efteemed able 
to do whatever he can perform, or obtain by 
the Aﬀiftance of others. So that the whole 
Reward which is conefed to good Aﬀtions, þ y 
the natural Conſtitution of Things, is fome- 
what like thoſe Tributes of which the publick 
Revenues confiſt, which do not only arife out of 
conſtant Rents, but alſo out of divers contin- 
gent. Payments, ſuch as Cuſtom, or Exciſe up- 
on Commodities, whoſe value, although it be 
very great, yet 'ts not afways certain, though 
they are ofteu farmed out, at a certain Rate. 
Therefore in the reckoning up of theſe Rewards, 
noe only thoſe parts thereaf - ought to come into 
Account, which immutably adhere to" good 
Afttons, ſuch as are that Happineſs, which 
tonfiſts in the Knowledge and Love of God: 
and good Men, the abſolute Government of ouf 
Paſſons, the fweet Harmony, and Agreement 
betwixt the true Principles of our As and 
all the parts of our Lives, the Pavour of the 
Deity, and the Hopes of a bleſet Immortali- 
ty proceeding from all theſe : But there " 
alſs 
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alle to be taken into the Account, all thoſe 
Geods, which do, (though contingently) adhere 
to them, aud which may either happen ta us 
from the good Will of others, or flow from that 
Concord, and Society, whith is either main- 
tained between divers Nations, or thoſe of the 
ſame Common-wealth ; and which we do as far 
- as we are able, procure for our ſelves by a 
benevolent Aftions. And by the like Reaſon, 
we may alſo enderſtaud of what particulars all 
that Miſery, or thoſe Puniſhments may conſiſt, 
which is conneffed with thoſe Aits, that are 
hurtfull to the common Good. 
$0 that all of us may learn from the Neceſſity 
of the Condition in which we are born, and 
live, to eſteem. contingent Goods ; and to be 
drawn to att by the Hopes of them ; for the 
Air it ſelf, which is ſo neceſſary for our ſub« 
fiſtence, and Preſervation deth not always be- 
nefit our Bloud, or Spirits, but is ſometimes ins 
fefted with deadly Steams, and Vapours : Nor 
can our Meat, Drink or Exerciſe always -pre- 
ſerve our Lives, but do often generate Diſea- 
ſes. And Agriculture it ſelf doth not always 
pay the Fusband-man's Toyl with the expetted 
Gain, but ſometimes he even loſes by it. And 
fare we are not leſs naturally drawn to the 
Endeavonr of the common Good, than we are to 
ſuch natural Attions from the Hope of a Good, 
that may but probably proceed from them, But 


how 
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how jul we may hope for a conſiderable Return 
from all others, joyntly confidered, for all our 
Labours beſtowed upon the common Good ; we 
ſhall be able to make the beſt Account of, tphen 


we conſider what our own Experience, . and the 


Hiſtory of ail Nations for the time paſt, may 


teach us to have befallen thoſe who have either 
regarded; or deſpiſed this great End. 

But becauſe the whole Endeavour of this 
common Good, contains uo more but the Wor- 


ſhip of the Deity, the Care of Fidelity, Peace, 


and Commerce betwixt Nations, and the inſti- 
tuting, - and maintaining Government both Civil 
and Domeſtick, -as alſo particular Friendſhips, 
as the parts thereof taken together, it is ma- 
nifeſt, that the Endeavour thereof expreſt by 
a tautual Love and Aſſiſtance muſt in ſome De- 
gree be found among all Nations, as neceſſary to 
their own Happineſs and Preſervation : Nay, 


it ſeems farther manifeſt to me, that thoſe who *' 


attain but to the Age of Manhood do owe all 


thoſe paſt Tears, much more to the Endeavour 


of others beſtowed upon the common Good, than 
to their own Care, which in their tender Age 
was almoſt none at all. For we then do alto- 
gether depend upon, and owe our Preſervation 
to that Obedience, which others yield as well 
fo Oeconomical Precepts, as to all Laws both 
Civil and" Religious, which do wholly proceed 
from this-Care of the common Good, Whereas 

Y it 
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it is certain, that if afterwards we expoſe our 
Lives to danger, Tea, if we loſe them for the 
publick Good, we ſhould loſe far leſs for its 
ſake, . than we did befote reteive from it; for 
we do then. only loſe the uncertain Hopes of 
future Exjayments,, whereas .it is certain that 
ſcarce. ſo. much as the Hope of them can re- 
main to particular Perſons where the common 
Good is deftroyed, for we have thence received 
the real Poſſeſſion. of all thoſe Contentments of 
Life, -with which we are bleſt : And therefore 
we are bound in Gratitude, as well as by In- 
tereſt, to return thoſe again whenever they are. 
lawfully required of us ; though I grant (for 
the Honour of the Goſpel) that. the firme(t 
Encouragements, and greateſt Reward we Men 
can have for expoſing , nay, lofing our Lives 
for the Benefit, or Service of the Common- 
bealth, is that Happineſs we may juſtly ex- 
pet in: another. Life after this.. 27 
. Theſe things ſtem evident to us, as reſem- 
Hing that. Method whereby we are naturally 
taught, that the Health, and Strength of our 
whole Body is preſerved by the good Eſtate of 
its Pra Members, in its receiving Food, 
end Breath : Although ſometimes Diſeaſes 


may breed within the Body, or divers outward 
Accidents (as Wounds, Braiſes and the like) 
a happen to it from wit 

Las | e 


out, which may hin- 
der 
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der the particular Members from receiving 
that Nonrifhment, which is neceſſary for them: 
And we are taught after the ſame Manner 
by the Aits, immediately promoting the com« 
mon good, that the Happineſs of particular 
Men, (which are the Members of this natu« 
ral Syſtem) may no leſs certainly be expelled, 
wor are leſs naturally derived from'thenct, 
than the Strength of aur Hands doth proceed 
from the due State of the whole Maſs of 'Bload, 
and nervous Juice : Though we confeſs that 
many things may happey, which 'may ' cauſe 
this general Care of the whole Bodly of Man: 
tind, not always to meet with the good Effeft 
we defire; ſo that particular Sfp -ma} 
certainly, infallibly enjoy alt the Felicity the 
can hope for, or expett: Tet this is no Argu- 
ment againſt it, any more than that the taking 
| in of Air, and Aliments, (however neceſſar 
for the whole Body) ſhould. prevent all thoſe 
Accidents, - and Diſtempers 'it 4s ſubjeft to 
fince it may happen as well by the violent, an 
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unjuſt Aftions of our fellow Subjefts, (like thel jr 
diſeaſed Conſtitution of fome inward part) oflt;, 
by the Invaſion of a, foreigs Enemy (like aj.) 
Blow, or other outward Violence) that goodfh,.: 
Men may . be deprived in this Life of Pd q) 


0, 


Remards of their good Deeds, and may allh Who, 
Saffer droers outward Boil; Tet frnce theſtsp;;; 


are 


ny 


to the Reader. 
are more often repelled by the Force of Cor 
tord, and Civil Government, or are often 
' Bl ſprok off after ſome ſhort Diſturbances, enher 
Þ by bur own private Power, or elſe by that of 
' If the Civil Sword, as Diſeaſes are thrown off by 
* 4 healthful Crifis, or Effort of Nature. So 
, that notwithſtanding all theſe Evils, Men are 
i hore often recompenced with greater Goods, 
d partly from the Aſſiſtance of others, but chiefly 
, from that of Civil Government, or elſe of 
t i Leagues made with Neighbouring States : 
Bl From whence it is that Mankind hath never 
* beer yet deſtroyed; notwithſanding all the 
7 Tyranny and Wars, that Men's unreaſonable 
d Paſſions have exerciſed, and raiſed in the 
J World, and that Civil Governments, or Em- 
Wl pires, have been more laſting than the moſt 
YM long loved Animals, Prom all which it is aps 
"Bl parent, that the deprived Appetites of divers 
fe Men, or thoſe ref which do often produce 
i Motions ſo oppoſite to the common Good, ought 
1B more to binder us from acknowledging the 
Natural Propenſions of all the reſt of , ny 
| LaPPE Conk bred together) .to be more power- 
* Ufifully carried towards that which we every 
00BDay ſee may be procured thereby, (viz.) The 
"BConſervation and farther Perfettion of the 
"Wvhole Body of Mankind, than that divers 

Diſeaſes Feed in the parts of Animals, or 
wy outward Violence ſhould hinder us from 
E'2 acknow's 
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acknowledging, that the Frame of | their Bo 
dies, and the Natural Function of their patts 
are fitted, and intended by God, for the Con 
ſervation of Life, and the Propagation of 
their Species. 


= 


But that we may carry on this Similitude, 
(between a living Body and its particular 
Members, with the whole Body of Mankind, 

. and all the Individuals contained under it,) 
a little farther, I will here give you Mon- 
ſieur Paſcal's Excellent Notion concerning thi 

common Goog, as it is pulliied fl 
R PF — — thoſe Fragments,. Entituled, Les 

Morales, Penſees de Monſieur Paſcal, fnc: 
| #t both explains and confirms ou 
Method. * He there ſuppoſes, That God ha- 
* ving made the Heavens, and the Earth, and 
* divers other Creatures, not at all ſenfible 
* of their common Happineſs, would alſo make 
* ſome rational Beings which might know him, 
* and might make up one Body conſiſt ing of 
© ratzonal Members ; and that all Men art 
* Members of this Body, ſo that it is neceſſar\ſj 
* to their happineſs,that all particular Men, aff: 
* Members of this Body, conform their parti 
* cular Wills to the Univerſal Will of God, 
* that governs the whole Body, as the Head 
© Soul thereof. And though it often happens, 
© that one Man falſly ſuppoſes himſelf a 
* tndependent Being, and jo will make hint 

« tht 
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* the only Centre of all his Attions ; yet he will 
* at laſt find himſelf whilſt in this State, ( ſe- 
* parated from the Body of rational Beings, 
off 414 who wot having any true Principle of 
* Life, or Motion, doth nothing but wander a- 
* bout) diſtratted in the uncertainty of his own | 
* Being ; but if ever he comes to a true know- 
1 © ledge of himſelf, he will find, that he is not 
'l © that whole Body, but only a ſmall Member of 
nf © it, and. hath no proper Life, and Motion, 
ll © hut ashe is a part thereof: So that to re- 
* gulate our Self-love, every Man ought to ima- 
«ll © gine himſelf, but one ſmall part of this Body 
ol © of Mankind, compoſed of [4 many intelligent 
* Members, and to know what Proportion of 
* Love every Man oweth himſelf, let him con- 
Jl © fider what Degree of Love the Body bears 
| * to any one ſmall finale part, and ſo much. 
Hl © Love, that part (if it had ſenſe) ought to 
* beſtow upon it ſelf, and no more: All _ 

of * love that exceeds this is. unjuſt. So far this 
ſagacious contemplative Gentleman thought 

| long ſince, though T confeſs he doth not proceed 
. to ſhew in what manner the Good of every in- 
dividual Perſon depends upon the Happineſs 
of the whole Body of Mankind, as our Author 
hath here done; though no doubt, he was 
excellently well fitted to doit, if be had 
lived to 'reduce thoſe excellent Thoughts, into 
a ſet Diſcourſe. 3 1 We 
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We - have delivered in this Epitome the 
Summ of that Method, by which we have en- 
quired into the Saudtion of the Laws of Na- 
ture, in which we have confidered all the Fe- 
licity naturally flowing frow good Attions, as a 
Reward annexed to them by God the Author of 
Nature, and their Loſs, or contrary Evils that 
follow them, as a Puniſhment naturally flowing 
from their Tranſgreſſion : And indeed, our 
Method ſecms very much confirmed from the 
common. Conſent of Mankind, fince all Men, 
of however different Opinions concerning mo- 
ral Principles, do yet agree in this, that 
good Afions ought ſtill to be encouraged 7 
Rewards, and evil ones to be reſtrained by 
Puniſhments ; in this all Sedts of Philoſophers, 
however quarrelling among themſelves, do a- 
gree ; As" alſo the runs of all Religions, 
and the Makers of all Civil Laws, have made 
this their main Foundation ; Nay, thoſe, who 
would ſeem moſt to negleft all Rewards, and 
would deduce all Vertues from Gratitude a» 
lone, yet find it necefſary to acknowledge this 
Gratitude to proceed from the Memory of Be- 
xefits receivd: But ſure it flill argues as 
wuch Love towards ourſelves, when we are 
perſuaded to do our Duty by a Confideration 
of Benefits already recezved, as when we do it 
for the ſame things to be received hereafter ; 
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yea, - be. ſeents to at wore generogſly, who is 
moved to att for a good only in expetation, 
than he who doth as much for the like good 
things, which he already enjoys. Views 
But this Method which we have here taken 
t0 reduge all the Laws of Nature to this fin-' 
gle Propofition of endeavouring the common 
Good, EE the more convenient, becauſe its 
| pref 43: more. eafie, and expedite than that 
of ſo. many Rules, which are wont to be pro- 
fofed by 696: 4 FP ant the Memory will be 
leſs burdened by the daily Remembrance of 
, this ene \Propofition, than of many ; eſpecially 
| when'we are direited to it from the Nature 
f this common Groed, as a Meaſure where- 
'y the Judgment of auy coufidering Man, 
way put Bounds to his owwn Adtions, and Paſir 
ns," in. the. doing, of which all Moral Virtne 
Ss, And this Work Ariſtotle bath re- 
commended to the Judgment of every rational 
Man in his Dbfinition of Vertue, though he 
hathinot.indeed jhewn as the Rate x making 
this Fadgment ; whereas our Propoſition tea- 
had as, that the Rule is to be ſb, va from the 
Natare of the beſt, and greateſt End; that is, 
Reſpett being had to all the parts of the whole 
Of rational Beings, or of that Commons 
wealeh.of which Goa' 4s the deaf, and all the 


Members aft his Subjefts. . | $ 
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Aud from this Principle is alſs-:to be deri- 
wed that Order, or Preference among. all ' the 
particular Laws of Nature, © according"to 
which, the former doth ſtill retain, or limit 
the latter, which Dr. Sharrock hath pru- 
dently, and ſolidly | obſerved - in his Book De 
Officiis, Chap. 10. As for Example, that. there, 
is a Prior Reaſon for abſtaining from invading 
that which is anothers, than of. obſerving Pro- 
miſes ; and likewiſe there is a greater Account 
to be made of Faith once given, than of \rg- 
' turning Benefits, &c. But. the true Ground of 
all theſe Rules is only to be found 'in our 
Principle, becauſe it more conduces 'to""the 
common Good, that a Prior Law' of Nature 
concerning _—_ and preſerving Properties 
ſhould not be violated by the Invaſion-of. ano« 
ther's Right, than that-any one (ſhould obſerve 
- a Compatt, or Promiſe, when it cannot be' done 
' without ſuch an Invaſion; and there'is the like 
Reaſon in obſerving thoſe other Laws,which we 
bave reckoned up in the following Diſcourſe, 
according to their due Order and. Dignity - 


' ' fo that indeed no May ought to wonder, that 


we have fo poſitively aſſerted, that no Fertue 
can be explained without a Reſpe . to:\3he. 
State 4 all rational Beivgs, or of the: whale 
zntellectual World ; for we ſee in Natural Phis 
toſophy, that the Accidents of Bodies daily 


obvious 
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oboidas to-our Senſes, fuch as are the. commu- 
nication'of Motion,Gravitation, and the Ation 
of | Light and . Heat, Firmueſs and Fluidity, 
Rarefattion and Condenſation, -cay' never. be 
explained,without a Reſpett to the whole Syſtem 
of the cor poreal-World,and the Motion thertin 
robe preſerved : Laſtly, from this'order among 
theLaws of Nature whereby all the ſpecial ones 
are ffill made ſubordinate to, this general one 
of 'the' common: Goad, and: the loweft: of thew 
to the higheſt, it may eafily be ſhewn that God 
wever ' diſpenſes with them, unleſs in. thoſe 
Caſes," ins-which. the- Obligation. of. a lower, 
or-'leſs - Law; may: ſeem to- Ge raken away, and 
the nature of ' the Aion ſo changed, ' as that 
there maybe only place left for the Obſervas» 
tt0n of. the. higher. | | 
To conclude, we bave here likewiſe. ſhewn, 
that the Generation of all Commonwealths us 
to be: deduced from theſe two Principles, tend- 
ing to:this great End of the common Good of 
Rationals,v1Z; firſt ; from that which Commands 
the'\ Conſtitution of a diſtinit Froperty in 
things, and in. the labours, or endeavours 
of Perſons, whereby no' ſuch Property is yet 
inſtituted; and where "it us found to be ſo, ta 
preſerve it inviolate, as the chief and neceſ- 
' ſary: Medium to this common Good.. 2,, From 


( 


that Law which: Command. s. a peculiar Love, 


or 


The Prefice - 
or '\Benevolence of Parents towards the ir.Chite 
dren ; for this could nevir bave exerted it 
ſelf,” anleſs oar firſt Parents had permitted 
their Children when grown up, to enjoy. a pai 
of thoſe neceſſaties of Life, which were necd- 
fat for their future Subfrfldnce, and ſo from 
muny ſuch Fathers of Families :joyning toge+ 
_ ther he by mutual Compaits for: common Defince, 
weovg ariſe '\ the pot Goverunents \ it the 
49 of wharſoever kind you pleaſe to ſue 


"ths in the following Diſcourſe, "oy hace 
ze our ſelves within the 


rhought it beſt to confi 
Bounds of Phileſophy,and have wholly abflatncd 
wo therefore 


from 'T, $rw'y Cuefos * 
te have not ſaid any thing 'concerning; Good! 
or Evil Spirits, or Angels, or takew' \intheir 
Good or Happineſs, info bur Hypotheſis, Yor:: *. 
tho" TI dowbt not of the Pxiſtenre of fach tne 
rebigent Beings, yet it i certain, all we can 
arderfane of Yi Pr; wholly fro 0h. 
vine Revelition, or © Tradition, ne 
of which are trud Means of onng: P hides 
ophical, of natural # rag > 4 
43 far the Second Part. of phi Fr reariſe, in 
which is contained the Conſular tons of forme 4 
Mr. H'sP rinciples,: or Arguments ; n Flew 
Birſt: part "i entire Withont 3, "anvd2 


rPath u « ſufficient PROW-19 its Yo, "ent 


to the Reader. 


iz to the diſcretion. of the Reader, whether 
he will trouble himſelf to peruſe it, or not, 
ſince all Men's tempers, do not alike ſuit, with 
the ſtudy of Controverſies; but: if was. neceſ- 
ſary not only to lay a Foundation of better 
moral Principles, but alſh fo ſhew the Palſboed, 
and Vanity. of thoſe he hath laid down \; fence. 
otherwiſe it, might have been thought by ſome, 
| that they were altogether unanſwerable © Tot 
1 hope we have performed thats unpleaſant 
Task, without: refletting upon the Memory of 
the dead,and diſturbing the Aſpes of a Perſon, 
who whilſt be. lied, was ( as - muſt be acknows 
ledged) even by bis Enemies, confiderably fas 
mous, both for Wit and Learning, 
T have little more to add; but that I doabt 
not, but our learned Author (whoſe work 
I have now abridged) hath hit upon that true 
method of proving the Law of Nature, 
Advancement -of Learning , 

* tels the Reader that be defired to ſee wel 
* performed, and that: his Deſign was: to make 
-* enquiry into the true Fountains of Juſtice ; 
* and publick Ttility, and fo in every part of 
* the Law, toerepreſent a: Kind of real Cha- 
* raſter, or /dea.of that which' is truly juſt ; 


«© by which. genera! Mark, be that wil bead 
Or 


{ 


The. Preface / 


© or endeavour the Amendment of the Lans 
© of particular Kingdoms, or | States, may be 
* truly \ guided | in "this ' noble Undertaking ; 
And - he there proceeds. to ous ſome general 
Aphoriſms, which he calls the Idea's of Uni- 
verſal Fuſtice , and his Fifth Aphoriſm is 
very home to - our purpoſe, for he there tells 
as," that the main End'to which all Laws 
ſhould:tend, and whereunto they ſhould di- 
re their Decrees, and Sanctions, is only the 


common Good, or Felicity: of the People : 


And ſure this could have no Foundation,but as 
the Felicity of any particular People, or Nation 
is contained in | general, or. the common Good, 
and Happineſs of rational Beings. 

And tho" I grant that our Faculties are 
wot ':fitted to pierce into the internal Fabrick, 
and real Eſſences of Bodies as the above- 
mentioned Author of the Eſſay of humane 


| Underſtanding, - hath ' very well obſerved ; 
"Tet in the ſame place he alſo grants, © That 


© the Knowledge we have of. them, is ſufficient 
© to diſcover to us the Being of a God, and of 
© a Divine Providence,. and that the Xnuow- * 
© ledge of our ſelves, and the Nature of other 
* things are ſufficient to lead us'into a full, 
© and clear Diſcovery of our Duty towards 
© bins, as. being the great Concernment of our 
© Lives,and that it becomes us as rational Crea- 

| * tures 


to the: Reader. 


* tures. to employ our Faculties abaut; what - 
© they are moſt adapted to, and follow the: di- 
© reftion of Nature, where it ſeems to point 
© us out the way. $6 that it is highly rea- 
© ſonable to conclude, that our proper Employ- 
© ment lies in moral, rather than natural 
* Truths: And therefore the ſame Author hath 
* in his Fourth Book, -and Third C hapter,pag, 
© 274. this Paſſage : The Idea of a ſupream 
© Being, infinite in Power; and Wiſdom, 
: whos Workmanſhip we are, and on . whom 
© we depend, and the Idea of our: ſelves as 
© underſtanding, rational Creatures,being ſuch 
© as are clear to us, theſe. would, 1 ſuppaſe, if 
* duly confidered, and purſued, afford. ſuch 
* Foundations of our Duty, and rules of 
* Afton, as might place Morality amongft the 
.* Scrences 7A of Demonſtration ; wherein 
* I doubt not, but . from Principles as incox- 
© teſtable as thoſe of the Mathematicks, by 
* necefſary Conſequences, the meaſures of Right 
* and Wrong might be made .out to any oxe 
* that will apply himſelf with the ſame in- 
* differency and attention to the one, as he 
* dotheto the other of theſe Sciences : And in 
the T1 x” Chapter of the ſame Book,he ſaith, 
:325.This gave me the Confidence to advance 
' that Conjetture, which IT ſuggeſted Chap. 7. 
* Viz. That Morality is Noelle f* Demonſtra- 


£008 
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© zo 43 well as Mathematicks ; Por the Idea's 
© ?hat Ethicks are converſant about, being all 
© real Eſſences ; and ſuch as I imagine have 
*z diſcoverable Connexion, and Agreement 
© one with another : So far as we can Fd their 
© Eiabitudes, and Relations, ſo far we ſhaſ 
©Bz poſſeſſed of . certain, real, and general 
* Truths; And I doubt not, but if a right 
© method were taken, a great part of Morality 
* mitht be made out with that clearneſs that 
© could leave to a conſidering Man, no more 
© reaſon to doubt, than he could have to doubt 
© of the Truth of any Propoſitions in Mathema- 
© zrcks which have been demienſtrated to him. 

And Tam confident our Author hath found 
eat this only right method; and made uſe 
of the fitteſt Demonſtrations FE Proof of 
this Principle of the common Good of rational 
Beings, as the Sum of all natural Lans ; "4 
that 7 hope you will have no cauſe to doubt, 
But that he bath as fully demonſtrated it to be 
fo,as if he had given us ſo many Mathematical 
Demonſtrations of it, 23) 

But fince as in the Mathematicks, there are 
required certain Principles, or Poſtulatums, 
which muſt be taken for granted, before its 
Profeſſars are able to demonſtrate any thing 
from them ; [o we , [ball reduce all we have 
to ſay on this Subjett, into Six plain Poſtula- 

- . -  8@; 


to the Reader. 


ay .\ the Three firſt of which having been al- 

Ren, wy others both in. Latin and 
5oh { «wave \the Proof” of \'thems, 
full oc my ſelf. wholly 10 the Three 


tions are t | 
x: That" dbere is oxe Tnftnite, moſt p ower- 
fut, imtoligent Being, , which we call Gol, who 
+ the Aut, ; ant Credor of the Univerſe, or . 
World. - 3 {441+ 

WoW "Thad FIR be hath erawdeal, fo bediks- 
$4 aobies "us, and preſerves this World, con- 
fifting of SO Rodiorand Spirits, by certain corpo- 
real Motions, and Dittates of Reaſon, by which 
Spirit#"att as ''the 'Objef Infliruments of. bis 
Providence. 

. That God, thereby maintains, ed pre- 
ſerves all his Creatures, and farther defiges 
the Happineſs, and Preſervation of ſuch of 
them as are ſenſible, as far as their frail, and 
mortal Natures will admit,- and that Power 
which God hath grven to ; mankind over them. 

4: That of all Animate, 6r ſenſible Crea- 
tures, God hath'made Man alone to be conſci- 
ous of his own Exiſtence; and alſo that it #s 
more particularly his Duty, to att as his ſub- 
ſervient Inſtrument ; not only for his own pri» 
vate Good, and Ha appineſs but alſo for the 
common Good of al rational Beings. 


5. That 


| _ The'Preface 
.> 5. T hat this: knowledge of -God's Will, as 
our \Duty, is '\platuly diſcovered to ws, from. the 
Being and: Nature of God,:as.'alſo of our ſelves, 
and of thoſe. things without: us; which he hath 
made neceſſary\for our uſe,"and Preſervation. 
6." That. theſe -Diftates, or Conclafions 0 
right reaſon, all tending, to. one great wy 
viz: the common" Goad of yational. Þeings' (in 
which our own is contained) being given us 
Sy:Ged as a Legifatorifor theewell.governin 
or right ordering of our 'Attions. to-this Bud 
conftitute\the \Law of -Nature ; as being efta- 
Bhliſhed by ſufficient Rewards and Punifhments, 
hothin this:Life,\. and'#n that to come... 
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cat: Modeſty, or _þc- 


ts ae He 


i ' and + % xcial 
by by Ma the 


earned] ge eel of this 


: fu beland. 
Rook withour 
any 


. To the Bookſeller. 
any reſpect to the unknown Writer, 


_ and confideredonly rhe Meficsofch 
Performance. Thus '1 found: thar, 


he' had not only well” 
and c pitomuzed in . ſome PRE 
ET. 

ad fully dig 1C-C 

of my Deſign-in-a welk-ch hit Gig 
thod of his. own, with. g cr. 
ſpicuity, and: had; added ſome” Il- 
luſtrations of  his"own, or: from 
ther Learned Authotirs; with aT 
loſophical Liberty, efich I muſt 
needs allow. For this Reaſon 1 
judged that che then unknown Au- 
thour had,given too low a Title to 
his Book, and chat T,wasto'eftcem 
him a good Hyper, - vr Abd 
Second; in this Cornbar for' Truth 
and Juſtice, Fo a a Tranſht _ 
gr Epitoquzer 'of what T hid writ- 
ccn- . This obliged me” to-enquite 
diligently afcer the Marhoi's? 


T the Brokfelter. 
& the Favour ant Honour '« 


mots "ittittiate Converſation” wich 
Im. * Hatby T ſoon for d"that T 
"ive the Maintenance* 
of that good Calle iti which wis 


might" 


jwconet to his great Abilities and 
Diligence. And I hope that ſince 
this Learned ar hath con- 
qucr'd'the Difficulties of the Search 
into the Riſe of the Laws of Nature, 
now many of our younger Gentry 


will be encquraged to follow him : 


in the; way:which this his Treariſc 
makes plain before them. For from 
thence they may receive aſfiſtance, 

not only to diſcern the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of all Vertue and Morality, 
which 1s their Duty and -Ornament 


as they are Men, but alſo they may 


here ſee the true Foundations of 

_ Civil Government and Property , 
whuch they arc _ obliged to un- 
2 
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The Contents of the Firſt Chapter. 4A | 


A Brief Repetition of the Preface ; That the 
Law of Nature can'only be learnt from | the 
Knowledge of u God, ' and from the Nature of Things, 
mid of * Mankind in general, $ 1. | 
A. ſtate of the Bueſtion between us and the Epicu- 
reans and Scepticks, ? 2. 257. TY ON 
The method propoſed, in what manner we are to em 
quire into the Nature of things,” and of mankind, in 
order to' prove certain =_a Propoſitions , that ſhall 
carry. with them the Obligation of Natitral Laws, $ 3. . 
' The Soul ſuppoſed to be raſa Tabula, without any in- 
nate Tdea's. Our method propoſed of confidering God 
44 the Cauſe of the World, and all Things and humane 
Ations, as ſubordinate cauſes and effetts, either hin« 
dring , or promoting our common Happineſs and Pre- 
ſervation, <4. \ 
' All the Laws of Nature deduceable from hence., as 
ſo many prattical Propoſitions, and all our 'obſervati- 
ons or knowledge of it reduceable to one Propoſition, of 
the higheſt Benevolence of rational Beings towards each 
other ; as the ſumm of all the Laws of Nature ; and 
what #s meant by thus Benevolence, < 5. | 
What things are neceſſary to be known or ſuppoſed ; 
4 order to the knowledge of this univerſal Benevo-' 
ce, $6 6: | 
The, Connexion of the Terms of thu Propoſition 
proved, and what us to be colleFed from-thence > The 
true happineſs of ſingle ar inſeparable from _ 
2 of - 


The Contents of the Firſt Chapter. . 


o Mankind ; The general Cauſes of its Happineſs to 
be conſidered in the firſt place, & 7: 

Therefore no Man's particular Happineſs can be 
oppoſed, or preferred before the Happineſs of all other 
rational. Beings ;' The contrary practice unreaſonable 
and unjuſt; F 8. 

':Zet that this Propoſition cannot be of ſufficient effi 
cacy, till we have propoſed the Common Good of Rat to- 
nals for the great End of all our A&ions, \ g. 

The Effeits of this Propoſition not prejudiced by the 
ill fe of Men's Free-wills, Q 10, 11. | 

By what ſteps and degrees the Knowledge of thr 
Common Good comes to be conveyed into our minds 
from the nature of things, 12. 
. Firſt Natural Obſervation that in our free uſe and 
enjoyment of all the outward Neveſſaries of Life, and 
in our mutual admmiftring them to each other, conſiſts 
all men's happineſs and preſervation , from whence alſo 
proceeds a Notion of the Common Good of Rationals, 


13. 
- That Men are able. to: contribute more to the good 
and happineſs of thoſe of their own kind, than any other 
Creatures, \ 14. 
Nothing a ſurer help and defence to Mankind, than 
the moſt ſincere and diffaſtve Benevolence, \, 15. 
Nor any thing more deſtruftive to it, than their 
conſtant Malice and 1ll-will, < 16. | 
That theſe Principles are- 4s certain as any in A- 


rithmetick #nd Geometry, notwithſtanding the ſuppoſi- 
tion of. Men's free-will, $' 19. + 

Tet that they are only Laws as proceeding from God 
the' firſt Canſe,, and as oftabliſh'd with fit Rewards 
and -Punifhyments, ' 18. vi, BY (eb 


n That 


chiefly concern our ſelves about rboſe things and aj 


The Contents of the Firſt Chapter. 


That frometheſe natural _ eneral Obſervations 
we attain to a true knowle uſes of all Men's 
happineſs, and that by the 6A af "ar an 
on theſe Cauſes att as certainly as any" other, pH 19,20. 

Hence ariſes a true notion f hinge vararaly and 
unalterably good or evil, © 2 

That Men's natural Paoki, and the \things neceſ- 
ſary for life, can neither be exerted nor made uſe of 
on to the known rules of Matter and Motion, 

22 

Some Concluſions deduceable from f_ 44 t 


—_— in RE men $ 24. " Pp 
o man ſelf-ſufficient to procure all things nece 
for his own preſervation eee 6 m7 ou 
needs the good-will-and' aſſiſtance of others, F 24. . 

None of theſe neceſſaries for Life an produce the 
Ends defign'd, but as they are appro riated to Man's 
particular uſes and neceſſities for the time they make 
uſe of them, NY 25. 

From whence ariſes the Right of Occupancy or 
Poſſ efſion, which may be cxercied even during a na- 
tural Community of moſt things, $ 26. | 

That as thu ngtural Diviſion and Propriety in 
things is neceſſary to, the tou of particular 
Perſons, ſoit ts a of Mankind conſidered as an ag- 
gregate Body, Q 2 
' That theſe Principles deſtroy Mr, I's Hypotheſis of 
the Right of all Men to all zbings in che þ ate of na- 
rh wy farther Diviſjon' and App 
| e neck 8 farther Diui{on' an opria- 
tion of things vow Mankind i multiphe: on the 


Far'h, y 39+... 


No 


| The Contents of the Second Chapter. 


No Man hath a Right to any thing any farther 
than as it .conduces or. at leaſt conſiſts with the. common 
good of rational. Beings, \ 30. | 

. The knowledge of theſe natural Canſes and Effes 
alike certain in a natural as civil State , with a, brief 
Recapitulation of the Grounds and Arguments inſiſted 
02 ix'this Chapter, $6 31. 


J ' The Contents of the Second Chapter. 


F | 
M AN to;be conſidered as a natural Body, as 
. an Animal, and alſo as a rational. Creature. 
Some Obſervations from the firſt of theſe Conſiderati- 
ons, as that humane Bodies and Adions are ſubje& to 
the ſame Laws of Matter and Motion with other 
things, V 1,2. | | | 
No Ations or Motians more conducive to Man's 
happineſs, than what proceed from the moſt diffuſrue 
Benevolence, \ 3. | 
Mankind gonſidered as a Syſtem of natural Bodies, 
doth not make any conſiderable difference between them, 
when confedqred as voluntary Agents endued with \ſenſe, 
but that they rather aft more- powerfully thereby, F 4. 
Men's greateſt ſecurity from Evils, and hopes of 
obtaining Gyod, depends upon the good-will and volun- 
tary p;, ante of others, $ 5. 
Several natural Concluſions drawn from theſe Obſer- 
vations, 6 
The like- being found true in animate as well as in- 
animate Bodies, will make us more ſollicitous towards 
| IF general good of thoſe of our own king, \ 7. 
at loving or benevolent A&#ions towards each 
ether conſtitute the happieſt ſtate we can enjoy; and alſo 
X | 2 


% 


The Contents of the Second Chapter. 
it s ordained by. a concourſe of Cauſes, that all rational 
=_ ſhould: be:ſenfible of theſe Indications, $ 8. | 

ts proved from” ſeveral natural Obſervations ," as, 
1. That the bulk of the Bodies: of Animals being but 
narrow; the things neceſſary for their: preſervation can 
be but few, and moſt of them communicable to many 
at once , and. ſo requires a limited ſelf-love confiftent 
with the ſafety and happineſs of others, F 9. 

2. That Creatures of the ſame kind cannot | but be 
moved to the like. affettions towards others, as towards 
therhſelves, ' from the ſenſe: of the © fimilitude of their 
natitres; '{\ ro. Ck ns? | 

'\ Animals do never deviate from this natural ſtate, 


but when they are ſeized with ſome preternatural Diſ- _ 
eaſe or: Paſſion, which as oft as it happens are abſolutely 


deſtruFive to their natures, $11. 


\r AH Creatures rk ont og in the ſociety of 


others of the ſame kind'; fome cafes or intervals where- 
in Nature feems.to af otherwiſe, no contradiction to 
this general Rule,' \ 12. 

AI Animals impelled by the natural Conſtitution 
. of their parts to a Love of thoſe of a different Sex, 
and to a natural Aﬀetion to their Offspring, F_ 13. 

All Animals take delight in the ſweeter Paſſions of 
Loves Foy; Dejire, .8&c. as belpfull to their natural 
Conſtitution; whereas the contrary Paſſions, when in- 
ordinate, are bighly deſtruftive to it,'Y 14- 

- Mr. H. canxot. deny theſe natural Propenſions, ' and 
therefore us forced to ſuppoſe ſomewhat in Man's nature 
that enders\ him more unſociable than'Brutes, F 15. 

Other, i peculiar. Obſervations relating to.: Man , 
whereby he is made more capable of promoting. the com- 
men good 3:44 firſt, from the greater quantity of Rrains 
2u\ Men; than'in"Brutes, $ 16. © 
"wit If 4 | 2. Irom 
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The'Contents of the Second Chapter. 
2. From the uatural Conſtitution. of their \Rloud,, 
and Spermatick Veſſels, from whence ariſes a Neceſſity 
if Marriage,: aud of 'a more-conſtant aud loſring" _ 
to their Offapring, F 17. © x 

3. From the wonderfull} firudure of Men's his 
it is proved , that this Infiriment was given u6 ," Yor 
fome mare noble uſe than bare ſelf-preſeryatian, \ 18. 

Laſtly, From. the upright pots of Men's bodies, 
and way of motion, F'1g. \ 

The next. Set of Objeruations rending fa prove dee 
more” fitted for the promoting:of this commox:gaod, tt. 
taken from the natural and peculiar faculties of: 3few's 
* Souls above thoſt of Brittes :: Arid, 2. from that of-de- 
ducing effetts jrom their Cauſes; 'and. vice verſa; e- 
ſpecially in that of. Efingniſing of real or Reuyad 3 
from apparent Goods, '\ "2 32% 
. What is underſtood Tony FR s natzral-or 'aral 
Good or Evil. | Certain \A#ioms:for. the plaiger wits 
derſtanding their\Natwre-and Degrees, $4 1,%'” vi 

How we arrive to an Idea of 8 fpterts \arvieind of 
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CHAP. I. 


Of the firſt Means of diſcovering theLaw 
 - Newt, (viz, ) the Nature of 


Things. 


h. I W Aving, in the IntroduQtion to 
this Diſcourſe , ſhewn you 
} thoſe ſeveral Methods, by 
_* which divers Authors have 
ng ag L- prove a Low L-- Ns 
an having o given ons, (tho 
in ſhort) why I —_— A in any of 
them, as laying too weak | Foundations 
whereon to raiſe ſo great and weighty a 
Building 3 and having likewiſe given you 
the only true Grounds, by which it can, as 
I ſuppoſe, be made ont, (vis. from the 


Ext- 


z A brief Diſquiſition 
Exiſtence of a GOD. oecaring his Will to 
us; from the Frame of the World, or by 
the Nature of all Things without us; as 
alſo from our own Natures, or. that of Man- 
kindin general, we, by the Power of our 
natural Faculties; or Reafons, drawing true 
Conclufions'from all-theſe. being pre 
miſed, I ſhall now proceed particularly to 
declare, in the firſt place, what I underſtand 
by the Frame of the World, or Nature of 
ings, in order to the proving the Exiſtence 
and Obligation þf the Law of' Nature, and 
that it is really and truly a Law obliging all 
Perſons |of Years, of Diſcretion and- found 
Minds, to ws Obſervation: When being per- 
formed, I Thall then proceed. to our own 
Nature, as included in that of all Man- 
_— GOES | 
* $.2. Bit though the ancient , as well as 
modern Scepticks and "Epicuyeanc, have of 
old,. and do (till at "this day, deny "the Ext- 
ſtence of any Taw of Nature, properly ſo 
called; 'yet, I ſuppoſe, that we are both ſufh- 
ciettly agreed” what 'we underſtand” by this 
Term, fince” we'both' thereby 'mean certain 
Principles of immutable Truth and Certain- 
ty, which direct our voluntary 'Adions con- 
cerning the econ of good, and the avoi- 
ding of evil Things, -and ſo lay 'an Obliga- 
tiog, asto'our external Aﬀions, : even w the 
+" ciay ws 


of the Law of Nature. 3 
ſtate of Nature, andout of a Civil Society, 
or Common-weal. That ſuch eternal Truths 
are neceſſarily and unayoidably preſented to, 
and perceived by Men's Minds, and retained 
in'their Memories, for the due ordering or 
overning 'of their AQions, is what is here 
y us affirmed, and by them as confidently 
denied. - And I farther conceive, That the 
Attiens ſo direted and choſen, are firſt 
known to be naturally good, as produdtive 
of the greateſt publick Benefits 3 and after- 
wards ate called morally Good, becauſe the 
agree with thoſe Dicates of Reaſon, whie 
are here proved to be the Laws, or Rules, of 
our Manners, or voluntary Actions : So alſo 
the Evil to be avoided, is firſt the greateſt ' 
natural Evil, which afterwards for the like 
Reaſon 1s called Moral. SR 
 $.3. Therefore that the Exiſtence of ſuch 
Propoſitions may more plainly appear, and 
be demonſtrated to the Underſtandings of 
all indifferent Readers, it is neceſſary that 
ve firſt carefully conſider the Nature, of 
_ Uivers Things without us, | as alſo that, of 
Mankind 3 and. what we mean by Good and 
Evil , whether Natural or Moral. Laſtly, 
we ſhall ſhew what thoſe general Propofit- 
ons are, which we affirm carry with them 
the Force or Obligation of Natural Laws, 
_ as declaritig their Exerciſe or Performance 
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4 A brief Diſquiſition 
neceſſary to the compaſſing of an End 
that ought to be endeavoured or ſought af- 


ter, in order to our true and. greateſt Happi- | 


_ neſs 


to be looked into, and conſidered : For 1 
will here ſuppoſe the Soul, or Mind of Man, 
' to be at firſt, raſe Tabula, like fair Paper, 
that hath no connate CharaQer or Idea's im- 
printed upon it (as that noble Theoriſt 
Vid. his Eſſay con- Mr. Lock, hath, 1 ſuppo le, 
cerning Humane Un» fully proved) and that it is 
derftanding, Book I' not ſenſible of any thing at 
+ 54-6 WY its coming into the World, 
but its own Exiſtence and Action ; but re- 
ceives all its Idea's afterwards, from ſuch Ob- 
jets as it hath received in by the Senſes: $o 
that our Underſtandings being naturally de- 
ſtitute of ali Notions or Idea's, we cannot 
comprehend how they can operate, unleſs 
they be firſt excited by outward Objett. 
And indeed how can we underſtand what 
may, be helgtul and agreeable, or elſe hurt- 
ful and'deſtruQive to Men's Minds and Bo- 
dies,, unleſs we firſt conſider (as far as we 
are able) all the Cauſes, as well near as re- 
mote, which have made, conſtitute, and ſtill 
preſerve Mankind, or elſe may tend T2 

(- 


| $. 4. Nor let it ſeem ſtrange, that I ſup- 
poſe the Nature of divers Things , about 
which we are daily converſant, ought firſt 
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of the Law of Na tuxs. 5 
deſtrufion, either for the time preſent, or 
to come? Nor indeed can it be under- 
ſtood what 1s the fitteſt and beſt Thing, or 
Aion, any Perſon can perform in a Caſe 
propoſed, . unleſs firſt all thoſe Effe&s which 
may proceed from it, ir all its various Cir- 
cumſtances, be duly conſidered and compa- 
red together. So that the Contemplation 
both of the Cauſes on which Men's Safety 
and Happineſs depends, as alſo of the Effecs 
which may be produced by their joint or 
concurring Forces and Endeavours, muſt 
neceſſarily lead our Minds, firſt to the Con- 
fideration of all other Men; and next of 
our ſelves, as a*very ſmall part of Man- 
kind. ST - 

Ang in the next place, that we proceed 
to contemplare this Syſtem of Things, calted 
the Viſcble JWorldþbat more eſpecially GOD, 
as its Creator and Governour, according to 
the Method Iaid down in the Introduction 
to this Diſcourſe 3 the Idea's of which being 
duly conſidered and digeſted in our Minds, 
we may draw from thence certain Conclu- 
fions, by which we may judge or determine 
what Humane Things and Actions are cer- 
tainly and neceſſarily conducing to the 
Common Good and Happineſs of all Ra- 
tional Beings, and in which every particu- 
lar Perſon's Felicity or Well-being is con- 
| 3 tained, 


6' A brief Difquiſition 
tained , as a_ part thereof; and in which 
Rational DiQates , or Concluſions, I ſhall 
erect prove this Law of Nature to con- 
it, 
$. 5. No body, I ſuppoſe, will think it 
. neceſlary to the matter in hand, that I ſhould | 
here make Phyſicat Diſquiſitions into the 
Natures of all 'Things that are the Objefts. 
of our Senſes, that being the Buſineſs of 
profels'd Naturaliſts: It is ſufficient for us to 
| ſhew, That all the Rules of Moral Philoſo-. 
phy, and the Laws of Nature, may be at 
laſt reſolved into certain natural and eafie 
Obſervations , gathered from common Ex- 
periencez or elſe into certain Concluſions, 
eſtabliſhed upon the known Principles of 
Mathematicks and, Phyſicks 3 by wich, I 
do not only mean all thoſe natural Laws of 
Matter we | Motion in Bodies, but alfo the 
Operations of our own Souls, as far as we 
are able to know or enquire into them, 
From all which, by the. Order of Natural 
Cauſes, we may be led to the Know- 
| ledge of GOD their Creator and Or- 
'F dainer, , and ſo may acknowledge Him 
—* as the only Cauſe of all theſe excellent Et- 
feds, fince this Nature of Things doth as 
well ſuggeſt to our Minds the Idea of a 
Creator, as of the Things created z and fo 
ſupplics us with ſufficient matier from which 
we 


of the Law of Naxune. 7 
we may deduce all the Laws of Nature, as 
ſo many true Practical Propoſitions, though 
it s only the Knowledge of.the Firſt Cauſe, - 
or Creator, that can ſtamp any Authority 
or Obligation upon them. - 

Now ahbough th there may, be ma Things \ | 
collected. from our Knowledge many ſeveral 
Beings in the World, that may wp for our 
Moral -Inſtructian, and the cultivating of 
our Manners ; yet L ſhall, for Brevity's Nie 
only ſele& ſome 'of -the moſt material of 
them, and ſuch. as may ſerve to explain our 
ſhort account of the Law of Nature, which 
(notwithſtanding ſeveral Authors have fo 
much enlarged, upon, it). I think may very 
well be ma to this lingle Propoſition, . 
viz, The molt univerſal Love,, or moſt dit- 
fufive Beneyolence of all Rational Beings to- 
wards each other, conſtitutes the happieſt 
State they can be capable of: So that their - 
Endeavour of the | re Good by.. this 
Benevolence, is the ſum of all the "hand of” 
Nature, and in which they areall contained, 
Note, That by this Love or Benevolence, I 
do not mean only a frunleſs Deſire,.or Well- 
wiſhing, but an. ative AtieGivn, exerting 
t ſelf to/all the AGs of Piety towards God, 
Duty towards Parents, Kindneſs and Gra- 
titude towards our Country, Friends, and 
Relations, and of Charity and Humanity 
| B 4 towards 
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8 A brief Diſquiſition 
towards all the reſt of Mankind, as often as 
any opportunity offers it ſelf. 
$. 6. In the making out of which De- 
ſcription of the Law of Nature, it is here 
needleſs to inquire into the Nature of our 
Souls, and the manner of our Knowledge 
and Underſtanding; fince the former hath 
been ſa Learnedly perform'd by the Reve- 
rend Dr. Ward late Biſhop of Salisbary, and 
the latter ſo exa&ly done already in Engliſh 
by the above mentioned Author of the 
ty of Humane Underſtanding. '| ſhall 
only briefly ſuppoſe upon his Principles, that 
our Souls do, 1, From the very birth, by de- 
grees, receive I[dea's drawn from outward 
- Objes by our Senſes. 2; That it is their 
faculty from divers fingle Notions, or. Idea's 
put together, to come to make complex 
ones, that is, to make divers Propoſitions 
' or Conclufionsz not only concerning their 
own inward Adings, but alſo abourt all 
thoſe outward Objets, with which they are 
-daily converſant,and which may tend tothe 
finding out the readieſt means of attaining 
ro, and preſerving themſelves in the happieſt 
State and Condition they are able to ac- 
quire. Theſe things being ſupposd, it were. 
needleſs to trouble you with any farther 
deſcriptions of this Love, or Benevolence, 
finceevery Perſon cannot but be ſufficiently 
Meer, | ſenſible 
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ſenſible of its Nature, Degrees, and various 
Operations, that will but make any Self re- 
fletion upon his own Inward Aﬀections.  - 
- 6. 7. But as for the due Connexion of 
the Terms of this Propofition, 1n which its 
Truth does chiefly- confiſt, it feems to me 
plain enough: It being no more than to 
affirm, That our endeavour of procurin 
all the good things in our Power, a 
which are moſt conducing to our own pre- 
ſervation and Happineſs, and of all other 
Rational Beings, is the beſt, or chiefeſt thin 
that a}l Perſons can. do, to render both 
themſelves, and all others, as happy as their 
Natures will permit or can. require 3. and 
that there is no ſurer, or more powerful 
means to be diſcovered by us, whereby we 
may obtain a full enjoymentof all the _ 
things of this Life, and the hopes of that 
-to come, than by endeavouring our own 
Felicity in Conjun&ion with that of others 
. Sothat from what I have already advanced, 
the Reader may Colle& theſe two Propo- 
. fitions, 1. That the Foundation of all pur- 
Natural Happineſs conſiſts in an habitual de- 
termination of the Will to the utmoſt of 
' its Ability and Perfection, whereby we may 
'be always ready and prepared to endea- 
vour this Common good of Rationals. 
2. That the true Happineſs of each —_ 
. 5 vidua 
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vidual Perſon, cannot be ſeparated from 
that of other Rationals, fince the whole 
doth not differ from all its parts taken ta« 
gether; ſo that this Propoſition, concern- . 
ing this | xy or diffufive Benevolence, 
its thus to be underftood; viz. Not to mean, 
or only intend, what any fingle, or. a; few 
Perſons may perform towards the procuring 
of their own private Happineſs,” or that of 
their own Party or FaCtion, diſtin& from 
that of the reſt of Mankind; but what all 
particular Perſons may jointly contribute 
ro renderthemſelves and others happy; that 
' Bs, what each of them may rationally per- 
form towards the obtaining this Common 
- Felicity. For it ought firft to be known in 
general what all Men are able to do, or ' 
not to do, towards any common end, 
(ſach as is the common happineſs of Ratio- 
nals) and then what it is poſlible for any par- 
ticular Perſon in this or that Caſe to per- 
form ; for example, towards his own prt- 
yate happineſs, as ſeparate from that of all 
others; though ſuch cafes being Indefinite, 
cannot be certainly or diſtintly known. 

$. 8. But indeed the care of any parti- 
cular Perſons, or a few Men's happineſs is 
rendred: uſeleſs for the preſent, nor can be 
hoped for the futare, if it is ſought by op- 


poling, or poſtponing the happineſs of all 
_ other 
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other Rationals 3 becauſe the mind | 
thus affeted, a main, and eſſential part « 
its own felicity maſt needs ſtil} be wanting 3 
(vis,) That inward Peace of Conſcience 
proceeding from a ſolid Reafon, and true 
Prudence, always conſtant and agreeable ta 
it ſe] For whulſt ſuch a Perfon reſolves to 
at by one rule towards himſelf, and by a- 
nother towards all others, who are of the 
fame Nature, and therefore need and re-. 
quire the ſame cn with himſelf, he 
muſt needs contradi& his own Reaſon, and 
ſo wants. that true Joy and SatisfaQtion con-. 
ſtantly ſpringing in the mind of a Juſt, 
Benevolent, and Good-natur'd Perſon, from 
the ſenſe of another's good and happineſs 
when promoted, or procured by himſelf : 
So that it is impoſlible for any Man. to be * 
truly happy, who not only negleCts the 
neceſſary cauſes thereof,, God, and all other 
Men, (on whoſe Help and Aſſiſtance his 
true Happineſs, and Well-being wholly de- 
pends) but alfo provokes them to his cer- 
tain ruine and deſtruction; ſo that there is 
no ſurer way, which can bring any Man 
to the attaining his own particular Hap- 
pineſs, but that which leads him alſo to en- 
deavour the Common Good of all other men, 
as well as his own. ” 

$. 9. But I here acknowledge, that Gn 
ro- 
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Propoſition concerning Univerſal Benevo- 
lence, cannot be of ſufficient effi for 
the - due ordering our AQGions, .and cor- 
refting our Manners, until we have firſt 
propos'd to our ſelves this Common Good 
of Rational Beings 3 (vis.) Our own Felicity 
(in conjunQion with that of others) as our 
main end, and that we are convinced that 
the various Ads contain'd under this gene- 
ral Love, or Benevolence , are the only 
true means to procure it: The truth. of 
which Propoſition, is, in the firſt place, to 
be made manifeſt to us; in the next all thoſe 
other Propoſitions that can be deduced from 
thence '; ſuch as are thoſe leſs general ones, 
which determine concerning the. Natural 
Power of Fidelity, Gratitude, Paternal and 
Filial Aﬀedtion, as alfo of all other parti- 
cular Vertues, neceſſary for the obtainin 
any part of this humane Felicity z for as we 
the whole truth of this Propoſition, as of 
all thoſe which follow from thence, de- 
pend upon the Natural,and Neceſſary Pow- 
' er of ſach Aﬀions, as real Cauſes producing 
ſuch EffcAs. | | 

$. 10. And though perhaps it may at firſt 
ſight-ſeem to detrat from their certainty, 
| that they depend upon ſuch an uncertain 


 *Cauſe as Man's Will. Yet however it ſuf- 


fices, for their ;truth and certainty, that 
when- 
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whenever ſach voluntary Cauſes ſhall exert 
themſelves, ſuch Effects will certainly be 
produced. Thus in Arithmetick we freely 
Add and Subſtra& 3 that is, we can © 
whether we will perform thoſe Operations 
or not; -but if we reckon truly, we ſhall 
always find the Total, equal to all the par- 
ticulars either Added or Subſtracted. Fad 
there is a like certain, and true Connexion 
between all the Cauſes and Effes, which 
can be known in any other Science, And 


this I have likewiſe imitated in this Treatiſe _ - 


of Moral Philoſophy, by reducing all the 
parts, of which it conſiſts, to this one Head 
or Summ, (viz.) Love or: Benevolence; 
which Idea I ſhall improve by enquiring 
into its ſeveral Kinds, and ſhewing the ne- 
ceſlary. Connexion of this, or that particu- 
lar A&ion, with the Common Good of Ra- 
tionals, which ought to be the great end 
ſought for by us. - | 

$. 11. But fince our voluntary Actions 
alone can be govern'd by Reaſon, and thoſe 
only-which concern intelligent Agents, are 
to be canfidered in Morals; it is evident, 
that from none of all theſe Adions we can 
frame a higher, or more comprehenſtye 
Idea, than this of Univerſal Benevolence, 
which comprehends the willing, and en- 
deavouring of all good things, and the re- 
moyal, 
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moval, or hindring of all evil ones, from 
thoſe ObjeQs about which it is converſant : 


And this Benevolence extends its ſelf to all 


Moral ARions, as well thofe of confidering, 
and cotmparing divers goods with each 0- 
ther , as of inquiring into the ,means 'b 

which they may be produced 3 . nor is. it 
more certainly true, that the Addition of 
ſeveral numbers makes a Summ Total, than 
that this Benevolence produces a general 
good effet to all thoſe towards whom we 
exert it, Thus it is as certain, that Piety, 
Fidelity, Gratitude, paternal and conju- 


gal AfﬀeRion , together with filial Duty, 


make up the chief and | conſtituent parts 
of this Benevolence, as that Addition, Sub- 
ſtraction, Multiplication and Diviſion, are 
ſeveral parts of Arithmetick 3 fo that it is 
no material Objetion, That this Univerſal 
Benevolence may be prejudiced or leflehed 
by the wickedneſs or ill-nature of. Men: 
So that the great end, or Summ of the Law 
of Nature, cannot 'be thereby generally 
obtain'd asit ought, any more than it, is an 
Objection againſt the certainty or ufetultieſs 
of Arithmetick, or COnay , that ſome 
Men ſhould through Lazyneſs and Inadver- 
tency, altogether negle& their Rules, or 
make falſe Concluſions from-thoſe Sciences, 
or ſhould through Ignorance or NOI, 
eny 
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deny their certainty. So likewiſe it is in 
the Science of Morality, as contain'd in the 
Law of Nature, which is chiefly imploy'd 
in weighing, and taking a- true' account of 
thoſe humane: Powers, - that contribute ta 
the Common Good: of Rational Beings 3 
which fince they. may vary ſomewhat in ſo 
eat a variety of Jour Caſes, he may be 
id, - (and that deſervedly) to have well 
performed this task, who firſt affirms in ge- 
neral, that all thoſe Powers are compre- 
hended under the moſt general and diffu- 
five Benevolence; though he may. be able 
afterwards more particularly to demon- 
ſtratez that a juſt diviſion of things, Fide- 
 lixy, Gratitude, and all the other vertues 
are contain'd under it, and alſo ſhew in 
what Caſes they become uſeful to this end 
which means Religion, and humane So- 
ciety, with all other things -which may ren- 
der Men's lives happy -and ſafe, will be 
certainly improved and advanced. And 
| herein conſfifts the Solution of that moſt 
uſeful Problem concerning the Common 
good of ' Rationals, procurd by the moſt 
diffufive Benevyolence, which Moral Phila- 
ſophy teaches us to ſearch after. Nor 1s the 
truth or authority of ſuch- Precepts at all 
prejudic'd or diminiſht, though very many 
Perſons will not obey them, or wy {vt 
them- 
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themſclves to oppoſe. them3 ſince this only. 


can be the conſequence of it, That they will 
thereby loſe their own happineſs, and per- 
haps may draw others by their falſe reaſons 
mto the ſame miſery : and fo I doubt not 
on the other fide, but that Men would 
think themſelves oblig'd to perform all the 
Ads that conſtitute this . Benevolence, if 
they were but once convinced that ſo great 
_ and noble an end, as the Common Good of 
Rztional Beings, (and in which their own 
happineG6 is likewiſe contained ) - will be 
certainly procured thereby, and cannot-be 
had by any otheror contrary means, 
. 4. 12. I come now to conſider, that ta- 
| = with the knowledge of this; viſible 
orid, (of which our: { make- but a 
ſmall part) there is likewiſe convey'd into 
our minds by our Senſes a certain know- 
ledge, 1. Of divers natural outward goods. 
2. And thoſe not only peculiar to our 


ſelves. alone, but common to all-thoſe of 


our own kind. 3. Of which goods ſome are 
_ than' others, and--that good which 
ath none' that we know excels it, we 
call the greateſt or higheſt. 4. Alſo of thoſe, 
ſome are commonly in our Power, others 
we underſtand to exceed the narrow limits 
of our humane forces z but fince the Na- 
ture of theſe things is by two apes <4 
CO- 
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diſcovered to us, either more-.confuſedly;by 


” 


common. experience and. daily /Obſervation, 
or elſe more diſtinaly from experimental 
Philoſophy; and the, , Mathematicksz, the 


| former of theſe, methods being eaſie;; and. 
obvious ,to.every one, | ſhall rather. make.. 


uſe of that.3 age eg Rep be. 
© only proper for, Philoſophers, -and Mathe- 
maticians , - fince ,the: Grounds or Princi- 
ples of the Law of Nature, oughtto be a- 
like evident to.the Illiterate -.ag.well, as ta 


the Learned, forall are under the like: obs. | 


ligation: to. obſerve them3 and therefore I 
ſhall. only-put you in mind. of ſuch vulgar 
| and eafieQbſervations, which,no Rational 
Man caw .diſpate,. or deny. : .and ſuch, as 
from which I-undertake to prove, that the 
Knowledge--and -, Coherence, ; of the Terms 
of this Propofition may, eyidently be de+ 
duced. 77 i 9 360 | 
.Que- 


"And 


mutual help and aſſiſtance, all which wavld 


+  waxds other Rational Beingsz whereas the 


ets ae 
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And in the next place, that theſe effects 
being not only agreeable, but neceflary to 
our Natures, are naturally good, as tending 
to © their Preſervation or Perfeftion ; 


_ and therefore by the ſame reaſon, Men's 


afteQions, from whence theſe outward 
things and: acts do proceed, and which 
produce all theſe effects, are con- 
ceivd under the notion of good Will, or 
Benevolence, which muſt be alſo good ; 


 fince whatever goodneſs is contain'd in the 
 effe&s.muſt be likewiſe in the cauſe. And we 


are alſo ſenſible, that by this Benevolence, 
we are yot only able to help our ſelves, or 
fome few Perſons, but many others, as well 
by our advice, as by our ſtrength and in- 
duſtry; eſpecially when we ſee dwers others 
of our own kind who .are able, and ſeem 
alſo willing to | requite us in the like 
manner. So that :each of us in -particu- 
lar, may be provided with a ſufficient 
ſtock of all the neceſſaries of Life, by our 


not only be wanting to us, bur we ſhould 


| be expog'd © to innumerable miſchiefs and 


hazards, as alſo to a great” want even of 
neceſfines, if all Perſons looking only to 
themſelves, ſhould always ſhew themſelves 
W-natur'd, malevolent, and -enemies to- 
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contrary endeavours being thus helpful, 
and neceſſary 'to ſo many others, may eafily 
and'naturally prodvice ui our rfiinds a no- 
tion of this Common good of Rationals, 
which from the obvious Similitude of Rati- 
onal Beings'to each other, muſt equally re- 
ſpe& all' thoſe, ' which” we have opportu- 
nity or occaſion of knowing, or conver- * 
fing with, as alfo thoſe with whom we 


ledge we have of our ſelves, than of other 
Creatures; - For as"our Nature is capable 
of tore; arid greater goods'than they, and 
iweh —_—— which we can better aſfiſt 
zach others fo we mitſt' alſo confeſs it to 
be” liable Go greater Dangers and Calamit= 
ties ; for the dedinitiz” and removitig of 
which; God: hatly appointed our muttial 
Benievotence expreſſed: by our endeavours, * 
and aſſiſtance of each' other, as"the moſt 

furrabte and" necelfary meats thereunto,- \ 
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$.'15. And weimby:alſo obſerve, that by | 
our, Advice and*Connſel, communicated'by 
apt Signs or ., Words, we - are able to: con- 
tribute -many |helps- -and conveniences: of 
Life:to thoſe of our. own” kind, of which 
other [Animals are altogether uncapable! et- 
ther ' of. atting/or ,receiving. And \farther, 
-' becauſe; of the Similitude of thoſe of our 
own kind with,our felves,. we cannot but 
think it agreeable to our Ratignal, Natures 
to. do, or: to/procure. the like: things for 
them,, as for.our ſelves; and canialſa'be ſen- - 
fible-, of greater Motives to + benefit- Men, 
than,.other Creaturesz fince- -we have! all 
the.ceaſonto. hope, that thoſe we have thus 
dane good/to, or, obliged, being; moved by: 
our. bencits, will walks us a ſuitable return 
whenever it ties. in their power; and tliat' 
they, may one time ar other, in the. like, or 
ſome'ather , way 'oblige.,us.-.; $0. that it. hag 
evident, from Common Expariats - pe , 
there can. be no larger, Poſſeſſion, nor any 
ſarer' defence for, Mankind,, than thermoſt 
fincere. Picty towards God, the Head: of 
Rational. beings, .; and, the moſt "diffuſive 
Love, and. fincere. Benevolence of all Per-« 
ſons towards cach others, ſince.if they prove 
m3levolent,. or ill-natur'd, they! may eaſily 
bereave us of all things we enjoy, together 
with our Lite it {qt ;»nor can the Love - 
Goo 


of the Lam of  Natrurs. 21 


Good- will- of -others,  be' obtained" by' atiy 
more certam'or werful | means, 'thary that 
every -one ſhould ſhew': himſelf lo offetted . 
- in his Actions'towardg-others, 'as he'defires 
'they- ſhould'be!: towards: himſelf; That”'fs! 
Loving'and'Benevolent /upon all oceaſibris, 
though tore particularly to thoſe to whoin 
we / are' edlzal oy F neidng. or * "Rela: 
tion. 1006 YOHE 27 4 

$. 16, Laſt of all, the fame Faneltenss 
that demonſttes the miitual Benevolence of 
partieular/Perſons to-be the'moſt powerful 
Cauſe of their Felicity; 'does/as necellarily 
teach us from a like parity of Reaſoti7 that 
the Love,” or: Good*will-z&f-'any*-preatet 
number of Men, towatdsafry the like num- 
ber;'/ hart2a- like proportionable effe&.ziſo 
on the: other fide,'the- conſtant Malice or 
Ill-will-of all 'Men towards al}, expreſs'd by 
ſaitable Aftions, would ſoon bring deſtru- 
ion to'the whole Race'of 'Mankind; ſince 
It would ſoon deſtroy” all' rhe) Cauſes re- 
quilite' to'their Happineſs; and Well-being, 
and introducea perpetual Enmitviand' War, 
which ate the certainCauiſcs'of” the g geareſt 
Miſeries and” Calamities;* which hy 1 
Mankind: all which, :rkough Meg tim 
ſelf acknowledpes!,” yet he willnb 
the neceflity 'of Men's matual Love” and 


Concord, to be alſo) as neceliary” to their 
| "L2 _ Pre- 
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Preſervation. But why the Cauſesiaf Men 
Preſeryation and Happinels, as being Prior 
in Nature, ſhould.,not | be: moxe-evidens 
-than thoſe of their Deſtryion3-: fince the 
one is altogether/ as evident. and neceſlary, 
and may be as cafily foreſeen and preyented, 
as the other, I can. ſee. no reaſon 3 and | 
ſhould be glad if any of Mr..fs Diſciples 
could ſhew us any ſufficient Reaſon for that | 
$. 17. So that theſe: things Which. I have 
now laid down/':concerning :the -Natural 
means of Men's happinels, :dd :appear {0 
evident from oyr common [Realgp,: and 
daily Experiene, that they are of like cer+ 
rainty with the Principles of 'Arithmetick 
and Geometry., 1n all. whoſe. Operatians, | 
there are {till ſuppoled certain Att depend- 
ing upon our free,.humane, Faculties 3 and 
yet neither, of theſe Sciences are rendred 
the more uncertain, -from the ſuppoſition of 
Men's Free-will,| -whether they | will draw 
Lines, or” caſt up" Sums, or not ſince it 
- ſuffices for their: truth and certainty, that 
there,is an inſeparable Connexion between 
ſuch/ARs, which are ſuppoſed rq be in our 
exert, and all the effects ſought 


for; To'the finding of Which, both the 
Pleaſure annexed to their Contemplation, 
and the various uſes of Humane Life do at 
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once.invite us.. And in the like manner, the 
truth oHall Moral Knowledge is founded in, 
the Immutable Coherence between the high- 
eſt Felicity, which Humane Power canatcain 
to, with thoſe. As of univerſal Beneyo- 
lence, that ' is-@f Love towards God. and 
Men, and--which exerts it felf in all the 
particular,moral Vertuesz yet in the mean 
time, . theſe two things are ſtill ſuppoſed, 
That Men deſire, and ſeek: the higheſt Fe- 
licity they are- capable. ofz and alſo, - That 
they are able- to exerciſe this Benevolence, 
 not.only towards themſelves, but God and 
Men, as  partakers with them of the fame 
Rational, / or Intelligent Nature. This 1 
have thought fit to add, to prevent all _ 
thoſe Cavils which Mr. H's Diſciples are 
uſed to make againſt Morality, from the 
neceſſity of our Wills. | 

$. 18. -But before I proceed farther to 
inquire into the Nature of things, I, deſire 
you to remember what I have already 
hinted 1n the IntroduQion to this,Diſcourſe, 
That this truth concerning the efficacy. of 
Univerſal Benevolence, for the Preferva- 
tion and Happineſs -of Rational Beings, as 
alſo all other Propoſitions alike, evident, 
- and contained under it, do all proceed from 
God, as the firſt Cauſe, and Ordainer of 
all thingsz and. conſequently of our Hu- 
| > mane 
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rhane- Underſtanding ,  and' of' all- truths 
therein contained. And finee theſe Rules 
drawn from the' Natures of things, / tend 
to the. procuring *'God® ' End .'and *De- 
ſign; viz, The' Preſervation, and Happi- 
Beſs of Mankind and” alſo "that it hath 
pleaſed Him to "annex certain natural  Re< 
Wards, to the Obſervatianof” theſe Diftates 
of Reaſon, and Puniſhments to their/Tranſ- 
greſhion 3. '{o that they thereby becomin 
apt, and ſufficient for the! 'due"ordering- of 
our: Thoughts, and governing*our Actions 
towards God, -'our-felves,” and: all others, 
(as TI ſhall farther 'make out' in/this Diſ- 
courſe) I ſee nothing wanting to give '1t: 
the Etſence, 'and 'Vigour of a' Law. ' And 
I ſhall farther ſhew' before '1 have / done, 
that under this general Rule of:endeavour- 
ing the Common Good of Rattonal/Beings, 
or Univerſal -Benevolence, is - contained | 
Piety ' towards God, and the higheſt Good- 
will-or Charity towards Men , 'and- is the | 
Summ bach of the 'Moral Law: of Moſes, 
and” of the Goſpel of our Saviour Jeſus 
| Cir iſt. " by bes 5 
$. 89. Theſe Vhipgs [beings thus propo- 
 ſed'in+ general, I come-now more particu- 
lerly to ſhew, -that-a due Obſcrvation and 
Knowledge of theſe natural Things without 
us, Will truly and clcatly teach us/what 
£77 1 & Opera- 
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Operations or- Moxions of them are good} 
or evil, for" all ' other 'Men, -as' well as our: 
ſelvesz and alſo'ſhew us how neceſlarily and 
unalterably all theſe Things are produced; 
for Natural Knowledge ſearches into the 
true Cauſes 'of- that Generation 'and- Cor- 
ruption which-daily happens'to-all Natural 
Bodies, and eſpecially to Men, -and ſo can 
demonſtrate''the neceſlary © coherence” of 
theſe Effe&s, with their Canſesz and there- 
fore:thoſe Cauſes that help to” generate or 
preſerve Men ;''and that make them live 
happily in this Life, are Natural Goods, as 
the Cauſes of ' their Miſery - and Diflolution 
are-Natural Evils: And it then as plainly 
follows, That by this Knowledge we can as 
certainly. demonſtrate: and :foretell what 
Things are naturally Good, or Evil, for'a 
Mankind, as for any ſingle Perſon. £ 
$. 20. Therefore we may truly conclude; 
That the Knowledge of all- theſe EffeRs, 
which either Nature or -Humane: Induſtry 
can' produce for Men's Food, ' Clothing, 
Habitation, and Medicine, is part of this 
Natural Knowledge : To which we may al- 
ſo add the underſtanding of all other Hu- 
mane Operations, and of the Efic&s procce- 
ding from thence, for rhe Uſes of Humane 
Lite. .- For although the' voluntary! Actions 
of\\Men, as they exert themſelves towards « * 
| Things . 


, 
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Things without them, do not work exact- 


ly after the ſame manner as meer Mechanick 


Motions, vis. from the Pultion or Motion 
of other Bodies, but either from their Rea- 
ſons, or Wills; yet fince all the outward 
Motions we exert, receive. their Meaſure 
and Force from the Natural Powers of Hu- 
mane Bodies, which are-of the ſame Na- 
ture with others, and ſo muſt perform 
their Natural Functions, as they are re- 
gulated by the neceſiary Laws of Matter 
and Motion , much after. the ſame manner 
as other Natural Motions, 1t 1s evident, that 


| theſe voluntary Aﬀtions, whenever they are 
thus: exerted', are regulated by the ſame 


Natural Laws: And it is commonly known 
how much Men's Induſtry, by the various 


Motions of their Bodies (which a Philoſo- 


pher can eaſily refolve into mechanick. ones), 
does contribute to their own and other 


Men's Preſervation, by praviding and ad- 


miniſtring Viguals, Cloths, Phylick, Hoy- 
ſes, ec. In performing which Efic&s, Men's 
Strength, and Skill in Husbandry, Building, 
Navigation, and other manual Trades, are 


chiefly employ'd. Nor are the Liberal Arts 


 Eetters, or Cyphers, the Minds of Men come 


abſolutely free from theſe Laws of Motion, 
fince by the help 'of certain ſenſible Signs, 
and articulate Notes, or Marks, as Words, 


to 


” 
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to be endued with Knowledge, and dies 
Ged 18 moſt of their Civil and Moral 
Dutic, 1 have only thought fit to hinge 
' thus much copgerming- Humane AGions, 
conſidered as meer Natural Things exifting 
without us3 but I ſhall treat more fully of 
them jn the nextChapter,- when I come to 
__ of 07mg of Man, conſidered as a 
vountary Aggat.. "IP 
-14; 28. Hence it plaioly appears, That all 
theſe Natural Things, and the mutual Helps 
by which they are PrOGYrecy, may .be ger- 
tainly- known, and. foreleen' by us , to be 
| naturally and unalterably Gogd 3 that is, 
tending ta the Preſervation and Happineſs 
of Mankind, And for the ſame Reaſon all 
thoſe contrary Cauſes, or Motions, by which 
Men's Bodies are weakened or deſtroyed, 
leflening or taking away the Necelfaries and 
 Conveniences- of- Life, ſuch as Food, Ray- 
ment, Liberty, Quiet, &c. And alſo tholſs 
Actions by which Vertue and Knowledge 
may be rooted out of Men's Minds 3 and 
Errours, and Wnbþridled Paſſions, deſtructive 
to the Common 'Goad of Mankind, intro- 
duced into their.Rooms, are neceſlarily and 
in their own Nature Evil. Therefore 
when we determine of Natural Goods, or 
Evils, according. to the Law- of Nature, 
we are not only to. conſider the Prefervati- 
de © ebay OR 
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on'of a few' particular Perſons, ſince- the 
Paniſhment ;\'nay, Death of theſe, may of- 
ten conduce''to the Common Good 3: but 
rather that of the aggregate Body of Man- 
kind, ſubordinate to G O D,- as the Head" of 
Rational Beings, in this-Natural Syſtem or 
Commonweal, eſtabliſh*d by Natural Laws : 
For the good of'an aggregate Body, is no- 
thing elſe but the Chiefeſt 'Good that ' can 
accrue to all its Parts', 'or - the - indivi- 
dual. ./ OgWAÞ 10117287 444002 © v1 
$.22, Haviez now found. out from the 
Nature of Things , *by" what \means; our 
Minds can receive the 1dea's of 'a Common 
Natural Good,” and: Evil, -and theſe mo 
leſs certain and ſtable, than: thoſe: by which 
the Cauſes of Generation" and Corruption 
are exhibited to them 3 I-come next to con- 
fider', That that ' Matter and Motion, ::1n 
which the Powers of Humane-Bodies .(as 


well as other Parts of this Viſible World). 


conſiſt, and exert themſelves after a limitted 
manner, and have a finite Qqantity , and 
certain Bounds, beyond whih, they. cannot 
at; ' from which Principles, flow thoſe 
known Laws' of Natural -Bodies, as that 
they cannot 'be' at once- 41n {divers : Places, 
and therefore canaot- be moved towards 
contrary Points, at the ſame timez or. ſo 


as to be ſubſervient to the contrary "n 
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of divers Perſons', at "once; 'but are fo. 
bounded and determined 'in' their Natures, 
as to be only ordered' or diſpoſed of, ac- 
cording to the- Will of -one-Perſon alone, 
_ or elſe of divers conſenting or conſpiring 
to'the ſame Fnd; or Deſign, - For if Men 
ſhould think' rhus'' to anoſeo uſe 'of them, 
they 'would be” fo*far from conducing to 
their Benefit', 'or' Preſervation, "that they 
would 'only' tend to their” Hurt, and De- 
ſtrifion 3/- fince if the Stronger had a'Righe 
to'rake from: the Weaker by Strength, and 
the:'Weaker from the' Stronger by Cunning 
and" Surprize',' any of theſe' Neceffarieg of 
Life, which' he'' was: once' poſlefſed of ; yet 
when [he had'/ithem, he covild be no more 
aſſured that he ſhould keep them, than he 
was . that laſt' poſſeſſed them, ſince one 
Stronger ,' or more Curining than himſelf, 
may yet” come , and ſerve him' as he had 
done:-the: other” before ; 'and fo' on, 'rill 
all:Men that enjoy*'d them ſhonld be de- 
ſtroy'd;' and” the/Things contended for, pe- 
nb without uſe: $0 that there could-re- 
main neither" any Owner ,” nor Thing to 
berowned,” ©. FRY. 
- $723. From” all which that hath been. 
now ':laid down,” I' ſhall draw/ ſome Con- 
clufions of great moment to our Subjed 3- 
as, {(1.) From” this Knowledge of the Na- 
D991! | ture 
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cure of Things, (and eſpecially of our.own: 
Humane Nature) we may learn that ſo- 
much. celebrated Diſtinfion of the Storcke, 
between the mw 2p" 5uiy (F./ e.) thoſe Things 
which are in- our own Power, and Diſpo- 
fal; ſuch as are the voluntaty Motions and 
Iaclinations of our Bodies and /Minds 5 and 
Te 5x, 6p nv (3+ 6.) the Things out of our 
Power, ſuch. as are thoſe Corporeal Md- 
tions, ſo violent and irrefiftible, which: we 
daily obſerve to proceed from the Nature 
and Frame of the World, which we weak 
Creatures--are- not- able to reſiſt, and''from 
whoſe irreſiſtible Force, all things here be- 
low are ina perpetual fluxz; whence alſo 
there happens to us Men, a perpetual vid 
fitade of Things, as welli Adverſe: as-Pfo- 
ſperous, as alſo of Maturation, Decay, and 
Diflolution : So: that this Diſtin&ion: (if 
duly obſerved) will be of fingular uſe, as 
well in forming our Manners, as ig 
our ys ook For froni hene&e we/are 
taught not toe / atiy other or' gre 
ns Mappigias, __ Jiburd of et | 
Labours and Endeavours;/ than- what may 
proceed from a prudent Management of our 
Rational Faculties, and! from- thoſe Exter- 
val Helps which we' thay expe& Divine 
Providence will afferd us, in, its governing 
the World z by which means we' may be 
| ree 
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freed from thoſe fruitleſs Labours and En-. 
deavours, to which Men's vain. Fears, and 
groundleſs Hopes, ſo often. tranſport them: 
Nor ſhall we too thucly afflidt our ſelves. for 
thoſe Evils, which either do now, or may 
hereafter , without our own Faults, inevi- 
tably befal us, whence the greateſt part of 
thoſe Troubles and Moleſtations, -which- are. 
wont-to proceed from- Grief, Anger, and 
Diſcontent | at- - our- preſent. Fortunes, or . 
Conditions, may, by oun Pradence, or Pa- 
tience, be prevented : | Neither are we here- 
by only directed to the avoiding of Evils, 
but here is alſo Ks ts to us, 2- More 
ſhort and eqmpendious method, by which 
we may, kpglegers, attain to thoſe two 
greateſt Bleſungs which can be enjoyed by 
us in this Life 3 the Cultufe of our own 
ray and the Government of our Paſ- 
10ns, a 
$. 24. I need nbt proſecute this .Sabject - 
any farther, but ſhall' proceed: to take  no- 
tice of thoſe obyious Obſervations to our 
Purpoſe, 4i2. That it is evideat from” com- 
mon Experience, That the gatural Forces, 
or Powers, of any one Perſon, are too 
weak, ſcanty, and- inconſiderable, towards 
the obtaining all that. Happineſs. he defires 
and is capable of ; to. procure which, he fu} 
wants the kelp: and. Afliſtance' of mon 
| other 
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other Perſons -and Things, to render his. 
Life ſafe, pleaſant, or contented : And, fur- 
ther, that it 'is in'the Power of any one. of 
us, to contribute miny Things towards the 
uſe of others of -our own- kind, . which we 
do'not need our felvesz and which though: 
of no uſe to us, yet may be of fhagular uſe 
to their Happineſs, or Preſervation. ;But: 
ſince we are certain, from thoſe known | 
* Bounds of ' our Power, that-we'are not '$ 
_ able to compel /all thoſe by force', whoſe' | 
- Afliſtance we-ſtand in need of, to co-ope- 


rate with us', towards this our main End. 
- and Deſign, 'viz. Happineſs; there' can be; .; 
no 'ſurer Means, 'or ſafer Defepge Jeft us, | 
than that by ' a conſtant offeringiand atfor-/ 
ding thoſe Neceſlaries of Lite,” together: 
with our Aſſiſtance to others, as often as: 
It hes in our Power's 'we-may thereby pro- | 
bably render them likewiſe Benevolent and; | 
Helpful to us/in the-like Neceflities, or Oc- || 

caftons : So' that"this/ Benevolence , or Cha- | 
. rity ,' is only'a 'conſtant Will and Endea- 

vour of a&ing thus ſincerely and diffufively, 
whenever any Opportunity offers it felt; 
and that even in thioſe' Caſes, in which it 
may oftentimes be probably foreſeen ,' that 
no return can be immediate] Qed from 

\the Perſon to whom} the Benefit is done.y 

ſince; however, it ſtil} contributes to the 
| geng» 
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general Good of Mankind, of which that 
Perſon we fo benefit is a Member + Which 
ra} Benevolence doth not yet hinder, 

but that we may beſtow and exerciſe a 
larger ſhare , and higher degrees thereof, 
towards thoſe from whom our own long Ac: 
- quaintance, and nearer Relation, may per- 
_ usto hope for larger Returns of Friend- 

Ip. 

$. 25. Whence we may, in the next place, 
obſerve, That if our Afiftance, and other 
Things in our Power, certainly contribute 
to the Uſe, or Benefit: of others, they can 
only perform this, as they are aſtign'd, or 
appropriated, to the particular Perſons, that 
are to make uſe of them, according to ſome 
certain time and place. So that if Right 
Reaſon preſcribe a Uſe of Things, and Hu- 
mane Helps, as neceſſary for the Happineſs 
© and Prefervation of Mankind, it, as neceſ- 
© farily, preſcribes, that this Uſe of ' theſe 
Things, ſhould be appropriated to them, 
that are thus to uſe them, for the time they 
ſtand in need of them, and according to the 
place in which they - are to be uſed. The 
Conſequence is evident, becauſe Right Rea- 
ſon can only preſcribe that to be done, which 


TW will conſiſt with the nature of the T hings 


I that are to be uſed, and the Perſons that are 
* to uſe them. So that it is evident, a Divt- 
| D ſton, 


%. 
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fion, or Appropriation of Things, and Hu- 
mane Aſliſtances and Labours, is abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Subſiſtence and Happineſs 


of all Men ; whence it alſo follows, That this | 


neceſſary Limitation,, or Appropriation Ki 
any of theſe Things to particular Perſons, 
for the time they ſtand in need of them, is 
a natural Separation of them, from the ule 
of all others, during the time they are fo 
. made uſe of.' By Ore Thing, T mean ſuch 
ſingle Things as are uncapable of diviſion 
and to make uſe of which , it is abſolutely 
neceſſary that it be poſſeſſed whole and en- 
tire, ſuch as are Food, Cloths, and the like ; 
for there are other Things which arelikewiſe 
called Oze, as one Iſland, one Field, and the 
like , which may very well ſerve for the 
Utle of divers Perſons at once, and whoſe 
Diviſion ariſing from the poſitive Conſent 
of 'Men already entred into Civil Societies, 
oe Commonweals, I need not; now, treat 
of, | 

6.26, But from this natural Divifion, - or 
Appropriation of Things, and its /Neceſlity 
for the Preſervation. of Mankind, ariſes 
that Natural and Primitive right proceeding 
from Occupancy ,- which both Philoſophers 
and/Civilians grantto have place in the (tate 
of Nature, ſuppoſing a Community of moſt 
Things : For Right ts but a certain Faculty, 
, bs or 
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or Power of Acting, or enjoying any thing 
granted us by a Law ; batin this ſtate, there 
is no other Law but that of Right Reaſon, 
given by GOD, concerning ſuch Actions 
as are neceſſary for the Common Good of 
Rational ' Beinps. . Therefore fince Right 
Reaſon requires a ſeparate uſe of particular 
Things, and Humane Afliſtances, as neceſ- 
ſary and conducing to this End, there muſt 
needs follow from thence, a Right to the 
Uſe and Enjoyment of any particular Thing, 
during the time the Poflefſor ſo makes ule 
of itz for a Man. hath the fame Right to 
Ive to morrow,-as he hath to day; and con- 
ſequently hath the ſame Right to all the 
Means which are neceſſary for his Preſerva- 
tion : Therefore if this Houſe, Servant, or 
any thing elſe that I am now poſleſled of, be 
neceſlary for-my Happineſs or Preſervation 
today, I ſhall have alſoa like Right to it for - 
the future as long as it continues thus neceſ- 
.fary : And in this ſtate, there being no other 
Judge of the Means of my own Preſervation ' 
ut my ſelf ; I ſhall have a Right to it as 
long as I live, for the ſame Reaſon for 
which I had a Right to it at firſt, So that 
unleſs, the Uſe or Neceſlity cealing, I alter 
my Mind concerning it, 'or aſſign my Inte- 
reſt in it to another, I have a perpetual 
Right init, excluding that of any other, du- 
LD) 2 ring 
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ring the time that I am thus poſleſſed of it : 
Not that I hereby grant every Man a 
Right, in the ſtate of Nature, to all Things 
which his unreaſonable Paſſions, or Appe- 
tites., ſhall fanfie to be neceſſary for his own 
Preſervation, or Happineſs, but only to fo 
much of the Means conducing thereunto, as 
any. Man , whilſt he judges according to 


Right Reaſon, or Equity, and the natural 


Neceſlities of himſelf and Family , ſhall 


rightly ſo determine, without arrogating, 


or aſſuming to himſelf more than 1s really 
neceſſary for thoſe Ends, and without rob- 
bing others of what is alſo neceflary for 
- them, which is down-right Violence and In- 
Juſtice. | 

$. 27. Whence it plainly appears, That 
this natural Diviſion, or Property in Thingy, 


firſt proceeding from Occupancy and Poſ-- 


ſeſſion, as it is neceſlary for the Preſervation 
of all particular Perſons, fo it muſt be like- 
wiſe for that of Mankind, conſidered as an 
aggregate Body, conſiſting of divers Indi- 
viduals, the ſame Means being neceſlary for 
the preſervation of the whole , as are re- 
quiſite to all its conſtituent Parts or Mem- 
bers, though tlis kind of Property may 
very well conſiſt with Community, as at 
Ord'naries and Theatres, every one that 


pay 
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pays his Money hath a Right to his Dinner, 
or Place; yet none can te] which it is, or 
where it ſhall be, 'till he hath ict on his Plate, 
or is actually ſeated in it, {ov8 rae 

$. 28. Whence it may appear, That theſe 
Principles being truly drawn trom the Na- 
ture of Things, will, without any more a- 
do, deſtroy. Mr, H.'s wild Hypotheſis, con- 
cerhing the Natural Right of all Men to all 
Things, that he may thereby prove a Right, 
inthe ſtate of Nature, -in all-Men , of do- 
ing whatſoever they pleaſe. towards others, 
neceflary to their Preſervation 5 ſo that 
thence may ariſe a natural ſtate of War of 
_ all Men againſt all. And hence it likewiſe 
appears upon what grounds.every Man hath 
a Right to.his own Life, Limbs, and Liberty, 
vis, EV" they are the natural Means 'by 
which we are enabled to ſerve G O D, -and 
aſliſt Mankind 3 in doing which, we proſe- 
cute the Common Good 'of Rational Be- 
ings. And from theſe Principles here laid 
down, it clearly appears, "That Mr, H.'s Do- 
rines concerning the Law of Nature, and 
Dominion-, are not only 'precarzous ; but 
manifeſtly falſe; which, firſt, ſuppoſe (with- 
out any ſufficient Proof) - an' unlmitred 
Right of all Men to all Things, to be necel(- 
ſary to their Preſervation, as the Founda- 
tion of all Natural Laws, and Civil Societies. 
D 3 For. 
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For the proving of which, he only makes 
uſe” of ſome falſe and ſpecious Arguments, 
as I hope I have ſufficiently made ap- 
= in-/the Second © Part. of 'this Trea- 
_ be"? W- 59.0 

$. 29. Having now eſtabliſhed a Natural 
Property in ſuch Things, and Humane 
Helps, or Afſiſtances , as are neccſlary for 
Men's Happineſs and Preſervation, in order 
to the Common Good, I ſhall not concern 
my ſelf to prove the 'Convenience of Civil 
Property, as now eſtabliſhed in moſt Com- 
monweals; ' nor ſhall now trouble'you with 
thoſe Miſchiefs, which Ar:#otle, in his Po» 
liticks, hath very well proved, would: fol- 
low from a Community of Things, from 
thoſe unavoidable Strifes and Contentions, 
which would daily ariſe from our uſing the 
Fruits of the Earth in common: Only 1 
think I may ſay thus much, That fince Man- 
kind 1s ſo multiplied in'well-inhabited Coun- 
tries, that there is not Land ſufficient to be 
divided amongſt all the Inhabitants, fo as to 
ferve for each Perſon's comfortable Subfi- 
ftence without foreign Trade,” or mechanick 
Employments, there muſt neceſlarily follow 
a more full and 'exa& Divifion and Appro- 
priation of the Neceſſaries of Life, ſuch as 
are Land, or-the Uſe and ProduRts thereof; 
as, Corn, Catte), and the:like,in order pa 
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' Civil Society, by whoſe Conſent ſuch a Divi- 


. Property, or Dominion, confiſting in a 
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Preſervation and Happineſs of that Nation,or 


fion and Appropriation of theſe Things were 
at firſt introduced 3 which being opce ſet. 
led by Civil Laws, there is the hike Reaſon 
for its continuance 3 and Men have as much 
Right to thoſe Things they thus enjoy, by 
the particular Laws of the Countries where 
they live, as they had before in the ſtate of 
Nature, to whatever they could poſſeſs 
by the Right of Occupancy, or Poſſeſſion 5 
fince it is evident, That this more exact 


ſtricter and more limitted uſe of theſe 
Things, hath a greater efficacy in order to 
the Happineſs and Preſervation of that Na-- 
tion, -or part of Mankind, which have thus 
agreed to it, than the bare Occ upancy, or 
Poſſeſſion of theſe Things had before ſuch 
a Divifion made, or agreed upon; nor 
can it now be altered , however, perhaps, 
hard and unequal it may prove to ſome par- 
ticular Perſons, fince it will always conduce 
to the Happineſs and Tranquility of each 
particular Civil Society, or Commonweal, 
that it ſhould continue as it doth, than it 
ſhould be ſtill altered, according to every 
Man's particular Fancy, or Intereſt , ſince” 
ſuch a Change can never be made, without 
inconceivable Diſcontents, and Civil Diſlen- 

| | _— tions, 
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tions, which would quickly end in open Vio- 
lence and Hoſthty. | 
4. 30. So that from thele Principles here 
laid down, there is no Right conferred 
upon any Man, of doing whatever his own 
wild Fancy, or unbounded Appetite may 
prompt him to, but only, what .beſhall, 
according to right Reaſon, truly judge ne- 
celſary to his own, or Family's Happineſs 
and Preſervation, in order to the Common 
Good .of Mankind. Therefore I here de- 
ſire you to take notice, that whatever 
Right we enjoy, even to the things -moſt 
neceſlary for our Preſervation, it is found- 
ed, if|not jn the Precept, yet at leaſt 
miſhon of this great Law of Nature, of 
endeavouring the Common Good of Ra- 
tional Beings, when we truly judge ac- 
cording to the Nature of things, -eoncern- 
ing the means, neceſſary, and eonducing to 
this ,great End. ſo that it can never -be 
proved, that any one hath a right of Pre- 
ſerving himſelf, unleſs jt be firſt: made out, 
how this Right of Self-preſervation, con- 
duces to, or at leaſt conſiſts with this 
Common Good. Since. no Rational Man 
can .ever believe, that God intended the 
Preſervation, much lels 'the Senſual Plea- 
'fures of any one Man, as the Sole End of 
His Creatior, Which Principle being-once 
oa es 
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eſtabliſhed, as the Foundation and Original 
of all the Natural, or Civil Rights we en. 
joy 3 our own natural Powers and Rights, 
will appear ſo limitted thereby, that we 
cannot without mjary, and injuſtice, vio- 
late ior invade the Rights of others, much 
lefs break out into open War againſt them 
without juſt Cauſez nay all thoſe Argu- 
ments by which any. one Man can affume 
a Right to Preſerve himſelf: by the Law 
of Nature, will likewiſe be-of the ſame 
force:to prove, [that he ought to Preſerve. 
others alſo; and that it can '\never 'become 
lawful for 'us f#n''any State, to reb Inno- 


cent Perſons of what is neceffary 'for their 


Well-being and Preſervation ; '*þut rather 


on [the contrary, 'that all Men's natural 


Rights, "ſhould be ſecured from the mif- 
chiefs of -unreaſonable Violence, and War, 
and Contentionz which natural 'Security 
in a (Civil State-or Commonweal, 4s highly 
improved and encreafed by the 6 fiſtance of 
Hamane'Skill and Induſtry, according tothe 
eftabliſhed Laws-of Property or Dominion. - 

4.31. T'have/ſpoken thus much concern- 


'1ng the — Connexion between the 


particular A&ions above mentioned, and 
the: Common Geod of Mankind, that by 
conſidering their 'relation 'to this Great 
End, "the Nature of all Humane AQions 

| may 


| , "7M 
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may more certainly be known and prede. 


' termined. - Since the Dependance of natu. 


ral Efte&s on their Cauſes, are abſolutely 
neceſlary and immutable; for as well in 
the ſtate of Nature or Community, as of 
Civil Society, or ſeparate Property, thoſe 
Humane Attions which cauſe, or. procure, 
that the minds of all other Perſons ſhould 
not be prejudiced by Errors, Lyes, or 
Perfidiouſnefs ; nor their Bodies hurt, nox 
their Lives, Goqds, Fames and  Chaſtities 
violated, or taken away, and alſo by which 
a grateful return is rendred to thoſe that 
have done us good 3 or in ſhort, all thoſe 


 Adtions by which the true happineſs of 


any one Man, or more is procured, without 
injury to others, as they always were, fo 
they ever will be the certain Cauſes of 
the Common Good, and Happineſs of Man- 
kind, and are therefore diſtinguiſhed by 
the Titles of moral Vertues, ' as I ſhall 
more at large demonſtrate in this Diſcourſe, 


- when I come to ſhew how all moral Ver- 


tues are derived from, and at laſt reſolved 
into this Principle of the Common Good of 
Rational Beings. 

But leaſt the variouſneſs of the Obſer- 
vations treated of in this Chapter, and 
their Independance upon each other, ſhould 
render them perplext, and conſequently 

uncon- 
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unconvincing to Common Readers, who 
may not be able to carry ſo long a train of 
conſequences in their minds 3 I ſhall contra& 
. What hath beennow ſaid into theſe few plain 
Propoſitions.'* | * 

I. That though all particular men are 
mortal, and: but of a ſhort duration, yet 
that God hath ſtill preſerved mankind with- 
out any ſenſible failure or decay. 

\ 2. Thatin Order to this, God hath made 
man to þe- propagated -by Generation , 
and: alſo; to: be | preſerved by divers out- 
ward means, which we call neceſlaries of Life. 
- 3: That theſe Natural means can no way 
anſwer this End, but. as they are allowed, . 
or' appropriated to the uſes and occaſions 
of particular Perſons, during the time they 
ſtand in need of them, and. ſo cannot at the 
fame time anſwer the different or contrary 
defires, and neceſlities of divers men, endea- 
vouring to-uſe theſe things after contrary or 
different manner, a. _ 

\ '4- That the:taking away thoſe neceſlaries 
of Life, which another is- rightly poſſeſſed 
of, doth.not' only cauſe the ruine and de- 
ſtruction of that Perſon and his Family, 
who were thus poſle{ſed of them 3 but by 
cauſing ; a perpetual ſtrife among Man- 
kind, wull render theſe things uncapable of 
being made -uſe of, at all for their Com- 
3203 3 EE | mon 
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mon Good and Preſervation. 

5. That ſuch a Strife, if proſecuted 
to the utmoſt, will certainly end 1n the 
deſtruftion, not only of particular Perſons 
and Nations, but of all mankind contrary 
to God's delign. 

6. From all which we may Rationally 
colle&, that God ' defigns the Preſervation 
and: Happineſs of Mankind, as alſo of all In- 
_ dividual Perſons as parts of it, as'/far as their 

frail and mortal Natures will permit, and in 
ſubordination to the good of the whole bo- 
dy thereof, T6911 

7, That therefore there 'are no urer 
means to procure” this great End of the 
Common Good-of Mankind, 'than an Uni- 
verſal Benevolence towards Rational Be- 
ings ; conſiſting, Firſt, 1n Divine Love or 
Picty towards God, and'in Reſpe& of Men, 
not only in permitting each other quietly to 
enjoy all the necefſarics of Life, / but alſo 
in making a ſettled diviſion of chem to 0- 
thers, ſo as to be appropriated to ſeveral 
mens uſes or occaſions; which dictates be- 
ing given us by God as a'rule 'of all our 
moral AGions, (in the exerciſe of which 
is contained our trueſt Happineſs, as 1n its 
violation, our greateſt Miſery) is therefore 
' truly and properly a Law, and: indeed the 
Summ of all the Laws of Nature. 

__ CHAP, 


hy 5 if if ot 


0b/ervations' and Concluſions, drawn from 
the con ſideration- of Humane Nature 


and Right Reaſon, as alſo from the 
Nature of God. 


<. I. Aving in the former Chapter 
Hs ſuch eafie and obvious 
Obſervations, from the Nature 

of thoſe things without us, which we daily 
ſtand in need and make ule of, as may ſerve 
to wy after what manner we ought to 
make uſe of them, and whence that Right 
ariſes. we have to them, I come now to 
make the like Obſervations from the Nature 
of Mankind, in order to the proving, that 
we are deſigned by God for the Good and 
Preſervation of others beſides our elves, 
and that in the doing of this, we procure 
(as far as lies in our Power) the Good and 
Happineſs of all Rational Beings, in which 
our own is likewiſe included, To perform 


this task, I ſhall firſt take notice of thoſe 
Qualitics 
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Qualities or Properties that belong to man 
(1) as a meer Natural Body, (2) ſuch as be- 
long to him as an Anima), (3) ſuch as are 
peculiar to him as a Rational Creature, en- 
dued with a higher and nobler Principle 
than Brutes, v/z- an-Immortal Soul. 

$. 2. To begin with the firſt of theſe, it 
is evident, that as a Natural Body; he is 
endued with theſe Properties ' common to 
_ all other Natural Bodies. Firſt, that all his 
motions, in which his Life, Strength, and 
Health conſiſt, do all proceed from God, 
the firſt and Original, or Cauſe of them, 
and are neceſfarily complicated with, and' 
depend upon the motions of innumerable 
other Bodies, among which the Corporeal 
motions of others, (which do often limit 
and reſtrain our own) are firſt and'chiefly 
to be conſidered. (2): That from them, as 
from other Bodies, motion may be propa- 
gated Indefinitely, and which'does not pe- 
riſh, but concur with other motions to per- 
petuate' the Succeſſion of things, that is; 
contribute tor the conſervation of the Uni- 
verſe; and as the-former teaches us, that a 
particular end, viz. our own Preſervation, 
depends upon our Common or joyrit 
Forces, or Natural Powers; fo this latter 
inſtructs us, that ſuch Powers and motions of 
particular Perſons, are often moſt Ra 

an 
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and conducing to the” Common Good of 
all men. The firſt of theſe Conclufions for- 
bids us to hope for, or endeavour our own 
private Good or —_— as ſeparate and 
diſtin& from that. of all others, and fo ex- 
cites us to ſeek the Common Good of Ra- 
tionals, as the Original of our own parti- 
cular Happineſs. The other Concluſion 
ſhews, that this endeavour of the Common 
Good -can never prove in vain, or to no 
purpoſe, ſince it concurrs with the Will of 
God, and conduces to the Preſervation of 
' the Univerſe, and of all Humane Creatures 
therein contain'd ; and farther, that in each 
complicated motion, as well in that, towards 
which divers Cauſes -concurr for the Pre- 
ſervation of any Body for a certain time, 
as alſo in that, whereby each particular Body 
concurrs to the Conſervation of the whole 
Syſtem. There is a certain order ſtill ob- 
ſerved, whereby ſome motions are necefla- 
rily /determined by others in a continual 
Series, or Succeſſion, all which are yet go- 
verned or over-ruled, by the motion of the 
whole Syſtem of Natural Bodies. And al- 
though this ſort of Contemplation, may 
ſeem remote from common uſe, yet is it not 
to be contemned as altogether unprofitable 
in Humane Affairs; for it makes us moredi- 
ſtinaly perceive from ſome certain general 
Principles, 
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Principles, how neceflary a conſtant and 
certain order is amongſt thoſe Cauſes, that 
A& from Corporeal forces; ſo that many 
of them, may each in their order Succeſ- 
ſively concurr to an effect foreſeen, or de- 
ſigned by us; and farther ſhews us a rule 
' how we may certainly judge, what Cauſe 
does more or leſs contribute to the Effect 
ſought for, or defiredz fo that from the 
| Natural Power of theſe Cauſes, their Qrder, 
Dignity or Power, in _ to each Effe, 
are to be determined and judged ofz and we 
are taught from the Nature of things, as 
well what Cauſes are to be-moſt eſteemed 
for thoſe good Effe&ts they have, or may 


produce, as alſo which are moſt diligently | 


to be ſought, for the obtaining thoſe ends 
which we defire, and by which means 1t 


may be alſo known; that thofe Cauſes 


which Philoſophers call Univerſal, viz. God 
the firſt Cauſe, and the motion of the/Ce- 
leſtial Bodies as proceeding from Him, are 
the Original Cauſes of the Common Good 
or Happineſs of Mankind, a part of which 
we either always do afually, or can hope 
to enjoy. 

$. 3. But omitting thoſe Motions which 


are not in our Power to influence or alter, * 


It is certain, that among the things which 


are in either our Power to do or torbear 3 
thoſe 
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thoſe voluntary Humane motions procted- 
ing from an [Univerſal Beneyolence of all Men 
towards all others, , are the. principal Cauſes 
of their Common: Happineſs, and in, which 
every ones. -private - Good is . included, 
Since from- this fourcg [proceed all, thoſe 
AG&ions, -by. which Men's Innocence. and' Fi: 
delity towards. each other, are. preſerved 5 
as alſo by which: Humanity,/ Gratitude, and 
almoſt all the, other Vertues are exerted and 
performed, after as certain, a manner, as the 
Natural ; matipns; of. the Spirits, Bowels, 
Nerves, .and_Joynts,in an, Animal, dowholly 
proceed from the motion. of the Heart, and 
Cizculation of the Blood:z, which 'judgment 
or, determination, | being', taken from -the 
Nature of, things duly. conſidered, ſhould, 
without/doubt,; cauſe us to yield Obedience 
to/all the Laws; of Nature,..as contributing 
to. this Common Good, of Rational Agents, 
and may make;us alſo diligently to take care, 
that the ſamg be obſeryed.,by others, .ſo.that. 
there may .be.nothing wanting that can. be 
done by, ys, | whereby, we. may not, be; ren- 
dered ;as, happy, as our frajl Natures. un this 
will allow... fince right reaſon can .pro- 
Poſe no higher or nobler. End, than this, ot all 
our, moral Actions. «634d. aac 
1. $4. 4. Yet whilſt we compare the Aggre- 
gate Body of. mankind, (as far as we on 


+ & 


50 A brief Diſquiſition 
 A& by Corporeal force) with the Natural 
Syſtems of other Bodjes. I am not un- 
mindful of the manifeſt difference there is 
between them, iz, That-all the Effets of 
meer Corporeal Syſtems, are produced by 
the Contiguity, and immediate Operation of 
Bodies, moving upon others that are to be 
moved by them 5 without any' Senſe, Deli- 
beration, or Liberty, which are only to be 
found in Humane Adions, ' in'whoſe Mo- 
tions and Operations on each other, though 
a great difference often intervenesz yet for 
all that, it is. evident, that the Corporeal 
Powers of Men when exerted, are ſubje&t 
to the ſame Laws of motion with other 

dies, and that divers Men may- often co- 
operate. to one certain Effe&; ' relating to 
the Good or Hurt of others, ſo'that there 
is the ſame neceſlity of a Subordination be- 
tween Humane motions, as-there is between 
thoſe of other Bodies. And T-muſt here far- 
ther take notice, that Men have frequent 
© opportunities of meeting together, and alſo 
* many other means by which they -may hurt 
or help each other, by Words, Writing, or 
other Aftions. So that, if we confider the 
Nature of Mankind, in'the whole courſe of 
their Lives, it ought to be confidered as 
one entire Syſtem of Bodies, conſiſting of 
ſeveral particular parts 3 So that nothing - 

| ame 
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moſt can-be/done in Relation tb any Man's 
Life, Family; or Fortune,” which doth not 
ſome way-'or (other, either benefit or pre- 
Judice, thoſe things which are moſt dear-to 
ethers alſo: asthe morion of any one Body 


A the Syftern- of the | World; Communi- 


'cates it ſelf-zo tnany others,/;}For that great 
Prerogative of Knowledgeand Underſtand- 
ing, wittywhich Man is endued, ſupplies the 
Contigukty required: for motion in other 
Bodies. {Men being often-.excited to Adtion, 
by--certaln* Arbitrary ' figns-or words, by 
-Which'.they: -underſtand, | what -hath been 
done by” others in places far diſtant. Sv 


alſo-our'Intelle& apprehending a likeneGof 


Defires and Averſions, 'berween thoſe of the 


ſame Spedies' with it ſelf, as to things neceſ- 
ſary orihurtful to Life, -as alſo being able ro 
remember! other Men's Actions / towards 


themſelves; or' thoſe they love, are from 


thence excited to hope for, or expe the 
"ike thingefrom them, and are alſo provoked ' 
'toa requital when occaſion is offered, Such 
Properties being plainly Natural, and con- 
"ſtant in-Humane Nature, areno leſs effica- 
'cious to extite Men ro ſuch Ations/or mo- 
"tions, than a" mutual. contaQt between Bo. 


dies, is to'Cothttunicate motion berweenall 


"the parts of any Corpareal' Syſtem.” ' 
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4. «£, From//whith'Natural,Qbſervations 
it'1s plainly manifeſt, ;that: particular Meh 
may rhence Learn,' that: both their. greateſt 
Security from: Evil,/and- allitheur' hopes .df 
obtaining any Good-or Afligance: from Q- 
thers,: towards) inaking themſelves Happy, 
doth truly and: neccflarily epend upon 
voluntary Adions;: proceedirig) frgm: the: Be- 
nevolence'of others,- who'do:likewiſe them 
ſelves ſtand in meed of the: like means. for 
their / Happineſs -and; Safety. i From whence 
"we eakily perceive, that theſe\mutual Helps 
-and Alliſtances of Men towards, each other, 
-are highly beneficial to all of - them, and 
anſwer:'that Concourſe of 'Natural Bodies, 
and that Ceſhon- or giving - place- to each 
 other,- which is ſo neceſlary. for. ithe perfor- 
.marice of their mations. So'that;from:thjs 
-neceſlity of theſe mutual helps; it;-as necel- 
-Garily :follows, ' that' he who-would!' conſule 
-his own Happineſs and Preſeryation, ſhould 
| procure (as4aras he. is able) theGood will 
-and Aſiſtance of 'others, - ſince he- cannat 
but be-ſenſible,. that be is able.to-afford and 
.petforin.'to others ,, divers like} Offices of 
kindneſs, and :ſ0-:1s able to; conſpire with 
the whole Syſtem; of Rational..Beingy, to- 
| wards: the ſame End, (vis) the; Common 
Good of Rational Beings: and that on the 
contrary, the weakand inconliderable _ 
> 4 0 
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of any one Man, are not ſufficient to com- 
pel ſo many others, each of them equal (if 
not Superiour); to himſelf, both in Wit and 
Power, to yield him their help and- afli-, 
ſtance, to their own prejudice; whether they; 
will or no;3 which would prove as impoſ# 
fible, as that a hundred pound. weight placed 
10. one Scale-of a Balance, ſhauld bear down 
ſeveral other/hundred weights, put. on the 
oppoſite Scale; -So:; likewiſe; the force and' 
cunning, of any; ſingle Perſon, is of no ſuf 
ficient Power or Force, againſt the ſeveral 
Neceſlities, Counſels, and/Endeavours, of 
innumerable:others towards:their own, and 
the Common /Good, without any conſide- 
ration ; of his "particular Happineſs alone. 
Therefore it is manifeſt from this natural 
Balance of Hamane Powers,, that men 'may 
be more-- certainly induced) by onr Benevo: 
lence, or'Endeavour of the Common Good, 
to yield -us thoſe things and affiſtances we 
ſtand in need/;of, than by uſing force or 
deceit, which Myr. H, * -ſup- | 
poſes, cven the Good and Ver. | #iae, The 
tuous may lawfully exerciſe in! c;ve. © 
the State of Nature , as the: nos 
_ only natural/ means of Self-preſervation, in 
his Imaginary/State of Nature. | 
-$.'6. So that from theſe ;Natural, Obſcr- 
vations, concerning all the means. neceſlary 
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to the Conſervation of the Corporeal Uni- 
verſe, and of the ſeveral forts of Beings 
therein contained,-'we may draw theſe con- 
| clufions. T. That all things are ſo diſpoſed, - 
that not the leaſt quantity of matter and 
motion, canever be loſt ; but theſame Spe. 
cies 'of Animals, are ſtill contmued, and 
are rather encreaſed than leſſened, notwith- 
ſtanding all the oppoſition of the: cruel Pat- 
 fions, and unruly Appetites of fome other 
Animals, ſo that in' this perpetuity of mat- 
ter and motion, 'by a contmual ſucceſſion 
of things, the Natural Good, or Confer- 
vation of the Corporeal Univerſe conſiſts, 
and towards which it is carried according 
to the immutable Laws of motion ; nor 
can there be any ſufficient reaſon given, 
why the Conſervation of Mankind may not 
be looked upon as eſtabliſhed by-as cer- 
tain and natural a Power' of Cauſes, as the 
Succeſtive Generations: of- any other Crea- 
tures, fince they depend ' alike ' upon the 
laſting Nature of the Corporeal Univerſe; - 
and agree in all the Efſentials of Animals, 
And certainly the: Addition of a Rational 
Son! to our Bodies, does very often put 
us int a better Condition than that of Brutes, 
but can never make us in 'a worſe 3 which 
will be evident to any Matt that conſiders 
the benefits,” which accrew to our —_ 
mY rom 
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from the Government of our Reaſon, and 
which do.abundantly recompenſe ſome in- 
conveniencies which may happen to them 
from the errours of our minds. Nay, it is 
moſt certain, that its errours concerning 
Food, Pleaſure, and. other things which 

concern 'the: Preſervation of our Bodies, 
from the Soul's yielding, againſt 
the Admonitions of Reaſon, to Carnal Ap- 
petites, and Corporeal-or Animal Paſlions. 
2. That the-matter and motion of all Bodies, 
as alſo of Men (conſidered only as ſuch) 
do. Mechanically, or whether they will or 
no, promote the motion: of that of the Cor- 
poreal Univerſe, ſince the motion of all 
particular Bodies is determined, by the ge- 
neral motion of the whole - Syſtem. In- 
ſhort, our Judgments concerning the neceſ(- 
ſary means of the Happineſs of Mankind, 
may be convinced from theſe Natural. cauſes 
operating after the ſame manner, and by 
the ſame Natural Laws, by which the Cor- 
porea] Univerſe is preſerved, ſince they con- 
fiſt-in theſe two Rules; 1. That the endea- 
vours of particular Perſons towards their 
own Preſervation, are as plainly neceliary 
for the Conſervation of the whole Species _ 
of Mankind, as the mechanick motions of 
particular Bodies, are to the general motion 
of the whole Corporeal Syſtem. - 2. That 
E 4 | the 
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the Powers of particular Perſons, by which 
they defend themſelves againſt the force of 
others, ' ſhould be: fo [equally Balanced, as 
that (like the motion of other: Bodies) 
none of them ſhould'be deſtroyed: or loſt, 
' to the Prejudice or Detriment of- the whole. 
Somewhat like which, 1s ſeen in/all the mo- 
tions of the - Corporeal Syftem 'of the 
World, which proceed from its Plenitude, 
and the mutual Contact of Bodies, . and fo 
extend - themſelves through the-whole maſs | 
of matter ;. but it 1s: the proper Talent of 

Humane Reaſon 'and' Underſtanding , to 
obſerve. that each Man's particular' Happi- 
neſs, does depend- upon *the ' voluntary 
Actions of other Rationals, after a much 
nobler manner, even: when they” are far 
diſtant, and can therefore take cate that, all 
Humane Actions may: in like manner con- 
duce to. the Common: Good' of Rational 
Agents,as the motions of all Bodies, do to the 
Conſervation of 'the.. whole Corporeal Sy- 
ſtemz which will » be ' truly performed, if 
in- all voluntary Actions which reſpe& o- 
thers,' thoſe two Rules aforegoing be ob- 
ſerved.” So that 'we' are taught from the 
real Natures of things, as well. as 'that of 
Inanimare Bodies, after what, manner, and 
to what Degree , we-ought'to purſue- our 
own ,parycular Happinels, that: is, only: as 
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it'conduces ta, ahd is included im that of 
the Common Good” of ' Rational Apents, 
$0 we ' are” hence alſo 'inftraqed, what 
A@ions are'preſcribed,”--or forbid © by ' the 
Laws of Nature4 fince fich'Aions' only 
are' thereby commended, "as" promote this 
oreat' End;'/and the contrary [Attions for- 
bidden, which diſturb or Hinder it 3. which 


is alſo ſuppoſed=by* all Princes and States 


in'their Deliberations and 'Treaties of Peace, 
it being that, 'in which they” all agree, as 
cortributing to their Cornmon''Safety and 
Preſervation, (viz) That the Powers of all 
thi ſeveral] ſtates concerned,ſhould beſo juſtly 
\moderated and'equally balanced, that nontie 
"may deſtroy or oppreſs each other. Thus be- 
+rween neighbourtng Nations, not Subje& to 
he ſame Common Powerztr's (chiefly prove 
ded in all their -Leagues and” Treaties, that 
the” Forces of 'each particular © Common- 
wealth, ſhould be fo equally balanced by the 
Aﬀiſtance, and Support of 'their” Confede- 


Tates and Allies,” that it ſhould be impoſſible 


for any one of them to ſwallow 'up, or de. 
{troy another'; - but that. there ſhould be 
ſtilHefc to each of them Power, and means 
ſufficient to'preſerve- themſelves, "and their 
Subje&s in Peace'and Safety, ',as being the 
math ends, for Which they were ar firſt ox- 
diited by God; aid InſtitaredByY Men” 
ONT * d. 7. 


$8 Abrief Diſquiſtion- 

$. 7. And as it is proper to all Natural 
Bodies, that whilſt they perſevere in their 
own motion, . there is likewiſe a neceſlity 
they ſhould. alſo. contribute, and be ſab- 
fervient to the. motions of innumerable -0- 
ther Bodies, from the general. Laws of mo- 
tion, for the Conſervation of .the Univerſe, 
and which, Rule being alſo found true in 
Animals; it -ſeems to admonilh us, - not 
only as meer Animals, but rational Agents, 
that we contribute our- particular endea- 
vours towards the general Good, or. Pre- 
ſervation of all, thoſe of their own Kind, 
fince it is not only a poſhible effe&,. but 
alſo ſach a one, as depending upon Canſes 
ſo perfe&t and certain, we may with rea- 
ſon believe, that it will endure to the 
end of the World, But if we farther add 
to theſe Obſervations, thoſe- things that di- 
ſtinguiſh Animate from Inanimate Bodies, 
they will yet more ſtrongly convince us, and 
make us te more ſufficient reaſons,wherefore 
(not ſo much concerning our ſelves with 0+ 


- ther Corporeal Beings) we ſhould be chiefly 


ſallicitous in giving our aſfiſtance to thoſe 
of our own Kind: Firſt, then the- Nature 
of Animate is diſtinguiſhed. from that of 
Inanimate Bodies, by ſuch a fit diſpoſition 
of parts, and an apt conformation of their 
Natural Organs, as ſuffices for their Gene- 
| Bl ration, 
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ration, Senſation, / Imagination, AfﬀeCtions, 
Nouriſhment;-and alfo all ſpontaneous mo- 
tions. And-it is/by theſe. Ations, that all 
ſorts of Animals ; endeavour their Confer. 
vation, and. Happineſs for. the time that is 
appointed them, \ and thereby procure the 
Preſervation, of the whole Speci ers 
 $.-8; But:I' ſhall not dwell too long up. 
on: theſe common obvious thi which 
are ſo evident in themſelves, but, ſhall from 
hence deduce ſomething more material to 
| que parpetgg (viz.) that from the ſame in. 
wrinſeck Conſtitution of all Animals, where- 
by. they | are determined to. this Endea- 
vour-of Preſerving themſelves, there are 
beſides given: manifeſt. Declarations , that 
Laving and Benevolent. Actions towards 
thoſe of their own Kind,. are, alſo neceſſary 
for their awn defence,andconfſtitute the hap- 
picſt State-of Life they ,can enjoy. And 
_ likewiſe: that it, is, farther. ordained from 
the fame: concourſe of. External and. In» 
ternal Catiſch, that all Rational Agents can- 
not but be ſenſible, or. mindful of theſe 
 Tndications.;;.. The firſt of theſe Concluſions 
containgtbe;Sente, and Sandtion of the Law 
of Nature, as the latter. regards its Pro» 
mulgatiqo, or the manger whereby it comes 
tobe madeknown to; us, I.fhall explain each 
of them 4a their order, -. | | 
ay 
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"$9. It is'thetefore firſt toib&obſerved, 


"Thi the corporeal Blk ,”even'of 'the Jar-'. 


peſt" Animals. is coritaitied within/a ſmall ahd: 
hatrow compaſs3-4s alſo that'rhe'\ſpace of. 
Time wherein they can live;' or be preſer- 
ved, *is not long?*-From whenee#it follows, 
That but a few *Fhings, 'and*a/ſmall quan« 
tity of them, are” really neceſAry- for (their 


 Noutiſhment / and” Preſervationg» or where 


there. is need of 'a” Concttretieb of more 
of. then, they" ate bnly ſuchas may be free- 
ly cdmmunicated*to' many at'once;” whence 
they re naturiM[y*led to' defire but a few 
particular Thihgs,” but daily ftand 'in-need 
of divers others tn'common,” whoſe uſe may 
yet' be well chmmmicated'ts many: at once, 
without exhiaſting'their-ſtore 5'fuch as'are 
the;free Enjoyment of Ajr, Light, Fire, 
Witer, '&c. And farther )-if [we confider 
the Structure of® their Bodies, Wwe) may - ob- 
ferve, That the fame ſuperfioies'of rhe Skin 
which hinders the effaſfion;” governs alfo the 
Cirtatation of the Blood; and-\does at the 
fattle rime fix bgurtds to thoſe Appetites and 
Neceffiries by which, they are urged: to ſeek 


- 
z 


thetrown Prefervation': - $6-that thoſe few 
"Things that ſuffice to repair thewvital Flame 
"which daily caorfſumes'! are likewiſe ſuffici- 
*enr hot only 'for*the' Conſervation! of their 
life, and natural ſtrength, buralfo for inabling 


them 
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them to contaibytgtheir Helpand: Afliſtance 
to, others, of the,ſame. Vt a And, laſtly, 
the Struqure! and; Capacity,, of. the Vellels 
19 which their, Aliment..is digeſted, and of 
thoſe that; convey the; Chyke, ag alſo. of the 
Veins and Arteries that receiveit, being but 
narrow, require but a; ſmall quantity to fill 
.them. So! that; ] Ties }Brute: can. Hy 
guley! of Mr,.:His Errour, of atjudging:o 6 
ring all Things: whatever,,as, wecellary for | 
its, own Preſeryation3, f the intriny 
ſeck and .capGiuenc . Pay; pf call annals, 
it plainly appears, That but a few Things 
ſuftice to allay;yheir:Hungep,angjT hirſt, and 
.,t9 prevent-.the;;njuries, ofs; the Weary 
Ang if. 1o ſolo Thing are ngceliary for their 
_Happineſs.a Trot AVE + &b&Y ay VSTY 
well leave. oduRs which 
the Earth ſo. GUT ag brings. yt to ” 
-Sjojed by, others; of- their. ovn;kind, fince 
-finite; quaptity. of their) pi edge limitting 
thei > Toh 1 the deſisi q—o ;and | (Og 
'OWETrS QBJY, jy uſig W,,ne 
Things: Fr = Wt ec and, and, Id Ne ON there 
_ Ariſes 2. DR "Divi ion or. Appropriatign . 
of;Things, amonglt dives, ls 
joel] kind. ( (as;I ſhewed; ag in\the, 
+6 IPL). "The aowre or ;p6rapflion of 
ich Diſtrihunon ,-.is. t 
All that TORI Concord and 7 ak olenge 


f; amongſt 


on - of brief Diſquiſtion 
among ſt them; and which'their Natuife te 
quires Te their Preſervation': So that if this 
innate Love, or: Deſire of 'Sclf-preſervation 
In Animals, be limited after the manner we 
have now deſcribed, this ohee farisfied, there 
can be no Reaſon why they ſhoujd with- 
ſtand , or 'obſtru@ the Culkveation of *0- 
thers of the 'ſitrie kind, either by hindering 
their Enjoymerit of thoſe Thin hich th 
themſelves do hot need, or iti refuſing tolend 
them their Helpund Afiftanice, when theres 
wo -and thei it is not tieedful for them- 
as 516 
4. 10. The on Oblerviticin we tnake, is 
Hom the EfeQs- of 'the' Seriſes, -as alſa the 
Imagination: and: Memory in Animals when 
they are taken up, -and/ethple ed about0- 
thers of the ſame-kind-: Forince from-the 
Tmpreſſions niade'on their Organs of Senſe, 
they cannot 'but perceive; that” ſuch! Ctea- 
turesare of the ſame Nature/with thetnſelves; 
ſuch Notions'/muſt, from'the Conſtituttori' bf 
their Narvire, move them/to'foinewhat a hike 
affection towards them-as towitds themſelves, 
-- But Iſhall here'avoid all*Cohtroverſies /con- 
-cerning the Knowledge of Bfiites, or which 
way their AﬀeCtions we 1oved by their 
Imaginations' and' ſhall'offy ſuppoſe, That 
their Imagjnatiort excites theit Paſſions;' and 
that theſe Paſhons do”Hiewiſe often' pro- 


uce 
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duce the like Motions, or Inclinations, in 
their fellow ' Animals : 'From whence T 
colle&, That this' Similitude of Nature does 
bighly condute to the procuring-of Berie- 
| volence, or Concord, amoneft thoſe of 'the 
ſame kind,unleſs there be ſore unaccountable 
Antipathy, or Diſſimilitude- of Sa prion 
which may” happen to excite Enmity', br 
Difcord between themz which'yet not 
te happens * 'Whence it follows, That yo 
alle” as Jong'as they are in their Right, 
Senſes, and are*mindful of themſelves, cars 
not- forget others' of the fame' kind , fince 
under the'ſame” Tdea's 'by which they con- 
' ceive their own Nature, andthe Neceſlitics 
thereof, they Gtinot but .bave"an Idea” of 
that of others'of the fa Ecres with dos 
fdyes ; ard'muſtalſo be fenflble,” that fit 
Animals, being urged by the like Appetites - 
of Huoger and Thirſt af themſelves, 'are 
thereby moved to ſeek Food when She 2 
or thirſty ; and cannot but be alſo ſenſi 
that it is highly grareful to'thern, when” i 
rife of theſe Neceſlaries: is left free and-un- 
diſturbed, or elſeis adminiftred to them by 
others, or that they are any ways afliſted by 
them in the Sebi thein; * 

'$.1 1.But firiceTdea's of this fort do conſtant- 
1 frring inthe Minds of Ab fs, asalſo'pro- 

EE —— totoveor Good: will, 


ariſing 


& 4 wir Diquifiin. "aw. 
ariſing neceſla ily, from this: ſimilitude,.,of, 
Nature 3. it alſp.tollows, that. they never lo, 

deviate = their natural ſtate, as when, 
through Madnek, or any other, violent [Ap-! 
petite, or.: ;  they,-a&t -cqntrary., to, 
heſe firſt and. "kk natural, DiE Ites;: <a 


4 Dog, .w ben ſerze 4 with Mady nels, he bites 
all. 0 ther. D 


Sow, throug ny Re. cats hep, 
own ; Pige., No h ed.can..1, &- arly Fea», 


(a asito: 


make. Ds extra», 
Ts = 


En..1 times .PxOs) 


au 
) juſtly; efteemed as pre1 
nao ET rs of the. Blood, or Brain, 


oi like to thar.of a. mad-Dog 3, for there 
, appears jin thoſe pes are tranſported 


h; theſe Paſſions, ; . all the Symptoms, of ' 


hed Diſcaſes, thaz proceed from.an over: 
owing of Choler , or a. violent | cfferve- 
{cence of the Bl -ſach as an ictecrial blacks 
neſs of the Face, paralytick Tremblings, and 
other Signs well enough known to Phyſici: 
ans. , Nor is a immoderate. needleſs, Fear 
of Animals of the. ſame kind,c0 be leſs recko? 


Ui Ag ſuch, Diſeaſes, fince. ie4s-not only | 


pre* 


EEE EE 


© MF, emf mw tw ans We ms > _ 


TS © ,, = —= 


of the Law of Nature. 65 
preternatural, or beſides their Conſtitution 
when-in Health, but doth likewiſe; as 
well as other Diſeaſes , deſtroy the Body, 
by driving them into an immoderate Sad- | 
neſs, unſeaſonable Solitude and' Watchingy, 
with other-Symptoms'of predominant Me- 

lancholy, Whence an untimely Death is of- 
ten acceletated. . Neither can there be any 
Mean, or End , put to this unreaſonable 
infefted with 'a falſe Imagination, that all 
other Men defign to kill and deſtroy them; 
which Madneſs is very like that of thoſe, 
who. being bitten by a'mad Dog, are afraid 
of Water , and all- Liquids , though they 
cannot ys y OG thetn, of which 1 have 
met with a famous Example  -y;j. wetoriv 
in the French Chronicles of Hiſt in che Lit 
King Charles VI. who 'being **s Prince. 
ſeized with a violent apprebenſion, that all 
bis Servants were, bribed ,' by his Son the 
Dauphin, to poiſon him, did quite abſtain 
from-all Food, 'till at laſt he died, as truly 

of Hunger, as Fear. 

$. 12, Andit is evident (and Mr. H. bim- 
ſelf confeſſes it) that 'Men, as well as other 
ſociable Animals, do more or leſs delight in 
the ſociety of each other of the ſame kind, 
as may be obſerved from thoſe ſigns of Joy 

and Satisfation co they expreſs jen 
. they 


y ; 
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they meet after any long abſence: /But fince 


it is as plain,'that the Cauſes of this Aſſo- 


ciation and Agreement, proceed- from the 
intrinſeck Nature of the Creatures, and;are 
no other than, thoſe by which the Blood, 
| Spirits, and Neryes are continued and pre- 
ferved, in'a due, and healthy | ſtate ; it--as 
evidently follows, That the Safety and Pre- 
ſervation of each. of them, cannot: be ſepa- 
rated froma Propenfion, at leaſt,toa friend- 
ly Aſſociation with thoſe of their: own kind; 


ſo. that though they. ſometimes quarrel abous 


the ſame Meat., or -Female , yet this does 
not, any ways croſs.or contradict this great 
End of Nature, . of procuring. the Common 
Cood of the - Univerſe 3 but 1s: rather 1n 
order to it, vi/2.when'the Defire of Foed,-1n 


order to their awn, Preſervation, - or Luſt, ro |} + 


propagate their Species, prompts them to 
fight, 'and ſometimes to deſtroy each other ; 
the time of which- Contention, |1s yet but 
{mall; in compariſon of | the greater part of 
their Lives, in, which they are obſerved to 
live in peace: And that all Animals are de- 
termind by Nature , to: proſecute and en- 
deavour the Common Good: of | their own 
Species, by: the ſame Cauſes. that: preſerve 
the Lives of ,cach of them' in: particular, ap- 
pears:from (the. great. Love' and Kindnels, 
which Creatures, of the fame Species, a of 
berly  - itte- 
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differetit Sexes, expreſs towards each other, 
and by vitthte of which, they perforth the 
At of Generation ; ſo highly grateful and 
pleaſing to., each' other, aid thereny, propa” 
gate their Offpritig; which when brought 
orth , they love and defend , as ra of 
themlelves, Unleſs ſome unuſual Diſt pet 
ifitervene, ' which x7 ſometimes diſturb or 
change theſe natural Propenſions ; as when 
'Sows*or..Rabbets eat or deſttoy their young 
onts3 which 'happening , but ſeldom, is ra- 
HP &6' Be” iSunred aitiong the Diſeale 


*. % 


-of us'Brith, or Diſtemper of the Appe- 


rite, thit to' Be "aſctibed to their natural 
Srate, of Conftiration 3, and does 00, more 
contradi@t'this general Law of Nature, than 
the' alpent *'of Water in a Pump, does op- 
poſe that” general | Rule ; of. the conſtant 
deſcent? f heayy Bodies. So that we. may, 
for all' that, affirm , That ,the. Procreation 
of their”. Young, and' that 5p» or natural 
Aﬀection th y ; aye for them, and 'defire of 
breeding t he up , ?till they are able to |, 
ſhift for themſelves, ' are ſeldom. or neyer 
ſeparated; for Preſervation is, but ; as, it 


S SF ST i» . 43S v3 + 7 4 2 «ts ju? F 3 #4 
' ere, the Generation of] the ſame Crea- 


ture till continued. .So that the ſame na- 
tural Cauſes excite Animals*to the one, as 
well as the other. But it is evident, Thar 
their Off-ipring can neither be generated, 
| 0 Or 


i EE. 
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or preſerved, unleſs thoſe of different Sexes 
do, for ſome time, maintain Peace, and a 


Co-habitation with each other, which in 


many others of them, continues much lon- 
ger than the bare time of Generation, 
(wiz) for the whole ſeaſon of ,Coupling 
| and Breeding up of their young'ones; andin 
divers others, as Doves, Pigeons, &-c. This 
AﬀeQion continues (like Marriage) as long 


-as their Lives, . And that Creatures are. 


excited to generate their like , from the 
fame - natural Cauſes, for which their own 
Preſervation 'is procured, appears from this 
anatomical Obſervation, \that part of the 
fame nutritious Juice paſſes into. the Nou- 
riſhment of the Body, and the reft to.the 
Propagation of Seed; and the whole 


Circulation. of the Blood, with the Cauſes 


that produce and promote it, as the mu- 
ſcutar force of the' Heart, and that ſtrange 


Veins , ,do-by one and the ſame. Adion, 


ſerve for the 'patticutar Nutntion | of the 


Animal, :and alſo. perform the more pub- 
lick Duty of Propagation of the Species, 


whilſt'it does, at the ſame time, ſend down 7, 


part of that matter to the Spermatick Vel- 
ſels out of which the Seed is produced. 


$. 13, 
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$. 13. But leaving the nicer Diſquifition 
of theſe -anatomical Obſervations to Na- 
turaliſts- and Phyſicians, I ſhall only add 
this one Obſervation, That it is evident 
that all Animals are, by theſe means, im- 
pelled to the Love of thoſe of a different 
Sex, and alſo- of their own Ofi-ſpring, and 
ſo are brought to impart ſome of that 
Sel-love, with which they are firſt en- 
dued , to others of their own kind, from 
an irreſiſtible inſtin&t of Nature : And hence 
it is cruly . obſerved of Men, That after they 
are married, and have got Children, they 
are. more prone to, and (ollicitous after 
Peace than before 3 but that this defire of 


Propagation , diſpoſes Men to a greater 
rai towards thoſe of the Female Sex, 
is ſo evident, that it needs yo proof. But 


fince Mr. H.-and others of .his Opinion, do 
grant theſe Obſervations, concerning the. 
natural Propenfions of Creatures to be 
true, but are wont to evade them , by 
affirming, That they only proceed from 
the ſole Love of their own Pleaſure and 
Satisfationz and that all the Actions pro- 
ceeding from thence , tend to no higher 
end than the Love and Preſervation of 
themſelves; as I do not 1n this part of the 
Diſcourſe, intend to diſpute, '1o have I not 
omitted to anſwer this ObjeCtion in'the laſt 
"3 Chapter, 
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.Chapter, which is deſigned. on purpoſe for 
anſwering all - thoſe } ObjeRions:;,that,' can 
well be. made apgain({t our Definition of the 
Law of Nature, /". 


{ }.. 4H 


E 


- $. 14. The laſt general Obſervation to: 


be drawn from. the | Nature of Living 
Creatures, may be taken from that Sweet- 
neſs and dag,” «| take and, enjoy 1n 
thoſe Aﬀtions and Paſl: 


Common Good of their own. Kind, fince it 


is very well known to Naturaliſts, that in 


thoſe ſweeter Paſſions of Love, Deſire, 
Hope, Joy , (eſpecially when employed, a- 


ut any great Good towards others) the 


vital Motions of the Blood and Heart are 
then highly helped and promoted. So 
that the Veins and Arteries are fillgg-with 
a milder and nobler Juice , whilſt Þrisker 
and more aQtive Spirits are thereby genera- 
red,and the Circulation of the Blood,and con- 
{cquenily al] the other animal Functions, are 
more ea{ily and nimbly performed.So that by 
thoſe very AfﬀeRions - by which they do 
200d to Animals of their own Kind, they 
themſelves arc allo ſatisfied and delighted, 
and as far as they feel this naturally rooted 
In their very Natures, they muſt needs 1n- 
cline to thel: Afﬀections ſo highly condu- 
cing to their own Happineſs and Preſerva- 
'tipn 5 whereas, aa the contrary? in Hatred, 

| Envy, 


ons that: tend to the 


_ 
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Envy, Fear, and that Sadneſs and Il|-hu-. 
mour which neceſlarily ſprings from thoſe 
ſour | and 'immoderate Paſſions ; the Circu- 
lation of the 'Blood is obſtructed, and the 
_ Heart . rendred more heavy, and unapt to 
motion. '$0o thatit thereby expels the Blood 
with greater difficulty in its Syſtole, from 
whence - proceeds -meagerneſs and paleneſs 
of the, Countenance, with innumerable In- 
conveniencies to the whole  Occonomy of 
the Body, but chiefly in the FunGions of 
the Brain and Nerves, ſuch as are thoſe 
Diſeaſes which are attributed to the Spleen, 
deep '' Melancholy , and Diſcontent. But 
cheſs” things being rather of a medicinal 
Conſideration, I ſhall but only juſt mention 
them, though che Writings of Phyſicians may 
yield us divers Examples of ſuch who have 
haſtened their own Fate, through immo- 
 derate Envy and Regret, that they could 
not ſatisfie their Malice or Revenge; of 
which I may chance to give you a taſte 
when I come to confider the SanGion 
of the Law of Natureby Puniſhments, pro. 
ceeding from the undue and immoderate 
exerciſe of thoſe Paſſions. 

\$. 15. But as Mr, H. and his Difciples 
cannot deny thefe Natural Propenſiqns 1n 
Brute Creatures towards mutual Concord, 
ſo they have no other way to evade theſe 
| F 4 Ia- 
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in Man's "Nature , that ni 
Naturd, and more unr 
Bears, Wolves, ec. That natu- 
rally in a perpetual ſtate of, War, 70s can 
no way be, kept from deſtroying. each other 
but by ſome Common Su Proms Ranres, te 
over them to keep them, a ſin awez which 
Arguments, and the | += Wh to them, fince. 
by their length they would. too mugh 
perplex the Connexion of this Diſcourſe, 
- I ſhall refer you to the Second part, where- 
in I hope I have made it appear, that there 
is nothing in Man's Nature conſidered. as 
an Animal, that ought to be governed by 
right Reaſon, (and 1n which ye 1k heex- 
cels other Creatures) that can lay any nes 
ceſſity upon him of being more kterce, and 
unſociable than Brutes. 

$. 16, Having now diſpatched theſe com: - 
mon and __ Obſervatiogs concerni 
Man, conſidered as a meer Body, and alſo 
fuch as concern his Nature as + Animal, 
tending to prove, that the endeavour of 
the Common Good of his own Species, 
was one great End and Deſign of God in 
His Creation; I come mthe next place to 
confider, thoſe particulars, in which the 
Nature of Man excels that of Brutes, and 
whereby he is rendred much more capable 
than 
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than they of hoohng and perfo ing this 
great End, viz. the Common Good of Ra- . 
tional Agents: which I ſhall divide into 
two Heads, either thoſe belonging to the 
Body, or- elſe to+the Soul or Mind ; as to 
the ' former, though there are divers Ana- 
tomical. Obſeryations; made by curious A-' - 
natomiſts and: Learned Phyſicians, concern- 
ing the differences between the Conſtitu-. 
tion of the inward parts, or veſſels in Men 
and Brutes'z yet: I ſhall take notice of no 
more, than what are abſolutely neceſſary 
to our purpoſe, and which may ſerve to 
ſhew, what. are'the natural Cauſes of that 
Excellency. and Superiority, that is com- 
. monly found in Humane Intelleds, above 
' thoſe of \Brutes. The firſt of which Ob- 
ſcrvations may be drawn from the large 
quantity- of brains which is found in Hu- 

mane; Bodies, and which bears a much 
greater- proportion in reſpe&t of their bulk, 
than in any:other Creatures; for though 
the weight of an ordinary Humane Body, 
does ſeldom exceed above a fourth part of 
that of a Horſe or Bullz- yet for the mo- 
tion and. government of ſo much a ſmaller 
Body, Nature hath. allowed him near dou- 
ble the quantity of 'brains, 2272. about the 
weight of four ar five pounds, (6 that there 
1s eight times as much brains, appointed no 
the 
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the, government of the:like bulk in a Man, 
as 1n an Ox or Horſe, And though-the 
Carcaſes of the largeſt Sheep and Hogs, do 
often weigh near as much as a Humane 
Body: yet their; brain 'is not above an 
eighth part of the weight m-proportion to 
oursz which ſeems to be thus.ordain'd by 
Natiire, that by reaſon of the greater large- 
neſs of the Veſſels, the Animal Spirits ſhould: 
be prepared 1n- greater plenty, and*alſo have: 
more room to work, and ſo ſhould become 
more lively and vigorous in Man,'.than in 
other Creatures; ſince all the Nerves do 
either ſpring from the brain, or elſe from. 
the Spinal Marrow which is continuous, and 
of the ſame ſubſtance with xt 5:'whence it 
may follow that, this larger -quantity, -and? * 
conſequently greater. ſtrength-'of brain- in} -- 
a Man above other Creatures,, was intend-» 
' ed to ſerve him to-dire&, and -govern-that»+ 
greater variety of Motions' and Aﬀions! * 
depending thereupon, with a more exa@ aare- | 
and deliberation. ), ey 
$. 17. A ſecond; Obſervation to prove, 
that Man is a_ Creature ordained. by God 
for a fuller and more conſtant Aſſociation 
with thoſe of his own Kind, (which alſo 
tends to the promoting of 'the Common 
Good of his; Species), than other Creatures, 
may be taken from the natural Conſtitu- 
tion 
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_ tion of his - Blood, and Spermatick Veſlels, 
by which his Appetite to Copulation 1is,not 
. confined: (as in moſt- other. Creatures) ta 
ſome certain - times, but. are equally the 
ſame at all ſeaſons of the Year 3. from whence. 
proceeds a defire of Marriage, .or a con- 
{tant Cohabitation with one, or more Wo- 
men, from whence muſt -likewile, follow a 
more conſtant generation of their Oft-ſpring;. 
and a more laſting care of them when ge- 
 nerated and brought forth. For whereas 
Brutes quit the-care of their Young, and 
drive them away. from them as ſoon as e- 
ver they are able to ſhift tor, themſelves 5 
Man alone loves and cheriſhes bis Off- 
ſpring, and continues his love and care of 
them as long as they Live, and till loves 
them the more the longer they have. con- 
tinued with them, and the more care and 
pains they have beſtowed on their Educa- 
tion; and ſo likewiſe Man is the only Crea- 
ture we know of, that makes any returns 
for this care, by Acts of Duty and Grati- 
tude towards his Parents; for as for the 
Gratitude of Storks” to their Sires or 
Dams when old, I look upon it as an old 
Fable, *" #4 | 
&. 18, Laſtly, I ſhall conſider the won- 
derful Frame and Structure of the Hand-in 
Man, which though I grant it. not peculiap, 
| tO 
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to him alone ; all . Creatures of: the Ape or 


- Monky kind, having their fore-paws very 
like it, and in many Actions uſing them to 
the ſame ends, both in feeding themſelves, 
and carrying their Young ones; yet fince 
we ſee our Hands were not given us in- 
ſtead of Feet to go upon, (as in them) we 


may juſtly conclude, that they were Fram'd 


for ſome Higher and Nobler Uſe, than 


our bare Preſervation , or the _ 


or deſtroying of others. Since if God ha 
ordained them only for this end, ſharp 
Teeth, Claws and Horns, would have done 
much better, and would have ſaved us the 
trouble of making Swords, Spears, and 
_ ſach like Inſtruments, not only of ſelf-pre- 
ſervation but deſtrutions whereas we find 
that by the help of our Hands, direQed 
by our reaſon, we are able to do much 
more than any of thoſe weak filly Ani- 
mals can do with their Paws, fince the 
cannot ſerye' them to make any of thoſe 
ordinary Inftrumentg,,, or Utenſils of Life, 
which even the moſt 'Barbarous Nations 
cannot be without 3” or ſo much as to ad- 
miniſter to each other, many of thoſe of- 
dinary helps and affiſtances, which Men 
by means of their Hands do daily afford 
each other. So that if we conſider the 
Ordinary uſe-of theſe Members, eſpecially 
in 
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in labouring Men and Mechanicks, we ſhall 
find, that they do not only ſerve for their 
own Suſtenance and Preſervation, but alſo 
for the benefit and niaintenance of 
others of their own kind, who cannot v 
Subfiſt without the manual Labour 'of 0- 
thers. And though I grant this-noble In- 
ſtrument the Hand , is often abuſed by 
wicked -and violent Men, to make unjuſt 
Wars, and commit Murders and Robbe- 
ries, and by lefſer Thieves to pick Pockets, 
Pilfer, &*c.  and' that without this they 
could never commit ſuch Villainies 3 yet 
doth it not follow, that their. Hands were 
beſtowed upon them by God for that end. 
Since if He. intended the Common Good 
and Happineſs of Mankind, as: His great 
end, He never could intend that theſe In- 
ſtruments ſhould be made uſe of toa quite 
contrary defign,vzz. their Ruine and Deſtry- 
ion, So that whoever will but ſtrictly conſt 
der all this, cannot but confeſs, that we are 
made and ordained to depend upon each 
- others aſ{iiſtance, and that Man was Created 
fot a higher purpoſe than his own ſingle 
Self-preſervation. | 
$. 19. Which may be farther made out 
from the natural Conſtitution of Humane 
Nature, as that no Man is born Self-ſufh- 
cient, or able to procure all things _— 
ary 


{ 
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fary for his bare Subſiſtence, much leſs for 
a-quiet ot' pleaſant Life, but needs the 
Aſſiſtance of others to bree* him up whilſt 
an Infant, or to tend' hit when he is ck, 
old; or unable to help himſelf; or if it be 
ſometimes poffible for a time, yet it muſt 
be with great hardſhip and ſcantineſs, tHat 
any” Man's own 'fingle Labour, unaffiſted 
with the Help of 'others, can provide him- 
ſelf ' all the Neceſlaries of Life. - Whence 
firſt -ariſes another neceſlity of Marriage 
1n-the ſtate of Nature, which is the Con- 
tract of a Man and a Woman to live toge- 
ther, for the propagation of their Species, 
. and breeding up- of their Off-ſprings, and 
alſo for mutual Help, and a joint Proviſion 
of 'the Neceſfaries of Life' for themſelves 
and them. And, ſecondly, a neceſlity of a 
Man's living in concord, or ſociety, with 
a4lother Men, eſpecially thofe of his own 
Nation, or Commonwealth. So tHat it is 
evident, the chief Happineſs and Well-bein 
of Mankind-?, - depends upon their nic 
adminiſtration of theſe Things, as often, as 
need ſhall require; that 1s,,, upon AQs 
of the higheſt Love and Mygevolence, in 
order to the Common Good. 

To all which may be added another Ob- 
ſervation, of the great difference in the 
Frame of Men's Bodies from thoſe of Brutes, 
in 


\d 
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in the vpright-poſture of "their progreſſive' 
. motionz Man alone going upon' two Legs, 
whereas ey, ov terreſtrial 'Animals'go 
upon-all four Fwhereby-Men have the con- 
ſtant uſe of their "Hands; both to help and! 
affiſt : themſelves and - others; ' to: a much 
greater degree, and in a much more poyw- 
exful manner'than what Brutes are able to- 
perform.” 'But whereas ſome Atheiſts have 
+» alledged, That'this Poſture proceeds rather 
from Cuſtom and Example'than Natures 
Idefire them to\\ſhew' me" any- Nation''in 
World ſo" barbarous, that doth not go 
on'two Legs as well as we: And though 
hildren, *tig'true, before--they can go, "a 
muſt crav1; yet i is not upon/their Hands aw 
nd Feet, but Knees: For a Man's Legs 4 
(as is'nototious to Anatomiſts) are ſo much 
longer' than: his Arms, and - are likewife 
ſo ſet on, ''that' they cannot”'be' brought 
to move 'in' Right- Angles with the Arms, 
or Fore-legs, as in Brutes:' And though 'T 
grant that ſome Beaſts, -as Apes, Monkeys, . 
and Bears, can'ſometimes'go upon their 
Hind-feet, yet is not this- conſtant ; bur as 
ſoon/ as the! gyeſenit Neceflity, is over, they 
ſoon retuffystoi their natural poſture. To 
conclude , 1 think I' may leave'it to any 
indifferent Reader to judge,” whether from 
all 'theſe natural Obſervations from ' the 
| Frame 


' © Nature of Man, to bei 
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Frame of Humane Bodies, and the Natare of 


their Paſſions, -it doth not evidently appear; 
That Man's Happineſs and Subfiſtence 1n this 
Life, was not defigned by: GOD to de- 
pend upon his own particular ſenſual Plea- 
ſure, .or the meer ſatisfation of his [preſent 
Appetites and Paſſions, reſtrained - to him: 
lt without any Confideration- of - others 
of his own Kind, but was rather intended 
for the Common Good and Preſervati- 
on of the wholeiSpecies of Mankind. -- 


$. 20. Having now diſpatched thoſe na- 


tural Obſervations that maybe drawn/ from 
the Conſtitution or Frame:of Man's Body, 


in order to the. rendring: him'capable: of 
ſerving the Common Good in - the propa- 


gation of his Species,. I ſhall proceed to the 
next Head before laid down, (viz) thoſe 
Excellencies , . or Prerogatives ,: of the Hu- 


© ja Soul, -or Mind ; and: in. which he ex- 


els all other Creatures; And.jin the firſt place, 


Leviath, Parti, Mr, H, very well. obſeryes, 
Chap. 12- 6 That it - is' peculiar tothe 
quilitive into the 
« Cauſes of the Events they ſee 3 and 'that 
« upon the fight of. any thing that hath a 
* beginning,,.- to judge alſo it had a 
« Cauſe which determined the ſame to be- 
« oin when it did : And alſo whereas there 
<« 1s no other Felicity among(t Beaſts, n_ 

. *© the 
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« the enjoying their daily Food, Eaſe, and 
* Luſt, as having little or no foreſight of 
<* the time to come for want of Obſervati- 
« on and Memory of the Order, Conſe- 
*« quence,” and Dependance of the Things 
 < they ſee. Man' alone obſerves how one 
< Event hath been produced by another 3 
< and therein remembers the Antecedence and 
< Conſequence, Whenice he certainly muſt 
be endued with a larger: Capacity, for ob- 
ſerving the natures of Things without him- 
ſelf ;zWnd is alſo able to make more curi- 
ous and *exa&t Searches into their Cauſes 
and Effects, than the moſt ſagacious Brutes 3 
who though they are 'endued with ſome 
few Appetites , of Inclinations , towards 
thoſe Things that are neceſſary for their 
Preſervation, and an Averſion for others 
that are hurtful to them 3 yet this ſeems 
to proceed from ſome natural inſtin& , or 
impreſſion, ſtampt by GO D on their ve- 
ry Natures, and not from Reaſon or 
Deliberation : As, young Wild-Ducks (they 
ſay) will run away from a Man, as ſoon 
as they are hatch'd ;. and Chickens know 
the Kite, though they never | ſaw her be- 
fore z and this not from any Experience or 
Rational Deduction. But as for Man, 1t 
is his Faculty, alone, to proceed from fome ' 
known Principles , to. draw Rational De- 
G duions; 
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ductions, or Concluſions, which were not 
known before : The exerciſe of which Fa- 
cuity, we call Right Reaſon , or Ratioct- 
nation 3. which though I grant is not born 
with him, 'and ſo is not a Property-belong- 
ing to him as a meer Animal ({ince we ſee 
Children , *till they -come to. ſome Years, 
and Fools, and- mad Folks a without it 
ſo long as they live) yet 1s it not there- 


fore Artificial, -( as ſome would have it.) - 


fnce ail Perfons of Years of. Diſcretion, 
and who will give themſclves leifare to 
think, may attain to, a ſufficient degree of 
it, for the well-Governinent of their ARi- 


ons, in order to their own Preſervation, 


and the diſcovering that Duty they owe to 
GOD and the-reſt of Mankind: Which 
Notions being peculiar to Man, and, Aſp 
common to the greater part of Mankind, 
either from Men's own particular Obſer- 
vations, or Rational Deductions 5. or elſe 
from the Inſtructions of others, who them- 
ſelves firſt tound out ſuch Rational Con- 
cluſtons, and taught; them to their Chil 
dren, or Scholars, with their firſt Elements 
of Speech, come, in, procels of time (havin 
forgot when thoſe early Notions were fir 
inſtilld into them) to be taken for con- 
nate Idea's: So that I doubt they have 
been, by too many, (who have not well 
con- 
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confidered their Original ) miſtaken fot 
Idea's, or Notions imprefied by G O D up- 
on their Souls, 

But leaving this, of which others have 
faid money it cannot be denied but that 
from this Faculty of deducing Effects from 
their Cauſes, Man hath been always able to 
find out ſufficient Remedies for his own 
natural Weakneſs , by the Invention of ſe- 
veral Arts, ſuch as Phbyfick and Chyrur- 
gery” for his Preſervation and Cure, when 
flek or hurt: And alfo thoſe of a more 
*publick Nature, ſuch are the Knowledge of 
Polictes, or the well-Government of Com- 
mon-weals, of Navipation, Warfare, or the 
Art Military, for his Happineſs and defcnce, 
as a Sociable Creature. So that, though 
Man' is born naked, and without thoſe 
natural defences and Weapons, with which 


divers Brutes are 'faurniſhed by Nature 


yet by tha power of this Faculty, he 1s 
able, not only much better to ſecure him- 
ſelf from the violence and injury of the 
Weather, by providing himſelf wich Cloths, 
Houſes, and Victuals b:tore-hand, ſince Na- 
ture hath not made him to live like Beaſts 
upon thoſe Fruits of the Earth, which it 
ſpontaneouſly preduces, but can alſo tame, 
ſubdue, and kill the ſtrongeſt, fierceſt, and 
cunningeſt Brutes, and make them fabſer- 
apes G 2 vient, 
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vient to thoſe Ends and Deſigns for which 
he pleaſes to employ them :- So likewiſe from 
this Faculty of Judging of Conſequences 
from their Antecedents, and foreſeeing the 
Probability- or Improbability of future E- 


'vents, he thereby diſtinguiſhes between 


real and apparent Goods 3 that 1s, between 
ſuch Things that may pleaſe for the preſent, 
and. do afterwards hurt him; and thoſe 
which though they may ſeem diſpleaſing 
for a time, yet may after. do him a greater 
Benefit z which Principles, fince they con- 
tain Foundations of all Morality, and the 
Laws of Nature, which we now treat of, 
it will not be amiſs here particularly tq ſet 
down, as the Grounds of what I have to 
ſay on this Subject. : | 
 _ $.21. Firſt, It hath been already proved, 
That every Animal is endued with a Natural 
Principle, whereby it is neceſſarily inclined 
to promote his own Preſervation and Well. 


being (yet not excluding that of others of 


| their own Kind) that therefore which moſt 
conduces to this end, is called a natural 
Good; and, on the contrary, that which 
| 1s apt to obſtruct and hinder it, is eyll. 
Among which Goods and Evils, there are 
ſeveral kinds or degrees, according as Things 
are _ with more or leſs fitneſs or pow- 
e: te promote or hinder this End. All 

which, 
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which, may be reduced to theſe plain 
Maxims, or Propoſitions, as I have taken 
them out of Dr. Moor*s Exchiridion Ethi- 
cur ; (o that I have colleted theſe Axiom, 
and put them together in this method , as 
they are repreſented by thoſe excellent Au- 
thors above-mentioned, that you may fee 
them all at one view; though I grant there 
are many other natural Truths, which arealfo 
uſeful to prove what Actions are productive 
of the Common Good, divers of which we 
have given you diſperſedly in theſe two Cha- 


pters. 
| Principle I. 

He leſſening or eſcaping of an Evil, is 
to be rechoned under the Notion 
of Good. 


Principle 1I. 


The leſſening or loſs of Good, is to be recks- 
ned under the Notion of Evil. | 


Principle III; 


That which is Good, is to be choſen; that 
which is Evil, tobe avoided, 


G 3 Prin- 
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Principle IV. 


The greater Good is to be preferred before 
the leſs; and .a leſs Evil to be endured, 
rather than a greater. 


Principle V. 


Such Things, or Events, whether Good or 
Evil, as will certainly come to paſs , may 
fall under Computation , and he eſtimated 
according to their ſeveral Degrees as wel 
as 1kings preſent : And the ſame likewiſe is 
for ſuch Things as may provably come to paſs, 
though this Probability may be ſomewhat re- 
mote, as it is counted a valuable Thing, and 
may be eſtimated at a certain rate; for a Man 
to be one amongſt four or five equal Compe- 
titors for an Office , or to be the fourth or 
fijth ExpeFant of an Inheritance ;, and though 
in ſuch Caſes there may be the oads of three 
or {our to one,zet the Price that is ſet upon this, 
muy be ſo proportioned , as either to reduce 
the Purchaſe to an equality, or make it at 
leaſt a very acuantageows Bargain. 


Principle VI. 


A preſent Good may r.aſonably be parted 
with, ugon a probable Eapedlation of a'fi* 
| ture 
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ture Good, which is much greater, and more 
excellent. 


Principle VII. 


A preſent Evil is to be endured, for the 
avoiding of a probable future Evil which is far 
greater. 


Principle VIII. 


. The greater the Evil, the more reaſon there 
is to venture the loſs of a oreater (700d , 


the ſu ſuffering of a leſs Evil for the elhng 
zh. 


Principle IX. 


It is better to be without any Good, than 
by the enjoyment of it to endure an Evil, as 
great or greater than that Good comes to. 


And theſe laſt Principles reſpecting our 
ſelves, may ſerve to produce Prudence, 
Temperance, and Fortitude in our Mindss 
the reſt that follow, reſpe& our Duty to- 
wards others, and are the Foundation of all 


Right and Wrong among Men. - 
gf G 4 Prin- 
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Principle X. 


We ought to purſue the Chiefei#, or Com- 
mon Good , with the higheif; and all leſs 
or ſubordinate Goods, with @ leſs AfﬀeTion, 
or Deſire ; | Neither ought we to makg the 
Higheſt, or Common Good, ſubordinate to the 
Mearner, or middle Goods, or the middle 
(Foods to the leaſt, 


Principle XI. 


Whatſoever Good . you mould have dane to 
your ſelf, in ſuch and ſuch CircumStances, you 
onght to do the ſame to another, in the ſame 
or like Circumitances, as far as may be, with- 
out prejudicing the Community. 


Principle XII, 
W hatſoever Evil you wonld not have done 


to your ſelf, you ought to abitain from doing 
that to another. 


Principle XUII, 


Good is to be recompenced with Good, and 
uot with Evil, | 


Prin- 
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Principle XIV. 


It is good for a Man to enjoy all the Means 
mr he may live happily. © 


Principle XV. 


It is better for the Publick, or Common. 
Good, that one Man ſhould not live voluptu- 
ouſly, than that another ſhould thereby live mi- 
fereh ble. 


Principle XVI. 


If it is a Publick, as well as a Private Good) 
for any one to have enough wherewith to live 
happy 3 it follows from the ſame Rule, That it 
#4 doubly better , when there is ſufficient for 

m7 Mem: 3 and by the ſame Rule of Proporti- 

a cede times better if there be ſufficient 

for a thouſand to live bappy : So that at laſt, 

from the ſame Principle, it myſt be confe ed, 

That if aff the Men in the World, or all Man- 

kind, could live happily, it were the greateſt 
, Good we could ſuppoſe them capable of. 


Principle XVII, 


It 5s neceſſary to the Publick, Gail, That 
every Mas s Right and Property be allowed 


him, 


| " n” * 


be 
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him, and its free Uſe or Poſſeſſion be likewiſe 
permitted him, without any Injury or Moleſta- 
tion from others, though it muſt be granted, 
that a Man may fo behave himſelf, as what- 
ſoever is his, whether by Poſſeſſnon., Gift, or 
Purchaſe, may lawfully ceaſe to be ſo, as a 
Puniſhment for his Crimes, in tranſgreſſing 
this great Law of Nature, of endeavouring the 
Common Good. 


Principle XVIII, 


It is better to Obey God, declaring His Will 
to us by the true Principles of Natural Reaſon, 
than our own unreaſonable Luſts and Paſſions, 
or the wicked deſires or Commands of Men. 


Theſe and the like Principles may fitly 
be called Natural, as well as Moral Axt- 


- oms, as being the true reſults of Natural 


Reaſon, and are ſo clear and manifeſt of 
themſelves, that if any one will conſider 


them without prejudice, or being byaſs'd 


by Paſſion, or too much Self-love, they 
will not need a long train of Arguments 
to prove them; ſince they appear true and 
evident at the firſt Propoſal.. So alſo theſe 
Moral Principles, conſidered as Propoſi- 
tions declaring the Connexion of all Hu- 


mane Afions, with the Natural effects that 


depend 
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_ depend- upon them; as for example, when 
they ſhew us aty Aion which will moſt 
certainly conduce to our own, and all o- 
thers happineſs, and that it appears to. be 
not only our Duty but Intere(t to perform 
them.” - Theſe Principles thus conſidered , 
with relation to our future Adions, may 
be called Practicfi Difates, ſince they do 
not only ſhew us the higheſt End we can 
propoſe to our ſelves, in order to our pre- 
ſent and future happineſs 3; but de alſo di- 
rect us tothe choice. of the fitteſt means to 
attain it. 

But I think it doth ſufficiently appear, 
that we are not only able to torm a; com- 
plex Idea ofthis Common Good of Ratios 
nal Beings; but alſo from the faculty of com- 

ring the likeneſs of our own Nature with 
that of all other Men, can alſo frame an unt- - 
vetſal or complex Idea of a Species, .oft 
kind of Creatures agreeing in the ſame na» 
tural Properties, and - requiring. the ſame 
things for their- Happineſs: and Subſiltence 
as himſelf, Note that I do not mean by 
this, any adequate Idea of the true Phy- 
fical Nature of Mankind, ſince of this (as 
of all other ſubſtances) we have no other 
knowledge but by their ſenſible qualitics, 
therefore I mean only here an {dea for? , or 
ſuch a common and inadequate Idea of the 
Nature 
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Nature of Man, as ſerves us for all the mo- 
ral Rules of Life, which Idea he can give 
a name to, and call mankind, and ſo comes 
to conſider, and underſtand all the Cauſes 
and means, not only of his own Preſerva- 
tion and Happineſs, but that of all other 
men's, conlidered as an aggregate Body. 
And from thence is able to draw. divers 
Concluſions concerning the proportion, and 
degrees of men's natural Good or Happi- 
| neſs, according to the Principles before laid 
down; * till he at laſt arrive at this Uni- 
verſal Idea of the Common Good of Ra- 
tional Beings, as the higheſt and nobleſt 
that he can attain unto, and which is moſt 
inſeparably conjoyned with his own parti- 
cular Conſervation and Happineſs. But 
whereas God hath Created other Crea- 
tures to aft for their own preſent Satisfa- 
Gion and Preſervation, without any con- 
fideration of that of others: He hath made 
man alone, not only :able .to- contribute to 
the good and Preſervation of his own kind, 
but hath alſo made him ſenſible af this 
Ability: and I ſhall farther ſhew 1n this 
Diſcourſe, that he hath laid a ſufficient Ob- 
ligation on him to exert it. 

$. 22, Another faculty of the Rational 
Soul, and only proper to Man as a ſociable 


Creature, is, That of Speech, or expreſſing 
our 
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our Notions by ſignificant Words or Soundsz 
which though it be not born with us, yet 
however may be reckoned amongſt the 
Natural faculties of Mankind, as well as 
going with two legs; ſince we find no 
Brute Creatures capable of it, though di- 
vers of them are endued with Tongues 
like ours, and that divers Birds can pro- 
nounce whole Sentences, yet have they no 
notion of what they ſay : . whereas there is 
no Nation, though never.ſo Barbarous, but 
bath the uſe of Speech. And to ſhew you 
farther, how natural ſome fort of Speech 
is to Mankind, I have heard of two young 
Gentlemen that were Brothers, (and I 
knew one of them my ſelf) who though 
born deaf, and conſequently dumb; yet 
by often and: long Converſation with each 
other, came to- frame a certain Language 
between themſelves, which though it ſeemed 
perfect Gibberiſh' to the ſtanders by, yet 
by the ſole motion of. their Lips and other 
ſigns, they perfectly! underſtood each. o- 
ther; which was likewiſe evident from this, 
that in the dark. they were not able to 
converſe at all, 'So that this faculty ſeems 
to have been beſtowed by God on Man- 
kind, not for. his Preſervation as a meer 
Animal, Sipce divers Brutes are able to 


ſubſiſt for more years without it 5 and 
J there- 
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therefore ſeems to be intended to render 
Man. a Sociable Creature, and who: was by 
this Faculty to benefit others of his own 
kind, as well as himſelf; *for we are not 
only hereby able to. impoſe certain Arbi- 
trary names to particular things 3 - but ha- 
viog' firſt framed Univerfal Idea's,: can like- 
wiſe give names 'to them, as'to -this gene- 
ral Idea applicable. to all particular Menin 
the World, we can giye the name of Man; 
and herein conſifts the main difference be- 
tween Men and 'Brutes, and 'not im Rati- 
ocination alone. Since /I fuppoſe even 
Brutes have right Idea's of thoſe- ObjeRs 
they bave received' by their 'Senſes; and 
can likewiſe toferr, or reaſon right about. 
them: As wherra Dog by often ſeeing his 
Maſter take down his ſtick before he goes 
abroad, does thence argue when- ever he 
does fo, that his going abroad” will follow, 
expreſſing his Joy by barking'and leaping : 
Fet we cannot find that Brufes have-any 
general or complex Idea's, muctrleſs names 
for them, having no more- but a/ few Ordi- 
nary ſigns, whereby to expreſs their pre- 
ſent Appetites and Paſſionsz but the main 
benefit of Speech ſeems to reſpe& others 
more than our ſelves, ſince we are hereby 
able to inſtru them in many Krts-and Sci- 
ences, neceſſary for their Happineſs and 

| Pre- 
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Preſervation, and alſo to adyiſe and ad- 
moniſh them in all Civil and Moral Duties 
and there is ſcarce any- one ſh-Brutiſh, who 
' 1s not ſenſible that in the exerciſe of this 
Faculty,  conliſts one of the greateſt plea- 
ſures of Humane Life, (v/z.) Converſation: 
and ſuppoſing Men in a ſtate of War, I 
do. not ſee how they could ever well get 
out of it again, were it not for Treaties 
and Articles of Peace; but muſt(like game 
Cocks and Bulls} fight it out, till one fide 
were either quite deſtroyed, or forced to 
run away, and quit that Territory or Coun- 
_ try where they Liv'd. | 
$. 23, Nor can we omit another great 
benefit we receive from Speech , (wiz.) 
thellnvention of Letters,by which we are not 
only able to Regiſter our preſent Thoughts 
. for our own remembrance 3 but can hke. 
Wiſe Profit and, Inſtrud;, not only the pre- 
(ent, but alſo all future Generationsz by 
Books or Writings, as we do now make 
uſe of the Knowledge and Experience. of 
thoſe who dyed, ſome Thouſands of ' Years 
before we were. born, But ſince Mr. H. 
and others, have made ſome Objettions 
againſt the benefit of Speech: and Letters, 
as. that” they tend oftentimes to promote 
falſe Opinions, and War amongſt Mankind. 
Granting it to be {o, it 18no more. an _— | 
0 
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Qion againſt 'the benefits we receive by 
them, 'than-it: were to ſay, that the Air, 
Water, or Food, (the only means of Life ) 
are hurtful to Mankind 3 fince by the ne- 
 ceſſary courſe of Nature, 'or elſe our own 


Intemperance, they often become the cauſes - 


of Plagues, Surfeits, and divers other dif- 
eaſes, whereby Mankind is deſtroyed. ' Yet 
ſince that Author hath made. the uſe of 
Speech, one great Reaſon why Men can- 


not live ſo peaceably as Brutes, and there- | 


fore fanſies they muſt 'be in a Natural ſtate 
of War : I ſhall therefore referr the Anſwer- 
ing it to the Second Part, fince my In- 
tention is not here to Argue, but In- 
| ftruQ, "- | 

$. 24; Men do alſo far exceed Brutes in 
their Rational or diſcourſive Faculty, as 


appears in the Knowledge of Numbers, or - 


ColleQing ' divers ſingle - things into one 
Total Summ, which we call Arithmetick ; 
ſo neceſſary for all Afﬀairs of a Civil Life, 
and the Duties of diſtributive Juftice. 
And though I grant it is an Art, and 
that. divers ' Barbarous Nations want that 
exat knowledge of it which we havez 
yet by reckoning upon their fingers they 
bave a ſufficient uſe of 1t, as much ag 1s ne- 
cellary for their purpoſe or bufinefs; and 


if they did but apply their Minds to it, I 
doubt 
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doubt not but that they would arrive to 
the ſame perfeQtion in Arithmetick as we 
do. But I look upon this Faculty as pe- 
culiar to'Mankind, fince we cannot- per- 
ceive Brutes to have any knowledge of it. 
Thus if from Bitches or Sows, you take 
away never ſo many of their Young ones; 
yet if you leave them but one or two, they 
do not miſs the reſt 3 which ſhews that they 
have no Idea's of Numbers, whatever they 
may have of Quantity. | 
| $. 26. To this Obſervation may likewiſe 
be: added as a Conſequence thereof, that 
Faculty ſo proper to Mankind, of meaſuring 
the quantities of Bodies, the diſtances. be- 
tween them, and the Proportions they bear 
to each: other, which Science we call Geo- 
metry or: Mathematicks 3 which . Arts were 
certainly invented by. Man, as a Creature 
intended for a Sociable Life ; fince on ſome 
of theſe depend moſt Trades, all Com- 
merce, Architequre, Navigation, and moſt 
of the Rules of diſtributive Juſtice, with 
other Arts needleſs here to be ſet down. 
$ that whoever will but ſeriouſly reflet 
upon the excellency of theſe Sciences, as 
well in the certainty of their Demoalira- 
tions, as 1n the vaſt and Stupendious effects 
they produce 3 cannot - but acknowledge 
that 
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. that ourRational Faculty, exceeds that of 
Brutes by-many degrees. | 
$. 27, But there yet remain behind two 
of the greateſt Prerozatives of Man's Soul, 
and in reſpe& of which alone he is made 
a fir Subje& of the Law of Nature, The 
firſt is freedom in Adions, or the power 
of doing or forbeattng any Actions which 
does not only confiſt m_ indifferent things 
as when a Man of two different Objets 
chuſes which of them he pleaſes 3 but il 
alſo able to chuſe a (greater Gvad, © before 
a lefs, and dots fikewiſe often preferr 
(though unjuſtly ) a Preſet leſs Good 
grateful to his Senfes, before a greater 
Good approved: of by his Reaſon; ye 
however it cannot be denyed, ' but that 
Man by the power of his Reaſon, is abl 
to move and excite his Paſſions of Love 
and Pity, when he ſees ObjeQs that re- 
quire his help and affiſtance: Nay, cat 
alſo by deliberation, -command and over 
rule thoſe domineering Paſftons of Luft, 
Anger, ' and Revenge, &c. When the) 
happen to prompt him to Attions that 
are contrary to his own true Good, and 
_ *fhat of the reſt of Mankind. And laſtly, 
Man being capable 'to comprehend all par 
ticular goods, and to add-thetn togethet 
into one Sum, viz, the Common and 
ner; 
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neral Good of Rationals, as the beſt and 
moſt noble End he can imploy himſelf a- 


| bout, is alſo able to divert his thoughts 


from his own private pleaſure and profit 
alonez and fix them upon the care of his 
Relations and Friends, or the more pub- 
lick Good of his Country. ' And though 
I grant it is difficult, exatly to explain 
after what manner we exert this Faculty, 


fince the Nature and Acings of the Ra- 


tional Soul, are very abſtruſe 3 yet I ap- 


peal to every Man's own Heart, whether 


he does not find in himſelf; not only a 
Liberty to do or forbear indifferent AQi- 


.ons,ſuch as going abroad or ſtaying at home 3 
but likewiſe ſuch as are certainly better by 


a Rational eſtimate, if he will but give 


himſelf time to conſider, and weigh the 
Nature and Conſequence of them, or elſe 


to what purpoſe is he ſorry ? Or why does 


\he repent the having done any fooliſh, 


wicked, or raſh Aion 2 Since if all Atti- 
ons were abſolutely neceſſary, it were as 


-idle and infignificant as if he ſhould be 


ſorry, that he were not made a Prince, 
rather than a private Perſon; or inſtead 
of a Prince that he was not an Angel. 
So that certainly, God would not then 
have endued' Man with theſe two Pro- 
perties peculiar to him, viz. That of Con- 

H 2 ſcience, 
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ſcience, or a Reflection. upon the Good 
or Evil of his own Aﬀtions, and that of 
Repentance or Sorrow, for having done 
amiſs, altogether in vain, fince both were 
needleſs, if all Adgions were a-like ne- 
ceſlitated. 

$. 28, But the laſt and higheſt Faculty, 
and whereby Man's Nature 1s chiefly di- 
ſtinguiſhed from that of Brutes, 1s, when 
by the force of his Reaſon, {afting by the 
method and means here deſcrib'd) he be- 
comes ſenſible of the exiſtence, Providence, 
and other Perfe&ions of the Deity 3 from 
whence we may inferr, that it is highly 
improbable, if not impoſhble, that this 
moſt Wiſe and Powerful Being, which we 
call God, ſhould have Ordained any Power 
or Faculty in Man's Soul to no purpoſe. 
If therefore He hath Endued Man alone 
of all his Creatures, with the Knowledge 
of his own Exiſtence and Attributes, as far 


as 1s neceflary for us Finite Creatures to 


conceive of them 3 fince I grant we are 
net able to comprehend Infinite Perfecti- 
ons, it is not likely, that God ſhould en- 
due Man alone with this ſo excellent a 
Knowledge, for ſo uſeleſs an End as bare 
Speculation 3 which alone is of no great 
Uſe or Benefit, either to himſelf, or the 
reſt of Mankind, whoſe Good and Hap- 
pineſs 
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pinels God chiefly intended in their Crea- 
tion: So that indeed we cannot apprehend 
any End more worthy his Divine Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, in Creating us capable of 
theſe Idea's, than what is Practical, that is, 
as it ſome way ſerves to dire&t our Attons, 
as free and voluntary Agents towards the 
obtaining our own Good and Happineſs, 
Conjoyn'd with that of other Rational 
Beings. Nor can any Actions render ug 
more Happy, than thoſe that teſtifie our 
high Veneration of God's Infinite Perfe- 
(tions, and a deep Senſe of his Goodneſs 
towards us,' and whereby we may be diſ- 
poſed to an entire Obedience to his Laws, 
whether Natural or ReveaPd, whenever 
they are made known to us; ſo that if it 
can be prov'd, that theſe DiQtates of right 
reaſon, called the Laws of Nature, derive 
their Authority from God as a Law-giver, 
and were intended by Him for the Hap- 
pinels and Preſervation of Mankind, and 
as Rules whereby he would have us dire& 
all our Actions to this great End; there 
can be no doubt but we lie under a ſuf- 
ficient Obligation to obſerve them 3 and to 
prove this, . will be the next and greateſt 
part of our task. 
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$ 29. But before I undertake this, 1t will 
not be amiſs to Treat a little, concerning 
thoſe Attributes of ' the Deity, as far as we 
can have any Idea's of them 3 ſince from the 
conſideration of the Nature of things, and 
alſo of our own Humane Nature, we can- 
not but be carryd on to conſider the Na- 
ture of God Himſelf; and if from the Cre- 
ation of the Univerſe, we cannot but con- 
ceive Him of Infinite Power; fo from His 
Acting and Ordaining all 'things, for the 
beſt and Worthieſt End, we may likewiſe 
affirm Him to be alfo Infinitely Wife and 
Good ; fo that His Infinite Power always 
, Afting for the beſt and wiſeſt Ends, is ſtil] 
ſo limitted by His Infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, that it cannot A& any thing de- 
ſtrucive ta the Common Good: of Ratio- 
nal Beings, of which Himſelf is the chief; 
and from hence proceeds the cettainty of 
the Law of Nature, as alſo our perpetual 
Obligation to if, For as I will nor aftirm 
that Gad could not have made the World, 
and the Things therein, after another man- 
ner than He hath done fo fince He hath 
* made it in the Order we now find it, this 
great Law of Nature, of endeavouring and 
procuring the Common Good of Rational 
Beings, 1s of the ſame Duration with yr 
of | 
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of the Univerſe it ſelf ; and fo conſequently 
of conſtant and perpetual Obligation in 
reſpe&t of Himſelf, and all thofe whom He 
hath Ordained to be His Subordinate means, 
or Inſtruments to procure it, eſpecially as 
Men, whom' He hath made Conſcious of 
our Duty, and able to Co-operate- with 
Him for this Great and Excellent End, 
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CHAP. II. 


Of the Law of Nature, and that 
it is reducible to one ſmgle Propoſition, 

- which is Truly and Properly a L aw, 
as containing all things neceſſary there- 
unto. | 


a = already in the Two former 


Chapters from the Great Book of 

Nature, (that is, as well that of 

things without us, as of our ſelves in par- 
ticular, and of Mankind in general) made 
ſeveral Obſervations for the proving of this 
Propoſition, That Man was Ordain'd by 
God for a Sociable Creature, whoſe Being, 
Preſervation and Happineſs, was to depend 
upon the Aſſiſtance and Good-will of God 
his Creator, as alſo thoſe of his own kind ; 
l come in the next place ta ſhew, That e- 
very one 1s oblig'd to a return of the like 
Benevolence to others; for we can by no 
- means be better aſlured -of the like Good- 
will from them, than by doing them the 
ſame good Offices, as often as it les in our 
| Power, 
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Power, which we defire they ſhould do for 
us, and that this conſtitutes the happieſt 
ſtate Men are capable of in this Life, viz. 
Peace and Concord, nor only among par- 
ticular Men, bur alſo between all Common- 
wealths and Nations, of which the whole 
body. of Mankind. confiſts, ſo that it evi- 
dently appears, that rhe true and Natural 
ſtate of Mankind, is, That of Peace, Love, 


' or mutual Benevolence, and which indeed 


would require no other Rewards, than what 
proceeds from it ſelf, (were Man a Creature 
always governed by right reaſon and his 
own true Good) Rewards'and Puniſhments 
being Ordained for Men, as toq often go- 
ver by their Paſhons and Senſual Appe- 
tites, and not according to the perfeftion 
of their Rational Nature. Yet finceit pleaſed 
God, to Create Man a mixt Creature, con- 
ſifting of a Body and a Soul, and being too 
often drawn afide by Paſtions, not dire&ted 


by right reaſon, and to ſtand in need of 


Paniſhments. as well as Rewards, to keep 
bim to his duty 3 thence ariſes a neceſſity of 
His dealing with Man as a Legiſlator, and 
of giving him certain natural Laws or Rules, 
whereby to govern his Actions, | with certain 
Penalties and Rewards annext to them;which 


Laws may be very well contracted into one 
'liogle Propoſition, or practical Concluſion 


drawn 
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drawn from the Nature.of God, our own 
Nature, and that of things without us, by 
the Obſervations already laid down, 3s. 
That God wills or commands, that all rea- 
ſonable Perſons ſhould endeavonr the Common 
Good of Rational Beings, as the great End 
for which they were Created, and in purſuance 
of which, conſists their own true Good or Hap- 
pineſs, as in its negle® or violation, their 
greateſt Miſery. | 
$.2.Having given you this ſummary deſfcri- 
ption of the Laws of Nature, as coming from 
its firſt Cauſe, God, I ſhall now explain the 
terms therein contain'd, to avoid all Ambi- 
guity and Exception. (1) By: Wills end 
Commands, I do not mean any Commands by 
Words, that being the method of God's Re- 
vealed, and not Natural Will, and fo 
is not the Subje& of this Diſcourſe; and 
therefore I do here only underſtand that 
Will or Command of God, which is to be 
learned from the Conſideration of his Di- 
vine Nature, our own, and that of all other 
things, conſiſting not in Words, but in Idea's; 
that is true Concluſions drawn from right 
Reaſon 3 but that words are not always EC 
ſential to a Law, or that it canndt be made 
known to the Subjets, without ſome ſet 
form of Speech, may appear by Perſons 
born Deaf and Dumb, whom we often find 
to 
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to have Notions of a God, and a Law of 
Nature, though they were not convey'd in 
their Minds by Words or Writing , for it is 
ſafficient if the Will of the Legiſlator may 
be diſcovered by -any other fit means or 
ſigns, eſpecially when (as in this Law we 
now treat of) there are ſuch certain Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, annexed to their 
Obſervation or Tranſgreſlion, as may make 
it theirTntereſt, rather to obſerve than tran(-_. 
greſs them 3 which is not only viſible in 
Men but Brutes. Since we' fee , that by 
certain Signs - imprinted m their Minds, 
by the means of fit Rewards and Cor- 
re&ionsz Elephants, Horfes, Dogs, ec. are 
made Suſceptible of Humane Commands, 
_ (and as far as their Natures permit) are 
governable by Laws of our Preſcribing 3 
For we can ſhew them by ſuch ſigns, 
what AQions are to be done or omitted by 
them; and certainly God hath not lefc us 
leſs plain demonſtrations'of his Will, im re- 
ference ro our Duty towards him, from that 
Knowledge he hath given us of his Ex- 
iſtence, as allo of our own Nature, as ſhall 
farther prove in this Diſcourſe. By Rational 
. Perſons, | mean, all thoſe, though of never 
ſo mean a Capacity, who are able to make 
ſuch eaſie and natural Obſervations and Con- 
clufions, asT- have already laid down': And 

there- 
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therefore Children, under the Years of Dil- 
cretion, Idiots and Mad-folks, 'are ſtill to be 
excepted from this Law, who not having the 
actual uſe of right reaſon, are not able to 
draw thoſe Obſervations and Conſequences 
from the Nature of things, as are already 
laid down, and which are neceſlary for the 
right underſtanding thereof, By Endeavour, 
I mean all ſuch voluntary Actions, which 
Perſons of ſound Minds can knowingly, and 
deliberately perform towards the good of 
others, without deſtroying or hurting their 
own true Happineſsz which endeavours, 
though (by many unforeſeen accidents in 
. the Courſe of Nature) they may be often 
| fruſtrated, and ſo fail of their intended de- 
fign : yet when we have done the utmoſt 
we are able, we have ſufficiently perform*d 
our Duty, ſince no Laws require the per- 
formance of more, than is in our Power to 
perform. By the Common Good of Rational 
Beings, | underſtand: the colledtive Happt- 
neſs of the Deity, -as:the head of them, and 
that of all the individual Perſons of Man- 
kind, exiſting together with us, as the con- 
ſtituent parts or members z and in which 
' each Man's particular Good and Happineſs 
is included ; ſince it is impoſſible to endea- 
vour the Happineſs of others, as voluntary 


Agents, unleſs each particular Perſon of you 
uty 
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duty it is ſo to do, have firſt a right to 
preſerve, and make himſelf happy, jointly 
with others in his Proportion, - to the whole 
Body of Mankind. By #rze Good or Happi- 
eſs, | mean, all thoſe Goods- whether of 
Body or Mind, by which Men may be ren- 
dred truly Happy, and contented in this 
Life, and in that to come 3 but in which, 
whenever the former ſtand in Competition 
with the latter 3 the Goods of the Soul are 
to be'preferred; that is, the good of our 
better or Eternal part, before that of our 
Body, which is leſs valuable and temporal. 
But I need add nothing here to prove, That 
God is the Head of all Rational Beings, and 
in what Sence we may be ſajd to procure 
or endeavour his Good and Happineſs, 
fince I have ſpoken ſo largely of that in the 
Preface to 'this Diſcourſe; and as for the 
difference between Natural and Moral good, 
I have faid ſo much concerning it in the 
Second Part, in the Confutation of Mr. H's 
"Sixth PrinGple, that by Nature nothing is 
Good or Evil; that it would be impertinent 
to repeat it here. I ſhall now prove, that this 
Propoſition, containing this Deſcription of 
the Law of Nature is true, that is, agreeable 
to the Will of God, as far as it 1s declared to 
us 3 by what we are able to know of His 


Divine Nature, or can collec from our own, 
and 
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and the Natures of all things without us, and 
that all the Moral Duties we owe, either to 


God,our ſelves, or others, are cantained in,or 


may be reduced to this one Propolition, Of , 
our endeavouring the Common Good of Ra- 


- tionals; inorder to which, I ſhall lay down 


theſe Propoſitions. - 

$. 3. £. That God in the firſt place Wills 
and Intends His own Glory and Service, and 
in the next, the Good and Preſervation 
of all Mankind, andof all particular Perſons 
therein contain'd, as far as conſiſts with that 
frail and Mortal ſtate wherein He hath Crea- 


ted them. This Propoſition hath already 


been made out in the Firſt Part of this Dif- 


 cowle:; wherein I haveproved, that the Pre- 


ſervation and continuance of all the Species 
of Creatures, (and conſequently of Mankind 
as one of them) does wholly depend upon 
God's Providence.And as forthe Individuals, 
or particular Perſons, ſince God's Know- 
ledge is Infinite, and extends-even to the 
leaſt thingsz and alſo that of theſe Particu- 


lars, each Species of Creatures.is made up, 


and confiits. It 1s likewiſe as evident, that 
God defigns their Good and Preſervation, 
as well as that of the whole kind; though [1 
grant He prefers the Good of the whole Spe- 
cies, before that of the Individuals. 

"2, It 1s the Will of God that all Men of 
ſound 
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ſound Minds, ſhould be made conſcious of 
this His intention of the Good and Preſerya- 
tion of Mankind, and that they ſhould ope- 
rate as His Subordinate means, orInſtruments 
towards this great End. Whichl1 ſhall prove 
thus: 1. It isevident that all Men of found 
Minds, have a notion of the Good and Hap- 
pineſs of others as well as of themſelves. 2dly.. 
| Thatthis Notion or Idea, when truly purſu- 
ed; will at laſt extendit ſelf to all Mankind; 
for it can never ſtop ſhort of it, as long as it 
may till proceed farther, and find new and 
fit Obje&s to work on; every Individual 
| Member of Mankind making a part of this 
Univerſal Idea. 

3. That this Notion of endeavouring the 
Common Good of Rational Beings, is not 
only poſſible to be performed, but: is alſo 
' highly Rational,andthe greateſt and nobleſt 
End we can imagine or propoſeto our ſelves, 
as comprehending the Good and Happineſs 
of the whole Syſtem of Rational Beings, and 
is alſo true, 2.e. agreeable with the Divine 
Intelle&: which I thus make out, theſe grounds 
being ſuppoſed. 

$. 4. Firſt, It is certain, that all the truths 
our Minds are endued with, or capable of, 
are from God, fince whatever perfection is 
found in the effe&, muſt needs have been 


firſt-more eminently in its Caule. Om_ 
1 
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if the Knowledge of Truth be a perfeQion, 
(as doubtleſs it is) it muſt be much more fo 
in God, the Original Cauſe thereof, fo that 
if this Idea of the Common Good of Ratio-. 
nal Beings, as.the higheſt Good we Men are 
capable of knowing, - it being a clear and 
perfe& (though complext) Idea, drawn from 
the Nature of Godand all other things; and 
being a Collection of the; Good and Happi- 
neſs of the Deity, and of all other Rational 
Agents ' it muſt be true, and conſequently 
from God. And the Divine Intelleq, doth as 
certainly agree with our Idea's concerning 
it, as it doth when we judge, that the Baſe of 


an Equilateral Triangle, is equal to either of 
' the Crura or Legs, Therefore this Idea of 


the Common Good is true, and that it is alſo 
certain, that all Truth is from, God, as like. 
wiſe that He hath made us truly, to undex- - 
ſtand, that-he Wills the Qood and Happineſs 
of Mankind ; 1t 1s likewiſe as certain, that he 


would have us a& as Rational Agents, con- 


ſcious of this His great deſign. _ _ 

$. 5. The Second Part of this Propoſition 
(viz.) That God would have us Operate as 
his Inſtruments to this End 3 will be likewiſe 
as clear when you conſider what I have al- 


. ready ſaid, That God who hath made no- 


thing in vain, would not have endued us with 


an Idea ofthis Common Good,as the grenteſe 
i 1 
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End we can propoſe our ſelves, for mere 
tion, but rather for ſome practical 
End, in order to our own Good and Hap- 
with that- of othersz eſpecially fince 

God hath placed it ſo much in our Power to 
ny ote x [procure this Common Good, 
as far as we endeavour the Good and 
Happind*. of patticular Perſons, we do ſo 
_— contribute our ſhare to that of Mankind, 


confidered as one ate Body. Thus 
whatſoever does to. anyone Member, 
Jowld fir benels the whoke Body 3 and' the 


Good: and Happineſs of an aggregate 
. of divers diſtin& <a ian 


A obtds Boggs So then, if 
God intends: the End; (vi) - the Common 
Good of Mankind, (as I have already pro- 
ved) he deſigns likewiſe the . means to'/pro- | 
duce it':: Nor can'there be: any better means, 
or fitter Inſtruments for: this End, than the 
wi Endeavours of all Men, by 
all the AQ of Benevolence and. Kindneſs 
towards each othes 5 fince it is certain (as 
I ſaid: )thar Men can contribute mote 
tothe Hurt, or Betiefit, of each other, _ 
all «gps of the: Creatures put together, 
Therefore: as. God hath defigned:the Etid, 
and ordained ſufficient theans to- Ie, 
(vit.) Mens kind and benevolent Ations 4 - 
co i 20 yr 
| eng 
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Men.as the neceſlary-means for this End. Tho': 

L grant he hath ordained" us to operate, not 

\ only as mechanick Cauſes, but rather as free | 

and voluntary Agents: to produce it that”. 
is, as true _—_ _s _ _ * —_— 
WF ,_».  * Thus by the ſame | 
rind bub that we ps at the M943 | 
the Law of Nature, ledge of God t | -Sapreme 
P88; 24 Being, we are: hkewiſe 
brought to an acknowledgment of this his 
great Defign,of the Common Good of Ratio” 
nal Beings. Andif from all the wonderfulOb- 
ſervations, and curious Contrivances (obſer- 
ved in this laſt Chapter) drawn from the Na- 
ture of Things, and Mankind, we cannot 
but conclude, That they. were ſo diſpoſed 
by a moſt Wiſe, Intelligent Being, towards 
' this great End : And the very ſame appea- 
-  rancesthat diſcover theſe Things, muſt like- 
 wiſedeclare his Intention of making uſe- of 

us men, as neceſfiary means thereunto. - 

- $. 7.: The. laſt - Propoſition for the pro- 
ving this Deſcription of the: Law-of Nature 
to betrue,is this: That GOD: having made 
this:Diſcovery of his Will unto-ug, we there- 
upon heunder /a ſufficient Obligarion, to'ob-- 
ferve tlits great-Law of endeavouring this 
.Cammon- Good: To. prove! which, I firſt 

1yppoſe that Obligation to/an' Aftion enjoy- - 

acd by the natural Law, is the neceſſary and 

| con- 


®. 
- 
.* 


/ 
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conſtant effe&- thereof, upon every'Perſon 
ſubje& to it 5 and that this immediately re-. 
ſults from 'its own Nature, this Law. being 
always: juſt-and right as the Will of G OD, 
the'Legiſlator is, from whence it proceeds: So 
that Iunderftand-Obligation to Active Obe- 
dience''ta'be the immediate effect..of this 
Law, yetthat it primarily flows from: that 
Will of GOD, whicly ordained this Law, 
znd made'Man a Creature ſabje&'to' its 'as 
Heat in usis'the immediate. Effe& or Attion 
of Fire-upon-:us ,, but' originally both the 
Fire and Heat'is fromthe'fGirft Cauſe. Now 


_ there/is"na':legal Liberty: left us in the-caſe 


of natural '/Laws;' to chuſe whether we will 
be; obliged: tro-the Actions therein comman- 
ded,” or rather 'will ſubmit to the Puniſh- 


ment attending the Violation thereof; and 


although our natural-Liberty of Will be not 
deſtroyed thereby, yet we have:no"Right 


left us to determine '-our: ſelves otherwiſe 
-than'\natural.Law:dire&s,; becauſe all-Moral 


Truth; or ReRitude,>iscomprehended with- 
ih that! Law. ' But in Humane Laws, becaute 


they may -enjoyn ſomething/-amiſs, there a 


[Right/is often} left! to us to chuſe .rather to 
bear the Penalty, than-to! obey them, (be- 


_ *eauſewe are obliged rather'to obey .G OD 


'than Man) in caſe they:command_ any At- 
| 27 It OP '%2 on 
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on contrary to the Divine Law , whether 
Natural or Revealed. | I IM 

$. 3. For the further clearing of this, I 

ſhall premiſe ſomewhat to explain this-Word 
Obhigation, which the Civilians thus define: 
Obligatio eft vinculum Juris , quo quis aſtrin- 
gitur debitum perſolvere. That is, an Obli- 
gation is that Bond of Law, whereby every 
one is obliged to pay his Debt,” or Due: 
Which Definition doth well include all ſorts 
of Obligations, if by the Word J«, or 
Law, we underſtand that Law whoſe Obli- 
gation we propoſe ito define. $80 that by 
vinculun Juris inthis Definition, we under- 
ſtand that Bond, or Tye, of the:Law of Na- 


ture, by whichevery one is, obliged: to pay 
this natural Debt, 2. e. to perform that Du- 
ty which he owes to GOD. his Creator, 
by reafon of his own Rational Nature, or 
elſe to undergo thoſe Puniſhments which are 
ordained for his: Diſobedience. or Negle&. 
So that there is a twofold Tye, or: Qbhgati- 
on, in all- Laws 3 the one aftivein theDebt, 
or:Duty; the otheripaſſive, in a.patient ſub- 
* -miſhon to the Puniſbment, in;caſe-of any 
wifal negle&,, or omiflion thereof: 'Ofboth 
which, we ſball ſpeak-in their order. ' | 
* $.9. But-you are fr{ito take notice, That 
none can oblige us-to do,, or forbear any 
AQtion, but ſuch who have a right to _ 
"man 
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mand, us: 90 that this Obligation proceeds 
 fromthat juſt Right of Dominion, which a 
ſuperiour Power hath over us and our Adti- 
ons3- and asfar as we are ſubject to others, 
we are ſo farjunder an Obligation to their 
lawful Commands, which obliges us to a diſ. 
charge'of that. Debt, or Duty, we owe them; 
that is, when we are obliged to do, or for- 
bear any A&Gion from the Will,or Command 
of a Supreme Power, or. Legiſlator ,- to 
whom, whenſufficienly, made knownto us, 
we are: bound to yield: Obedience to the 
utmoſt-of our 'Power ;\ And herein. conſiſts 
the Obligation, or Duty,(#s..) in the Con- 
- formity; of our Adtians to.a Rule, ſuch as is 
declared by the Will /of,the Legiſlator. So 
that allogrObligation,to the Laws of Nature, 
is at laſh refolved into that abſolute Domini- 
on; which GOD, as he is: the Great Crea- 
tor: and Preſerver -of Mankind, hath over 

us; For. 1 cannot underſtand a Right (elpe- 
cially of Dominion). to be/1nveſted or ſeated 
| in any Supreme Power, but by virtue of 
ſomnrbing which may be called (at leaſt ana- 
logically) a Law. 2. That every Dictate 
of the Divine Wiſdom, concerning Matter 
fit tobe eſtabliſhed by a Law, is ſuch a Law : 
And ſo C:cero.(the beſt Maſter of Language) 
ſpeaks, towards the-end of his Firſt Book 
de Legibus, 3. That the Eternal Wiſdom of 
_-_ GOD, 
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GOD, contains eminently, or aralopically;” 
in it, all that' we can” know- tobe Natural ' 
Law. 4. But to Know - that it®1s Natural! 
Law, or the Ditate of true Reaſ6h, ' concet- 
ning rhe fitteſt " nicahs'to'the! beſt Bnd,; or" 
greateſt Good, it is neceſſary to thispurpoſe; 
That'the Supreme Government of all Things 
Cand eſpecially of Ratjonal Cteatures) ſhould: - 
be in him,  who'ts* +noſtable'dhd willing to 
purſue arid attain that hong End; that 15, 
It muſt beſetle&m*GOD.: 5:56 elit by this 
Di&ate of Fern Willem, or "of petforming 
all Things for'the beſt Etid; the'/Soveraign- 
ty becptes his Sights Abd our” 'Kriowledge 
that this DiCtat ternal} Wiſdom is in 
hitn, '2fures us, That thy Ripht 19 ramuta- 
bly xd and veſted* Fotos 7 1:<6/"Ahobgh 
| 's "Rp a parin + -o/<rtrtpi 
Natrire; 4s th n<o6f Nats; 

firſt aw r(pes pr Fe ad 'xhi6 ihe 
ning. che \ Jeans; Eories 1 1n the feeond place: 
Yerih oaÞ Thoughts concerning G-O-D; we 
know'that infitiite Wiſdom commfirchends all 
theſe DiQates togethers and: thereforethat 
the Dictate, or Law, ferling® Univerſal Do: 
minion jn. GOD, is co-eterttal with/hims 


and fo is as early10 his Nature //as the firſt 


Natural Law ; the Obligation' of which; we 
are eftabliſhin ba: in 'this Chapter.” And' here 
ariſes the di 


erence between a Moral Obli- 
gation 
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gation ( which is that we now treat of) and 
a Civil one, or that by which we are obliged 
to Laws in Civil Governments, the former 
being in reſpe&t to GO Ds immediate Will, 
as the Supreme Legiſlator ; whereas all the 
Duty.we owe to our Civil Magiſtrates, Pa- 
rents,” and. Maſters, &c. is -only in ſubordi- 
_ nationto GG D's Will ſo declared unto us, 

and who hath ordained this Obedience for 
his own Worſhip and Glory, and in order 
to the Common Good of all- Humane  So- 
cieties and: Commonwealths, that is, of Man- 
kind in. general, | 

$. 10. Yet I think notwithſtanding all w 

have ſaid of the Force and Nature of this O- 
bligation, it may well enoagh conſiſt with 
the natural Freedom of Man's Will, fince all 
theſe Conſiderations do (till but excite, not 
neceſſitate Him to a&t one way or other: For 
It is ſtill left'in his Power either to chule that 
which 1s abſolutely the belt 1n- obeying this 
Will. of God, or elfe to preferr a l<fs pre- 
' ſent Good before it, in the ſatisfation of his 
Appetites, -or Paſſions: And hercin likewiſe 
confiſts the difference between an Animal 
Good, or Evil, and a Moral one ; the for- 
mer being thoſematural Means conducing to 
each Man's prefervaticn, or deſtruction, con- 
-fidered as a mere) Animal, without any re- 


{pet to God as their Author, or the Com- 
E24 mon 
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mon Good of Rationals as their Rule. The 
latter, that is of all Humane Moral AQions, 
or Habits, conſidered as aug , or dif- 
agreeable unto the Laws of Nature, ordai- 
ned by God as a Legiſlator,and made known 
to Man, in order to the Common Good of 
Rational Beings: fo that they are. thus mo» 
rally Good, or Evyl, only in reſpeQof their 
Conformity, or Diſagreement with the Will 
of God; and as ther Obſervance, or Ne- 
glect, brings either Gaod, or Evil (that is, 
Happineſs, or Miſery) upon/ us in this Life, 
. Or In that tocome. From whence you may 
obſerye the neceſlity of putting God, in all 
our deſcriptions, or definitions of the Law 
of Nature, asthe Author thereof; For were 
it not for his exiſtence, in whoſe divine In- - 
telle& the Idea*s of, Moral Good, and Evil, 
are eternally eſtabliſhed; and ifito whoſe will 
ſo ordaining them, they are ultimately to be 
reſolved. Mr, A.s(or rather Epicurws's A(- 
ſertion) would certainly be true, That there 
1s nothing morally Good, or Evil, in itsown 
Nature. And it may here be alſo obſerved, 
That the great omiſhion of-divers Writers on 
this Subject, in not placing God as theCaule, 
. or Author of the Law of Nature, in their de- 
finitions, hath been perhaps the main, if not 
only Reaſon of that falſe Aſſertion , That 
00 20wy "of Name a9: mat putgerly' 6, 
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'till they arecſtabliſhed by the Authority of 
the rw Civil Power; fo on hochey bf 
fide, it it be made evident, That God Wills, 
or Commands, 'all Men ſhould endeavour 
the Common Good of Rationals, as the 


| Fs ole? hey are capable of; it muſt neceſ- _ 
by follow, That we lie under a ſufficient 
Obli ation , by all the Tyes of Duty and 
ude; to concurr with God's Will and 
Deſign, in parſuing and endeavouring this 
great End. 

$. 11, But ſince God hath thought fit to 
make Man a Creature conlifting of two dif- 
ferent and diſtiri& Parts, or Principles, a 
Soul and'a Body, both capable of Good and 
Evil, 4.e, of: Rewards and Puniſhments; I 
come now to the other part of this Duty, or 
Obligation, by which we are bound, by all 
the Rational Motives, or Rewards, that 
Man's Nature 1s capable of, to obſerve this 
.oreat Law; and deterred by all the contra- 
ry Evils, or Puniſhments, from neglein 
or tranſpreſſing it: In order to which, 
ſhall lay down theſe plain - Aziams, drawn 
from the Nature of Moral Good and Evil, 
which you may find in the Learned Biſhop 
Witkir's excellent Diſcourſe of Natural Rel. 
gion. 

Axiom 1. That which is morally good, 
E i.e.) agreeable to the Wul of God, is to 

be 
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be defired and. profecuted'z and that which 
is evil, .z, e. contrary to his Will ,- is to-be a- 
voided. | ch mb e; 

Ax. 2. iThe greater congruity there is in 
any thing to. the Reaſon of, Mankind, and 
the greater tendency,it hath-to promote or 
hinder the Perfe&ion of Man's: Nature, /in 
the endeayour of the Common Good 3 ſo 
much greater degrees it hath,of moral Good, 
or Evil; andaccording to which, we ought 
to proportion our Inclinations, or Averſions 
thereaunto. Sep! A | 
Ax. 3. Sothat-it is ſuitable; both to the 
- Reaſon and Intereſt of Mankind, that all 
Perſons ſhould ſubmit themſelves to God's 
Will, upon whom they depend for their 
Happineſs and Well-being, by doing ſuch 
Things as may render them. acceptable to 
Him, and avoiding thoſe contrary Actions 
which may provoke his Diſpleaſure, that is, 
in ſhort, in proſecuting the Common Goed 
of Rational Beings. $ 

Ax. 4. Hence the Rational Nature, and 
the Perfeftions belonging to it, being more: 
Noble than the Senfitive, a moral Good is 
to be preferred before an animal Pleaſure; 
and that which is morally evil, is more to be 
avoided,than that which 1s merely animal. 

Ax. 5. A preſent animal Good may be par- 
ted with, upon a probable ExpeCtation of a 
greater future moral Good. Ax. 


%. 
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lAx<6. A;preſent; Evil is. to. be endured, 
for the/probable avoiding ofa greater,though 
fature Evil. + 4 
{-But ſince all the Rewards which God can 
beftow-upon vs, for. our obſerving this fun- 
damental Law, of endeavouring the Com- 
mgn, Good of Rationals, does only amount 
to: the trucſt,, and higheſt Happineſs that 
Marys Nature is capable of; it is fit that we 
ſafficiently.. ſtate that Happineſs, and where- 
1:1 danfiſts:;For the clearing of which, I 
ſhallJay.down theſe two plain;Propoſitions. 
1:$42» Prop;;1. That which gives, or con- 
ſtizutesthe.Bijence of any thing, . and diſtin- 
guilketh4e fremall,other things, is called the 


- « 


elicniial form of that thing, 


* 3% 


] | 
Tn ag 2:;-;That-State, or Condition , by 
Which: the Nature. of any thing is advan- 
c&#] $0: the utmoſt - perteftion which it is - 
eipdble of, according to its kind, is called 
the.Chief End, Good, or Happineſs of ſuch 
a Being : Thus, for 'Example, (to give you 
a:Scale; drawn from the Nature of thoſe Be- 
ings we: know. tobe endued with Life or 
Motion)-.1. The Nature of Plants conſiſts in 
havinga vegetative Life, by, which they re- 
ceive Nouriſhment and Growth, and are 
enabled zo multiply their kind. The utmoſt 
Perfection which this kind of Being is ca- 
pable of, is to:grow up to a ſtate of Matu- 

rity, 
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rity , to contirine unto 'its- natural Period, 
and to propagate its kind,” 2. The Nature 
of Brutes (befides what is common to them 
with Plants, conliſts intheir being endued / 
with Facultics, whereby" they are capable' 
of apprehending external Objeth, and of re- 
ceiving Pain or Pleaſure from them, in oxder 
to their own Preſervation ;*and — 
gation of their Species, © Fe ut 

tetion of theſe, ' confifts in mere” ſen-' 
fitive Pleaſures; z. e. of doing and en- 
joying ſuch Things as are grateful to their | 
Appetites and Senſes. ” But 'the Nature, of 
Man, (beſides what is'commion to him with 
Plants and Brutes, both inthe —_— 
and ſenſitive Life) confifts int the ty of 
Right Reaſon, whereby "he is mat coat 
of underſtanding the Law of Nature, 

its Rewards and Puniſhments, either in this 
Life,6r that to come, to inducehim totheir 
Obſervation , and deterr him from the tranſ- 
oreſſion of thei * Which Sentiments,/' as'no 
Creature in this viſible World, except Man, 
does partake ofz ſo his Chief Good ,'or 
Happineſs, conlilts 1n the rmprovement and 
perfection of this Faculty 3 that is, in fach 
Ations as are moſt agreeable to Right Rea- 
ſon, and as may beſt entitle him to the 
Divine Favour, and afford him the greateſt 


| Aſſurance of a laſting Happineſs , both in 
this 


_ O—_ 
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this Life, and after it is ended, So! that 


all the AQons of Man, confidered as vo. 


luntary and ſubjeQ.to the Law of Nature, 
and thereby capable of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, are called Moral, as being dire&ed 
. by God the Supreme Legiſlator, tothe prea- 
teſt and moſt excellent End, vis, the Com- 
mon Good of Rational Beings. 
$. 13. Having laid down theſe Principles 
of moral Good and Evil, in order to the ſee- 
ling and clearing the Nature of this Obliga- 
tion, and wherein it confiſts; I ſhall, in the. 
next place, particularly declare the Sanftion - 
of this Law, (vis.) thoſe Rewards which 
God hath ordained for the Obſervation of 
this Law of Nature, of endeavouring the 
Common Good, and thoſe Puniſhments he 
bath appointed 'for its Breach., or TranCſ- 
| ronen. But I have already laid down, 
That all Obligation.-upon the Soul of Man, * 
ariſes properly from the Commands of fome 
rightful -Superiour Power ; that is, ſuch a 
one who hath not only force ſufficient to in- 
fli& what Evils he pleaſes upon the Diſobe- 
dients but , who hath alſo given us juſt 
Grounds, or Reaſons, wherefore he requires 
usto determine the natural Liberties of our 
_ Wills,according to hisPleaſurez both which, 
whenever they meet in any SupremePower ; 
and that he hath once fignified his Will to us, 
ought 
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ought to produce in our Minds not only fear 
to offend, butalſo a love of, and obedience to 
his Commands. The former,from the Confi- 
deration of his irrefiſtible Power :*The lat- 
ter, fromtheir own intrinſeck Goodneſs, -as 
alſo from all thoſe Motives whichi'ought to 
perſuade' us to perform his Will: 'For-as 
one who hath no other Reaſon than down 
right force, why he will have 'me perfarm 
and ſubmit to his Commands, \whether T-will 
or no, may indeed fo far terrifie me, thatto 
avoid a greater Evil, I may think it beſt to 
obey him; yet that fear once removed,there 
will then remain nothing that can hinder me 
from acting according to my'own,'rather 
than his Will, or Humour :/ So ow theother 
fide, he who can give me'never'ſo''good 
Reaſons why I ought to obey! him'3 "yer "if 
deſtitute of Power, to inflit any Paniſh- 
ment upon me for my Diſobedience,' ſuch 
| his Commands may, without any outward 
inconvenience, be negle&ed by me, if '1 
think fit, unleſs he is endued with ſufficient 
Power to vindicate the Negle@, 'or Con- 
tempt , of his Authority. '/ Therefore''the 
ſtricteſt Santion which any Soveraign Pow- 
er can give unto its Laws, 4s, when it's net 
only able, but hath alſo ſifficzently declared, 
That it will conferr a ſufficient ſhare of good 
Things, or Rewards, for-ſo'doing 5 = 4 
Ek vils, 
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Evils, or Puniſhments, upon any breach, or 
negle& of its Commands: ' So though I grant 
the whole force of this Obligation 1s proper- 
ly reſolved into the Will of the Legiſlator, 
or thoſe to whom the Cuſtody of theſe 
j, Laws are committed 3 all which, are inclu- 
ded in this'Law of Nature, fince we find 
God commanding it, to whom we ought to 
yield abſolute' Obedience; though not in 
Right of his irreſiſtible Power alone, bur ra- 
ther as he hath, - by his Eternal Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, in his Creation and Preſervation 
- of us, an' abſolute Dominion over, and an 
undoubted Ripht to ' Command us; and 
conſequently we are obliged to yield Obe- 
dience to his Laws, as they are not only - 
highly- reaſonable, (being ordained for the 
Common Good of Rationals) but are alſo 
eſtabliſhed by ſufficient Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments. But firice the former ſeem more 
plainly declared to Mankind, and are like- 
wife more agreeable to our Rational Na- 
' ture, which ſhonld rather delight to be al- 
lured by Rewards, than terrified by Puniſh- 
ments; [ ſhall firſt begin with the natural 
Rewards annexed to the Obſervation of this 
great Law of Nature, of endeavouring the 
Common Good: Which may be divided in- 
to Internal, or External; that is, either in 
relation to the Soul alone, or to the Body 
and the Soul joyntly conſidered. $.14 
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of Nature, Is, That inward 
Sol my enjoy , When reflefting upon 


wa. | means of the it 
jth vn ca T finds they are © Body 


to the Rules of Right Reaſon, eaſon, that is conſo- 
nant to the nature of I and conſe- 
quently tothoſe true Meas in the 
Divine Intelle&z from whence ariſes that un- 
expreſſible ma a—_—_ Peace of Rein Ther 
ence, proceeding from 
it hath acted pda to pan Will, and 
may thereby expeCt; his Favour , as a Io 
ward for its tencez and this, alone, 
were a ſufficient Dulgngon if there wow 
- no other, forany Rational Man to 
this Law of Nature, as the declared Willf 
God, fince his true Happineſs orthe hi 
Good he his capable of, confiſts in his 
of God's Favour 3 who hath thought fit to. 
propoſe to us the Common Good of Ratio- 
nals, as the nobleſt Object, and higheſt End, 
we can be ordained for, as: being the 'ſum! 
of all his natural Laws 5 and that we do not 
herein only act as ſenlefs ſubordinate Inſtrus 
ments, to this End, but hath alſo allowed us 
to be herein voluntary [mitators of his Divine 
Bencfictnce. 


$.15s 
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 $. 15. To which I (hall alſo add that in- 
ward Pleaſure and Satisfation, which all 
Rational - and ' Googd-natured Perſons muſt 
neceſlarily take in the due-exerciſe of thoſe 
ſweeter Paſſions of Love, Joy, and De. 
' fire, e*c. exprefled inthe wiſhing and endea- 
vouring the like good Things, to all good 
and innocent'Perſons; as for themſelves ; and 
alſo -1n the \ performing all -kind and chari- 
table Actions towards them, as far as lies in 
their Power, whenever their preſent Occa- 
fions,: or Neceſlities require it; which Satis- 
faction will ſtill be. greater, the. larger and 
more diffuſed this Charity, or Benevolence, 
1s, and the more Objects it finds to. exert-it 
ſelf upon 3. whereas the Pleaſure which any 
ſelfiſh, ill-natured Man can take, in doing 
good, and pleaſing himſelt alone, muſt needs | 
be very ſcanty and narrow, as being confined 
within ſo: ſmall a compaſs as one Perſon. 
Thus if we examine all the Faculties of our 
Souls,;.we ſhall find them much larger, and 
more ample than can. only. be well exerted 
towards our ſelves'; and our Minds are often 
carried on, whether they. will or no, to the | 
conſideration of thoſe Things that may prove 
-more beneficial. to the reſt of Mankind, than 
to our ſelves alone:. And to this, moſt Arts 
and Sciences found out by Men's Induſtry 
and Invention, and made known for the 
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mon Good. of Mankind , chiefly owe their 
Original. So that if natural Inſtinct teaches 
us to endeavour our own Preſervation ; 
our Reaſons will likewiſe inform us, That 
we ought to exert all the Faculties of our 
Souls towards the proſecution of this great 
End, The Common Good of Rational; ; ſince 
whilſt we promote that, we do at the ſame 
time obtain our own. particular Good and 
Happineſs befides, 
6. 16. In thenext place, as for the exter- 
nal Rewards that reſpe& both our Bodies 
and Souls together, and which God hath 
ordained for the Obſervation of this Law, 
they proceed either from Man , or from 
God : Of the former ſort are all thoſe To- 
kens of Benevolence, either by Words, or 
Actions, from thoſe Perſons whom we have 
never injured, and who are ſenſible of our 
Concurrence with them towards this great 
End, and alſo of Gratitude from thoſe whom 
we have any way obliged by acts of kindneſs, 
and Charity ; the very Hope and ExpeQa- 
tion of which, though perhaps it may not 
be a Good which we ſhall always a&ually 
enjoy z yet ſince it is ſuch a return as wedo 
moſt' commonly meet: with, and may reaſo- 
nably expe& from the Nature of Man, may 
very well be reckoned amongſt the natural 
Rewards of- vertuous Adions, fince the 
Hope, | 
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Hope, or Expeftation, of a probable: future 
Good,is an uſual and juſt Motiveto perſuade 
men to do kind and beneficial Actions to- 
wards others: Under which is alſo compri- 
ſed all that due Praiſe and Commendation, 
which all good and vertuous Perſons beſtow 
upon kind , charitable, and generous Adti- 
ons, which 1s the trueſt Honour, and moſt 
ſolid Glory that a man can attain to, in 
this Life 3 and which, though it ought not 
to be the principal End and Motive of any 
Man's doing ſuch Aftions,* yet fince it com- 
monly follows them , it ſeems to be ordai- 
ned by God, as a natural Reward for our 
performance of ſuch Things, or Actions, as 
are molt agreeable to his Will. 
$.17.Thelaſt external Reward we may pro- 
poſe to our ſelves, far our endeavouring this 
Common Good of Mankind, is all that Peace 
and Tranquility, with other Temporal en- 
| » Which we may hope to enjoy from 
the Protedion and Encouragement of the 
Common-weal, whilſt we faithfully purſue 
the great End thereof, the Common Good. 
All Civil Governments, being the Compacts 
or Agreements, .of a colle&ive Body of Men, 
for the procuring the Goad and Happineſs 
of the whole Community, againſt all ſuch 
- wicked and unreaſonable Perſons, as ſhall 


g0 about to diſturb it. 
|  Þ v 6.15 
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$. 18, Laſtly in reſpe& of God, conſidered 
as the immediate Author, and beſtower of 
theſe Rewards, They are theſe, Health, or 
Soundneſs of Soul and Body; the former, 
' from that Temperance, Moderation, and 
Sedateneſs of its Paſſions, which it thereby 
- enjoys3 the latter from that Security, procee- 
ding from Concord, maintain'd with,and Be- 
nevolence exerciſed towards thereſt of Man- 
kind, which is alſo commonly attended with 
-a Competency of all the neceflaries of Life, 
which are uſually beſtowed by God on thoſe | 
that are Frugal, Temperate, Peaceable, and 
_ Charitable; all which bleſſings may be ra- 
tionally hoped for by' us, as the Natural 
Rewards ordained by God, for thoſe that 
do their utmoſt to obſerve” this great: Law 
of the Common Good. But fince we muſt 
confeſs, that many of theſe Rewards ſome- 
times, either altogether fail,” or fall ſhort of 
this Life, and that divers Evils or Afflictions. 
do often happen to thoſe that are truly good, 
pious and vertuous 3' and allo that all thoſe 
outward zood things, that conſtitute this ex- 
ternal Felicity, do often attend thoſe that are 
_ Wicked, Unjuſt,and Violent 3 we may thence 
with the higheſt Reaſon conclude, that God 
will recompence thole Loſſes and AﬀicQti- 
ons, with a far larger.ſhare of Happinelsto 
bs enjoyed by the Good and Vertuous, in 
a 
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a Life after thisz ſince otherwiſe the Wiſ: 
dom and Providence of God, . would prove 
Inſufficient for the Ends . it deſigned. For 
if (as I have already laid down) God really 
intends: Man's Happineſs, and that, this Hap- 
pineſs is the great End which Man's Nature 
fo earneſtly deſires: If then. He is not happy 
here, (no Man that ever. lived having been 
perfe&tly fa.) God would be fruſtrated of 
this great defign, and would alſo have given 
us this defireot Happineſs altogether in vain, 
unleſs he ſatisfie it ina Life after this ended; 
And moreover, . theſe Laws of Nature would 
ſignifie but little, (as I have already prov'd) 
without a. due Adminiſtration. of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, which fince they fo often 
fail in this-Life, - ought to be made up in 
that to come. And from hence it was, that 
moſt of the wiſelt Heathen Philoſophers did 
without any Divine Revelation, conclude 
anecellity /of a future State, ion which Men 
were to enjoy. that Happinels or endure that 
Miſery, which they had cither milsd of, or 
deſerved in this Life 3 otherwiſe the Provi-- 
dence of God would not only have appear- 
ed very. lame and imperfect, but His Laws 
would often. times loſe the main part of their 
Sangion, if not Obligation too, viz, the 
Rewards appointed for their Obſervation, 
and the Punilhments due to their Trapſgrel- 
K 3 ſion, 
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fon, which being not always diſtributed in 
this Lifez it is highly reaſonable, nay necef- 
* fary they ſhould be Conferred or Infflicted 
in another, or elſe God would not be (what 
without donbt He is) a Juſt and true Le- 
giſlator. | 

' &. 19. But fince it muſt be confeſſed, that 
the Nature of the greateſt part of Mankind, 
is ſo mean and fervile, as rather to be ter- 
rifted by Puniſhments, than allur'd by Re- 
wards, or governed by the Diates of righe 
Reaſon, from purſuing theje own unreaſo- 
nable Appetites and Paſſjons, fo deſtructive 
to their own real good and Happineſs, as 
alſo to that Common Good of Rational Be- 
ings. I cometo the pther- part of the San- 
@ion of this Law of Nature, viz, thoſe Na- 
fural Puniſhments, which God hath Or- 
dained for thoſe that wilfully negle& or vio- 
late it ; which I ſhall likewiſe divide (as I 
did the Rewards) either into Internal, as 
proceeding from the Nature of the evil AQi- 
ons themſelves; or elſe External, from the 
Nature of God and other Men, and which 
. would moſt of them be the ſame, were 
there no Civil Laws or Government in the 
World. Firſt then, He that only negled&s_ 
the endeavour of this great Law of Nature, 
though perhaps he does not abſolutely vio- 
kate 1tz deprives himſelf of all thoſe good 
+ 2506 lh” _ 
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things, which Conſtitute the true Happineſs 
of a Rational Man, and which (as I have 
already proved) are Ordained by God as 
Natural-Rewards- for thoſe that obſerve this 
Law, and as much as they miſs of , or loic 
this Happineſs, they do fo far puniſh themn- 
ſelves; fince the very abſence, or miſling 
' of a good thing, through our own folly or 
willful negle&;s really an Evil,and when con- 
fidered: as fo: pre-ordain'd by God, is like- 


_ wiſe a Puniſhment. 


$. 20. And 2dly. The willful Tranſgreſlor 
of this Law, whilſt he thereby contra.li&s 
his own Reaſon, (which if he conſiders 
rightly, will tell him he ought to Act other- 
wiſe) not only debauches his own under- 
fanding, but deprives himſelf of the Na- 
tural Liberty of his Will; fiace one error 
in'praQice once admitted -as true and rea- 
ſonable, introduces innumerable other, not 
only Errors, but Vices, and fo at laſt deii- 
vers- the Man wholly up to the Governmeat 
of his-unruly Appetites and: Pathons, which 
k abſolutely contrary to the Rational Na- 
ture of Man, \ince he then purpoſes to him- 
ſelf certain Principles and \Rules of Life, 
aid Converſation, contrary. to the Dictates 
of right Reaſonz which being a ſort of tolly 
or madneſs, muſt needs be a great evi}, and 
inconſiſtent with true Felicity, though pers 
K 4 haps 
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haps the Perſon that aRs thus madly is not 
ſenſible of it. - Ng 4: | 
$. 21. 3dly, Such actions when ever they 
come to be duely refle&ted on, and confi- 
dered by the Doer, muſt needs through 
their own turpitude and unreafonableneſs, 
often make him highly diſpleaſed, and angry ' 
with himſelf, whereby. he loſes the. greateſt 
Happineſs of Life, (viz.) That Selt-ſatisfa- 
cion which Springs from the refleftion of 
the Mind, upon its own Adcions. when : a- 
greeable to the Rules of Reaſon, as the 
Satyriſt handſomly expreſſes 1it——E xemplo 
quodcunque malum committitur, . ipſs Duplicet 
Authors, Juven, Saty. Ldfigr, nin get 
. $.22, 4thly, Neither do theſe; moral E- 
vils (when once any of them enter and take 
pollefſion of the Soul ) come ſingle, and 
without a Train of Followers . of the ſame 
Nature 3 ſince being, as it were, linked to- 
gether, they commonly intraduce one ano- 
therz ſo that he. that, commits..one, at of 
Wickedneſs, and intends to ſtopthere, finds 
himfelf miſtaken in his accompt. ' Thus the 
Man that hath ſo far injured; and prwwoked 
another, that he ſtands in fear of hi, 2 *- 
yenge, oftentimes is not to be ſatisfied, *cill, 
to ſecure himſelf, he hath. murdered or rui- 
ned him, by Treachery, Forgery, or Subor- 
. nation; and then, if he be accuſed of has 
: | wil 
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will not fail to forſwear its and ( if occaſion 
be) hire others to perjure themſelves ,-to 
clear himſelf or his Complices, 
$. 23. 5thly.. But if ever ſuch an Offen- 
der againſt the Laws of Nature, ſhall grow 
ſenſible of his Crimes, and deſirous to leave 
them, he will then find his Soul fo diſturbed 
and ſullied, by thoſe Vices- and: Paſſions, 
which have ſo long domineered over it, and 
alſo all the natural Powers of his Intelle&, fo 
| weakened by a long and conſtant habit of 
Sin and Wickedneſs, that he can ſcarce ever 
(or at leaſt not: without much- difficulty) 
overcome them, or be able to: reduce his 
'Mind to a ſtri&t Obſervation of the Laws of 
Reaſon and Vertye,whereby he wholly loſes, 
or at leaſt highly impairs the great Preroga- 
tive of Humane: Nature, Freedom of Will z 
which if ever-he be able: again to exert,' it 
cannot be without a great ſtrugling, and a 
{tri& watch over himſelf, attended with that 
moſt painful and difpleating Remedy, Reper- 
tance, for having thus tranigreiled this-Di- 
yine Law, , £ DR: 
. 4, 24. 6thly. andlaſtly, whilſt the Offen- 


der continues in this lamentable (tate of wil- - 


fyl Rebellion againſt God, he cannot- but be 
almoſt conſtantly tormented with a dreadful 
Remorſe of Conſcience, proceeding from a - 
fear of puniſhment both from God and os 
WHhic 
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which ſeldom fails to torment the Souls of 

wicked Men, and which the fame Poet ſo 
- . well ſets forth, in the place afore-cited: - - 


' e=——— Prima eft hec nltio, quod ſe 
TJudice nemo nocens abſolvitur. — 


Which Puniſhments though future, yet fince 
they are ſuch as he may well expe& from his 
own wicked Adions, do fall under the no- 
tion of a preſent Evil , fince no Offenders 
againſt this Law, can ever be morally aſſured 
that they ſhall paſs undiſcovered, and unpu. 
niſhed for their Crimes, either in this Life, 
or in that to come: And Epicurss himſelf 
(though be takes away all the grounds of 
moral Good and Evil, in denying God to 
have any Concern for Humane AQtions) ad- 
viſes. no- wiſe man to commit any unjuſt or 

wicked Af, becauſe he can-never be aſſured 
he ſhall ſcape diſcovery and puniſhment for 
them, 2nd ſo muſt always live in perpetual 

Fear and Anxiety. | 

$. 25. But, in the ſecond place, as for 

thoſe external Puniſhments which concern 

the Body, they are either ſuch as proceed 

from the Nature of thoſe Paſſions them- 

ſelves, whereby a wicked man is moſt com- 

monly governed, or elſe from outward Cau- 

ſes, (viz. ) God, or man. As for the _— 
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- of theſe, the violent and unſatiable Paſſions 
themſelves, it is commonly obſerved, That 
Envy, Fear, immoderate Anger, and excef- 
ſive Self-love, accompanied with Hatred and 
Contempt of others, are ſo te to the 
natural Tranquility, or Health of the Mird, 
that they prove their own Puniſhment, not 
only to-the Soul, but Body alſo. Thus En- 
vy and Hatred, whilſt they produce ſadneſs 
and unquietneſs.of the mind, do hinder that 
brisk and aftive motion of the heart, which 
is fo neceſfry for. a due Circulation of the 
as'is evident from that paleneſs and 
meagerneſs inthe Face, leanneſs of the Body, 
and general diftemper in the whole Conſti- 
tution , which may be commonly obſer- 
ved in envious, ſpiteful, and: angry People; 
and that ar» immoderate Deſire of Reve 

doth ſometimes procure death it ſelf, Dr. Her- 
vey gives us an add inſtance, in his Treatiſe 

of the Circulation of the | Blood, of a _ , 
Gemleman (a Patient of his) who. oft 
languiſhed: Jong: under unuſual Symptoms, 
but who at laſt died out of pure melancholy 
and diſcontent, that he could not have his 
' Revenge upon. a Perſon above him, for a 
_ Injury he had formerly received from 
im. And that you may ſee how fatally 
this Paſhon affeQts the Vitals, may be obſer- 
ved inthisGentleman,. whoſe Heart, when 
| | j 


140 - 4 brief Diſquifation 

he was opened, was ſwelled as big as that of 
an Ox. And1I have already given you, in 
the former Chapter, an inſtance of Charles VI. 
King of France, how certainly an unneceſſa- 
ry fear of others, will procure a'Man's Deſtru- 
Gion. And as for ſudden immoderate Fits of 
Paſſion, or Anger, there are infinite Ex- 
amples of thoſe, whom ſuch violent Fits have 
bereaved of their Lives. "IT 
| $: 26. But as for the external Paniſhments.' 
proceeding from Men, there 1s, in the firſt 
ace, that general Hatred and Contempt, 
which ill-natured, violent, and unjuſt men, 
muſt always expect from all the reſt of the 
' World , though perhaps they may be. fo 
powerful , that men-dare- not. exprels. it to 
their Faces ; and this even /from thoſe who 
are of a like humour with themſelves, fince 
you ſhall ſeldom or never ſee il|-natured 
- men love or ſpeak well of one another; 
which certainly muſt needs be an Evil, or 
Puniſhment, to thoſe that lie under it, fince 
they cannot at one time or other but be 
ſenſible of it : For if the Love and Commen- 
dation of others be a Good, and deſirable, 
as they render a man capable of the Eſteem 
of thoſe he converſes with; and often proves 
very ſerviceable to: the compaſliing his De- 
fires,or Deſigns, then certainly the contrary 


to theſe muſt be an Evil.as that which com- 
monly 
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.monly hinders 'men from attaining thoſe 
Ends they propoſe to themſelves, by the 
help and affiſtance of others: And therefore 
it is always ſeen, that men of violent, unjuſt, 
and domineering Natures, are always forced 
to hide and diſſemble this Humour towards 
thoſe from whom they expe& any Benefit, 
or Preferment; well knowing that if their 
natuyal Inclinations were once diſcovered, 
they 'muſt never look to obtain: any thing 
from their Patrons, ſince no wiſe man can 
expect any other return from ſuch men but 
Ingratitude and Injuſtice. 

$. 27. In the next place, we may. reckon 
all thoſe returris of Evil, or Revenge, whe- 
ther by ill Offices, Force, -or Death it ſelf 
which ſuch wicked men muſt expe, as a 


_ © Retaliation of the like Actions from: thoſe 


they have injured, or deftroyed; or if not 
from them, at leaſt from their Friends and . 
Relations, and which is as natural and law-. . 
ful a Puniſhment in the ſtate of Nature, 
where there 1s no Law to the contrary, as 
that inflited by Civil Magiſtrates in Com- 
monwealths, fince he is only intruſted with 
that natural Right, in order. tothe good and 
preſervation of mankind, which every par- 
ticular Perſon in'the ſtate of Nature, was be- 
fore endued with. 
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 $.28, There laſtly follow all thoſe exter- 
nal Puniſhments, which the Civil Powers 
|bave ordained againſt thoſe that preſume to 
tranſgreſs this great Law of Nature, Blaf- 
pbemy againſt God , or by injurious Lan- 
guage, or by violent and unjuſt AQions to- 
wards othersz which Pumſhments, though 
they may ſometimes fail to be inflicted for 
want of mn or mc by _—_ 
tion, Br! , or Injuſtice in t 

or Witneſſes, or elſe by Pardon folk he 
Supreme Powers 3 yet fince theſe Puniſh- 
ments are more often inflicted , than that 
they fail of their Efief} 3 and that whenever 
this happens, they do infinitely exceed all 
the Good, or Pleaſure, which the Offender 
hath, or canever receive by the doing them : 
It is evident, That noprudent man will ven- 
ture to do ſuch Actions, which are ſo full 
of hazard, and which will moſt probably 
bring upon him ſgoominy, loſs of Life and 
Eftatez and beſides (if not repented of) 
more Jaſting Puniſhments in the World to 
come : And therefore we are"not over-ha- 
ſtjly to cenſure the ſevere Puniſhments or- 
dained by Civil Laws, againſt Thieves, Coi- 
ners of falſe Money, -&*c. as over-rigorous, 
Gnce it is but reaſonable that they ſhould 
recompence,or ſupply the difficulty and rare- 
neſs of their diſcovery, and the frequent re- 
petition 
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petition of their Crimes, with ſo great a pu- 
niſhment as the loſs of Life, even with Tor- 
ments when they are taken, ſince perhaps 
they bave offended an hundred times, with- 
out any puniſhment at all. So chat if the 
Supreme Powers are ordained by God for 
gon and preſervation of mankind, it 
will likewiſe follow, That ſuch Puniſhments 
(as arc already mentioned) are allo intended 
by him, as the fitteſt means to procure this 
great End: Which natural Puniſhments, 
Mr. H. himſelf acknowledges in his Exgizſþ 
Leviathan, C ap.3. whoſe ſence js here ſo good 
and pat to this purpoſe, that I ſball give it 
you at large: 

« Having thus briefly ſpoken of the natu- - 
© ral Kingdom of God, and his natural Laws, 
* T willadd only a ſhort Declaration of his 
« natural Puniſhments, There is no Aftion 
& in this Life, that is not the beginning of ſo 
& long a Chain of Conſequences, as no Hu- 
« mane Providence is high enough to give a 
« man a proſpeCt to the End: and in this 
& Chain, there are linked together both plea- 
« fing and unpleaſing Events, in ſuch man- 
« ner, as he that will do any thing for his 
6 Pleaſure, muſt engage himſelf to ſuffer all 
& the Pains annexed to it: And theſe Pains 
« are the natural Pumiſhments of thoſe AQi- 
« ons, which are often the beginning of more 

| ce harm 
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* harm than good : And'thereby -1t comes to 
_ * paſs, that Intemperance 1s naturally punt- 

& ſhed with Diſeaſes; Raſhneſs with Miſchan- 
& ces; .Injuſtice with 'the violence of Ene- 
© mics; Pride with Ruine;z Cowardiſe with 
* Oppreſſion ; negligent Government of 
* Princes with Rebellion 3- and Rebellion 
* with Slaughter. Thus far Mr. H. 

If therefore Puniſhments are Conſequent 
to the breach of Laws, - and natural Puniſh- 
ments are ordained by God, as' Conſequent 
to the breach of the Laws of Nature, 1t 
therefore follows them as their natural, not 
arbitrary Effets. - So that after what he 
hath here declared, it may ſeem ſtrange, | 
That this Author ſhould (in his Book de C3ve, 
Chap. V.) maintain, That the Laws of' Na- 
' ture do not aCtually oblige us. to their Ob- 
ſervation in the ſtate of Nature, but only to 
a Will to obſerve them, when we may. with 
ſafety do it ; that is, not till we are Mem- 
bers of a Civil State, or Commonwealth; 
fince no Man, according to his own Concet- 
fioo, £can in either ſtate violate them, with- 
out incurring ſome of theſe natural Puniſh- 
ments (already mentioned) ordained by 
God to deter them from committing them. 

$. 29. Laſtly, As for thoſe extrinſeck Pu- 
niſhiments in this Life, immediately inflicted 


by God, they are all thoſe temporal Evils, 
which 
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which we commonly call Judgments, with 
which Ged ſo often puniſhes the Tranſgreſ- 
ſors of this Law of Nature, either in their 
Minds , Bodies, Fortunes, or Relations : 
And for the truth of this, I need but referer 
you to the Hiſtories ofall Ages paſt, beſides 
what you may have gathered from your 
own Obſervation. | | 

To conclude : Where-ever theſe natural 
Paniſhments fail,- or fall ſhort in this Life, 
they will certainly be ſupplied - by Puniſh- 
ments infinitely more durable and grievous, 
in a Life after this; than what our narrow 
Apprehenfions are able to conceive; or elſe 
that great Attribute of God, (*vzz.) his Ju- 
ſtice, would fall ſhort of its Effe&, and con- 
ſequently the Sanftion due to his Laws; 
which powerful and unreaſonable Men would 
believe to be none at all, it. they were ſure 
they could "(cape unpuniſhed, both in this - 
Life, and the next too. 

$.30. Having now proved thar this Dictate 
of Right Reaſon, That we ought to endea- 
vour the Common Good of Rational Beings, 
is truly, and not metaphorically a Law, as 
containing all thoſe Conditions which are 
neceſlary to conſtitute it ſo, viz. (1.) God, 
conſidered as the Legiſlator. (2.) That he 
hath ſufficiently declared this Law to Man- 
kind, as his Subjects whom he intends ſhould 

L obey 
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obey itz and that by all thoſe plain Eviden- 
ces, and Demonſtrations; as may be colle&- 
ed from our own Nature, and that of 
Things; and alſo'eſtabliſhed it by all theſe 
Rewards and Puniſbments here laid down, 
and that are neceflary to that End, I fup- 
poſe it plainly appears, That the Deſcripti. 
on we have here made of this Law," strue; 
and that then we are obliged to obſerve it, 
can as little be doubted of, if we do but re- 
collect what hath been already faid upon this 
SubjeR, (viz.) That if ſo many Things in 
Nature are ordained by God, to inform eve- 
ry particular Perſon of found Underſtanding, 
that his own true'Intereſt and Happineſs,con- 
Vid. Dr. Parker's fiſts in his endeavouring the 
Treatiſe on this Common Good of Ratio- 
= ' ol by pious, innocent, and 
benevolent A&ions : It muſt be a clear and 
ſatisfaftory Demonſtration to all Men, That 
as this is the chief End God hath propoſed to 
us, ſo it is his Intention to oblige all his Sub- 
jets to at in purſuance of the ſame: And 
what could he have done more to engage 
them thereunto, than to make them know 
not only that it is his Will and Pleaſure, by 
that excellent Method and Order he hath e- 
ſtabliſhed in the World, but alſo that he ex- 
pedts they ſhould yield a full Obedience to 
, as they hope to enjoy all the em 
an 
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and avoid; the greateſt Miſeries of. this Life, 
and alſo of that to come? And this he hath. 
ſufficiently;petformed;. whilſt he makes the 
— True Good and Happineſs of every particu-: 
lar Perſon; ſo manifeſtly depend upon their 
fincere Endeavours to promote the good of 
thereſt of Mankind, andthat with the ſame 
neceilary connexion, as other natural Effects 
do upon their Cauſes: And therefore fince 
we have ſoclear demonſtrations of our Duty, 
and ſuch powerful motives to perform it ; 
we have all the Conditions requiſite to ren- 
der us truly. ſubje&'to this Law, and to put 
vs under a perfect Obligation to obſerve it: 
Becauſe the whole train of natural EffeQs; 
are ultimately reſolved into God's Will and 
Providence, as the firſt-and only Cauſes of 
all Things, arid of all the Qualities and Pro- 
perties that reſult from thence: ;,., "4, 
Therefore if the uſefulneſs and tho 
ofthis Law, be ſo evident from the 
whole Contriyance of Nature: It was only 
the Author of Nature that hath ſo ordained 
it, and then there will be no avoiding this 
Concluſion, ( viz.) That he intended thar all 
thoſe rational Creatures that were able. to 
' make Obſeryations from his Works; ſhould 
lay down the Common Good of Mankind, 
as the Rule of all their moral Adions3 for 
Rules can but dire& us how to at towards 
L 3 COm 
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compaſſi paſſing an End propoſed ; and fo do: 
theſe nn. Obſervation? by their own in- 
trinſeck Force -and Vertue. And therefore 
fach Rules proceeding from the Will of 
God, the Supreme Legiſlator, do, upon 
their diſcovery to us, become natural Laws, 
and we are conſequently under all the Obli- 
gationsin the World, to do our utmoſt En- 
deavours to obſerve them. & 
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CHAP. IV. 


Demonſtrating the Uſefulneſs of Under- 
ſtanding this ſunmn of the Laws of 
Naruse, all Moral Vertues and. 
Duties being therein contamed,' | 


&. x. I Comenow to the laſt part of my in- 
7.Y& tended Defign, which is, to prove, 

+: That in our due Obſervation of this great 
Law of Endeavouring the Common Good of 
Rational Beings : All our Civil Duties, as 
alſo all thoſe Habits of the Mind, and out- 
ward ' Aﬀions called Moral Vertues, are 
therein contained, and are to be from thence 
deduced. 1 have already, in the firſt Cha- 
pter, ſhewn, That all the Right and Pro- 


priety 


i 
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priety which particular Perſons can have in 
any thing they ebjoy, 1s derived from God's 
Wul, that Mankind ſhould be preſerved and 
propagated, and all the particular Members 
thereof, be rendred as happy as the frail Con- 
dition of their Nature is capable of; ſo 
that no Man can have a Right ſo much as 
to preſerve his own Life, but as he is a Mem- 
ber of that Common Body of mankind, and 
that his Preſervation conduces to this end, 
as the conſervation of a part, contributes to 
that of the whole 3 which aggregate Body 
of mankind, being by God divided into 
thoſe greater, or ca parts, as Nations, 
or People,ſpeaking ditterent Languages, and 
governed by different Cuſtoms : And theſe 
' Nations being often ſybdivided into ſeveral 
diſtin Governments , or Commonweals, 
conſiſting of divers Families, as theſe Fami- 
lies of particular Perſons, as the firſt-and 
ſmalleſt conſtituent parts 3 whence there ſt! 
neceſſarily ariſes a ſubordination of the leſfler 
of theſe, to the.greater , viz.) That the 

ood and. happineſs of particular Perſons, 

ould give place to that of the whole Fa- 
mily; and the- Intereſt of particular Fami-' 
lies, to that of the Supreme Civil Power 3 ſo 
_ (in like manner) that is to. be regulated by 
the good of the whole Nation, or People, 
joynd together, and confederate by Com- 
| "> Y pads, 
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paQts, for the $60 and preſervation' of the 


whole politick Body : And laſtly, "That the 
Rights and Intereſts of all particular King- 
doms, and Commonweals, ought ſtill to 
give place, and be ſubordinate to the good 
and preſervation ofthe” reſt-of Mankind ; 
and from this great Law alone it is 'evident 


how unjuſt it js for any Monarch,” or Com- 


monwealth, though never ſo powerful, to 
make unneceſſary Wars upon their Neigh- 
bours, ſince it cannot commonly be done, 
without a' vaſt effufion of Blood, and 4 
wicked and unnatural Opprefſion, arid en- 
ſlaving of peaceable and innocent Nations, 
who by Nature, and the Laws of their own 
Country, were born frees all which, are 


highly deſtruQive to the good and happi- 


neſs of the Body of mankind. Therefore 


upon the ſame grounds, and for the ſame 


reaſons that divers natural Things are good 
for, and promote the Happineſs of particu- 
lar Perſons and Families, they are likewiſe 
from the ſame Principles beneficial to whole 
Nations, or Commonweals, ſuch as are thoſe 
moral Actiotis., which the Law-of Nature 
and Nations do preſcribe; ſome of which 
reſpeCting 'the general' good of mankind, 
 Ethicks, or Moral Philoſophy, particularly do 
teach usz others regarding the Happineſs only 
of private Families, are direQed by the Rples 
F '7 j ? | O 
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of Qeconomies, whilſt others are taught by 
the Rules of Politicks, or the Art of Well- 
governing Kingdoms, or Commonweals ; 
which ſhew us by what means a whole King- 
dom, or Nation, may (both Prince and Peo- 
ple) berendred happy, and ſecured from in- 
teſtine Rebellions and Tumults, as well as 
foreign Invalions 3 whileſt the ſame general 
Law of Nature, regarding the good of the 
whole Body of Rational Beings, ought to 
be the main end and ſcope of all kinds of 
Governments, as alſo of the Governours that 
adminiſter them : So that as all leſſer Socie- 
ties ought to have all their Rights and Acti- 
ons limitred by a reſpe& to the general good 
of the Commonweal in which they are con- 
tained, ſo likewiſe ſhould all Kingdoms, or 
Commonweals themſelves, ſtill a&t with a 
reſpe& to the. good and preſervation of a 
greater and nobler Body , (7z., that of 
rational Agentsz and ought to do, or coum- 
mand, nothing contrary to the Laws of Na- 
ture, that is, thoſe natural Rules by which 
the Aftions of  Commonweals, as well as 
private Perſons, are to be direfted towards 
this great End ; ſuch as are thoſe Laws of 
Natute , which preſcribe Divine Worthip, 
and the not hurting, or making War upoa 
the Innocent; Fidelity in CompaQts, Grati- 
tude for Benefits received , and ſuch likes 

LS and 
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and likewiſe from the ſame ground, fuch pq- 
fitive Laws of our Country ( in Obedience 
to which, the ſafety. of the Commonweal 
conſiſts) are not_to be violated, for pro- 
curing the preſent advantage of any particu- 
lar Perſons, or Families. .. 1 © + 
$. 2. But ſince I baye already proved, That 
the Neceſlirics of Life, ſuch as-are Health, 


and Strength of Body,and Mind, joined 
with Peace, Liberty, or Freedomvof Ation, 
'asalſo thoſe Habits of the Mind; called Mo- 
ral Vertues, are thoſe natural and unalterable 
good Things, that conſtitute the Happineſs 
of all particular Perſons. It will likewiſe 
follow, That if all theſe could , by Inno- 
cence, Fidelity, Gratitude, and Benevolence, 
be conferred upon all Men alike,they would 
be alſo general goods, as conſtituting the 
Common Felicity of Mankind : And though, 
as | have already proved, that we ſtil}con- 
tributeſomewhat towards this general Feli- 
city, when we do good but to one fingle 
Perſon 5 yet can we not perform this great 
End of all our Aﬀions knowingly , and: as 
we onzht, without a due care and regard 
to the Rights of all other Men, which can- 
not be ſecured, without a diffuſive Love 
and Benevolence towards all Mankind. And 
therefore, in the firſt place, it is neceſlary, 
That if we will do good to others, as we 
| - ought, 
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oo, we miſt ſtill have a reſpe& to this 
End, by a due ſabordination of all Duties 
to each other, according to the Rules al- 
ready laid down :; Norcan we, without ma- 
king this Law of Nature the maii-rule and 
guide of all our moral Actions, ever be able 
to 7g nn , not only moral Evil from 
Good:, but alſo when two Duties are pro- 
ofed to us, ard which cannot both be per- 
formed ied at once, which of them ought rather 
to be preferred and take place, of which - 
there are various Inftances in Erhicks. So 
likewiſe a due conſideration of this general 
Law, will lead us intothe knowledge of the 
Reaſon, and Grounds of all the particular 
Laws of Nature, as well as thoſe of our own 
Country 3 ſince it is certain, that all the 
wholeſome Laws of Commonweals, and the 
moral DiQates and InſtruQions of our Pa- 
rents and Maſters, either do, or onghe till 
to reſpe& this great End. So that it is a 
great Errour to ſuppoſe (as ſome have done) 
that Ethicks were intended to inſtru us, 
like Hermits in a Deſart, without any re- 
ſpe& to others : Whereas Juſtice, the chiefeſt 
of all the moral Vertues, does wholly regard 
the good of othersz and ſince a great part 
' "hereof conſiſts in Innocence, or the forbear- 
ingthoſe Aftions we call Murther, Theft, In- 
4ury, and the like, there could be no reaſon 


to 
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to. prohibit them , . were they not in their 
own nature (antecedent to any Law) evi 
that is, deſtruQive to the common goo! 
and happineſs of Mankind. | 
$.3. I ſhall now proceed, to ſhew. you, 
That all the particular moral Vertues, are 
contained under this one Law of endeavou- . 
ring this common good of rational Beings, 
= are to be deduced from it, as their only 
true ground and heap For the proving 
of which! firſt ſuppoſe, That all our volunta- 
ry Ations, as far as they can be governed 
by Reaſon and Conſideration, are either the 
glicite Ats of the Underſtanding, or elſe 
of the Will and AfﬀeQions ; and therefore 
jt is firſt preſcribed by this general Law of 
Nature , that we ſhould exert the natural 
Faculties of our Intelle&s on all Perſons and 
Things, about which they can be converſant; 
and by the due exerciſe of which, we may 
arrive to that excellent Habit of Miad, . cal- 
led Prudezce, and which, above all others, 
conduces to that great End of the common 
good above-mentioned, So that the firſt 
round of this Prudence, is a true kyow- 
ledge of the Nature of Things, and eſpeci- 
ally Mankind : But its eſſential parts, are 
the practical knowledge of the* chief Ends 
of all our moral Actions, (viz.) our Duty 
or Seryice to God, as the Head of rational 
- Beings, 
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Beings, and - our -endeavouring the com- 
mon'good, as commanded and enjoyned by 
him 3 for Prudence conſiſts in a firm Perſua- 
 fion and Afſent to true practical Dictates: 

But- the immediate, and moſt general Ef- 
fs of this'Prudence, are, (x.) Conſtancy 
_ of Mind; by which we firmly adhere, with- 
out any wavering, to the DiCtates of right 
' Reaſon,ſfince Prudence is only a right appre- 
henſion, and unchangeable reſolution o the 
practical Judgment, as alſo of the Will pur- 


'  fuant'thereunto, concerning the beſt and 


greateſt End of all our moral Adtions, (viz.) 
the common'good : Which Conſtancy, pro- 
ceeds from 'the immutable Certainty of the - 
Fruth, made known to us by ſuch-praftical 
Propofitions, and by which the Will is de- 
termined 'to this great End, by the fitteſt 
means neceſlary thereunto. This Conſtan- 
cy, when; in the proſecution thereof, it 1s 
attended with any. great danger to, our 
ſelves, is called Fortitude; and whilſt we 
contentedly ſuffer any Evils, or Afflitions 
for the ſame, Patience. - 

_ $: 4. The nexteffc& of Prudence, 1s Tem- 
perance, or Moderation, which 1s the re- 
ſtraining our. AﬀeCtions, and limitting our 
. 'AQions, within ſuch bounds as are conſo- 
. nant to this End : But fince Prudence doth 
always direft the Mind thereunto, as allo 
© to 
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to fuch means as are neceſlary to obtain-itz 
' therefore as this Moderation cannot be ſe- 
parated from Sincerity, or a real deſire and 
endeavour to proſecute this End,'ſo neither 
from Diligence and Induſtry. to find out and 
purſue the fitteſt means leading thereunto 5 
but this Moderation being chiefly conſpi- 
euous, in reſtraining thoſe motions of our 
ſenſual Appetites and Aﬀe&ions, which 
may any way diſturb, or: hinder us in our 
proſecution ofthis End, is then called Tea- 
| perance, or a reſtraining of our immoderate 
Appetites towards Meat, and Drink, or elſe 
of our carnal Luſts or Defires towards Wo- 
men. The former of which is only a Crime, 
when our Eating and Drinking beyond what 
Nature requires,does both injure our Health, 
and brings upon us Diſeaſes, or untimely 
Death, or elſe ſo clouds and diſturbs the Fa- 
culties of the Mind, as to render them un- 
. fit to do that good and ſervice they owe 
either to God, themſelves, their Families, 
or the Commonwealth : So likewiſe for car- 
nal Luſts, it is alſo unlawful, as long as it 
continues wandring and unfixed towards 
one Obje&, and hinders-God's main Deſign, 
(viz. )the propagation of Mankind : Or elle, 
hilſt it invades the Rights of others, in 
olating either the Chaſtity of their Wives, 
Daughters, &c. beſides the Injury it does 


to 
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to others, it often produces Quarrels, Figh« 
tings, and Murthers amongſt Men; all wit 

ftets, are evidently deſtruQtive to the 
| Peace and Preſervation of Mankind, not to 
mention the horrid Sin of Sodomy, whoſe 
formal Evils ſeem to confiſt 7» effwſione ſormi- 
#is 3 vaſe non debito, and thereby hindring 
the propagation of Mankind. Since there- 
fors theſe three great Vertues of Prudence, 
Fortitude, "and: Femperance, which ſeem 
ſo particularly” to concern - a Man's private 
Converſation, ' have yet ſo great an influence 
upon 'the- common; good of mankind; we 
will now fee of how much greater force 
they will be, when conſidered more particu- 
larly in relation to others; ſince if we ſeri» 
ouſly confider them, we ſhall find this Pru- - 
dence and Moderation, to extend themſelves 
to all thoſe voluntary Actions commanded 
by this Law of Nature 3 and when fo con- 
fidered, may be comprehended under the 
general name of the moſt diffuſed Love, and 
efficacious Benevolence towards our ſelves 
and others ; by which I mean not only a. 
bare, uſeleſs wiſhing 3 but fach a powerful 
Love, or Charity , as. expreſles it ſelf in 
all thoſe Endeavours, by which all Things 
good and beneficial to mankind, may be 
procured for thoſe who ſtand in need of 


themz and whatſoever are evil, or hurtful, 
may 
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may be prevented , or removed. Sothat: 
this Vertue of Benevolence, or Charity, as 
far as it reſtrains and correds all the volun-: 
tary motions and aCtions' in us, contrary;to' 
this common good, containsall thoſe ſybor-- 
dinate Vertues , of Innocence, Meekneſs, 
Repentance, and Self-denial 3 which may: 
be thus made out : Ty 

$'5.(1.) Innocence,indeed,is but a negative: 
Vertue, and implies no; more- than our ab- 
ſtaining from wronging others 3 yet cannot 
the ground of this Vertue:be truly under- 
ſtood , without a reſpeC&t--to-the common 
good of mankind; which it ſo: particularly 
tends to promote. (2.)-Meeknels, or -Gen- 


tleneſs, which is but our patient bearing with 
the Importunities and: Impertinencies- of o-. 


thers, out of love towards them, and confi-; 
deration of. the Frailty and Infirmities of 
Humane Nature. (3.) Repentance, or Sor-' 
row, when we have dane others any Inju- 
ry, with an acknowledgement of the ſame, 
if there be occaſion, expreſſed by our reſtt- 
tution, making amends, or begging pardon 
for what Wrongs ſoever we have done them; 
(4-) Sel-denial, that ts, a Will rather to fore-. 
go ſomewhat, that we may pretend to, than 
' to hinder another, or who may deſerve it 
better than our ſelves. And as this Benevo- 


lence 1mpliesa conſtant and ſettled porn 
o 
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of well-doing, ſoit cauſes us to judge chari- 
tably of all other men's Words and 'Adtions, 
which is true -Candour, or Ingenuity : So 
| likewiſe when it moves us to promiſe, . and al- 
fo to perform whatſoever Things'we thereby 
owe to others, it is Fidelity : And as this 
Benevolence chiefly confiders thoſe who by 
the like good AQtions, co-operate with us to- 
wards this common good, fo it renders us - 
likewiſe grateful ,- Gratitude being nothin 
elſe but an expreſſion, or return of our kin 
reſentment,” or good-will towards thoſe who 
have been kind or beneficial to us or thoſe 
we have a kindneſs for z though the ſame 
general Benevolence, of intending to do 
good to the whole Body of Mankind, may 
yet more particularly' regard thoſe before: 
others, to whom we are more nearly related, 
or have greater Obligations, or are more 
likely, or able to contribute to the good of 
the Commonweal. © : 

6. 6. But becauſe it is the main Buſineſs 
of this Benevolence, to take care that no 
Attion be done contrary to this great End; 
or when it happens to be done otherwiſe 
than it ought, it 1s then its Duty preſently to 
correc and amend it:Therefore Equity is one 
great part of this general Benevolence, which 
denotes a Will always ready to corre@t ſuch 
Attions, by the Rules of Prudence, or Right 


Rea- 
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Reaſon, which have been already deterin 

ned by any . particular Law, or Ju | 
' otherwiſe than a. due Conſideration of the 
common. good -of Mankiad may require z 
ug pF oe happens , That through the 
Ambiguity of the Laws, or through ſome 
Errour, Weakneſs, or alot of the 
Judges, or Law- makers themſclves, nat; be- 
ang able to foreſee all the | icular Caſes 
- that may happen within thoſe general Rules, 
_ they may often deviate. from this great End . 
of the common good, though oe them. ne- 


ver ſo really. intended ; Therefore the fin- 


cere Endeavour thereof requires, That, as © 
often as we are employed as Judges, Media- 
tors, or Arbitrators, after having weighed 
all due Circumſtances of the Caſe, we ſhould, 
upon 3 more perfect underſtanding thereof, 
corre& ſach Judgments as were erroneouſly, 
or- unjuſtly made or deereed at firſt ; So that 
from this general Law of endeavouring the 
common good of Mankind, all Sentegces 
pronovinced,, ex £9#0, &,bonpo, derive their 
Authority, as the oaly Fountain of natural 
Juſtice ; as I fball in the next place make 


our, 

7. The Vertye called Tuſtice, (as defi- 
ned 5 Civilians) 2 6, jy oper and perpetual 
Will, of yielding every Perſon Their Own ; and 


whatis meant. by Their Own, I have already, 
; 3 
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in the, Firſt Chapter of this Diſcourſe, ſuffi 
 ciently made out; (viz. That in the ſtate 
of Nature, and out of Civil Government, 
or Commonweal, it is the yielding and al- 
lowing ſuch a diſtin and ſeparate Uſe, or 
Propriety, un all Things neccflary for Lite, 
and inthe Helps or Services of Perfons,which 
any one, by Occupancy or Poſleflion, or 
elſe by the Grant, or Ceffion of others, bath, ' 
by reducing it'into his Uſe and Poſleſſion, 
made his own, ' and which I have there pro- 
ved to be commanded by this Law of Na- 
ture, as' being abſolutely neceſlary for«.the * 
\ Preſervation of Mankind. (2.) In a Civil... 
' "State, or Commonweal, it is/the allowing 
"and maintaining ſuch a Property in; thoſe 
Things, arifing' from a more full and abſo- 
late diviſion of 'them (according to the po- 
fitive Laws of every Kingdom, or Common- 
weal) as coriduces to this great End: And 
therefore we have laid down this Definition, 
m the moſt-general Terms we could, that 
the ſame Rilles' may direct Men, as well 
1n that natural State, which may be ſuppo- 
ſed to precede an abſolute diviſion of Things, 
'as in that'Civil, or Politick Society , that 
'ordained ſuch' a Diviſion. Under the for- 
"mer ſtate, this Rule obliges.' Men only to 
ſuch a general Propriety, and Uſe of Things, 
and Humane 'Affiſtances, as might beſt oy. 
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Gf with our own, and others, natural Necef. 
fitiesz and fince- in this State many Ac- 
cidents may be ſuppoſed to have happen- 
ed, which wight make it appear to all Par- 
ties concerned, That it would be more for 
their Common Benefit and Advantage, to 
agree to a full and abſolute Diviter 'of 
Lands, and all Things neceſlary for Life, 
1 ſach as were the Quarrels and Contentions 
= of divers Men, when it was not plainly evi- 
dent what proportion of theſe Things were 
requiſite for every Man's particular- Occa- 


fions 3 to which may be added the Carey, 
| leſneſs and Idleneſs of many others, in 6 
[ gleting to contribute their due proportion. 
' of Labour forthe Tilling of the Ground, 
when Iyibg in Common ; together: with dt 
vers other Inconveniencies,. needleſs here 
to be related. In all which Caſes, the ge- 
neral Law concerning the common good 
| of Mankind, and-the means, neceliary there- 
unto, being conſidered, and,applied to the 
preſent Circumſtarices , by all the Perſons 
concerned , might oblige them to make a 
more abſolute Diviſion of all4orts of Pro- 
perties. And the fame Law doth now 
likewiſe oblige; us, and all others, ſucceſ- Þ 
fively to maintain .this Diviſion thus made, 
as being neceſſary to the Quiet and Happ!- 
neſs of that Kingdom, or age" 
where- 


\ 


of the Lav of Narurt. 16} 


wherein-we live, as the Happineſs of theſe 
conduces to the good'and preſervation of 
mankind, whereof they are a part; nor 


need I ſpeak more concerning this. divi- 


fion, fince we find it already made, and ſo 
well and exactly done, that it is (ufficienc 
to render all Men as happy ( unl:(s they 
will be wanting to themſelves) as the frailty 
of theirown Natures, and of thoſe Tirings 
they. make uſe of, will permit, or require; 


' , and thereforel ſhall only add, That where- 


ever any thing remains ſtill undivided, 
and that a farther divifion thereof is ne- 
ary , that ſuch. a diſtribution of rhem 
made, among all thoſe that have any 
Tntereſt therein, as may beſt conduce to 
the Peace and Happineſs of the Common- 
weal, and the Good of all the particular 


| Perſons therein contained. 
$..8. Property being thus ſetled and e- _ 


ſtabliſhed , from this general Law of Na- 

ture, there now accrues' ſomething to par- = 
ticular Perſons, concerning which they 
may promiſe, grant, or covenant witli 9+ . 
thers, and which* muſt be ſuppoſed before 
nay Promiſe, or Contra& (which 8 6ne 
of the firſt grounds of Civil Juſtice can 
be kepts for if atiy Gift, or Athgamenc 
of any: Thing be valid , it is upon the 
lame (core upon which Property was firſt 

M2 


CON- 
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conſtituted, (visz.) in order to the Common 
good of Mankind ; therefore it is evident, 


That God, and all ſubordinate Ordainers 


of Property , always intended that Men 
ſhould be mindful of this great End, in 
conferring, or receiving any Gifts, or Be- 
nefits; for whoſoever receives ſuch a Be- 
nefit, he is ſuppoſed by acceptance tacitly 
to agree, That this gift ſhould operate for 
the good of the whole Community 3 that 
is, both of that Perſon who beſtowed it, 


as well as of himſelf that received it: 


And fo likewiſe of all others who have a 
Right to aſlign, or beſtow any thing 
Which tacite Conſent , includes alſo thai 
of the Receiver's making , a grateful Re- 

turn for the Benefit fo received , when any 
Occaſion ſhall offer it ſelf: So that Grati- 


"tude is but a part of univerſal Juſtice, that 


being only a ſincere Endeavour of 'per- 
forming this great Law of the Common 
good of mankind 3 whence I ſuppoſe it is 
as clearly evident, That Gratitude is com- 
manded by this Law, to be obſerved and 
practiſed asa chief part of that primary mo- 
ra] Vertue, Juice. 
- $.9, Moreover, fromthe due proportion 
of thoſe Things which by any poſitive 
Law becomes ours, (and are. thus: limitted 
by a due regard/to the good 10f. __ 
| ariſes 
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ariſes that ' part of Juſtice called Modera- 
tion, or: Modeſty, which. ſets bounds to in- 
ordinate Self-love, or too. great Care of 
our own Concernsz fince whillt we con- 
ſult our own good and happineſs, we ought 
ſtill to abſtain from any invaſion. of the 
particular Rights of others, and ought much 
more to take care that we do no injury to 
that Commonwealth of which we are Mem- 
bers. This: limitted Self-loye does chiefly 
exert it ſelf, in the Vertues of Modeſty 
and Frugality ; the: former being only our 
abſtaining from pretending to all Things, 
ſuch as Offices and Employments (which 
-perhaps we .might obtain, if we would put 
in for them) out of a true ſenſe of the 
ſmalneſs 'of our own Merits, in compariſon * 
of others who better deſerve them; which is 
yet but a ſort of Juſtice, in reſpe& of our 
ſelves and others. And for Frugality, it 
is but a; prudent management of what is 
our own, fo that we may not live above 
' thoſe means, or that Eſtate we have, and 
| thereby become burthenſome, or. injurious 
toothers, which is a ſort of generolity, or 
greatneſs of mind. \ 

$. 10. Laſtly, The ſame great Law of 
Nature, of endeavouring this Common good, 
does likewiſe dire& and limit even the na- 
tural Care and Aﬀection of Parents towards 
M 3 their 


Pod 
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their Children, ſo as it may beſt conduce 
to the publick Happineſs of the Common- 
weal: Whence ariſes'that exa& Care of 
Poſterity, ordained' by Civil Laws concer- 
ning Succeſſhon, to the Goods and Eſtates 
of deceaſed Relations. From all which it 
appears, That all the Branches of diſtributive 
Jaſtice conſiſting 1n Beneficence towards. o- 
thers; as, Qbſervation of PaQts, Gratitude, 
Temperance. Frugatty, Modeſty, and Afﬀ- 
fection to our Poſterity, cannot be well un- 
derſtood, or pradtifed as they. ought, unleſs 
there be firſt ſuppofed fuch a ſeparate di- 
viſion of men's Rights and Properties, as 
that what is our own, may be ſome way. 
known and diſtingutſhed from an others; 
and the ſame general Law by which this 
Diviſion is made and preſerved, does like- 
wiſe oblige men to the exerciſe of all thoſe 
Vertues already mentioned, and of all others 
which are contarned under, or which may 


be derived from them. | 


Laſtly, How /abſolately neceſſary that 


+, Parr of Juſtice, which may be called Polt- 
| tical, and which conſiſts in an equal retribu- 


tion of Rewards and Puniſhments, to thoſe 
who in a CiyaState do af any thing that 
3s highly condactng, or elſe deſtruCtive ro the 
goud and happineſs of the Commonweal, 
(that is, to the general good of — 
| needs 
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needs no farther proof, ſince it is evident, 
that without this Juſtice, not only all poft- 
tive Laws, but allo even thofe of Nature 
would be either quite negle&ed, or at leaſt 
highly violated. * 
_ $, 11, 1 ſhall now proceed to ſhew how 
all the reſt of the moral Vertues, may ea- 
fily be deduced from theſe two general 
ones, (viz.) Juſtice and Charity, or Be 
neyolence towards mankind, If therefore 
(as I have already proved) the Rights of all 
particular men are only conſtituted for the 
Common good of mankind, it will aifo fol- 
low, That all men are obliged in making 
uſe of thoſe, Rights, to obſerve theſe 
reat Rules 10 order to this great End ; 
7 rt.) Toallow, or grant to others ſuch a ſhare 
of theſe Neceſlaries of Lite, as isrequiſite for 
their real Neceſſities. (2.) Yet ſtill with a 
Fight of reſerving to. themle]yes ſuch a ſhare 
of thoſe Things, as that they may always be 
left in a capacity to provide for themlclves 
and Families ; but ſo as it may ſtill conſiſt 
with the good and happinels of others. The 
former Rule commands us to conſider others, 
'1n order to this Common good; and pre- 
ſcribes Charity and Liberality, with all the 
homelitical Vertues. The latter preſcribes 
Temperance, and Frugalicy, m thoſe things 
which are ſoreſerved and left to us, that we 
M 4 may 
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way thereby be (till rendred more ſubſervient 
to this Common good. So that 1n each of 
theſe Rules, the whole Body of mankind (of 
which we are but a ſmall part) ſtill preſents 
it ſelf to our Confideration ; fo that each par- 
ticular Vertue does always reſpe@ this pub- 
 lick,beforeany private good. From whence 
we may alſo underſtand for what Reaſon this 
great End ought to be always preſent to our 
minds, even whilſt we are ating according 
to the {trifteſt Rules of Vertuez for though 
we immediately endeavour, 'or proſecute 
ſome part of this End, yet cannot we know 
whether the praGice of ſuch a Vertue ' be 
conſonant to the reſt, unleſs by comparing 
it with this general Law of the Common 
g00d of mankind. So that in vertuous 
Actions, the care of this End ought never to 
be omitted, or neglected by us; for as by 
this 1t is {till prefcribed, That each particu- 
lar man ſhould contain himſelf within the 
bounds of his own Rights, and that he do 
not invade thoſe of others: So likewiſe theſe 
lIimitted Rights cannot well be conſidered, or 
underſtood, without a due refpe& to this 
Common good, for which End alone the 
Properties of particular men were at firſt ſet 
out, and appointed, So that all Common- 
weals ought to regard this more general Di- 
viſion of Property, or Dominion, ogy 
| ome 
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ſome things become ſacred to God, and like 
wiſe divers Rights and Territories are left to. 
| be enjoyed by other Nations,” or- Common- 
weals; and all fych Politick Bodies muſt 
ſtill acknowledge ſome bounds of their own 
Propriety, or Dominion. | 

- $. 12. The true ground and meaſure of 
the moſt general moral Vertues being thus 
laid down, and explained, it is eafie to de- 
fine and deduce all"the other more particular 
ſubordinate Verues, becauſe their very Ef: 
fence conſiſts in a readineſs 'of the Will to 
yield Obedience to all the Laws of Nature, 
as ſubordinate to this general one, of endea- 
vouring the Common good. Let us there- 
fore conſider and apply theſe two Rules laid 
down, and which we have already derived 
from this DiCftate of Reaſon, of ordaining 
Property in order to this End: So that 
though the former of theſe Rules preſcribes 
us to communicate our goods to others for 
. this purpoſe; yet ſo, that we may alſo re- 
ſervetoour ſelves ſuch a ſhare as is ſufficient 
for our own Happineſs and Well-being : And 
it is plain that this muſt be ſo preſcribed, ' be- 
cauſe it is ſtill neceſſary for this Common 
good; for unleſs every man's own Happineſs 
be conſidered in the firſt place, it would-be 
altogether in vain to perſuade men to endea- 


vour that of others: So that Liberality 1s to 
| be 
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be reduced to this head, as, being a kind of 
Juſtice, that conſiſts in the well-beſtowing 
our Goods .on others gratrs 3, yet its true 
meaſure is to be taken from this great Law 
above-mentioned; for every. part of Juſtice 
15 to be tried by ſome Law and .in eyery 
Law | to which any. Perſon can be obliged, 
there are to be con{jdered as well the natural, 
as pofitwe Laws of God, as allo the particu- 
lar Laws of Nations, or Commonweals, be. 
_ foreany Adion can be determined to be juſt 
or vertuous:: And this Liberality is known 
by divers Names, -according to: the variety 
of Objets which may require it, and on 
which we ought to. exerciſe, it. Thus if it 
exert it (elf on things that do (ignally ſerve 
for publick Benekit, it is called Gereroſity, or 
a publick Spirits to which- is: oppoſed on 
one ſide, the vain Profufion of the Ambiti- 
ousz and on the other fide, the baſe Penu- 
riouſneſs of the mean ſpirited, Towards the 

Poor and Miſerable it 1s termed Charit 
and Good natugez towards Strangers = 
received and entertained -in @ur Houſes, 
Hoſpitality. Whilſt in all theſe the true mea- 
ſure of Liberality is ſtil to be conſidered, as 
it conduces ta thoſe various parts of it, that 
conſtitute this Cammon Good of Mankiad ; 
that is, the procureng and maintaining mutu- 
al Amity,Afhiſtance, Fidelity,aod LORE, 
| e- 
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between divers Commonweals; or elſe 'to 
the well-being of all leſſer Societicg and Fa- 
milies; or, laſtly, to the Concord and Hap- 
pinelſs of the particular Members of the ſame 
Community 3 the Good of the leller being 
ſtill made ſubordinate to that of the grea- 
ter Body, according to the Rules before laid 
down. TI have been the more particular in 
determinipg the-true Standard of this firſt 
and moſt general Vertue,viz. Juſtice, becauſe 
allithe reft of the homelirical Vertues depen- 
dingupon it, and being to be explained ac» 
cording to the ſame meaſure, there will be 
no need particularly to repeat It. 

$. 13. But we ſhall now 'palsto the home- 
litical Vertues themſelves” that is, thoſe 
which particularly regard Humane Conver- 
fationz which ſore of Vertne- I thus define : 
(viz.) A Juſtice expreſſed towards others by 
the uſe of voluntary Signs, conducing to 
the Common Good of Mankind: And 
though by Voluntary Signs 1 chiefly mean 
Speech,yet!l here alſo take mall thoſe motians 
of the Countenance, and outward Geſtures 
of the Body, which uſually fignifie the vo- 
1luntary Declarations of the Mind, fince in all 
theſe, Aﬀability and Gravity ought to- be 
{till conſpicuous; but in Diſcourſe, mode- 
rare Silence. and Veracity ſerve to keep us 
within -the true bounds of Converſfation': 
Nor 
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Nor can I better explain the grounds of Af. 
fability and Gravity, than by putting you 
in mind of what we have already proved, 
That in all Ads of Juſtice towards others, 
true Prudence, ,and the Jargeſt Benevolence 
are required. Thus when all the due Signs 
of Prudence, or Diſcretion, are-expreſsd in 
a. Man's Behaviour and Converſation , it is 
then called Gravity 3 but when in_ thoſe-A- 
Qions there appears alſo all tokens of Good- 
will, or Benevolence, it is called Affability, 
from whence the oppoſite Vices are better 
underſtood; that is, on- the one fide, too 
great Severity and Moroſeneſs. of Manners ; 
and on the other, all Levity, and Vanity in 
Converſation, are repugnant: to true Gra- 
vity : And ſo likewiſe to Afﬀability on the 
one fide, Flattery 3 and on the other, Mo- 
rolity, are direfly oppolite, 

$.14.Þut becauſe Speech is the true Interpre- 
ter of the Mind, and only proper to Mankind, 
therefore this great Law of Nature preſcribes 
a mean in expreſling this natural Juſtice and 
Benevolence 1n our Diſcourſe, and whictt 1s 
moſt conſpicuous in divers; Vertues relazing 
to Converſation ; for, in the firſt place, we 
arc enjoyned- Silence, wheneyer that reve- 
rence we owe to God, or our Superiours, 
require it, or that the -Secrets of the Com- 
monyea]l, our Friends, Families, or thoſe re- 

| | lating 
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lating to our own private Concerns, ſhould 
not be diſcovered ; which yet is only a Ver- 
tue, as it is ſubſervient to the Common Good 3 
to which is oppoſed on the one fide, all un- 
neceſſary reſervedneſs, or ſparingneſs of 
Speech 3 which is not only an Enemy to all 
pleaſant Converſation , but alſo extreamly 
binders all Knowledge, which are the chief 
Benefits 'of Humane Society. But fince'all 
theſe ways of expreſſing our Minds by 
Words, doeither regard things paſt, or pre- 
ſent: 'This Law of the Common Good, pre- 
ſcribes us ſo to ſpeak coecerning things paſt 
' or pteſent, as we really know,or believe them 
to be, which is Veracity 3 or elſeif it only 
reſpe& future things to be performed by us, 
it preſcribes, That we only promiſe ſuch 
things to others, which may tend to, or at 
leaſt conſiſt with the Common Good, whe- 
ther our Promiſes are made without any 
Condition, or elſe with ſuch Conditions as 
the nature of this great end may require: 
And as: from theſe Promiſes, which are but 
Agreements, or ContraQs, between ſeveral 
Perſons, ſprings moſt of that Frade, or Com- 
merce, which is uſed amongſt Men; and 
this Vertue which maintains and-tulkills theſe 
Promiſes, or Agreements, is known by the 
Name of Faith, or Fidelity, ſo juſtly eſtee- 
- med among(t all Nations, but yet ſtill it pro- 

| cceds 
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ceeds from the ſame latention, and 1sdireted 
to the ſame End, that Men were deſirous to 
enter into Compadts, and that they ought to 
obſerve them when made; it-being neither 
lawful to make, or keep any, but ſuch as 
may well be- performed without the leaft 
violation of this great Law of endeavouri 
the Common Good : So that Juſtice, whi 
properly confiſts in the Obſervation of ſome 
Law, is ſo far from being reſolved (as fome 
would haveit) into the bare Obſervation'of 
Compads, that on the contrary it cannot be 
well underſtood, whether any Promiſe does 
oblige, until we are firſt ſatisfied, that ſuch 
a Bargain, or, Compad,- does conſiſt either 
with the expreſs Command, or at: leaſt Per- 
miflion of this great Law of Nature. 

$. 15. Laſtly, as for thoſe Vertues which 
more, immediately depend upon our Bene- 
volence towards others, ſince theſe cannot be 
expreſſed in our Diſcourſe, unleſs ſomething 
' pleaſant be mingled with it, for their ſakes 
with whom we converſe : This when perfor- 
med as it ought, is cailed Civility, or good 
Breeding. - But this Vertue is (till to be cir- 
cumſcribed by the ſame bounds as the reſt 
for by this Law it is provided, That nothing 
be ever ſpoke, fo much as 1n jeſt, which may 
intrench upon ' that Veneration we owe /to 
God, or that may diminiſh the Happineſs, py | 

— good 


| of the Law of Nature. 175 


od Name, of any honeſt and'innocent Pex 
Bins 5 and this Rule will be beſt obſerved; if 
neither the Laws of Nature,” nor the revea- 
led Will of God, nor thoſe of our own Com- 
monweal,; nor the private Concerns of Fa- 
milies, nor yet of particular Perfons, be ren- 
dredridicutous by our fooliſh and unſeaſo- 
nable Railtery : And as thoſe who offend a- 
'gainſt theſe Rules., are | guilty of Scur- 
rity and 'Prophaneneſs ; fo, 'on the other 
fide, ſuch as do abſolutely avoid all innocent 
Mirth and Pleaſantneſs in Converſation, do 
fall into the other extream of Crabbedneſs 
and Morofity. - 7 4 

&. 16. This may ſuffice concerning the 
firſt ſpecial Rule latd down, about our 

granting ro others fach a ſhare of the Neceſ- 
aries and Conveniencies of Life, as their 
Neceflities tequire, ' which is derived from 
the general Vertue of Juſtice, to which all 
thoſe Vertues we have now ſpoken of, are 
to be referred: So likewiſe the ſecond Rule 
(derived from this I aftice) viz.of a reſerving 
ſuch a ſhare of thoſe things, as that we may 
bein a Condition to provide for our ſelves 
and Families; yet fo as may ſtil} conſiſt with 
the Good and Happineſs of others. This 
Rule alſo conſtitutes and preſerves the Rights 
of particular Perſons, in orderto the promo. 
ting the Common Good of Mankind ewng 

there- 
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therefore we have only ſo far a, Right to all 
the 'Neceſlariesof Life, and are Likewiſe ob- 
liged ſo to make-uſe of them, as may beſt 
conduce to this End, (or at leaſt not to do 
any thing to-prejudice it) fo. that even Self- 
love ought to give:/place to this Law , and 
contain it ſelf within thoſe due bounds, which 
the former general Rule, , of yielding to 0- 
therstheir juſt Rights, does preſcribe 3 tho”. 
a limitted Self-love is always lawful, as being 
commanded by.the Law of Nature, in or- 
der to this great End. And. I have already 
ſhewn, That thereis a neceſlity_ of a Right 
and Propriety to particular Perſons in divers 
things, as neceſlary;/for their own Happineſs 
and Preſervation, yet ſubordinate to that of 
the Common Good,, which confiſts in that 
of all its particulax Members: -$o that the 
endeavour of this being once enjoyned, the 
care of the former. muſt neceſſarily follow, 
fince the Happineſs and Good of others, can- 
not be procured by us, if we abſolutely -ne- 
glet our own... But as the Body and Soul 
arethe two eſſential Parts of our Nature, a 
due Care of both is (till ſuppoſed tobe pre- 
feribed by all due means, in order to this 
End. 

. /$; 17. Butit is not to my purpoſe to, lay 
dawn any, Rules concerning the Culture of 
the Mind, That being the Buſineſs of Ethicks, 

or 


or Moral Philo 
F ſhall add 


Sleep, Diet, Contmence, &c. 
fer much from the natural Ru 
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y, which it is not my I- 
JOEY to treat ofz only 
mething farther concerning 
 Femperance, and the fabordinate Vertues 
therein contained; than I thought to ſpeak 
of; when I laſt mentioned that Vertue 3 I 
ſhall therefore thus define Temperance, to - 
be a Juſtice towards our ſelves, in the due _ 
Care of our Bodies, and Fortunes, for our 
own Preſervation, in order tothe Common 
Good': For though this Vertue preſcribes 
divers moral Rules of Health ,. concerni 


je they cir 


cians- concerning the ſame- things, 


_ think they have ſufficiently don 


, no. Man can look 


n- 


r part, 
in givinge ir Rules, or Advice, concerning 
the th of their Patients 5 whereas the - 

ſame Rules, morally conſidered, and conſti- 

tuting this Temperance as a Vertue, aredi- 
Qed to/a far nobler End, (vis.) the pre- 
ſervation of Health, both of Body and Soul, 
in'order to the Common Good 3 for ſurely 
upon a Man to be endued 
with this Vertue, who ſhou'd never ſocareful- 
ly obſerve all the DireQions of his Phyſician, 
only-for the preſervation of his own Health, 
without any conſideration of the Laws of 
Nature relating to this great End. And fur- 


ther, If avy Man, *” without any pre- 


who 


Jadice 
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Judice to his Health, do ſo much indulge his 
Genizs, as to keep a Table above his Eſtate, 
and thereby become unable to provide for 
his Family, or to contribute to the publick 
charges of the Commonweal,he is tighly guil- 
ty of Intemperance, though perhaps he may 
do it without any prejudice to his Health. - 

$. 18. And as for that other ſort of Tem- 
perance, called Chaſtity, or Continence, [ 
need not farther to declare how, much the 
| Common Good and Happineſs of Mankind 
depend upon it , baving already ſhewn di- 
vers of thoſe Evils, and. Inconveniencies, 
that do neceſlarily follow the contrary Vi- 
ces: I ſhall only add, That it is. ſufficient 
that the commiſſion of this Offence of In-: 
continence, makes a Man guilty of another's 
Sin, as well as his own: Therefore I define 
Chaſtity to be the abſtaining from all inor- 
dinate, or forbidden Luſts, in order to-the 
Common Good, or for the propagation of 
Mankind 3; and therefore is not only confi- 
ned to the bare forbidding of Fornication, 
but a!fo extends it ſelfto that moral Obliga- 
tion, or Contra, which we call Marriage: 
So that out of a conſideration of this great 
End, thoſe promiſcuous Copulations between 
Brothers and Siſters, and divers other near 
Relations, . which upon the brit Peopling of 
the World were lawtul, becauſe then _ 
ary 
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fary for the propagation of Mankind, are 
now , for the Reaſon, become un- 
lawful z fince without an abhorrence of this 
Copulation between Brothers and Siſters, it 
were hard, if not ian, that the Cha- 

ſtity of ſuch young Perſons, converling fo 
conſtantly and intimately together | 
their youth, ſhould be otherwiſe preſerved, 
without -an early. prepoſſeſhon of the hor- 
rour of ſuch. promiſcuous Copulations. And 
hence alſo I ſuppoſe, That Natural Reaſon 
taught moſt Nations, after Mankind began 
to be multiplied upon the Earth 3 and the 
memory of their firſt original Relation they 
had toeach other, to be forgotten, to prohibit 
Marriage between near Relations, that by 
this means new Friendſhips, and ſtricter 
Bonds of Amity, ſhould be contracted be- 
tween Families and Perſons not nearly rela- 
ted in Blaod 3 from whence a larger diffu- 

\ fion of Friendſhip and Kindneſs, proceedin 

from this Relation, might be ſpread among 
Perſons not only of the ſame Commonweal, 
but of divers. Nations; and alſo that thoſe 
Factions, and Enmities, which would often 
happen between particular Men , and Fa- 
milics, were they only to. marry 1nto their 
own Clan, or Tribe, may be prevented; 
or if begun, may, by freſh Alliances, be re- 
conciled and taken away. $0 that its evi- 
N 2 dent, 
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dent, That the'Reaſon of this Vertue! of 

Chaſtity , or Commence, can no way be 
truly explained, or underſtood; without a 
true knowledge of the End for which it 
was ordained, v3z. the Comman Peace, Hap- 
paneſs, and Preſervation of Mankind. 

$. 19. I ſhall only add foatewhat more - 
concerning that other ſort of Temperance, 
relating to qur ſeeking after, and acquiring 
thoſe outward Goods often conducing, 
though nat abſolutely _— , to our 
Well being, Co Riches and Rlonour 
and therefore the ſame general Law which 
limits our Love towards our ſelves, in order 
to the Common Good, ought alſo, from the 
ſame Conſideration, to limit and regulate 
our Deſires, both in acquiring and keeping 
theſe Advantages 3 and therefore they are 
to be ſought for to- no other End, than as 
they may render us more capable of promo- 
ting the great End aboye-mentioned, and to 
which they ought always to be ſubordinate. 
The former of theſe Vertues relating to 
Riches, is called Moderation, which 1s a li- 
mitted Carein acquiring and keeping Riches; 
of which I need ſpeak no farther, having. 
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called Modeſty, and may be defined' a; Ju- 
ſice towards our ſelves, in a reaſonable De-- 
fire of Honours, in order to the Common 
_ Good; and therefore confiſts ini a due Me- 
diocrity, as well in deſiring Honours, as a- 
voiding Infamy ; and this Vertue, as it curbs 
the Defire from ſeeking bigher Fhings than 
the Perſon/ really deſerves, or may well pre- 
tend to, in orderto thisgreat End; is called 
Humility 3 which is a low or true eſteem of 
a Man's ſelf, or perſonal Merits, But as this 
Defireof the Common Good, often elevates 
the Mind to the performing of great and 
noble Actions, wes bog may acquire the 
higheſt Honours, it is then caJed Magnani- 
mity z and therefore the Magnanimous is 
ſtill ſuppoſed to be endued with perfe& Ver« 
tue, and a moſt large Defire of the Common 
Good of Mankind, as believing he hath rea- 
ſon to judge himſelf worthy: of any Honour . 
that he can-juſily pretend io: And1 —_—_ 7 
every Man is ſeafible, That it is a part of the 
ſame Vertue, not only to ſeek for true Heo- 
nour, but alſo to take care to preſerve it, 
when it is obtained : And from the Confide- 
ration of theſe Vertues, the\contrary Vi- 
c2s are more eaſily underſtood;; for Pride is 
direQly oppolice both to Magnanimity, and 
Humility ſhewing it ſelfin-aiprepoſterousAm- 
birion, fooliſh Arrogance,orVaim-glory;and fo 
N23. a 
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likewiſe Pufillanimity, or meanneſs of Spi- 
-Yit, is direaly contrary to Magnanimi- 
ty. | 
; ry 20. Thus we have run through al- 
moſt all the particular Vertues, and do 
ſtill find in each of them a conſtant Re- 
ſpe&, or Tendency, to the Common Good 
of Mankind :' So that whether they regard 
our ſelves or others, the ſame great End 
is ſtill intended by God, the moſt Wile 
Legiſlator : And this Law being thus e- 
ſtabliſhed , there is therein contained the 
largeſt and moſt diffuſive Society between 
. divers Nations, or Commonweales, and the 
trueſt Love and Benevolence between all 
the Members of the ſame Commonweal, 
as alſo between) particular Families: So that 
there may be hence demonſtrated and de- 
termined the' certain Rules and Meaſures 
_ of true Piety towards God, as diſtinguiſh'd 
from Impiety and Superſtition; and alſo 
of -all other Vertues towards Men, which 
muſt be firſt truly known, and applied to 
their right Objefts, that the Names of theſe 
 Vertues, when falſly. impoſed on AQions 
contrary to the Laws of God and Nature, 
may not deceive us : For it is hence evÞ 
dent, That all the parts of univerſal Ju- 
{tice and Benevolence, (v7z.) all the parti- 
calar Vertnes contained under them , -=_ 
only 
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only commanded in order to this Common 
Good ; becauſe it is manifeſt by Experience, 
That ſuch Juſt and Benevolent Actions, are 
always endued with a natural Power of 
procuring and promoting the Common 
Peace and Happineſs of divers Nations and 
Commonweals, as alſo of leſſer Societies and 
particular Perſons 3 of all which, conſidered 
1n their due order and ſubordination to each 
other, this Common Good of Mankind is 
made, up, and conſiſts. 
_  $. 21. And, farther, it may be hence clear- 
ly ſhewn what is 'that Right Reaſon, by 
which every prudent: Man ought to pre- 
ſcribe to himſelf a juſt Mediocrity in all 
his moral A&ions; for it only confiſts 
in practical Propoſitions, propoting or 
declaring. to us this great End; and 
alſo ſhewing us all the means in our 
Power whereby we may attain itz which 
are thoſe that, in- the firſt place, preſcribe 
the. Rules of Piety, and Divine Worſhip, 
both private and publick. (2.) Thoſe that 
concern the Society and Commerce of di- 
vers Nations and Commonweals. (3.) All 
poſitive Laws, whether CiviF or Domeſtick, 
tending to the Good of the Civil Society 
wherein we live. (4.) True and rational 
Concluſions , drawn from Knowledge, or 
. Experience, cither of our ſelves, or others, - 
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concerning the natural - of Things 
and Actions, all which are. at laſt reſol- 
ved into the natural Power of ſuch Hu- 
mane Adions,- as may either benefit, or 
_ hart Mankind, conſidered. apart, or 4n an 
aggregate Body, as in a Family, or Nati- - 
on 5 fince Experience doth- not with ef 
certainty teach us, what kind of AdGons are 
beneficial, or hurtful to Mankind ; then it 
ſhews what ſort of Diet will either nouriſh, 
or deſtroy us: Nor is jt more dafhcult to 
-underſtand the Truth of "this Propoſition, 
That a right, or equal Diſtribution of 

all Things neceſſary for Life, is requiſite to | 
the Common Good and Happineſs. of Man- 
kind, than it is to know in Phyſick, That 
itisn for the Life and Health of an 
Animal, that a due propartion of Nouriſh- 
ment be equally diſtributed to all its Parts, 
or Members; both which Truths, are groun- 
ded on the ſame natural. Principles , {vis.) 
That the ſame Things which preſerve the - 
whole, do alſo preſerve all its -partsz and, 
vice verſa, the ſame Things which preſerve - 
all the Parts, or Members, do likewiſe ſerve 
to the Conſervation of the whole 3 which 


being evident from true Principles, is a 


* Science taught by Experience, drawn from 
the Nature of Things. 
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' <q no m_ the immutable a 4 
cacy of Corpareal C -OC Las -M 

the prodadiiog of their Mp all Hu» 
mane Bodies, depends all the Certainty and 
ledge of Natural Philoſophy and Phy- 


Know 
fick : So likewiſe from their immutable In- 
fluence, or Powersoa Humane Actions, for 
the Conſervation of particular Perſons, Fa- 
Corzlery fthoſa pracied Eropaliices cal 

of t ons, cal- 
led Natural - qd which conſtitute Moral 
Philoſophy,ſhewing and determining the Na- 
ture - all _ TROP WA _ Va- 
riety of Ations, whi may. cribed to 
Perlons in diſtint Families,or mane, 
and under various Circumſtances of Life , 
more repugnant to the conſtant Care of pre» 
ſerving all the Parts, or Members, whi 
cofitribute to this great End , than the di-- 
yerſity of Diety, and ways of living peculiar 
to divers, Climates, Ages, or Conſtitutions 
of Men's Bodies, are to the conſtant Care 
that all Men have of preſerving their own. 
Lives and Healths, according to the (everal 

Neceffities of their Natures: For as in theſe 
fe cannot, by doing whatever we will, 


romote this End 3 but- Nature hath pur 
ome limits thereutfto, although our weak 
Underſtandings cannot attain to a nice, or 
mathematical exaQneſs in aſligning them, - as 
"we 
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we may live long and healthfully enough, 
without weighing our Meat/and:Driok, like 
Leſſiws ; lo we \may- likewiſe procure the 
Common Good, as far. as liesin our Power, 
although we do not always perform that 
which 1s abſolutely or fimply beſt in all Caſes; 
It is as much as God the Legiſlator requires, 
If we truly endeavour it, and contribute as 
far as we are able unto this great End. —- 

$. 23- In the laſt place, I ſhall here repeat 
what I have before laid down, That this 
Common Good of Rationals, as it is a Col- 
letion of all natural Goods {and the grea- 
teſt of all others) ſo it is the true Standard 
of all other Goods, either natural, or moral : 
So that by our comparing them with this, we 
may truly determine whether they are grea- 
ter, or leſs than each other; and ſo whether 
they are principally to be deſired and ſought 
after, or to be poſtponed to other greater 
Goods, Likewiſe the ſame meaſure where 
the proportion of theſe Goods is taken, gives 
us a true eſtimate of all the contrary E- 
vils, and ſo (ſhews us what is more, or les 
to be avoided, or repented of. 

$. 24. We may alſo hence learn what 
degrees of Paſſions, or AfﬀecCtions are law- 
ful ; for it is certain, That only ſuch a pro- 
portion of Aﬀedctions are required , as are 
congruous to our Rational. Nature, and 


exactly * 
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. exaQtly anſwering the- true Eſtimate of 
thoſe good, or evil Things by which they 
are excited. but fince the Government of 
- our Appetites and Paſſions, is: a thing of 
ſo great moment, as that on which all 
_ our Vertue and Happineſs (as far as it is 
in our Power) depends; which Govern- 
ment proceeds from our knowledge of a 
true meafure of all Goods, and Eyvils, accor- 
ding to which they are to be judged 3 
therefore I ſhall be the Jarger in explai- 
ning what 1 have . little before laid down, 
(viz.) That the Commori Good ought to 
be the Standard of all our 'AﬀeQions and 
Paſſions, as being fo ordained by God, 
and determined by the Nature of Things; 
which is evident, in that we have dey 
ſtrated this Common Good , to b&*hat 
great End, to whoſe proſecution all Men 
are naturally obliged, by the Will of God, 
as a Legiſlator, who muſt have given us 
the knowledge of any thing as Good, or 
Evil, to little purpoſe, "unleſs he had alſo 
given us a Rule by which we might judge | 
of the ſeveral meaſures, or degrees of this 
Goodneſs: So that this Common Good 
being once eſtabliſhed as a certain Meaſure, 
or Standard for this End, the Good of 
each particular Perſon will bear fach a pro- 
| Portion to that of the whole Body of 
#7 Ratio- 
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 Rationals, as the Soundneſs of any one 
Member, does to the Health of the whole 
Body. - So from the knowledge of this Or- 
der of-divers ſubordinate Goods, and the 
proportion which any one of them bears 
to the. Common, or Greateſt Good, ma 
eafily be ded much. the Well- 
being , or Happineſs of. every ſingle Per- 
ſon, may contnibute to that of the whole 
Family; . the Felicity of a Family, to that 
of a Commonwealth ; that of a Common- 
weal, to the Happineſs of all Nations ; 
and of all theſe conſidered together, what 
proportion they may bear to the Common 
Felicity of Mankind. So that hence you. 
may, be eaſily ſatisfied how much the 
knagledge of this one Truth, conduces 
tokgar right , proſecution of this great End, 
and, indeed, Sum of all the Laws of Na- 
ture. : 

\ $.25. Laſtly, (which yet ought rather 
to have been put in the firſt-place of all) 
Jet us conſider the chief and principal of 
all the moral Vertues, Love, or Piety to- 
wards God, expreſled in all the Ads of 
Divine Worſhip, as Prayer, Praiſe, Thank(- 
giving , &c. This muſt needs be a Ver- 
tue, fince it does that whichis highly grate- 
ful and-pleafing to God the Head of all Ra- 
tional Beings, and ſpeaking after the man- 
ner 
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ner of us Men, performing ſomewhat Good, 
and agreeable to bis Divine Nature; and 
which alſo in reſpe& ofour ſelves, makes us 
moſt happy, not only by rendring the Dei- 
ty propitious to us, but alſo by a nearer 1pi- 
ritual approach and converſation with it, in 
thoſe holy Exerciſes, it puts us in the happieſt - 
' ſtate we can be capable of in this mortal 
Life, and ſo makes us more able to perform 
the great End of our Creation, ('vis..) Our 
contributing to the Common Good of Ra- 
tional Beings. 

' '$. 26. 1 have been the larger in laying 
down, and explaining this Law, as a Mea- 
ſure, or Standard of all good AQtons , to 
the end that we ſhould eſteem all Good, or 
Evil, not as it more or lefs profits or hurts 
our own particular Bodies alone, but as ic 
may more or lefs add to, or detradt from 
this Common Good: So that in comp:ring 
of all Goods together, whether Natural vr 
Moral, we ought ſtill to look upon that 
as the greateſt Good which conferrs moſt ; 
and that to be the leaſt, which contributes 
leaſt to this great End, which: is therefore ' 
to be deſired, or profecuted by us with pro. - 
portionableAfﬀecions and Endeavours:From 
whence alſo may be drawn a peneral and 
powerful Renal, againſt all thoſe inordi- 
nate Paſlions proceeding from exceſlive. Self 
Love, 
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Love, by which Men are moſt commonly 
drawn to hurt or injure others: For a Man 
who thus governs himſelf, will not extra- 
vagantly defire any of theſe outward Things, 
nor Caffer his Soul to be diſturbed by the con- 

ſc1ouſneſs of any Crime, who pigs nothing 
' truly Good, but what really conduces to the 
common Good of Rationals. 

6. 27. Thus I hope | have demonſtrated 
the true Reaſons and Grounds 'of Moral 
Good and Evil, or of Vertue and Vice; and 
have endeavoured to render Moral Philo. 
ſophy (or the true Knowledge of the Laws 
of Nature) a praQtical Science, and not 
merely Speculative, or Notional , like that 
of the Stoicks; who whil(t they allowed 
nothing to be really. good , but Vertue'; 
or Evil, except Vice; and a ſuch a 
ther to extol the real Good of the for- 
mer, and: declaim apainſt the certain Evil 
of the latter 3 yet by not giving us the true 
Reaſons, or Grounds, why Vertue ſhould be 
embraced, and Vice avoided, they rendred 
\ their Fhiloſophy merely ſpeculative, and 
only fit for thole 1dle. Porches in which they 
declaimed, ſcarce having any farther 1nflu- 
ence upon the Actions of Life, when et- 
ther their own Atie&ions, or any power- 
ful outward Tempration, did at any time 
prowpt them to act coatrary thereunto: 


For 
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For Vertue is only to be eſteemed as the 
' bigheſt or moſt perfe& Good'z not as it is. 
a well-ſounding Word, or that fills our Minds 
with ſome vainempty Notions, but asit de- 
termines our Actions to their utmoſt influe- 
ence upon the Common Good of Rational 
Beings, whichis the only true Piety, as con- 
fiſting in the Performance of the Commands 
and Will of God, by the imitation of his Di- 
vine Goodneſs and Beneficence. 

$. 28. So that I ſhall conclude this Cha. 
pter with Dr, Parker's excellent Confidera- 
' tion on this Subject 3 and which being bet- 
_ ter than any thing that I can now think 
of, I ſhall make bold to give 
it you almoſt in his own the Law. pag. 
Words, with a little alterati- 23: 
on. $0 that it is now demonſtratively cer- 
tain by induQtion of Particulars (according 
to the method we have now taken) that 
every Vertue hath ſome natural Efficacy to 
promote the Common Good of Rational ; 
and is no otherwiſe a Vertue, but as it con- 
tributes to this great End, and that each 
Man's true private latereſt and Happinels, 
1s therein contained, and inſeparably con- 
neſted with it, by the neceſlary order 
of Nature, #. e by the Contrivance and 
Wiſdom of Divine Providence : So that no- 
thing can be moceevident, chan that 1ts Au- 
thor 
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thor ener bg his _ Creatures, 
that are capable” of any knowledge of his 
Will, and ſence of their Duty, to a&t fui. 
tably to that Order-of Things which he - 
hath eſtabliſhed in che World, and to that 
Declaration of his Will, which he hath 
_— SED 
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CHAP. V.- 

Containing an Anſwer to ſuch ObjeCtions as may 
' be made apainſt the Law of Nature, thus exs+ 
plained and reduc'd into this Propoſition, Of 
Endeavouring the Common Good of Ratio- 
nal Beings ; with a Concluſion, proving this 


fo be the ſum of all Laws, whether Natural of 
| Revealed, 


$. 1. C\! Ince there are two ſorts of men, who 
according to their ſeveral Principles, 

and Inclinations, may make different Obje- 
ions againſt this our Method of proving, 
and deducing the Law of Nature, and con- 
traQting it into this ſing'e ealie Propoſition, of 
our endeavouring the common good of Ra- 
tional] Beings ; I ſhall therefore divide them 
into Platoniſts, or Epicureans. Thoſe who 
put the whole ſtreſs of their belief of the Laws 
of Nature upon innate Ideas, or Principles of 
Moral! Good and Evil impreſt by God upon 
mens Souls ; and who, I doubt not, may have 
a true zea] (though without knowl-dge) for 
this Common Good ; which 1s more than I 
can promiſe for thoſe, who fal ing into the 
other extream, will not acknowledge that we 
can have any tru ? or cert 111 notion, or idea, of 
this Common Good, lo as to make it the 
© min 
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main end of all our Actions. I ſhall therefore 
inthe firſt place confider thoſe ObjeQions that 
may be made by the former fort of Men; 
whoſe firſt Objection may be this, That it is 
molt ſuitable to the goodneſs of God to im- 


print upon the minds of men certain Chara- 


ters and Notions of himſelf, and a!ſo of thoſe 
Moral Duties which he requires of thei : 
and not to leave them in the dark, and in 


doubt about things of ſo great a Concernment 


to. them ; lince by that means he would not 
only. have ſecured himſelf of that Worſhip 


and Veneration which is due from ſo Intelli- 


gent a Creature as Man, but would alſo with 
great eaſe and certainty have taught him his 
duty towards himſelf, and others, without 
puting him to the troub'e and pains of diſco- 
vering his Exiſtence, and a!l thoſe Moral Du- 
ties that depend upon it, by ſo tedious a Me- 
thod as I have here propoſed ;. which every 
man hath not time to inquire into, nor per- 
haps Facultics ſtrong enough ro make fuch 
rational Concluſions or DeduCQtions from the 
Nature of Gad, and other things, for the un- 


dmoading of the Laws of Nature, as we 


have here laid down : and therefore, that God 
(who doth all things by the beſt and eaſieſt 
means) hath impreſt all the Notions or Ideas 
of Good and Eyil upon mens Souls. 


6.2. To 
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$. 2. To which ObjeQion I need return no 


other Anſwer than what is already made by 


the Author of the Eſſay concerning Humas 
Vader fevding (fo often cited by me) ; I ſhall 
therefore give it you in his own words, 
Book I. chap. 4. $. 12. This Argument, if it 


be of any force, will prove much more than thoſe 


who uſe it in this caſe expett from it ; for if we 


may conclude, That God hath done for men, all 
that men ſhall judge « beſt for them, becauſe it is 
ſuitable for his Goodneſs ſo todo ; it will prove 
not only, that God hath imprinted on the minds 4 
men an Idea of himſelf ; but that he hath plainly 
ſtamped there, in fair Charadters, all that men 
ought to know or believe of him, and all that they 
ought 30 dp in obedtence to his Will ; and that he 
hath given them a Will and Aﬀedtions conformable 
to it, This no doubt every one will think is better 
for men, than that they ſhould in the dark grope 
after K powledge, as St. Paul fell ws, all Nations 
id after God, As YIIL 27. or than that 
their Wills ſbould claſh with their Under ſtand- 
ings, and their Appetites croſs their Duty, The 
Romaniſts /ay, *Ti beſt for men, and ſo ſuita- 
ble to the Goodneſs of God, that there ſhould be 
an Infallible Fudge of Controverſies on Earth, 
and therefore there is one : And I by the ſame 
reaſon ſay, *I's better for men that every man 
himſelf ſhould be infallible. IT leave them to 
conſider, whether by the force of this Argument 
| -O ® they 
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they, ſpall think that every man is ſo, TI thinkit 
& very good Argument to ſay, the infinitely Wiſe 
God hath made it ſo, and therefore it is beſt. But 
it ſeems to me a little too much confidence of our 
Wiſdom, to ſay, I think it beſt, and therefore God 
hath made it ſo; and in the matter in hand, it will 
be in vain to argue from ſuch a Topick, that God 
hath done ſo, when certain Experience ſhews us 
that he hath not. But the Goodneſs of God hath 
not been wanting to mien, without ſuch original ims- 
preſſions of Kpowleadge, or Ideas ſtamped on the 
mind, ſince he hath furniſhed man with thoſe Fa- 
talties which will ſerve for the ſufficient diſcove- 
ry of all things requiſite to the end of ſuch a Be- 
zng : And I doubt not but toſhew, that a man by 
the right uſe of his natual Abilities may, without 
any innate Principles, attain to the knowledge of 
4 God, and other things that concern him : God 
h wving endued man with thoſe faculties of Kyzow- 
ledge which he hath, was no more obliged by his 
Goodneſs to implant theſe innate Notions in his 
' Mind , than that having given him Reaſon, 
Hands and Materials, he ſoul d alſo build him 
Bridges, or Houſes ; which ſome 'People in the 
World, however of good natural parts, do either 
totally want, or are but ill provided of as well as 
others are, (perhaps) wholly withqut Tdeas of God, 
and Principles of- Morality, or at leaft have but” 
wery Hl ones. The reaſon in both Caſes being this, 
That they wever employed their Parts, _—_— 
mw” an 
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and Powers induftriouſly that way , but contented 
themſelves with the Opinions., Faſhions ," and 
things of their Countrey, as they found them, 
without looking | any" farther. So far this 
Learned Author,” 


g 3. And as for what is farther urged, the 
difficulties of the coming to the knowledge of 
the Being of a God, by the'tnethod we pro- 
poſe,. if this:were not pig "to be read from 
e great Book: of the World, 'St. Paithadin 

vain accuſed the general corruption-of the 

Gentiles, and” their 1015 of the knowledge of 
the true God,” as he'doth' in the'r ft of the 
Romans, V. 19, 20. Becanſe'that which may be 
known of God is manifeſt in them, for God hath 
ſhewed it unto them : For the inviſible things of 
him from the creation of the world are clearly 
ſeen, being under ſtood by the things that are maat, 
even his eternal power, and Goahead : ſo that 
| they are without excuſe. Where you may ob- 
ſerve, the Apoſtle here appeals to the com- 
mon Reaſon of Mankind, guided by things 
- without us, for the proof of the Exiſtence of | 
a Deity, that they may be left withour all ex- 

cuſe for this their wilful ignorance and ne- 

glect. 


Q. 4. And as for the other part of the Ob- 
jection, concerning the difficulty and labori- 
Es O 3 oulneſs 
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ouſneſsof the Method we have here propoſed, 
for the diſcovery of the Law of Nature, and 
the weakneſs of mens Faculties, for the mak- 
ing ſuch rational Concluſions from the Nature 
of Things; I think that will tignifie much 
leſs than the former, if thoſe that make this 
ObjeQion will pleaſe to conſider how obvious 
ſuch Concluſions are, and how eaſily made 
out, in the Third Chapter of this Diſcoufle ; 
where I particularly treat of the Natural 
Power of mens Minds, in making Obſervati- 
ons from the Nature of Things, and redu- 
cing them into certain prattical Propoſitions, 
in order to their own future happineſs, in 
- conjunction with that of others : So that I 
think 1 may ſafely affirm, that thoſe who are 

not of Natural Parts ſufficient to diſcover the 
| Beingofa God, and a Providence; as allo to 
underſtand the Laws of Nature, which de» 
pend upon that Knowledge: If they did but 
_ duly apply their Minds to think upon their 
own Original, and that of the World, by true 
Principles of Reaſon, muſt be either Fools or 
Madmen, and ſo not capable SubjeCts of the 
Laws of Nature, as not being to be reckoned 
amoneſt rational Creatures; or elſe, which 
is worſe, are down-right Atheiſts ; who, to 
indulge their own unreaſonable Lufts and 
Paſſions, do abſolutely deny all thoſe clear 
Demonſtrations from Natural Things, which 
are 


; Hans 
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are brought for the proof of a Deity, and of 


their Duty towards it. .. 


$. 5- And tholI grant that all men do not 
_ ordin-rily reduce all che Laws of Nature into 
this one ſingle Propoſition, of endeavouring 
this common good of Rational Beings, or 
may not have an explicite Notien of it ; Yet 
this will not hinder, but that they may for all 
that really purſue it, tho* they may not have 
ſo large and perfect a knowledge of the 

rounds of their Duty, as they would have 
if they were ſenſible of this Idea: For it a 
man be but throughly convinced that he is 
Not made for himſelf alone, but that Ie ought 
to mind the good and preſervation of others 
beſides himſelf; and thit he doth truly cb- 
ſerve the Laws of Nature towards himſelf, 
by a temperate and a rational Life: As alſo, 
towards his Neighbour, by obſerving that 
great Rule, - of doing as he would be done iy, 
in all caſes towards others. 1 ſay, ſuch a 
man, tho? never ſo ſimple and ignorant in 0- 
ther things, doth really contribute his ſhare 
of endeavour towards procuring the com- 
mon good : And tho' he may not diſtintly 
know all the true reaſons and grounds of his 
own Actions ; yet if he thus lead his Life, 
; and obſerve all theſe Rules tending to this 
End, I doubt not but that he will meet with 
O14 all 
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all thoſe Rewards intended by God for Vertu- 
ous Ations; provided he have never heard 
of, or at leaſt wiltully refuſed the more per- 
fect Law of the Goſpel, delivered by our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, when duly propoſed to 
him. Thus a Countrey Carpenter may de- 
ſerve ſufficient Wages, and Commendation, 
if he can build a Houſe, and honeſtly perform 
his Work. according to thoſe few praCtical 
Rules he hath learnt, tho? he doth not un- 
Ceiſtand all the Principles of Geometry, or 
ArchiceQure, according to which, all that 
he hath wrought may eaſily be demonſtrated 
to him, if he will but take the pains to un- 
derſtand them. 


$. 6. There is another Obje&ion which this 
fort of men. may make againſt our Method of 
hnding out, and demonſtrating this'great 
Law of Nature, 1n that | make every man's 
obligation to endeavour it, to ariſe from its 
being good or evil to himſelf alone ; » here- 
by ir may ſeem, as if we ſappoſed the honour 
of God, and the common good of ,mankind 
were to be poſtponed, and made ſubſervient 
to the happineſs of any particular perſon. 
To ſatisfie which Scruple,TI do in the firſt place 
affirm, that we do not intend any ſuch thing, 
ſince we have all along endeavoured to eſta- 
bliſh the quite contrary DoQtine ; For I al- 
OCR T > We - <0 N Fr | ſerty 
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ſert, that no man hath any Right, properly ſo 
called, to his own Life or Being, burin order, 
and as it conduces to the honour and ſervice 
of God, and the common good of mankind. 
| T ſhall therefore now more diſtinly declare 
how theſe (tho* ſome may think them con- 
trary toeach other) do very well conſiſt. In 
the firſt place therefore I deſire you to take 
notice, that our Natural Obligation to this 
Law is not diſcovered by us in the ſame order 
and method, as it is conſtituted by God in the 
nature of Things; for our weak, finite Under- 
ſtandings, whena&ting without the aſſiſtance 
of Divine Revelation, do ſlowly enough at 
firſt, attain to the knowledge of Individual, 
or Single Things ; and thence taking riſe 
from ſuch common eftesas are moſt obvious 
to our Senſes, proceed to their more obſtruſe 
Cauſes, until at length diſcovering one Inh- 
nite Being, called God, to be the firſt Cauſe 
and Creator of all things. We from thence 
colle&t not only what is his Nature, bur alio 
what is his Will ; whereby we do -nut only 
find that he is the beſt, and moſt perfe&t Be- 
ing ; But that as ſuch,he willeth and procures 
the-good and preſervation, not of ſome few 
Singulars alone, but of the whole Spectes cf 
Mankind. And laſtly, that he would have 
us men .cooperate, as ſubordinate, '(tho free 
Agents) to this End, as the greateſt and _ 
| thic 
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thieft we can undertake : Which tho? it be the 
laſt thing we come to the knowledge of, yer 
is that which is firſt and chiefly intended by 
God, as the principal obje&t of our Know- 
ledge, and'the main End of all our Moral 
A&tions. So that it ſeems evident, this know- 


ledge of. our ſelves, and of things thus learnt 


from experience and obſervation, was intended 
by God, only to ſerve as ſteps to raiſe us to 
that larger knowledge, and nobler deſire of 
purſuing the common good of Rationals, as 
the ſum of all our Moral Duties. -And that 
our Wills and AﬀeCtions towards this end,are 
not to be regulated or direfted in the ſame or- 
der, by which this common good comes tobe 


diſcovered ; z. e.i (with a reſpe&to our ſelves 


alone) ; but from a true judgment concern- 


ing the meaſures of that natural good and per- | 


fection therein contained, So that tho' we 
are at firſt indeed excited ta the.procuring our 
own happineſs, as the prime and moſt natu- 
ral motive of all our Actions ; yet wecome 
at laſt upon better conſideration to diſcover, 
that this happineſs of ours 15 contained in our 
ende1vours of the Common good of Rational 
Beings, and is inſeparable from it, as the can- 
fervation of any of our particular Members 
is contained in the health and preſervation of 


the whole Body. 
d. 7. 
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$.'7. And this Propoſition, that every ſin- 
gle man's good is contained in the common- 
good, proves indeed, that the ſanQion of this 
general Law, 1s by rewards and puniſhments 
to Every fingle man : But that Every is not to 
be reſtrained to. my ſelf, or any one man a» 
lone, but extends alike to each other man, or 
all men : Since it is eviderit, that ctheſz words 
(Every man) colleQively taken, amount to 
all men ; as every part colleQively taken ſig- 
mifies the whole. And tho' the main end in- 
tended by God, the Leg7/ator, from ſuch Re- 
' wards and Puniſhments, are obedience to his 
Laws, and the preſervation of Mankind, as 
his Subjets (which are indeed of much grea- 
ter value to him, than the happineſs of any 
— perſon) ; Yet will it not detra& 
fromthe perfeCtion or ſincerity of this obedi- 
ence, if from the conſideration of a man's own 
particular happineſs or miſery, he thereby 
comes to conſider and underſtand, that God 
hath commanded him to purſue an higher and 
nobler end than thar a'one ; yer to. which his 
own happineſs or miſery are inſeparably con- 


nected. 

Q. 8. I come in the laſt place to theſe ob- 
jections, that may be made by men of quite 
contrary Principlesz and who will not ac- 
knowledge, that we either can, or ought to 
propoſe 


- a 
204. A brief Diſquiſition 
propoſe this common good, as the Sum of all 
the Laws of Nature, and the main end of all 
our Moral Actions. Their firſt objeCtion may 
be this; That it ſeems not ſuitable to God s 
Infinite Goodneſs, and Power, and Wiſdom, 
in the Government of Mankind, if he did re- 
ally intend its good and happineſs (as we here 
ſuppoſe) to permit ſo great a Deſign to be 
bo often diſturbed, if not quite fruſtrated, in 
divers parts of the World, by the various 
Paſſions, and unreaſonable Appetites, of. fo 
many violent, wicked and-unjult men; which, 
if Mankind is well conſidered, do make up the 
greateſt part of: this Aggregate Body. 

In anſwer to. this objection, I might tell 
- thoſe that make it, -thar' the true original of 
that depraved State of Mankind, -and from 
which all that Diſorder, which we now find 
in Humane Nature is' derived, was the. Fall 
of Adams, the firſt Father of Mankind ; who 
thereby conveyed a weakneſs of Reaſon, and 
that prevailing. Power which we feel in our 
ſenſial Appetites and Paſſions: to all his Po- 
ſterity, whereby man is become very prone to 
Evil, and too apt to tranſgreſs the Lzws of 
Nature. But I ſhall not in(ilt upon this, be- 
_ cauſe the Gentlemen with whom I have to 
do, may laugh at all Divine Revelation, nor 
accept of any Proofs as fufficient, but what 


can be brought from meer Natural Reaſon. 
Iſhall 
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I ſhall therefore anſwer them. in their own. 
way ; and ſhall firſt of all grant ; That God 
might, if he had thought fit, have created 
Man without any poſlibility of ſinning, and 

| have determined him only to that which is 
morally good. But then God hath not crea» 
red a Man, but quite another Creature : For 
he having made Man to conſiſt of two diffe- 
rent Principles, a Body and. a Sou! ; the one 
to be driven on by Senſual Appetites and Paſ- 
ſions ; the other to be governed by Reaſon: 
It was neceſſary that he ſhould be carried to- 
wards Good or Evil, as one or other of theſe 
ſhould prevail. . So that conſidering what 
ſort of Creature God hath made us, he hath 
done all he.need<d to do towards the good 
and happineſs of Mankind; Suppoſing that 
\ he hath created us, and deals with us as free, 
voluntary Agents, endued with a freedom of 
choice, either to deliberate upon the conſe- (| 
quence and nature of all our Moral Attions | 
before we do them; and eirher to a& accor- 
ding. to the Rules of Right Reaſon, or elle 
clean contrary thereunto, that is, wholly ac 
random , or by chance, which 'is unworthy 
our Rational Nature. We 


$.9..So that God having thus left the great- 
eſt part of man's happinels in his own power, 
either to be obtained by endeavouring this 
com- 
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common good ; or elſe miſſed of, or loſt by 
his own negleCt of it. It is not to be wonder- 
ed, if mens unreaſonable Appetites and Paſ- 
ſions, looking no farther than their preſent 
Pleaſures, or outward Advantages, do often 
carry them away without any conſideration 
of thoſe future, but as certain and greater 
evils which may follow them in the whole 
courle of their lives. By which abuſe of 
mens natural Freedom, I grant the good and 
happineſs of Mankind is very much diſturbed 
and diminiſhed ; Therefore it 1s no wonder, 
that (tho' God's will be ſufficiently declared 
againſt ſuch ACtions, ) it is not more often 
obſerved and followed ; nor could God have 
ordered things better or otherwiſe than they, 
are ; unleſs he ſhould have made man wit 
out all freedom of choice, and havedetermy- 
ned his Will only to one fort of AQtions;; 
which had rendered him quite another Crea- 
ture, and incapable of thoſe rewards and pu- 
niſhments, which are abſolutely neceſſary 
for the government of man, as he is made by 
God, a free, voluntary Agent. Secondly, 
Tho" God hath thus made us free Agents, but 
that by the ill uſe of our Faculties, we be- 
come more.prone to evil Attions than good 
ones ; Yet it muſt ſtill be acknowledged, 
God's Infinite Power and Providence hath 


ſet ſuch limits to the unruly Appetites and 
Paſſiuns 
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Paſſions of wicked men, that tho? it muſt be 
confeſſed, that by private Violence, Wars 
and Perſecutions for Religion, they do more 
miſchief to Mankind then all the Savage 
Beaſts, Earthquakes or Plagues in the Wolld 
ever did ; Yet this is but in ſome few particu- 
lar Places or Countries at a time; and God 
hath ſo reſtrained theſe Paſſions and Lufts,not 
only by Natural, Divine and Civil Laws; 
bur alſo by neceſſary ill conſequences that fol- 
low ſuch Actions; that'it is not often that 
ſuch men can accompl.ſh their wicked de- 
ſigns with KY ſucceſs and pleaſure tliey pro- 
Dofe to themfelves. And in thoſe Countries 
where thefe Yiolences are ated, the Scene 
often alters: And in thoſe Countries where 
Civil-Wars and Perſecution for Religion, 
have not only very. much diſturbed the Com- 
mon Peace and, Happineſs, but alſo diminiſh- 
ed the number of the .Inhabirants , God 
doth often think fir, either through mens wea- 
rineſs of Wars, or by the ſudden-death of a 
Cruel arid Ambitious Prince (who was the 
chief cauſe of it) apain to reſtore peace and 
happineſs to theſe Kingdoms or Countries 
where Civil-Wars and Perſecutions had be- 
fore ſo cruelly raged, and fo long prevailed. 
* Sothat notwithſtanding all that can be obje- 
Qted, againſt God's intending the good and 
bap; ineſs of Mankind; it 1s — 

| rom 
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from the beginning of the World to this day, 
| he hath preſerved it in the ſame State; as 
he hath alſo done all other Species of Crea- 
tures. So that we may .boldly affirm, the 
number of men in the world rather increaſes 
than diminiſhes ; tho? it may pleaſe God, for 
the correCtion or extirpation of ſome extren:e- 
ly wicked, and incorrigible Nations, to per- 
mit them to be oppreſſed, diminiſhed, or 
quite deſtoyed by Forreign Force,Civil Wars, 
or Domeſtick Tyranny. 


Q. 10. A Second ObjeCction that may be 
brought by thoſe of Epicyrean Principles, is, 
That if the Being of aGod, and the certainty of 
the Laws of Nature be ſo eaſy to be found out, 
and diſcovered by mens Natural Reaſons and 
Obſervations ; how it comes to paſs that there 
are ſome whole-Nations in the World, who: 
have (as we know of) no Notions at ll of 
a God, or a Moral Good or Evil; as Travel- 
Jers report of thoſe Negroes, who inhabit near 
the Bay of So/d44ia, not far from the Cape 
of Good-Hope; who alſo ſell their Children 
for Slaves, to thoſe that will give moſt for 
them : As alſoothers in the Weſt and Exft-In- 
dies ; that make War upon, and devour 
all Strangers they can take Priſoners O- 
thers, as in the Iſle of Forma, rendring a- 
bortive all Children that t';ze Mothers con- 
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ceive, . before they are thirty years old. Os 
thers in the Weſt-Inazes, aid in 4frice, ſeals 
ing from Strangers whatſoever they can lay 
their hands on. It were tedious to relate all 
the particular Inſtances of ts kind. Whoſo- 
ever deliresto ſee more of them. may conſule 
the Learned Author of the above-mentioned 
Efay of Human Underſtanding, Book the I. 
Chap. III. F. 9. befides what he may himſelf 
collect from his owh reading, or obſervation: 
So that it may be urged, that if theſe People 
are part of Mankind, and therefore Rational 
Creatures, how it comes to-paſs that they 
ſhould not be able, as well as we, to come to 
the knowledge of a God, and of thoſe Natu- 
ral Laws, which we ſuppoſe to be giyen to 
Mankind ? 


$. 1x. To all which I ſhall reply, not b 
denying , as ſome do, the matters. of Fact 
themſelves, which is anecaſy, but too poſitive 
2 way of confutation ; but ſhall take them at 
preſent for granted, ſince they are delivered 
to us by many Anthors of ſufficient credit. 
And therefore, firſt of all, Ithink I may ſafe- 
ly affirm, That tho? theſe Inſtances may be of 
conſiderable weight, againſt thole who 
found all our Knowledge of the Laws of Na- 
ture upon certain Innate Principles, or the 


common conſent of Mankind : Yet they will 
| P prove 


od 
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prove nothing againſt us, who have, I hope, 
made: out the certainty and obligation -of 
this Law, from more evident Principles ; So 
that the contrary belief or practice of divers 
Nations in the World, is no more an Argu- 
ment againſt the Being of a God, or of the 
Laws of Nature, than their ignorance in A- 
rithmetick and Geometry, is againſt the cer- 
tainty or uſefulneſs.of thoſe Sciences ; theſe 
people, being moſt of them nor able to reckon 
beyond their ten Fingers.. Now-ſetting: aſide 
Innate Ideas, and Conlent of Nations, as 
proofs of the Laws of Nature ; what other 
means do there remain ; but the uncertain 
Tradition of a Gad, and theſs Moral Laws 
from their Parents, or Anceſtors; or elle:to 
diſcover them by Reaſon, and taking obſerva- 
tion from the Nature of things, according to 


the method here laidi down; | The farmer of 


theſe (if they-had ever anyſuch:thing): it is 
certain that they have - now- quite loſt {0 
that no Footſteps: of it- now; remains:among 
them, And as for-the latter; theſe ignorant 
and barbarous Nations, being whollyi taken 
up, through the whole courſe of their lives, 
either in procuring for themſelves the com- 
mon neceſſaries: for life, or elſg in-brutiſh and 
ſenſual Luſts and Pleaſures ; it is: no wonder 
that they give themſelves no;time-or opportu- 
nity tothink of theſe things, nor-yet —_— 

| their 
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their thoughts, in conſidering the cauſe of 
theirBeing,or for what 'end theycame intothe 
World. So that it/is not" ſtrange that they 
ſhould be ſo little ſenfible' of- the Being of a 
God, and' what Worſhip or Duties -he re- 
quires of: them: Nor'can I give a better ac- 
count of this ignorance; than what you may 
find inthe Author laſt mentioned, ' who thus 
concludes-his'Paragraph againſt the neceſſity 
of InnatePrinciples(already cited in the begin- 
ning of this Chapter.) *Had you or I been borti 
* (fays he) at the Bay of S$o/4zpis, poſſibly our 
5 Thoughts andNotions had not exceeded theſe 
*brutiſh ones of- the” Horentors that inhabit 
f there: And had the Y7rginian King, Apochan- 
* cans, been educated in'Evglend, he had per« 

F haps, been as knowing a Divine, and as 
f = a Mathematician -as.-any in it. The 
© difference between him, anda more impro- 
''ved Enpliſp-man, lying barely'in this, That 
' the exercifſe' of his Faculties was bounded 
* within the:Ways, Modes and Notions of his 
( own'Countrey, and was never direQted to 
any other, or farther Enquiries : And'if he 
had not any Idea'of a God, as we have, it 

'was only becauſe | he ' purſued not thoſe 
' Thoughts that would certainly have led him 

tO 1t, "IE Ct 
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&' 12, Which account, 'tho' it were ſui 
cient alone to take off this difficulty, yet I{hall 
farther add; That altho it 1is true the Exi- 
ſtence of a God, and the Laws'of Nature are 
tobe diſcovered by Natural Reaſon ; yet this 


mult be exerted, and made uſe of according + 


to a right Method, and is like the Talent in 
the Goſpel, either. to. be infinitely increaſed, 
or elſe may be buried, without ever being 
made, uſe of as it ought, So that mens not 
making ule of their, Reaſon, and'thoſe'Facul- 
ties which God hath, given them, -is no-more 
an Argument agaialt God's not having given 
men ſufficient Means. and Faculties to attain 
to the knowledge. of theſe things, : than if a 
man, who by perpetual ſitting. ſtill,” ſhould 
have loſt che uſe.of his Legs, had-reaſon to 
find fault with God, -for.:not giving him ſufh. 
cient means, of going, 'and helping bim(elf. 
Sothat it ſeems evident. to me,. thar't is left in 
molt mens power, ; whether they. will, by a 
due uſe of their. Reaſon; raiſe -themfſelves to 
the highe(t,perfettion and happineſs that their 
human nature is capable of ; or elſe by em- 
ploying:their minds about. meer ſenſual obje&s, 
and carnal enjoyments, debaſe themſelves in- 
to the ſtate of Brutes : For I am ſatisfied, that 
it is not reaſoning about common ang out- 
ward things, that conſtitntes the only diffe- 
rence berween us and them ; (ince they = 

| ot 
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{on right about thoſe things thar are the objefts 
of their'Senſes ; but thar it rather conſiſts in 
the more: excellent Faculties of framing Uni- 
verſal Ideas, and by. a due enquiry into the 
cauſes and riature of things, of coming tothe 
knowledge-of -God, . and-of his Will; \eicher 
naturally declared, according to the 'method 
| herelaid down ; orelſe ſupernaturally-reveal- 

ed in the Holy Scripture. And indeed," 1 
think, 'a Dog or a Horſe, to be'a much better 
Creature than: a' Man, !who hathnever had, 
orelſe hath totally extinguiſhed the belief of 
a God, :and: of his Duty rowards him ; for 
the one lives according to its nature; 'and thoſe 
Faculties|God hath given ic ! But a Man} who 
wants the knowledge of 'God, andiof his du- 
ty towards him, by negleCting the chief end 
of his Creation, and by giving himſelf whol- 
ly upto the povernment of his Paſſions, and 
unreaſonable | Appetites, debaſes his narure, 
and ſo:becomes, by his own fault, like a 
Brute. | | 


$. 13. The laſt ObjeQion that T can think 
of, bf, which may-be alſo made by Mr. Hobs's 
Diſciples, is ; That they look upon-this en- 
deavour of the Common Good of Mankind, 
as a meer. Platonicke Idea, or Term of Art, 
without any reality in nature to ſupport it. 
Of which opinion Mr. Hobs ſeems to i 
- —y 1e 
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he tells us, in his Leviarh: Book I. chap; 4, 
That of Names, ſome' are proper and ſingular to 
one only thing, as Peter; John, This Man, this 
Tree ; and ſome are common to many things, as 
Man, Horſe, Tree, every of which, though but 
one name; is vevertheleſs the name of wivers pare 
ticular things, in reſpeit of atl, which topether it 
#s called an univerſal,” thire being nothing in the 
World atiiverſal, bat: Names, \ For the things 
named are every one of' them individual and. fins 
2ular, So that on-theſe Principles we can 
have no knowledge of iany common good our 
of 3 Commonwealth, 'where ir-ariſes merely 
from CompaQts; every;man being naturally 
determined to feek hisown ares a reſer- 
vation and fatisfation,without rhe leaſt conſi- 
deration of any thing elſe. 1! 2b © 7 


. '1 k. * 
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0. 14, In anſwer to which ObjeQMion, 'I 
delire,you.'to take narice, -'ThataFimour De> 
ſcription of the Law of Nature, or-Exphication 
of it, we had any where ſuppoſed, that in 
this endeavour of the common Good, a Man 
Either could, or ought ro negleft bis own pre- 
ſervation, and true' happineſs, there might 
have been ſome reaſomnfor this Objettion ; But 
fince I have proved,” that the true' good and 
happinels of every particular-perſomis inclu- 
ded in the Common Good of Rationals, and 
depends inſeparably upon it ; though T grant 
| every 
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every man's own happineſs and miſery is'a 
main motive of hisaQing to this end, and al- 
| ſo conliſts ina right endeavour of it ; which 
if it beſo, this part of the ObjeQtion falls of it 
FH, unleſs they will affirm, That a Man's ſelf 
preſervation and happineſs only conſiſts in the 
preſent ſatisfaQtion of his own ſenſual Appe- 
tites and Paſſions, let what will be the con» 
ſequence ; which-how falſe and unreafona- 
ble a thing it is, any rational Man may judge. 
24ly, We have alſo ſufficiently made out 
that there is an unalterable Common Good 
and Evil eftabliſhed by God in the nature of 
things, neceſſary for the preſervation, or 
tending to the deſtruction, not only of this, or 
that particular man, but for all the men in 
the World, conceived . under the colleQive 
Idea of Mankind, and that in the ſtate of Na- 
ture, and out of a Civil State or Common- 
wealth: Since by comparing our own particu- 
lar Natures with thoſe of all other men, and 
finding them to agree in the ſame Wants, 
general Properties, and deſires of like things 
neceſſary for life, and an averſion to others 
deſtructive to it, we can thereby certainly 
determine what Things or ACtions will con- 
duce not only to our own happineſs and pre- 
ſervation, but to all others of our own Kind. 
From whence there ariſes a clear Idea of the 
Common Good of Mankind, fince (as I have 
; P4 alread 
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. Already proved) one peculiar Faculty. of hy. 
man ara different _ that of Beafts is, 
to abſtraft univerſal Ideas from particular 
things, and then to give general Names tq 
thoſe Ideas, which though they are but Crea- 

ures of our own underſtanding, and not ex- 
iſting oyt of our own Brains ; yet are for all 
that true Ideas of the general Natures of thoſe 
thjogs from whence they are taken ; and as 
for the general Names of them, if there were 
not real notions in Qur minds, agreeable to 
the nature of thaſe things from whence they 
were taken, and that before any Names im» 

oled upon them, they would indeed be non- 
Eaſe, or meer empty Sounds, without any 
Jdeas to ſupport them - But the before-cited 


Author of the Eſſay of Humane Under ſtanding, | 


Book II, Chap. 24+ grants, That the Mind hath 
a power to make complex, collettive Ideas of Sub- 
ſtarces, which he fo calls, becauſe ſuch Ideas are 
mae up of many particular Subſtances, confider- 
ed together as united into one Idea, and which [0 
J0rnea,are looked op as one; V. g. the Idea of ſuch 


s collettion of men 4s make ay Army, though con. 


hb ing of a great punber of diſtintt Subſtances, 
is as much one Idea as the Idea of a Man, And 


the great colleFive Idea of all Rodies whatſoever, 


bemified by the name World, is 4s much, one Idea, 
as the Idea of any the leaſt particle of matter in 
jt 3 it ſufficing to the unity of any Idea, that it b 
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conſidered as one Repreſentation, or Piflure, tho 
qnade up of never ſo many particulars. . And he 
likewiſe farther grants, T hat it is not harder to 
conceive how an. Army of Ten thouſand men 
ſbould make one Idea, thay how « Man ſbould 
wake one Taea ; it being as eaſie to the mind t0 
unite into one the Idea of a great number of men, 
to conſider it as one, as it is to unite into one 
particular all the diſtinit Ideas that make up the 
compoſition of a Man, and conſider them altoge- 
they as one. | 

Therefore I can ſee no reaſon, why any 
man by conſidering the nature of all the Men 
inthe World, may not only have a true Idea 
of all Mankind, but alſo of the things or means 
that. may produce their common good, or 
happineſs, as well as a General of an Army of 
I00000 men can have a true Idea of that col- 
leftive Body of Men, and order all things ne- 
ceſlary for their common ſafety and ns hood 
tion; And if Mr. Hobs's Aﬀrtion be true, 
That there is nothing univerſal but Names, his 
beloved Sciences of Arithmetick and Geome- 
try would alſo be falſe anduncertain ; ſince 
they only conſidering Numbers, Lines and Fi» 
gures in general, and colle&ing univerſal 
Ideas: from thence, do raiſe true Rules or 
Axioms in thoſe Sciences from thoſe univerſal 
I Ideas, though there be nothing really exiſting 

19 Nature out of our own Brains, but on 
an 
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and ſingle bodies. And therefore Mr. H, is 
miſtaken, when he will have nothing to have 
any real Exiftence in nature but ſingle things, 
as if our abſtraQ Idea's of Univerſals were 
Nothing, becauſe they are not Bodtes : But 
if theſe general Idea's are true, as agreeing 
with the things from whence they are taken, 
it will alſo follow, that they have a real exi- 
tence, and conſequently may have Names 
giventhem, whereby to {ignifie and repreſent 
them to our own minds, and thoſe of others 
we converſe with, So that whatſoever we 
find to contribute to the Preſervation, Happi- 
neſs and PerfeCtion of all the men we know, 
or have heard of, we may as certainly con- 
clude to be naturally good for all Mankind, 


and-ſo a much greater good than that of any 


one particular Perſon ; which Mr. HZ. himſelf 
acknowledges in: his Treatiſe De homine, 
Chap. 11. 4. 14. where treating of the De- 
grees of Good, which of ther are greater or 
leſs he plainly declares, hat to be a greater 
good (ceteris paribus) which is fo to more 
men, than that which is ſo to fewer. 

So that if the Rational and free uſe of a 
man*sWill conſiſts in its conſent with that true 
judgment the Underſtanding makes, concern- 
ing thoſe things that agree in-one Common 
Nature; and it we can thereby truly judge or 


determine what things are neceſſary, or _ 
. - ficia 
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ficial/for the Natures of all other men, as 
well'as our own; TI ſee no reaſon why we 
may not” defire; chat they ſhould alſo enjoy 
the like good things with 'our ſelves, and 
likewiſe endeavour (as far as lies in our 
power) to Ptocure it for them ; ſince ir is 
alſo a! Duty 'impoſed upon us by God; and 
that welic under' ſufficient obligations go do 
it; 'we have alre#dy'proved. 

In ſhort, This Common Good of Rationals, 
being thus made known to us, may very well 
bei propoſed as the'end'of all our Moral AQii- 
ons,” and being the greateſt we can defire or 
inapine,' the Underſtanding judging aright, 
cannot" but determine, that this Knowledge 
and Deſire will more conduce to the Happi- 
nefs and PerfeAion of our Human Nature, 
than that of any lefſer Good : So thar if this 
be rows than/any other Good we can come 
to the knowledge of, it will likewiſe prove to 
be'the greateſt and nobleſt end men can pro. 
poſe to themſelves. And Mr. #. himſelf is 
alſo ſometimes ſenſible of this Comman 
Good,' when in the 3: Chap. of his Leviathan, 
in'the laſt Page, he hath made in his Latin 
Tranſlation, this Addition. 


"That he dorh nor deſpair that this Doftrine of 
his betno become more acceptable by cuſtom, wilt 
at length be received bono publico, for the Com- 
mon:Good, 
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' So that it ſeems he preſages his DoQrine 
will come one day to be beneficial not only to 
one particular State , or Commonwealth, 
but for the Common Good of all mez, who are 
with him yet in the State of Nature : And if 
Mr. ZH. hath ſo perfett a Notion of the Com- 
mon Good of all Nations, I think there will 
be no great difference but in Words, - be- 
tween that and the Commqgn Good which 
we maintain, 17 


6. 15- But tocome toa conclufion; I Hope, 
notwithſtanding all that. hath. been 'objeCted 
to the contrary ,''it hath-.been ſufficjently 
made out, that not only all. the Moral Vir- 
tues are contained in,, and may be reduced tg 
this one Principle, Of endeavonring the Coms 
-0n Good of Rational Beings ; But that, like- 
wiſe all che Lawsof Nature, (which are but 
the Exerciſe or PraQtice of theſe particular 
Vertues upon their due Obje&s, may be allo 
reduced into this ſingle Propoſition ; ; fince 
they all of them wh either a man's Daty 
towards God, bya due worſhip of him, or 
clfe towards himſelf, in the exerciſe of Tem- 
perance, cc. or elſe by the due obſervation of 
Juſticeand Charity, or the moſt diffuſive Be- 
nevolence towards others of our own Kind; 
according to the Order we have already laid 


down in the former Chapter. All "_ 1s 
ut 
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but our endeavouring to procure (as far as 
weare able) this Common Good of Rational 
Agents. 

"Tis true Mr. H. in his Lev. Chap. x. con- 


traRts all the Laws of Nature into this ſhort 


and eaſy Rule which he fays is intelligible even 
by the meaneſt capacities (viz.) Do not that to 
another, thou wouldeſt not have done to thy ſelf. 
Which Rule, cho? very true, and the ſame 
in effett, which was given by our Bleſſed Sz- 
viour himſelf; yet without the confiderati- 


 onof the Common Good of Mankind, would. 


too'often fail. For if this Rule were ftrialy 
and literally to be underſtood , no Prince, 
Judge, or other Magiſtrate, could condemn 
a MalefaQor to death ; for in ſo doing, he did 
thar to another, which he would not have 
done to himſelf, in the like State : Since he 
himſelf, as well as the Criminal he condemns, 
would then deſire to be pardoned if he could. 
But indeed .the reaſon why all Judges, and 


' Other inferior Officers of Juſtice, are excu- 


{ed from the obſeryation of this Rule, intheir 
publick Capacities, is, Becauſe they do not 
then att as private perſons , but as publick 
Repreſentatives, or- Truſtees, with whom 
the Common Good and Peace of the whole 
Kingdom or Commonwealth is intraſted ; 
which (as I have already ſhewn) makes but 
a ſmall part of the Common Good of all Ra- 
tional Agents, . d. 14 
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$. 16. There are likewiſe others who re: 
duce the Laws of Nature intothis ſingle Rule 
or Precept, Preſerve or do good to thy ſelf, and 
any other innocent perſons as to thy ſelf : 
Which tho? I grant to be a true Rule, as con- 
taining our. Sayiour's Epitome of the Com« 
mandments of the Second 'Fable, -Love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf: Yet doth it not expreſs 
the Reaſon or Principle on which it is founded; 
for we have no reaſon to love our Neighbour, 
but as they partake of the ſame Common Ra- 
tional Nature with our ſelves; and that our 
doing them good, doth conduce to the pre- 
ſervation and happineſs of the whole Body of 
Mankind ; of which that perſon, as well as 
our ſelves, are but ſmall parts, or Members : 
Nor have weany particular obligation to en- 
deavour our own particular Good, bur as it 
conduces to, and is. part of the Common 
Good of Mankind. 


$. 17. And as the whole Law of Nature, 
ſo likewiſe the Revealed Law, given from 
God by Moſes to the Jews, and intended in 
due time to ke made known to all Mankind ; 
trends to no other end, than this great Law of 
endeavouring the Common Good of Rational 
Agents. For all the Precepts of the Firſt 
Table of the Decalogue , which preſcribe 
our Duty towards God, and which our Sa- 
viow 
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viour hath ſoexcellently well contracted into 
this ſingle Precept, Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
and with all thy ſtrength, &c. contain nothing 
more than this great Rule, For as God, be- 
fore he thought fit to create the World, and 
whilſt there was yer no Creature to worſhip 
or ſerve. him, was not then leſs happy or per- 
feX ; ſo neit her now he hath created them 
is he the happier, if we worſhip him, or the 
more unhappy, it we omit it. For man be- 
ing created as an Object for the Divine Good- 
neſs to exert it ſelf upon, it muſt neceffaril 
follow,that all the Precepts of the Firſt Table, 
as well as'of the Second, are in ſome ſort in- 
tended for Man's Good and Happineſs, as 
| well as God's Honour and Service. So that 
even that Great Commandment of keeping 
holy the Seventh day, which moſt chiefly re- 
ſpeCts God?s own Glory and Service, did al- 
ſo promote the Good and Happineſs not only 
of the Fews, God's particular Subje&s, bur 
alſo of all Mankind, whenſoever this Law 
ſhould be diſcovered to them.” So that tho? it 
commands the dedicating of that day to the 
Worſhip and Service of God, and is obſerved 
in obedience to his Commands : Yet even in 
this, he does not defign his own Glory 
and Honour alone; (nay, according to 
Saint 
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| Saint Auſtin, Our Good only) but 
-»-Credendum alſo our Good and Happineſs ; 
OR; which is then molt perteQ and 
hominiprodeſ= Compleat , when we beſtowour 


&, non Deo. time in the contemplation of his 


De Civit. . A+ 
7 ape] Infinite PerfeCtions and Goodneſs 
Cap. 5. towards us, and in rendring 


him thanks for his unſpeakable 
Benefits.' So that though I grant he 
hath made and ordained us for his Service 5 
yet he hath ſo conſtituted our-Nature, asto 
make our higheſt happineſs inſeparably con- 
nected with all the particular AQs of his 
Worſhip. And therefore our Saviour re- 


proves the Jews, when they found faulr with / 


him, for ſuffering his Diſciples to pluck the 
Ears of Corn on the Sabbath-day, expreſly 
Marr. :2.7,8. flling them, That if they bid 

"known what this means, I1will have 
mercy, and not ſacrifice, they would not have cons 
demned the puiltleſs ; for the Son of May [ i.e, 
not Chriſt alone, but every Chriſtian] # Lord 


_— Mark, That the Sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for the Sabbath. -There- 
by teaching us, thar the Sabbath it ſelf was 
alſo inſtituted for Man's ſake 3 and” that in 
caſes of neceſſity, he is Maſter of it. And 


ſo likewiſe our Saviour himſelf, by chuſing 


to.do his greateſt Miracles of healing on the 
« Sabbath- 


even of the Sabbath-day : And'in St, 


—— _ _ 
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$abbath-day, harh caught us,that the petfot- 
mance of atts of Charity and Mercy on that 
Day, is a great and neceſſary part of God's 


Service. 


6. 18. But as for the Precepts of the Se: 
cond Table, I need nat infiſt upon them ; be- 
cauſe out Saviour himſelf hath contrated 
them all, (even that of honouring our Pa- 
rents) into this ſhort Precept, Thou ſbatt love 
thy neighbour as thy ſelf; Which, is rio more 
than to bid us endeayour the common good of 
Mankind, to the utmoſt of our power; $0 
that as this Law of the moſt diffuſive Beneyos 
lence of Rational Agents, contains the Sum 
ofall the Laws of Nature, as alſo of the Moral 
Law, contained in the Ten Commandments 
ſo likewiſe is it the Sum of the whole Goſpel 
delivered by our Saviour Chriſt, and his Apos = 
ſtles. For as one great deſign of our Saviour's 
coming into the World, was by his moſt ex- 
cellent Precepts and Examples, to exalt the 
Law of Nature to a higher perfeCQtion, thai 
what Men, by the common uſe of Reaſon, 
could generally attain to; ſo likewiſe was it 
one of the main deſigns of his coming, to re- 
ſore the Law of Moſes to its Primitive Purit 
and Perfeftion ; and to free it from thoſe falſe 
Interpretations and Traditions, with whiclt 
the Phariſees had corrupted ir. For whereas 


Q_ they 
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they had confined: the obſervation of that 
Command of loving our Neighbours, only to 
outward As, or at leaſt, reſtrained it only 
to thoſe of their own Nation or Religion ; 
our Saviour Chrift commands a greater per- 
 feQtion, and forbids even ſo much as the 
thoughts or deſires of Murder, Adultery, ec. 
And whereas the Jews did ſuppoſe , that they 
were not obliged to ſhew Atts of Charity or 
Mercy, to thoſe of a different Religion from 
| themſelves, our Saviour teacheth 
them by that excellent Parable of 
the Traveller that fell amongſt Thieves, 
and was taken up and cured by the merciful 
Samaritan, when the ill-natured Prieſt and Le- 
vite had = (ſed him by, faying to the Lawyer 
who had asl*d, Who is my Neighbour, Go 
thy ways, and do thou likewiſe., By which he 
plainly intimates; That we ought to do all 
AQts of Charity and Benevolence, to all per-_ 
ſons that ſtand in need of them, let their Na- 
tionor Religion be never ſo different from onr 
own. So that whoſoever will but ſeriouſly 
con(ider the'great end of our Saviour Chriſt's 
coming into the World, and alſo the whole 
ſcope and _ of his Dofrine; will find, 
that it was only to procure, as well by his 
Example as Precepts, the good and happl- 
neſs of all Mankind. For to what end elſe 
did he take upon him the Form of a UE 
| an 


Luk. 10. 30. 
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and endured a poor and miſerable life, with 
an ignominious Death, but to procure ever- 


laſting happineſs for all thoſe that ſhould-tru- 
ly believein him ? Or to what-other end were 


all thoſe excellent Precepts, ſo often given by 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles, of owing one another ? 
And therefore St. Paul .tells the Romans, 
Chap. 13. v. 8. that he that loveth another, 
hath fulfilled the Law: And more fully in the 
laſt Chapter to the Galatians, V; 14- For the 
Law i fulfilled in this one word, even in this, 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf. And 
in his Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthizns, Cap. 13. 
be is very large and particular in ſetting forth 
the neceſſity, and exalting the excellency of 
Charity, above all the other Spiritual Graces; * 
without which, he tells them, 1f he had Faith 


fo as to remove Mountains; yet, if” he had not 


Oharity, he were nothing, Now what is this 
Charity, but an unfeigned love and good-will 
to allMankind?Ch.2.17.And St. Fames tells us, 
That Faith without Works is dead;being alowe.And 
St. John in his Firſt Epiſtle, makes the love - 
of our Brethren, (that is of all men) the great 
is and demonſtration of our love to God, when 
e tells them, that if” « man ſays, T love God, 
and hateth his Brother, he i a lyar ; for he that 
loveth not his Brother,” whom he hath ſeen, how 
can he love God, whom he hath not ſeen. And 
this Commandment we have from him, That he 
: who 
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who. loveth God, love his Brother alſo. So that 
whoever will but conſider what hath here 
been ſaid, cannot but acknowledge, that this 
excellent DoArine of the Goſpel, concerning 
the moſt intenſe love towards God, and the 
moſt diffuſive Charity towards Men, doth 
not only far exceedall the Precepts of Philoſo- 
phers, but alſo the Revealed Law of /7oſes it 
ſelf, Now what can.be the deſign of all 
theſe excellent Precepts? but by all the Com- 
mands and Perſwaſions imaginable, and by 
ali the Promiſes of the moſt glorious Rewards 
and Threatnings of the moſt terrible and laſt. 
ing Puniſhments, to advance the Glory of 
God, and to procure the Welfare and Hap- 

- Pineſs of the whole Race of Mankind. 
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6. 19. To conclude ; Though I ſuppoſe 
the Law of Nature, if duly obſerved, where 
it hath pleaſed God to give men: no other 
knowledge or diſcovery of his Will, may yet 
give them a rational ſhare of happineſs, not 
only 1n this Life, but in that to come ; yetT 
hope no indifferent or rational;Man, but upon 
due conſideration of the lapled and depraved 
ſtate of Humane Nature, and-how prone it 
is tobe carried away by exorbitant Luſts and 
Paſſions, contrary to the Dictates of right 
Reaſon, and his own Conlcience, but muſt 
allo acknowledge, that it was a great demon- 
{tration 
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ſtration of God's Goodneſs and Mercy, to 
give us the moſt Glorious Light of his Go- 
ſpel; and to ſend his Blefſed Son, notonly to 
inſtru us, but alſo to die for us. Which 
great Myſtery, that in God's due time, and 
according to his Promiſe, may be ſpeedily re- 
vealed to all Mankind, we ought daily to 
make it our hearty Prayers to his Divine Ma- 
jelty, That every Heart may know, and every 
Tongue confeſs, That Feſwus is bothLor.' and C 2 ; 
who hath brought Life and Immortality to light, 
through the Goſpel. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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A Confutation of Mr. H's Principles. 


": H E IntroduQtion.Containing theRea- 


ſons why we have put theſe Anſwers 


to Mr. H's Principles into this Method. 
Sect. I. 


The Heads of the Firſt Principle. 


That Man is not « Creature born apt for Society» 


His Reaſons for it ; That « Man is not a S0- 
cable Creature by Nature, but Accident ; for 
otherwiſe we ſhould love all men alike. - All So- 
cety proceeds from Self-intereſt ; this reſolved 
into mutual Fear, or elſe deſire of Glory and Do» 
minion over others, Seb. 2. 


Q 4 1. An- 
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1, Anſwer, That theſe words, born unapt 
or Society are equivocal ; ſince who doth not 
mow how unapt Children and Fools are to 

underſtand the force of: CompaQts. Mr, H. 
takes his whole meaſure of Humane Nature 
from thoſe Paſſions that precede the uſe of 


= 
- 
*1 


Reaſon and Experience which are alſo natu- 


ral, as he himſelf confeſſes in another place. 


Sed, 3. 

T i is natural which every man, when of 
years of Diſcretion, either doth, or may ate 
'eain.to. Sed, 4. wr 
- Anſwer to his 2d Argument concerning [n- 
tereſt ; Society, though deſired for a man's 
own good, or Intereſt, doth not make it for 
all that leſs natural, Se, 5. 

Anſwer to, his Argument fram Fear ; got 
the cauſe of Natural, but of Civil, Society, 
which we are not now treating of, Sec. 6. 

Anſwer to his Inſtances from the Compa- 
ny he had kept ; which being ſome witty, 1ll- 
naturedMmen, .no ſtandard can be taken trom 
thence of the gature of all men. Set, 7. 

Anſwer to his Argumeat. concerning Do- 
'minion,.; No Mag able by his. owa ſingle 
Power to force all:the reſt.of Mankind.to ſub- 
mit to his Will, Sed, 8, 

Mr, F1, himſelf doth not.deny, but that 
men cannot ſubfiſt or live without Society, 
though ta eyade this, he confaunds Natural 

wit 
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widhGivil Society $ tho ablardicy of which is 


ofed by ſhewiog it to be beſides the Que» 
ion. Set. g. . 
 . "The Heads of the Second Principle. 
| That all men are by nature equal, 


His Wo Kar ens; em” from Mens mutual 
will and power Perenagns -'s other ; and - 
chiefly from the power which all men, even 
the moſt weak, have of taking away. each 
others hives. Sai#. x. | . 

Anſwer. This equality , though granted, 
doth not prove that all men are by nature 
equal as to all things. See. 2. | 


» 'PThe Heads of the Third Principle. 


That there is a mutual will or deſire in all men of 
' hurting each other, 


His Argument propoſed, That tho ſome 
men according-to a natural Equality will al- 
law. to other men the ſame things as to them- 
ſelves3 yet that the major part of men are 
not ſo modeſt; but will arrogate to themſelves 
honour above others, orelſe will aſſault other 
mens Goods, or Perſons, out of a falſe efteem 
of their own Power; from thence ariſes a ne- 
ceſlity of others defending their Perſons and 
Goods againſt them. -Thus proved alfo _ 
the 
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. the great Contentionariling among men from 


ſtrife of wit ; And laſtly from many deſiring 
the ſame thing at once. Se, x. 

Anſwer. None but Fools and wicked Men 
can havea deſire to hurt thoſe that have done 
them no injury ; ſo that this does not reach all 
men, nor yet that even theſe have a will to 
hurtall men'alike, but only thoſe that ſtand 
in their way, or whole Goods they defire. 
Self-defence: argues 'no- deſire of: hurting 0- 
thers.  Sef#.,2.'' 1 

Anſwer to his 2d Argument, from mens 
contention'of wit ; difference of Opinion, no 


real ground. of :mens deſtroying each other. 


Seer. 3. Yd, | 
Anſwer to his Argument, from mens de- 
ſire tothink:well of themſelves, 'and-.to con- 
temn_ others ; 4z... That this Obſervation 
doth not reach all men, but only thoſe fooliſh 
and unreaſonable men he deſcribes. Se&?. 4. 


Anſwer to his Argument, from many men 
deſiring the ſame thing at once. This, tho 


true,' among Brutes and wicked, and unrea- 
{onable Men, yet doth not reach all Mankind, 
{ince Realon diftates the contrary ; God hath 
beſtawed enough of the neceſſaries of life a- 
mong Mankind inthe ſtate of Nature, ſo that 
they need not fight for them. Se. 5. 


Heads 
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Heads of the Fourth Principle. | 


That Nature hath given to all men 4 righk t0 all 
things. 


Mr. H*s Argument propoſed, That all 
men having a Right to preſerve themſelves, 
have alſo a R ignt to judge of the means of 
their own preſervation; therefore whatever 
they think conduces thereunto, they have a 
Right to, let it be what it will ; Profit being 
here the only meaſure of Right. Se. x. | 

Anſwer. Mr. H's Argument reduced intg- 
a Syllogiſme, ſhews, That all men have not 
a right to all things, but only ſo many of 
them as they ſhall chink neceſſary for their 
own preſervation: Yet even here that mens 
falſe Judgment concerning the means, cannot 
give themaright to all things whatever, tho 
judging never ſo unreaſonably. Se. 2. 

Farther proved from Mr. Z's own Defi- 
nition of right Reaſon; Right never uſed 
properly, but with reſpe& to ſome Law ac- 
knowledged, by Mr. H. himſelf, in his Trea- 
tile De Cive, Mr. H's Errors and Contradi- 
ions of himſelf about the uſe of the word 
Right Reaſon, Set? 3. 

Not true, that in a Commonwealth the 
myo Reaſon, or Law thereof, 1s always to 


taken for Right, ar that no man can di-/ 
ſtinguiſh 
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ſtinguiſh true Reaſon from falſe, but by com- 
paring it with' his own. Mr.#7's Argument re- 


duced into a Syllogiſm ; whereby 1t appears, 


That the major is falſe, Mens falſe Judgments, 
_ or Reaſons, cannot alter the nature of things, 
nor can give them a right to all things. 
SefF. 4. 

Mr. H*s Error in this matter ; whence. it 
proceeds. Se77. \ 

No Rule of deciding any doubt, or diffe- 
rence in the ſtate of Nature; but the nature 
of things, or conſent of the Parties concerned; 
Sedt. 6. 
.. Humane Nature will ever acknowledge a 
difference between Right and Falſe Reaſon, 
and'that according to Mr, H*s own definition 
of. it. Sed, 7. Eg! 

But to evade this Difficulty, M. H, ſup- 

es all men tobe neceflarily evil, or to be fo 
by Nature. The Argument of the Author of 
Trattatus Theologico' politicus , to the ſame ef- 
fe& ; That whatever AQion, though never 
{o wicked or unreaſonable any man doth, he 
hath a right to do it, becauſe he could act no 
otherwiſe at that time. Sed, 8. 

Thoſe Arguments refuted : Neceſſity ne- 
ver called a Right, that word being never 
uſed, but with reſpe& to Men capable of 
Reaſon, and Deliberation; Men of-ſound 
Minds, and mature Age, cannever plead Ig- 
norance, 
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norance, ' nor be excuſed: if they voluntarily 
give themſelves up to be governed wholly by 
their own Appetites and Paſſions. Set, g, 


IO. 

Mr. H*s Excuſe ; That in the ſtate of Nas 
ture, and where there is no Legiflator, Mens Paſe 
fions are no ſins. Anſwered, Since there is no 
State either Natural, or Civil, wherein God 
ceaſes to be a Legiſlator, or that the Laws of 
Nature are not properly Laws. Set. xo. _ 

Mr. H's Artifice in taking away all Free- 
dom from Mankind, and making all A&tions 
neceſſary, whereby he deſtroys all the grounds 
of Moral Good and Evil; his contradiQin 
himſelf, when he acknowledges this Right of 
all men to all things to be unprofitable, ſince 
himſelf before makes Utility to be the mea» 
ſureof all Right, 


The Heads of the Fifth Principle. 


That in the ſlate of Nature, whatſoever any 
one doth to another is no injury. 


Mr. H's Arguments for this ; That in the 
fate of Nature there are no Laws; where there 
i. no: Law, there # no Injuſtice ; where there is 
1 Injuſtice, there is no Injury ; Fuſtice and In- 
juſtice, yo Faculties either of the Body, or Mind ; 
forIjuſtice ſuppoſes ſome Propriety or Dominion, 
which cannot 


e ſuppoſed in this State, The 
lame 
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fame Opinion held by Epicarms long ago; 
Set. I. 


Anſwer. The DiQtates of Right Reaſon, 


or the Laws of Nature, are the Laws of God, 
and therefore. give every man a right to his 
Life, andall means neceffary thereunto. So 
that whatever a man enjoys by the Right of 
Nature, it muſt be Injury and Injuſtice to take 
itaway. And Mr, H. himſelf agrees, that 
to be injurious, which 1s repugnant to 
Right Reaſon; that is, to any known Truth, 
that may be colleQted from thence. He like» 
wiſe acknowledges the Di&ates of Right 


Reaſon to be the Laws of Nature, and there- ' 


fore muſt confer a right to every man to their 
Lives, andall the Neceſſaries thereof. SecF. 2. 
Yet Mr. H. when he is hard preſt, cannot 
deny, but that there may be injury done to 
another, in the ſtate of Nature; as when a 
Son kills his Father, but hath this Subterfuge, 
that a Son cannot be underſtood in the State of 
Nature to his Father. This Opinion confu- 
ted: That every manowes the like gratitude to 
any other who ſhould maintain and educate 
him, as to his Father 3 and it would be as 
much injury to hurt the one, as the other. 
Seft. 3. | | 
This Argument in his Lev. falſe and preca- 
carious. For if God, in the State of Na- 


ture, is truly a Legiſlator, then the _—_ 
0 
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of Nature are truly Laws ; but this is already 
proved, Se, 4. | 


The Heads of the Sixth Principle. 


That nothing is Good or Evil in the State of 
Natare. 


Mr. H*s Reaſon for it : That every Man in 
the State of Nature, makes his own Judgment 
or Appetite the Rule of Good and Evil ;; which 
are ever underſtood with reſped to the Party that 
uſes them ; and that in the State of Nature, is 
either every man's own ſelf”; or in a Civih, of the 
+! that repreſent the Commonwealth. 
SECT. I. "7% | 

This he explains L_ in his Human 
Nature , from "the difterent Motions which 
_ thoſe ObjeRs produce in the Brain, proceed- 
ing from mens difterent Temperaments. 
TA. 3... i), , 

'. Anſwer. Mr,H's uncertainty and looſe. 
neſs in his Notions of Good or Evil'obſer- 
ved. Sed. 3. | 

That notwithſtanding the variety of Tem- 
pers or Humours, or the different Genius of 
particular Nations in ſome Cuſtoms, &c. 
yet they for the moſt part agree in certain 
Notions neceflary for the Common Good 
and Preſervation ; and conſequently that of 
_ all Mankind, Sed, 4. jo 
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\ A more certain Account of Good: and 

Evil, as well Natural as Moral, than what 

Mr. H. hath given us. Sed, 5. 

Mr. H. notwitliftanding al he hath ſaid 
to: the contrary, acknowledges a Common 
Good in the ſtate of Nature. Se#. 6. . 

The difference between a Natural and a 

- Moral Good, and wherein it conſiſts. The 
confounding of theſe, the great cauſe of Mr. 
H's. Errours in this Matter. ' Se##. 7. - 

Mr. H. ſometimes blames this-.narrow Hu- 
mour in: ſome men, thar' defire' nothing but 
their own private advantage'z and likewiſe 
confeſſes that'that isa greater good which be-' 

\ nefits more perſons, than what doth good' 
but to a few. St:#, 8. | | 

That notwithſtanding all what Mr, #7 hath! 
faid* to the' contrary, all rational- and- good! 
men muft:acknowledge, that tobe” good, 
which tends to the happineſs and preſervati- - 
on of Mankind; and which likewite may any 
ways contribute to effe& it ; That if we donot 
make the Common Good of Rational Agents, 
the End of all our Actions; all our Noticns 
about Moral, as well as Natural 'Good, will 
be' various afd uncertain; Sed, g. 
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| The Heads of the Seventh Principle. 
That the State of Nature is 4 State of War: 


That all Mr. H's wr Prineiples, tend 
only to prove this darling one : If therefore, 
thoſe are well anſwered, this Principle muſt 
fall. His New Reaſons in his Leviathan pro- 
poſed : He deduces this tate of War from 
i Three Cayſes inthe Nature of Man. l 
rt, Competition. 2dly, Diffidence. 3ly, Glo- 
ry. Each of which do in their turns make 
.men fall together by the ears. A ftate of 
War, not only that of aQual fighting, but 
all that time wherein mens Inclination to it 
oy be certainly known ; illuſtrated by a Si- 
le of rainy Weather. Se. r. ; 
_ Anſwer to this Argument: *Tis firſt obſer- 
ved, that Mr, H.difters in his manner of pro- 
King the neceffity of this ſtate of War ; dif- 


FW fers in his Leviathan, from that in his De C:- 


"ve : Since he here only ſuppoſes ſuch a War 
| to be lawful, without any other proof, 
Self. 2. TH 
24. Obſervation, 'That this Author in' his 
Argument here propoſed, doth till cake the 
Natural ſtate of Man only from his Paſſions, . 
without any conſideration of Reaſon or Ex- 
perience; which is contrary to what he had_ 
 Wfefore laid down, when he made Experience 
R any 
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any of the Faculties of the Mind, Yet that 
none'of theſe Paſſions do neceſſarily and un- 
inevitably hurry men into a State of War. 
Seft, 3. 

T £6 none of theſe Perſons, if governed by | 
Reaſon, ought to incite men to War; and 
that Reaſon can never perſwade men to fall 
together by the ears, out of Competition, 
Sett; 4. | IR 

That Diffidence. of others, can never, if 
duly conſidered, be any Motive to make War 
with all men ; ſince ſuch a War is not only 
deſtruQive in its own nature, but alſo im- 

_ pratticable. SefF, 5. - 

Mr. H. appeals to experience of what men 
do for their own ſecurity, anſwered; as on | 
his Simile from the Weather, .Se##.6. | 

He himſelf grants that there was never aQu- 
ally throughout the World, ſuch a ſtate of 
War, as he deſcribes. His inſtances from'the 
Sava ge People of America, make rather = 
gainſt, than for him ; -proved by Authorities 
_ of Travellers, Sed. 7. 

His Inſtance from the praQice of Sovereign 
Powers, proved to be of no force. Se, 8. 

Anſwer to his Argument from the, Paſſion F 
of Glory, which. doth not inevitably hurry FI 
men to War, fince it is more often maſtered 
by other greater Paſſions ; as Fear of Death, 

_ Deſire 


7 
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Deſire of things neceſſary, &c. Ob/ervations 
That the ſame Paſſions which excite men to 
War, do alſo, with him, at other times per- 
ſwade them to Peace; and that thoſe Paſli- 
ons are really the more ſtrong, that do ſo. 
Se 9. | | 

Mr. H's Argument from certain Peculiari- 
ties in Humane Nature; why men cannot live 
as ſociably with each other as Brutes? The 
iſt. Competition for Honours, &c. Anſwer, No 
Argument to be drawa from this, in the ſtate 
of Nature. Set#. 10. 

His 2d Reaſon anſwered ; That the Com. 


mon Good, among Brutes, differs not from 


the Priyate, as it does among Men. Se#. r1. 
Anſwer to his 3d. Inſtance ; That Crea- 


| tures not having the uſe of Reaſon, do not 
| find fault with the Adminiſtration of the 
Commonwealth ; That this can be no Argu- 
-ment in the ſtate of Nature, before Common- 
{- wealths are inſtituted, &c. SedF. 12. 


"Anſwer to his 4th Reaſon ; That Brutes 


' 'have not the uſe of Speech, and ſo cannot 


make Good ſeem Evil, and Evil Good : Men 


not - in-a . worſe condition than” Brutes , by 


teaſon of Speech , but rather in a. better. 


> 


«Se. 13. 
- Anſwer to his 5th Reaſon 3 That Brutes 


do not diſtinguiſh between Injury and Da- 


mage, whereas it is otherwiſe in men. 


Sc, L4. -. R 2 : Anlwer 
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Anſwer to his laſt Reaſon ; That the agree. 
ment of Brutes is natural 3 but in Men artifici- 
al.. Sed. 15. | 

So much granted Mr. #7. 'That men are 
tormented with divers Pafſtions, which Beaſts 
are not: And ſo on the other ſide, men are 
endued with other Paſſions,which move them 
more ſtrongly to Concord. Se. 16, 

A farther Conſideration of the abſurdity 
and Inconſiſtency of this Hypotheſis, of a Na- 
tural ſtate of War. Se?. 17. | 


The Heads of the Eighth Principle. 


That mutual Compaits of Fidelity are woid in || 
the =_ of Nature ; but not ſo in a Common- || | 
wealth. © "27 


His Reaſon for it : Becanſe where Covenants 
are made upon 4 mutual truſt of future Perfor- 
mances, either Party may .chuſe whether he will 
perform, or not ;_ becauſe he is not ſure that the 
other will perform his Part alſo: And of this he 
Is the ſole judge : But that it is otherwiſe in a 
Civil State, where there is a Common ff ; 
Power to compel either of them that refuſe. } , 
Sect. 1. 

The reaſon apparent why he ſuppoſes Ci- F , 
—_—_ always in a ftate of War. 

1714 | | 


Upon 
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Upon theſe Principles it is altogether in 
vain for Princes or States, to make any 
Leaguesor Treaties of Peace with each other. 
ThisNotion gives them alſo aRight of putting 
to death, or making Slaves of Embaſſadois, 
and all others that come into their Dominions. 
Sec, 3. 

That upon this Principle of Mr. Z's. if 
CompaQts do not bind in the ſtate of Nature ; 
neither will they be of any force ia a Civil 
State, if either all, or the major part of the 


ContraQors, ſhould have all at once a mind 


to break them ; upon pretence, that either 
others do not perform their Parts, or that they 
fear they will not do it, Se@, 4. 

Mr. H. far exceeds his Maſter Epicurus 1n 
this Evil Principle. Se. 5. 


The Heads of the Ninth Principle. 


The Law of Nature is not truly a Law, unleſs 2s 


#t is delivered in the Holy Scripture. 


His Reaſons for it : That though they are Di- 
Hates of Reaſon, yet that for want of a Legi/li- 
tor, and of ſufficient ſecurity for thoſe that ſhall 
obſerve them ; they are not Laws , but as de- 
livered in Scripture, S2Q. nr. 

That it hath been already proved, that this 
Law of endeavouring the Common Good, is 
the ſum of all the Laws of Nature, and that 
R 3 pro- 
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proceeding from God, and eſtabliſhed by ſuf. 
ficient Rewards and Puniſhments; it hath all 
the Conditions required to a Law. That the 
defeft of other Writers, in not taking the 
like Method, hath been the cauſe of Mr. E's. 
and others falling into this Error. This 
Law not being given in any S:'t form of 
Words, no ObjeQtion againſt its certainty, or 
plainneſs. ' Sed. 2. 

This Law of Nature being to be colle- 
Qed from our own Natures,and that of things, 
is capable of being known even by perſons 
born deaf and dumb. Mr. #. acknowledges 
theſe Laws to be properly ſo, as proceeding 
from God, His allowing that thoſe Laws 0- 
blige only to a defire or endeavour of the 
Mind, that they ſhould be obſerved, a meer 
Ev:ſion, Anſwer to his ObjeCtion, of the 
want of Rewards and Puniſhments,he himſelf 
h:iving obviated this, by confeſfſing in his Lev. 
that they are eſtabliſhed by natural Rewards 
and Pumiſhments: If the Law of Nature is 
not properly a Law, then there are no natural 
Rights properly ſo call\d. Sed. 3. 

Anſwer to his main Reaſon; That we are 
not obliged to external Afts, for want of ſuf- 
ficient ſecurity ; That if this were a ſufficient 
Objection; then neirher Civil Laws would 
* oblige. Divine Puniſhments, as certainas Hu- 
mane. 9:0, 4. 

| That 


%F YSY Fay © 


'S Www Ws WS W 


That mens greateſt Security conſiſts in a 
ſtrict obſervation of all the Laws of Nature. 
Mr. #. in ſome places acknowledges, That 
if we do not obſerve the Laws of Nature, we 
ſhall fall into other Evils, beſides thoſe thar 
proceed fromthe violence of Men. S-#. 5. 

Two Reafons propoſed; ſhewing the falſe. 


nelsof TL AT gent of Mr. #7. The one, the 


Declaration.of all Civil Sovereigns concern- 
ing mens Innocency till accuſed ; The other 
from Mr. Z's own Conceſſion of a much 

reater Inſecurity that will follow from their 
non-obſervation ; (viz.) a War of all men 


againſt all, which is the moſt miſerable State 


all others. Se. 6, 7. 
The Heads of the Tenth Principle. 


 'That the Laws of Nature are alterable at \the 


will of the Civil Sovereign. 
That this is but a conſequence of his former 


Principle "* That nothing is good or evil in the 


ſtate of Natare ; his Arguments for this Prin- 
ciple, Becauſe it proceeds from Civil Laws, that 
every man ſhould have diſtin Rights to himſelf, 
as alſo aeurs not invade thoſe of others ; it fol- 
lows that theſe Precepts, Thou ſbalt honoar thy 
Parents; Thos ſhalt not kill, &c, are Civil 
Laws, and that the Laws of Nature preſcribe 


the ſame things, yet implicitely ; for the ſame 
R 


4 Lav 


The leads of the Second Part, 247 


we 
"$22 
Can... 
©" 
30 
1 
Ro x 
>» e 
- 
2 
> 
M : 
\ w 
£ A 


248 The Heads of the Second Part: 


Law commands all Compadts to be obſerved; 
and that to yield obedience, when obedience 
is due, was covenanted at the Inſtitution of 
the Commonwealth ; and therefore whatever 
Civil Sovereigns command concerning theſe 
things, muſt be obeyed; fince they alone can 
appoint what ſhall be yours, or anothers, or 
what ſhall be Murther, Theft, &c. Se, 1. 

Nothing written by'Mr. H. more wicked- 
ly or looſely, nor wherein he more contradidts 
himſelf, than in this Principle. The main 
foundations of which are already deſtroyed. 
| No CompaQts made at the Inſtitution of any 
Commonwealth, which can be of greater 
force than the Law of Nature. The dread- 
ful Conſequences that will follow from the 
contrary Principle ; Mr. H. allowing even 
Idolatry it ſelf to be lawful, if commanded by 
che Supream Powers. | 

That the Secondary Laws of Nature can 
never contradift, or alter thoſe thatare prior 
to them, as more conducing to —_— 
Good ; though Civil Laws may reſtrain, or 
enlarge ſeveral particular Inſtances. His Ex- 
ample of the Lacedemonian Boys anſiyered. 
Set. 2. | 

A. Concluding Inſtance jn anſwer to this, 
from that Law of ours, againſt relieving 


wandring Beggars, Sed. 3. 


Lacer- 


J* 
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Uncertain, whether Mr. H. broached this 
dangerous DoQrine out of ignorance, or de- 
ſign of flattering Civil Sovereigns ; yet that 
by this he endeavours tg deſtroy all Vertue 
and Goodneſs in Princes, and all obligation 
of Obedience in SubjeAs, whenever they are 
ſtrong enough to rebel. Se#?. 4. 

The Concluſion; containing an Apology for 
the length of theſe Confutations. SeF. 5. 
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The Second Part : 
Wherein the Moral Principles of 


Mr. Hobbs's De Cive & Leviathan, 
are fully Conſidered, and Confuted. 


_— 


=" 


INTRODUCTION. 


d. oY ras perhaps it may not ſeem 


unneceſſary, after ſo much as 

hath been ſaid, to prove the cer- 

tainty, and conſtant obligation of the Law of 
Nature, of endeavouring the Common Good 
of all Rational Beings; more particularly to 
confute the Principles of Epicurus, and his 
Follower Mr. H. it being a true Maxim in 
other Sciences, as well as Geometry, R-#um 
eft Index ſui, & obliqui : Yet ſince thoſe Au- 
thors have not only poifoned the World with 
their pernicious Tenets, but have alfo endea- 
voured to ſupport them with the ſpecious ap. 
pearances of Reaſon and Argument ; it may 
be expeCted, that we ſhould ſay fomewhar in 
anſwer 
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anſwer to theſe Reaſons and Arguments 
Mr. H. the Reviver of thoſe Principles in this 
Age, hath brought in his Book De Cive & 
Leviathan, to maintain and ſupport them. 
And therefore I have thought fit to add ſome 
Conſiderations, and Confutations of them, as 
far as they contradict the Principles we have 
here laid down ; and rather to put them here 
all together at the end,than in theBody of our 
Treatiſe of the Law of Nature; ſince there 
they would not only have interrupted the Co- 
herence of the Diſcourſe it ſelf, but would 
have alſo difturbed, and taken off the minds of 
the ordinary Readers (for whom I chiefly in- 
tend it) from a due conſideration of the truth 
and connexion of the things therein contained. 
And therefore I have thought fit rather to caſt 
them all together into a diftinCt part by them- 
ſelves; fince if you are Maſter of that former 
Part of this Diſcourſe, you will eafily perceive, 
notonly theFalſhood and Abſurdity of Mr. H's 
Principles, but that it was from his Ignorance, 
or Inconſideration of this great Principle of 
the Common Good of Rational Beings, that 
he firſt fell into thoſe Errors, and made pri- 
vate Self-preſervation not only the firſt mo- 
tive (which had been true enough) but alſo 
the ſole end of all Moral Attions, which is al- 
together falſe, and below the dignity, not 00- 
ly of a Philoſopher, but a Man, I have Fare: 
ore 


Conſidered, and (onfuted. 1257 
fore gone through all his Moral Principles in 
' order; and as for his Politick ones, if theſe 
are falſe, they will need no other Confuta- 
tion ; and I have reduced them into certain 
| Heads, or Propoſitions, and have truly gi- 
ven you this Sumof Arguments, that no man 
may find fault with me for miſrepreſenting 
his Opinions. | 


i ” VT * 


PRINCIPLE TI, 

Man ti not a Creature born apt for Society. 

0. 1, R. H. in his Philoſophical Ele- 
M ments, or Treatiſe De Cive, 

Chap. 1. . 2. lays down, and maintains this 
Principle, and gives certain ſpecious Reaſons 
for it; which becauſe they are ſomewhat te- 
. dious, and divers of them very trivial, I ſhall 
' rather chuſe to contra them, than be at the 
trouble of tranſcribing all that he hath looſely 
enough laid down for the maintenance of this 
Aſertion ; referring you, if you doubt whe- 
ther I rightly repreſent his meaning, to the 
Author himſelf in the place aboye-cited. 

He there in the firſt place ſuppoſes, that Man 
is not 4 Sociable Creature, becauſe it could not be 


' otherwiſe in Nature, but only by accident ; for if 
Ian loved Man naturally, there could be no rea» 


ſon 
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' ſon given mhy every one ſhould not love every 
oe alike, as being alike Man ; or why he (ſhould 
rather frequent thoſe in whoſe Society Honour and 
Profit is conferred, rather on himſelf, than others, 
Therefore we do not by nature ſeck Companions, 
but to be either honoured, or profited by them, 
Theſe in the firſt place ; but thoſe 1n the ſe- 
cond; And this he thinks he hath ſufficiently 
proved, by ſhewing us for what end men herd to« 
gether, and what they do when they aremet ; for 
zf they come together for Commerce. ſake, every 
one minds not his Companions, but his own In- 
tereſt, If for Publick Aﬀairs, there ariſes a 
certain Court-friendſhip, having more of mutual 
fear than love ; from whence often Faction, but 
never Good-will is produced. If for the ſake of 
Mirth and Pleaſure, every one is wont to pleaſe 
himſelf in thoſe things which raiſe laughter ; from 
whence be may( as it is thenature of what is ridicys 
tows )by the compariſon of anothers weakneſs or in- 
firmity,become more acceptable to himſelf: And he 
there p__—_ to ſhew from ſeveral. Obſerva- 
tions he had made in the Companies he had 

kept, That all men that converſe together exther 
for the ſake, or the inſtruttion of others, do only 
ſeek Company for their own profit,or glory, and not 
the good of others ; that is, for the love of himſelf, 
not of his Companions : And therefore ſince Min 
can never ſeek. Civil Society, only out of a deſire 
of glory; and although the Profits and Conv nis- 
EXCES 
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ences of life may be encreaſed by mens mutual affs- 
ſtance,y*t ſince that may be much better procured by 


' 4 dominion over others, than by their Society, no 


body can doubt, but that men are more vehemently 


carried by their Nature, when fear is removed, to 


dominion, than Society ; therefore it is to be laid 


| down for 4 Principle, That the original of all 
' great and laſting Societies did not proceed from 


the mutual Benevolence of Men, but their mutual 
Feat ;, Andby Fear, as he tells us in the Annota- 
tion to this Paragraph, he doth not mean only to 
be frightned, but under that word Fear, he com- 
prehends any proſpett of a future Evil, as to 
diſtruſt, ſuſpet?, beware, and to provide that they 
may. not fear, to be alſo the part of thoſe who 
are afrain. 


0. ». Having given you the Author's Senſe, 


- and in great part hisown words ; I ſhall now 


proceed to make ſome Obſervations upon 


| - them; and inthe firſt place muſt obſerve, That 


the main ſtrength of his Arguments confiſts in 
the ill, or falſe uſe of theſe words, unapt for 
Society. For if he only underſtands by them, 


.that Menare born aCtually unapt for Civil So- 
.*Clety, becauſe they are Infants, or elſe unex- 


, ——_ of the Evils proceeding from the 


ants thereof 3 this is indeed a great diſco- 


' very, and worthy a Philoſopher, that Chil- 


dren, or People withour experience, are not 
able 
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able to underſtand the meaning or force of 
| CompaQts; orare unable immediately toen- 


ter into a Civil State. Nor is his Realon any 
better ; That though Infants and perſons of 


full Age, though unexperienced, partake of . 
Human Nature ; yet being thus unapt for So-' 


ciety, Man is not made 
but Diſcipline. 


t for it by Nature, 


$. 3. From whence Iobſerve, That he only 
takes the meaſure of Humane Nature, from 
thoſe Paſſions which precede the uſe of Rea- 


fon, Experience, and Diſcipline. And as 


they firſt and chiefly ſhew themſelvesin Chil- 
dren and Fools ; or perſons unexperienced. 
Whereas, according to the Opinion of the; 
beſt Philoſophers, we ſuppoſe the truer na-/ 
ture of Man, ought rather to be taken from 
his utmoſt Perfection, iz. his Reaſon, or the 


| power of deducing EffeQts from their Cau- .. 


| tes; by whichalone, he is diſtinguiſhed from 

Brutes: And ſo the Will may incline us to 
thoſe things, which Reaſon ſhall judge moſt 
fit and convenient for our Natures. 


therefore Mr. H. doth very abſurdly, to op». 
poſe Experience, and Diſcipline, to Nature; - 
ſince whatever men learn by either-of theſe, 

they muſt till atrain to it by the force of their 
Rational Natures, and thoſe Facultiesof Rea- 


ſon and Speech, which Brutes are not pad 
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of : And therefore the nature of a Creature i$ 
beſt judged of from the utmoſt PerfeQtion it ' 
attains to : As the Nature of a Plant is notts 
be taken from its firſt appearance, or as ſoon 
as ever it peeps out of the Earth, but from its 
utmoſt ſtateof perfeQion, when itcomes tobear - 
Flowers, Seed, or Fruit. And even that Ex< 
POD, to which Mr. #. attributes all out 
eaſon, he himſelf grants to be a natural, and 
fot acquired. Power : See his Lewiathar, 
Chap. 8. where treating of IntelleCtual Ver- 
tues, he hath theſe Words ; The Inteleftnal 


Vertnes are of two ſorts, Natural, and 
red. By Naturdl, I mean not that which 


acquire 
a man 


bath from his Birth, for that is nothing elſe but 
ſenſe, wherein men differ ſo little from one anos 
ther, and from brute Beaſts, as it is not to be 
reckoned among ft the Virtues, But I mean that 


Wit, which is goxten by uſe only, arid expe 
 Pithout method, culture, or Inftruttion. 


riexce, 


| $.4. To conclude this Head, I defire thoſe 
Gentlemen of his Opinion, to take notice, 


That all Philoſophers, and Writers of 


Poli- 


as well as Mr. H. were not ignorarit 
how unfic Infants, and Grown Perſons, with- 


Civil Society ; But yet _ all chat, the 


_ 


| out experience,or labouring under any unruly 
Paſſion, were to enter into Leagues, or Com- 


pats; or to perform any of the Duties - a 
y ſup- 


poſed 
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| paler man to be born for thoſe ends ; which 


y the force of his Rational Nature ; he may , 


| at laſtattainto, unleſs ſomething preternatu- 
ral (ſuch as are thoſe diſorderly Paſſions, or 
Diſeaſes of the Mind) intervene : And J#- 
wenal”s Saying 1s as old as true 3 {Non atlind 
Natura, aliud Sapientia dittat. And ſure it is 
a childiſh Inference, and favours more of So- 


phiſtry, than true Philoſophy, to ſay, Mem are ' 


born Infants, and therefore unapt for Civil Sorts 
ety. Since any Country Fellow could have 
taught him better, who thinks his Son born apr 
to be a Plough-man, or a Grafier, though he 
knows he will not be able] to hold the Plough, 
until he is twelye or thirteen years of age: 
Nor yet to underſtand Grazing, until he isa- 
ble to ride and go to Market. | 


6. 5, But let us now more particularly exa- 
mine the Reaſons this Author there gives us, 
why Man isa Creature naturally unapt for $o- 
ciety,which he will have tobe onlyby accident; 
Becauſe if one man loved another natur ally as, man, 
there could be no reaſon why every man ſhould not 
love every man alike ; or wherefore he ſbould rar 
ther frequent thoſe in, whoſe company. he 1s. moſt 
likely to get Honour and, Profit. Therefore we 
do not naturally ſeek Companions, 1, e, for their 


own ſakes ; but. either to gain Honour or Profit: 


by them: Theſein the firſt place ; but thoſe inthe 
Secongy 8c Or. 8 \ In 
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| fa anſwer to which, I grant indeed; that 
particular perſons, when they joyn with 6 
thers, in any Society or Company, do uſual- 
ly conſider ſoime peculiar end, either of Profit 
or Pleaſure ; which may thence redound t6 
themſelves. Yet doth it fiot therefore follow 


preſent Ag can be expeQed, For tho? 
t be granted; that megeithet from a peculiar 
agreement of diſpoſitions; or that they ſup- 
poſe they can ſooner obtain ſome particular 
end or advantage, ih ſome mens Converlſati- 
on than others ; and do therefore prefer ſuclt 
mens Company before others 3/ yet does hot 
this prove, That man is not naturally a Soci- 
able Creature : Since he himſelf grants; That 
men can neither live comfortably, nor be ſo 
much as bred up, or preſerved; without the 
help and ory bf here: Wo Ra 
Therefore if he is deterriiitied to the etid; 
viz, happineſs, atid ſelf-preſervation; he 1s 
likewiſe as5neceffarilydeterthined to themoeafis, 
(viz.) Society; And his inclination fo this 
br that man's contipany more than orhets; is 
ho morean Argument againſt our Natures res 
quiring gs than if E ſhould argue ; 
hat becauſe I ove Muttdii better than eal; 
$ x thicrs- 
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therefore it is not from my nature, but only 
by accident, that I am ordained to preſerve 
my life by eating. And as for the inſtances 
which he gives, to let us ſce with what intent 
men meet together, from what men do when 
they are met. It is plain that Mr. H. here 
confounds that natural Society, which is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for man's preſervation, with 
theſe particular Clubs or Companies, which 
men keep for their greater pleaſure or advan- 
tage. And though Ihave already granted, 
that ſome mens particular profit 'or pleaſure 
may be promoted or increaſed, by frequent- 
ing ſome mens Companies, rather than 0, 
thers; as ſuppoſe there be a greater agree- 


ment of Diſpoſitions ;-.or that we have yo | 


more uſed to this or that man's Company 
Education, or long acquaintance, &7z. An 
though it be likewiſe granted, that a man 
does, more frequent their Company; among 
whom he finds moſt honour and profit. Since 
_ every man may lawfully purſue his own plea- 
ſures and advantages Gif he knows rightly 
how to judge of it.) Yet this doth not at all 
contradict man's ſociable nature, provided 


the Common Bonds of Society be not broken. 


and diſturbed, by any mans more parricular 
Intereſts or Ioclinations ; -and God has nor fo 
deſigned us to good for others, as that we 


ſhould negleQallcarc of our ſelves ; but = 
| "as 


Conſidered, and Confiited, 26x 
this ſociableneſs is therefore to be obſerved by 
mankind, that by a mutual communication of 
humane aſfiftances, and other natural goods, 
between divers perſons, we may more conve- 
niently promote our own pleaſure or advan- 
tage jointly with @hat of others ; Since a 
mutual love and benevolence, - is to be obſer- 
ved among men, though not otherwiſe rela- 

ted to each other, than by the common relati- 
on of Humanity, and. with whom. we . may 
preſerve aſufficient concord, by doing them 
good, rather than hurt, whenever it lies in 
our power. And though a map, when he 
joyns himſelf with ſome particular Company, 
will in the firſt place conſider his own-pleaſure 

_ or profit, before that of his Companions : 
Yet ought he not ſo to conſult his private ad- 
vantage, 'as that the good of 'the Civil Soci- 
| ety, or of Mankind in general,be thereby pre- 
| judiced, by injuring any of its particular Mem- 
bers: And a manas well in Natural, as Mo- 
ral and Civil Adions, ma oro ſe. his own 
nyo or profit, in the firſt place, though 
he may alfo intend ſome higher or nobler end 
of his merge, "Thus a man who intends 
to marry, may lawfully propoſe to himſelf. 
his own pleaſure and ſatisfaQtion ; though the 
great end of Marriage, (and which he. may 
alſo chiefly intend) be the propagation of 
Mankind. Solikewiſe a Maſter or Tutor that 
S 3 inſtructs 
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- the Common Good of Mankind) as t 


| precaution of a ftture Evil.) Oe we are 


mong 'men, which we look upon as moſt ne- 
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as others, may layfull ſe tq 
mſclf his own p rofit or advantage therehy 
gh be he may Th ultimately iptend the IN- 

ion of his Scholars, or Pupils I! I5, 


ho 
ftru 


end of his takin ing that Profeſſion. 
wiſ in Civil $ ities -0 Frolelion, So 

A man ima 7 propoſe to himſelf hjs own: 
rity, - Profit, or Honqur , as a webkfatin Fx 
eſftows his time apd labour, ar ventures his 
life 'in the ſervice of the Publick; And yet 
he may farther propole to. himſe the Jove. of 
his Countrey, or -% 200d of the Commons 
wealth, as the great | nd of his AQtions. 


, 6. So that it is to Title purpo ole which 

Mr. H. alledges, That the. original of thy 

greateſt and molt laſting Sh, Au to wit, 

Commonwealths, | did [not proce por 
nutyal Good-will , bu mRrnpl. ear; 

Ford Fear being uſed! for any fore-fi FO or 
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not here conſidering the original of Civil So- 
Cieties, but of that natural ſociableneſs a- 


celſaryand agrecable to the nature of man ; 
hqugh ſome particular men being alſo ſenſi: 

I; how obnoxious they were to the Inju- 
ries of thoſe 'who ſought their own pleaſure 
Or profir, without any conſideration of the 
intereſt 
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Conſidered, and Confuted. 1263 
mtereſt or good of others, did, to prevent 
them , unite themſelyes. together in thar 
ſtricter League of Amity, called Civil Socie- 
ty. So that this Common Amity or Benevo- 
lence, cannot be omitted to be firſt ſuppoſed, 
even in the very conſtitution of Common 


. wealths : Since thoſe who founded them, 


muſt have been before united, either by ſome 


natural relation ; and a mutual confidente in, 


or benevolence towards each other ; although 

erhaps, others might afterwards, out of 
car of their Power , or a ing of their 
Government, be compelled or allured, to 
joyn or affociate themfeves with them, 


$. 7. But as for thoſe Inſtances Mr. F. gives 
us of thoſe that ſeek Society only to. cenſure 
the Lives and AQtions of other men ; thereby 
to gain Glory to themſelves, from the Follies 
or Tokrmities of thoſe they converſe with; 


Such ſort of Converſation, confiſting for rhe' 


moſt part of ſome idle ill-natured men, who 
count themſelves Wits, and have little elſe 
to do, but to ſpeak ill of, and cenſure others, 
does not concern the major part of Mankind; 
who needing each others Society, for more 
neceſſary occaſions, have commonly other 
Buſineſs to diſcourſe of, when they meet. 


$ 4 0.8. 
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| £.8. As for the reſt of thoſe things he ſays, 
That the Neceſſaries of life may be much bet- 
ter procured by dominion over, than by the 
Society of others, that is altogether falſe, and 
precarious ; ſince no man'by his own ſingle - 
ſtrength, and without the voluntary help or 
ſociety of others, could ever yet ſubdue, and 
make Slaves of all other men he met with: 
And,therefore if any man ever increaſed his 
natural power or advantage over others, it 
was not by vertue of his own ſole power or 
frength, but by mens deference to his Vas 
lour, or Vertue, when they choſe him for 
their Head, or Leader ; or elſe that they fol- 
lowed him, and obeyed his Commands as 
their Father , or Grandfather, out of reve- 
_ to his Wiſdom, or Gratitude for; his 
cnefits, : | 

$. 9. To conclude, He himſelf there objeQs, 
that men cannot grow up, or live contented- 
Iy without the ſociety and aſſiſtance of others : 
And therefore cannot deny, but men deſire 
the ſociety of each other,their Nature compel- 


, 
, 


| ling them thereunto. But to come off from 


this ObjeQion, . he will have nothing called 
Society, but Commonwealths ; which, ſays 
he, are not meer Meetings, but Leagues, for 
making of which Compatts are neceſſary. 
And therefore till argues, that Infants, a 

£1101Q 
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thoſe that are unexperienced,” are uncapable 
of them, ec. Upon which. I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, That Mr. H. impoſes upon himſelf, and 
others, by confounding that firſt, and moſt 
natural amity, and ſociableneſs of Perſons of 
one and the ſame Family, as of Husband and 
Wife, Parents and Children, &c. towards 
each other, with that artificial Society, which 
proceeding wholly from CompaQts, we call a 
Commonwealth : So likewiſe he impoſes on 
his Readers in the uſe of the words Nature, 
and Natural (as T have partly ſhewn already) 
for by theſe words is commonly underſtood, 
either ſomething that is by Nature inſepara- 
bly proper to its ſubje&, as to a Fiſh to ſwim ; 
| and other things are natural and proper to a 
' Creature, not as a meer Animal, but as of 
{uch a Species, and at fuchan Age ; as for a 
Maa to go upon two Legs, and - x 00 Laſtly, 
It ſometimes ſignifies an aptneſs in a SubjeCt 
to receive ſome farther perfeQtion by culture 
and diſcipline,' with which Nature intended 
it ſhould be endued, So the Earth is intended 
by Nature for the produQtion of Vegetables ; 
yet it doth not niturally bring forth all Plants 
1n all. places alike, without Plowing, or Set- 
ting; yet are not theſe Plants ſo ſown, or fer, 
leſs natural far all that : So likewiſe I have 
already proved, that whatever perfeQtion we 
attain to by the power of our Reaſon or Ex- 
| perience, 


. —- 
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perience, it is not 1efs natural” hotwith- 
ſtanding. | | 
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PRINCIPLE II. 
All Mei by Nature ate equal. 


$. 1. Hich he thus undertakes to make 

outin the Chapter laſt cited, þ.3. 
The cauſe of mutual Fear conſiſts partly in mens 
vatural equality, partly in their mutual Will of 
hurting ; from whence it happens, that we are 
neither able to expet# ſecurity from others, nor 
yet afford it to our ſelves ; For if we confider 
Men grown up, and” take notite how frail the 
Frame of a Man's Body is (which failing, all his 
force, ſtrength and wiſdom fails together with it) 
and how eafie it 1s for any the mot weak , to kill 
the ſtrongeſt Man; there is no reaſon, that 
any man truſting in his own ſtrength, {bould ſup- 
poſe himſelf ſuperior by Nature to others, For 
thoſe are equal, who are able to do the like things 
againſt each other ; but thoſe who can do the great- 
eft thing, that is, take away life, are able to ao 
like, or equal things to each other , therefore all 
men are by nature equal , that unequality which 
wow is, being introduced by Civil Laws. 


Y 2, Be- 


Conſidered, and Confuted; 1265 
_ Þ. 2. Before I anſwer which, I ſhall firſt 
make theſe Conceſſions and Limitations ; 
Firſt, Igrant, Tha all Civil unequality of Per- 
ſons is introduced by Civil Laws. 244, That 
there is alſo ſuch a natural equality among 
Men, that there is nothing which one man 
can arrogate to himſelf as a Man, but by. the 
ſame reaſon which. he judges it fit or neceſ(- 
 fary for himſelf, he muſt alſo judge it alike fit 

and neceſſary for another man, who ftands in 
like need of it, Thus if Victuals, Cloaths, 

and Liberty, are things neceſſary for his own - 
| being, and preſervation, they are likewiſe 
equally neceſſary for the well-being and pre- 
ſervation of all other men, and conſequently 
that they have a like right to them ; from 
which natural equalityproceeds that greatRule 
pf theLawof Nature,7> do to others,as we'would 


NY -auegthers do to ws : And inthis ſenſeI agree 


with him, that all men are equal; fo that in 


| this ſenſe it is ſo far frombeing a cauſe of war, 


or difſention among men, that it rather per- 
{wades ta amity and concord : Yet doth not 
this equality hinder , but that there is not- 
withſtanding a natural unaguaily of ſtrength 
ox power amongſt men, both in body and 
mind ; fince any man, that doth but obſerve 
the great difference there is in both the 
ſtrength and underſtanding of ſome perſons 
above others, but will grant, that there is as 
ER Wo, great, 
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oreat, or greater difference between ſome 
men and others, than there is between ſome 
Brutes: ( ſuppoſing Apes, or Elephants). and 
men,in underſtanding : Yet does there not any 
natural equality follow from the Reaſon 
Mr. H. here gives us, T hat thoſe are equal, that 
are able to do the like things to each other, to wit, 
take away th-ir lives : For beſides that, there 
are ſome born maimed, and cripled, or elſe ſo 
void of underſtanding, as not to have either 
the will or ability to hurt or kill others; 
and if a Coward and a ftout man are to fight, 
ora very weak man and a ſtrong, will any 
man ſay that they are an equal match ? And 
this Mr. H. tells us, That it is eafie for the 
weakeſt to kill the trongeſt, man; he grants it 
muſt either be by chance, cunning, or ' ſurprize. 
I grant indeed it may happen by chance, and 
yer this will not make the match to be equal ; 
_ any more than it is in Cockfighting, where 
the Gameſters will lay five to one on ſuch a 
Cock's fide againſt another ſet down to fight 
with him ; and though perhaps the weaker 
Cock may happen to kill the ſtronger by a 
chance ſtroke, yet no man will therefore af- 
firm, that both theſe Cocks were equal by 
nature ; the ſame may be ſaid of Men. But 1t 
may be replied, That there is a great diffe- 
rence between Men and Beaſts, ſince though 
Brutes cannot, yet a Man weaker in body - 
min 
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mind than another he would be rovengyd of, 
may join, or combine with one as wiſe and 
ſtrong as his Adverſary , and then they will 
be an equal Match in point of firength. If 
this were a good Argument, it would prove 
more, or rather contrary to that for which it 
is deſigned ; for this weaker man may com- 
bine with one as ſtrong and wiſe as the other, 
and then the odds will be apparently on 
the weaker man's ſide : But if Tſhould grant 
the utmoſt that can be asked, that both theſe 
mens wit and ſtrength taken together, are 
ſtill but an equal match co the other, may not 
this wiſer and ſtronger man as well alſo com- 
bine with others as wiſe and ſtrong as himſelf, 
and then will not the unequality be much 
greater than it was before? And as for cun- 
ning, or ſurprize, it ſignifies as little, ſince 
the ftronger man may be as cunning as the 
other, and may have alſo as good luck in ſur- 
priſing him at unawares ; but it is indeed a 
very trivial Argument to prove this natural 
equality, becauſe thoſe are equal that areable 
to do the like things to each other ; ſince this 
were to level Man with the moſt deſpicable 
Creatures ; For there is ſcarce any Beaſt, nay 
; Inſe&t, fo weak, but may ſometime or other 
deſtroy a man by force, or ſurprize ; and we 
read of a Pope who was choaked by ſwallow- 
ing of a Fly in his Drink, which it it could be 

ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed to be done by the Fly on -pur- 

poſe, would make the Fly and the Pope to 
equal by Nature. | 
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PRINCIPLE 11: 


That there is a mutual will or defire in all min 
in the ſtate of Nature, of hurting each other. 


$. x. 


De Czve, 
There is 4 will({ays he) indeed in all men of dos 
ing hurt in the ſtate of Natnre, but not from the 
Same cauſe,nor alike culpables For one man,actorad- 
ing to a natyral equality, allows td others all the. 
fame things as to himſelf, which i the part of 
a inodeſt map, and of ane that rightly meaſures 
his own ſtrength ; another eflceming himſelf ſu- 
perior to others, will have all things to be. Iawfut 
for himfelf only, and atrogates an honour to him- 
ſelf above others , which # the nt of a proud 
aiſpoſition ; therefore the will of hurting is in this 
man from a vain glory; and a falſe efbeem of his. 
own power, as it ts in the other from a neceſſity 0 
defending his own Goods and Liberty againſt the 
other”s violences Beſides, ſince the ſtrife of wif 
ds the greateſt amonoſt men, it is neceſſary that 
wvery great diſcord ſhould ariſe from that Conten- 
#107 7 


7 Hich Mr. #. thus endeavours to 
. prove in the ſame Chapter of his 
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tion; for it is not ouly odious to contradift, but 
alſo not to conſent ; for uot to conſent to another 
in 4 thing, is tacitly to accuſe him of error in that 
matter ; ſo likewiſe to diſſent in very many things, 
is as much as to count him a Fool; which may ap- 
pear from hence, that no Wars are more ſharply 
proſecuted , than, between different Seits of the 
ſame Religjon, and the Fattions of the ſame 
Commonwealth, where there is a ftrife concern= 
ine Dotrine, or Civil Prudence. But fince 
all pleaſure and ſatisfaction of mind conſiſts 
3 this, That « man may have ſomewhat, by 
which , comparing himſelf with others, he may 
think highly well of himſelf ; it is impoſſible 
but that they. ſhould ſhew their mutual hatred © 
and contempt ſometimes , either by laughter , 
words or geſtures, or by ſome outward ſign , 

than which. there is indeed nogreater vexation of, 
mind, neither from. which a greater deſire of 
hurting can ariſe. But the moſt frequent cauſe 
why men. deſire to hurt each other, ariſes from 
hence, that many deſire the ſame thing at once ; 
yet ( which wery oftes happens ) they neither 
mA), n0Y can Cnjoy. it in common, 10r will yet 
arvide it ; from whence it follows, that it muſt 
be given to the tronger ; but whois the ftronger, 
£41. 0nly be known by fighting. 


| 4.2, From which, I ſhall firſt obſerve, 
That it is not true, that in the ſtate of N h_ 
; | there 
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there is in all mena like will of hurting each 
other : For in this State, the firft, and moſt 
natural condition to be conſidered is, when 
men have not as yet at all provoked each o- 
ther, nor done them either good or harm. 
And in this condition, none but a Fool, a 
Wicked man, or a Mad-man can have any 
deſire to hurt another, who hath given him 
no provocation for it : Though T grant, that 
there are coo many men (ſuch as Mr. Hobbs 
deſcribes) who will arrogate more things to 
themſelves, than'they either deſerve, or real- 
ly need ; yet even in theſe men, there is not 
a will to hurt every man alike, but only thoſe 
who ſtand in their way; and whoſe Goods, 
or other things, they may think may be uſe- 


ful for themſelves. ' 'Nor yet are theſe all. 


Mankind, ſince he grants thereare ſome, and 
perhaps as many,. or more ; who, according 
to natural equality, will allow to others all 
the ſame things, as to themſelves, which he 
grants is the part of a modeſt man, and whe 
makes a true eſtimate of his own ſtrength. 
And certainly, if this modeſt man judges ac« 
cording to right reaſon, who allows to others 
the ſame things, as to himſelf," this violent or 
proud man (he here deſcribes) cannot acquire 
any right to the liberty or goods of others, 
from his own unreaſonable judgment, and 


talſe eſtimation of his own ſtrength or mertt: 
| Nor 
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Nor is this ſelf-defence, of the modeſt or ho- 
neſt man, properly a defire to hurt the other, 
but only a neceſſity to defend himſelf againſt 
' his afſaules, ſince he had no intention to hurt 
him, before this violent man gave him a juſt 
provocation: 


| $ 3. As for that ſtrife of Wit, which (as he 
ſays) is the rum among men ; though 
there may be ſome difterence'in Opinions, and 
Contentions ariſe from thence ; Yet doth ic 
not therefore follow, that there muſt from 
thence neceſſarily ariſe a deſire in all men, of - 
hurting or deſtroying others: For there are 
many of ſo equal and reaſonable adiſpoſition, 
that they can find no cauſe of hating, much 
leſs of hurting others ; though they oftendif- 
fer from them in opinion ; or that they muſt 
take all others for fools, if they prefer their 

own Judgment before another Man's. 
And as for Mr. Z's Inftances; that there 
\are no Wars more ſharp than thoſe between! 
the different SeCts of the ſame Religion, or 
the Factions of the ſame Commonwealth, 
theſe Examples will not make out that for 
which he produces them ; Since, he grants, 
Wars about Religion do ſeldom happen, but 
| amongſt thoſe of different Secs in the ſame 
Religion ; which ſhews 1t doth not proceed 
from the Natural State of Mankind, which 
—D ""* . ovughe 
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ought to be governed by Reaſon, not Super- 
ſition; much leſs from natural Religion, 
| bur from an_ unreaſonable Superſtition, or 
blind Zeal, roo often inflamed by the Prieſts 
of either Party ; making it not their own, 
but God's Cauſe, or Glory, (as they. call it) 
for which they would have them fight, per- 
ſecute, and deftroy- each other. And, as for 
the Wars and Contentions between the ditte- 
rent Factions of the ſame Commonwealth ; 
it 1s apparent they have no place in the meer 
ſtate of Nature; ſince they are.produced by 
mens entring into Civil Society ; aud there- 
fore they are not fairly urged by Mr. H. asan 
Inſtance'of their defire to hurt each other in 
the ſtate of Nature. 7 SE 


$. 4. In anſwer to his Aﬀertion, That al' {«- 
tizfattion of the mind is placed in ſomething, by 
which a max comparing himſelf with others, may 
thereby Yhink 4 well of himſelf: And there- 
fore it # impoſſible but they muſt declare their ha- 


red and contempt of each other, ſometimes either 


by laughter, &C. thanwhith there can be no prea- 
tcr vexation, weither from which 4 greater acſire 
of revenge doth uſually ariſe. 


I thus reply : Firſt, Neither does this Ob- 


ſervation reach, fo that they muſt needs take 
pleaſure in puting a higher value upon them- 
iclves, than they deſerve ; or that right Rea- 
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ſon, or Prudence, ſhould perſwade them to 


affront others, either by Words or Actions: 
Neither yet to take forAfronts,and mortal In- 


juries, all thoſe things, which any ſilly, ill-bred 


Fellow may happen to do: Since ſuch quarrels 
do not proceed either from Nature,or Reaſon, 
but from fooliſh Cuſtoms, and bad Education; 
as appears in making, giving the lie, an af- 
front, which.was not fo, till about an Age a- 
gone; neither is among other Nations; but 


, us Exropeans, any occaſion of a Quarrel : Nor 
yet is there afly neceſſity, but that men may, 


and often do differ from each other, in opini- 
on and words too, without giving one ano« 
ther the lie, or any juft occaſion of offence : 
And therefore theſe are no ſufficient grounds 
to raiſe a general Rule of the Natural ſtate of 
all Mankind, from the indiſcretion, or ul 
manners of ſome, nay many men. | 


$5. As for his laſt Reaſon, from the de- 
fire of divers men at once to the ſame 
thing, which cannot be decided without 


fighting. 


In anſwer tothis, I grant this may be true 
amongſt Brutes 3 as alſo amongſt- brutiſh 
and unreaſonable men : But ſince God hath 
endued men with Reaſon, either to divide 
the thing, if it be capable of diviſlioq ; or 
elſe to uſe it by turns, where it is not, where --- 

| T 2 | divers 
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_ divers have an equal right init; or elle to 
leave jt wholly to the firſt occupant ; fince e- 
'very man hath a natural right to what he thus 
acquires, as is fully proved 1a the precedent 
diſcourſe. Therefore granting mens Lufts 
and Paſſions do often encline them to War 
and contention, yet are not they therefore de- 
termined, or, neceſſitated thereunto 3 feeing 
God hath given Man Reaſon to forelee, as 
alſo to: prevent the evils of War; and has 
likewiſe endued them with as ſtrong Paſhons 
(as Mr. H. acknowledges) to incline them 
to peace ; as hath been more fully made our, 
when we- ſpeak of the Natural State of Man- 
kind : Neither in the ſtate of Nature, hath 
God made fo niggardly a diſtribution (of 
things, that no man can deſire ; or make uſe 


of any thing neceſſary for life, but preſently 


another muſt ſtart up to be his competitor 
ſor it : Since if men lived according to right 
Reaſon, and the neceſſities of Nature, and 
{till uſed: the Fruits of the whole Earth in 
Common, there would be yet left a ſufficient 
ſtock to ſupply the Neceſfities of them all, 
without coveting the Goods of others, or tak- 
ing away that they are already poſſeſſed of. 


p | F333, 97 PRIN.- 
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PRINCIPLE IV. 


That N#ture hath given to every one a right to all 
things. De Cive, C. x. $. 10. 


$ 
4 
; Q. Is Þ 47 is (as be explains it) in 4 
meer natural. ſtate, or before men 
: | were obliged to each other by any Compatts, it 
. | was lawful for every one to ao all things whatſoe- 
. | ver, and againſt whomſoever it pleaſed him ſo to 
\ | 40; and to poſſeſs, uſe, and enjoy all things, 
which he would or could ; but Since whatſoever 
' || things any one would have, they either ſeemed 
| good for himſelf, becauſe he deſires them, and do 
* || either conduce to his own preſervation, or at leaſt 
, | may ſeem to conduce to it ; But whether thoſe 
"| things do really conduce to this end, he ſuppoſes he 
| hath in the former Article proved the Perſon him- 
felf to be ſole judge, So that thoſe muſt be coun- 
ted as neceſſary means, which he judges as ſuch : 
And by the 7th Article aforegoins, thoſe things 
are done and enjoyed by the right of Nature, 
which do neceſſarily conduce to the preſervation of 
his own life and members : Whence jt follows, to 
| bave and do all things inthe ſtate of Nature, us 
lawful for al men; and this tis what i commonly 
ſaid, That Nature hath given all things to all men: 
From whence alſo it is underſtood, that in the © 
ſtate of nature, Profit or utility, is the meaſure 
of Right: T4 Which 
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Which Argument in his Annotations to this 
Article, he thus explains and contratts, 

This is ſo to be underſtood, that that mhich 
auy one may do, in a meer natural ſtate, 1s injuri- 
ous 10 20 man :; Not that in ſuch a ſtate it is im- 
prffible to ſin againſt God, or to violate the Laws 
of Nature ; but injuſtice towards men ſuppoſes 
Human Laws, which are zot in the ſtate of Na- 
zure, But thetruth of the propoſition ſo under- 
ffood, is demonſtrated to the mindful Reader,\in 
the forecoing Paragraphs : ' But becahſe in ſome 
gaſes, the hardneſs of” the Conclafion drives vat 
the memory of the Premiſes, be contratt s the Ar- 
gurent, and lays it thus to be ſeen at onte; By Art. 
rhe 7th it is proved, that every one hath 4 right 
of preſervinos himfelf'; and by Art. the 8th. 
Therefore the ſame perſon hath aright to aſe all 
 paeans meeſſary thereunto. But by Art, the gth, 
Thoſe m2ans are neceſſary, which he ſhall judpe to 
be ſo. Therefore the :ſame perſon hath a tight to 
haut, and poſſeſs all things which he ſhall jadge 
ncceſſary fer his own pafreathia : Therefore 'm 
the judoment of the aver, that which is done, ei- 
zher by Right, or by Injury. Therefore it is done 
by Right, becauſe in the ſlate of Nature nothing 
{5 inſurious. 

T have made bold to add this laſt Clauſe 
from what went before, becauſe otherwiſe 
che Argument is imperfect, 


T her co. 
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Therefore it is evidently true, That in a mere 
natural . State, every man hath a right to all 


thangs. 


$. 2. For the deſtroying of which Princi- 
ple, as alſo for the anſwering the Arguments 
which he brings to ſupport it, I ſhall in the 
firſt place obſerve, That the Author's Conclu- 
fion which he makes from his Premiſes in his 
Annotations, viz. T hat every man hath a right 
to do, and poſſeſs all things which himſelf ſhall 
Juage — or his own preſervation, is not 
the ſame which he draws from the ſame Pre- 
miles in the Text, (viz.) That every man hath 
a right to have, and ao all things in the ſtate of 
Nature. For indeed from his own Principles 
no other Concluſion can follow, than what he 
hath now drawn from thence in his Annota- 
tion ; for ao man 1a his right Senſes ever yet 
judged, that to have, and do all things what- 
ever, was abſolutely neceſſary for his pre- 
ſervation; only that he had a right indefi- 
nitely to as many of them as he ſhould judge 
neceſſary for this End. 24/3, Neither ought 
a man in the ſtate of Nature to propoſe the 
bare preſervation of his own Life, and Mem- 
bers, as the only end of living, ſince that may 
.be enjoyed by thoſe who are really very miſe- 
rable, as may be obſerved in ſuch as labour 
under tedious and conſtant Lnfirmities,. or are 
; oy | con- 
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' condemned to the Mines, or Gallies, or ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be carried away by any do- 
mineering, or irrational Appetite or Paſſion: 
And if the preſervation of a man's:Life and 
Members, were the. only ends of life ;_ then if 
another in the ſtate of Nature ſhould threaten 
£0 kill or maim him, unleſs he would deny, or 
blaſpheme God, or murther his Father, it 
were upon this Principle lawful, nay neceſſa- 
ry for him ſo to do; it being the only means 
by which he could preſerve his life and 
Limbs. 341, Neither doth any man's raſh or 
falſe judgment, that ſuch a thing is neceſſary 
for his own preſervation,confer on him a right 
co that thing ; for then God had given him a 
right to all things they ſhould in any paſſion,or 
raſh and inconſiderate humour fancy neceſſary 
for that end, tho it really tended to their de- 
ſtruction,or that of other innocent menzSo that 
if a man ſhould think the blood of his deareſt 
Friend would cure him of ſome Diſtemper he 
lay under, he might lawfully upon this Prin- 
ciple murther him (if he could do it ſafely) ; 
And then God ſhould have given men a 
right of deſtroying themſelves and others, 
whenever they thought (though falſly) that 
jt conduced to their preſervation, the ſatisfa- 
ion of their unreaſonable Appetites or Hu- 
mours : ſince ſuch an anlimited Right, or ra- 
gher Licenſe, can be ſo far from conducing to 
any 
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any man's preſervation, that if any men ſhould 
ever have gone about to pur it in prattice, it 
would have long fince produced not only 
their own deſtraCtion , but that of all Man- 
kind, Fa 6 LO ; 
$. 3. And if Mr. H. his own definition of 
_ right Reaſon be true, Arr. 7th of this Chap- 
ter, That it us a liberty of uſing a man's Faculties 
according to right Reaſox; then certainly right 
| Reafoncan never judge contradiCtory Propo- 
ſitions to be true, as that Tſhould in the ſtate 
of Naturehave a right to all things my Neigh- * 
bour was poſſefſed of, and his life 'into the 
bargain, if I thought 1t might conduce to my 
ſelf-preſervation ; and that this ſhould be 
likewiſe as true,and rational a concluſion, that 
he ſhould have the like right againſt me ; 
ſince the word r:ght is never uſed by any Wri- . 
. ters of this SubjeQ, but with reſpe& to ſome 
Law, either Natural, or Civil, which Mr. X7. 
acknowledges in the next Chapter, Arr. rſt, 
in theſe words. But ſince all do grant that ro 
be done by Rizht, which is not done contrary to 
right Reaſon, we ought to ſuppoſe that done by 
Injury, which is repugnant to right reaſon \, or 
which contraditts ſome truth collefted from true 
Principles by right Reaſon ; but that is done by 
Injury, which is done againſt ſome Law, therefore 
right Reaſon is a certain Law, which is called _ 
' OE | tural, 
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tural, fiance it is not leſs 4 part of Humane Na- 
ture than any other Faculty or Aﬀettion of the 
Mind : as Mr. H. himſelf confeſſes in this 2d 
Chapter of this Treatiſe De C:ve, $. 1. tho 
he ſtrives to avoid the force of it in his Anno- 
' tations to this Article ; where, by right Rea- 
ſon in-the ſtate of Nature) he tells us, Ht 
does not thereby underſtend (as many ds) any 
znfallible Faculty in men, but the Att of Ratio- 
cination ; that is, every man's own true reaſon 
concerning his own Actions, as they may redound 
to the profit or hurt of himſelf, or other men ; 
and the reaſon why he calls it a mans own Reaſon, 
zs , that though in a Commonwealth the reaſon 
' thereof, that is, the Civil Law, is to be taken as 
right by all the Subjeits ; yet out of « Common- 
wealth, where no man can diſtinguiſh right Rea- 
ſon from falſe, but by comparing it with his own, 
every man's own Reaſon is not only to be taken for 
the Rule of his own Aftions, but alſo in his own 
Aﬀpairs, for the meaſure of all other mens Reaſon : 
But how this will agree with what. follows, 
] cannot tell ; Whey be calls right Reaſon that 
which concludes from true Principles; becauſe that 
ip falſe ratiocination, or in.the folly of men not 
obſerving thoſe duties towards others which are ne- 
eſſary to their own preſervation, conſiſts all the 
violation of natural. Laws. 

_ Buthow falſe ratiocination, or folly, ſhould 


give them a right to all they have a mind ip 
i - 
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a&t thus towards others, I cannot apprehend; 
but from theſe words of Mr. H. I ſhall only 
obſerve, That though I do not ſuppoſe Rea- 
ſon to be any infallible Faculty, any more 
than the caſting up of an Account jnto a 
Sum total, . though falſe, ro be right Arith- 
metick , or true Counting ; yet by right 
Reaſon, whea it is not erroneous, is to be 
underſtood the true exerciſe of that Facul- 
ty 3 not erroneous in its judgments, and there- 
fore doth not confiſt in the bare a of Ra- 
- tiocination, but in its true effeQs; that 'is, 
when true Propoſitions, or Premiſes, being 
laid up in the memory, thoſe Concluſions are 
drawn from thence, which when they are 
PE and contain true moral Rules of 
ife, are called Laws of Nature. | 

$. 4. And therefore it is not true, that in 
a Commonwealth the publick Reaſon, or - 
Law thereof, are to be always taken -for 
Right ; for then if the Laws of the Common- 
wealth ſhould enaQParricide,Ingratitude,and 
breach of Faith, to' be exerciſed as Vertues, . 
and to conduce to the good and preſervation 
of Mankind, they would preſently become 
ſo; which, I ſuppoſe, neither this Author, - 
nor any rational Man would affirm. Nor is 
his other Propoſition any truer, that out of a 
Commonwealth , no man can diſtinguiſh 
Tight Reaſon from falſe, but by comparing - 
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with his own ; and therefore that muſt be the 
meaſure of all his Actions, from whence he 
deduces the right of all men to all things; 
which Argument I ſhall reduce into the form 
of a Syllogiſm, that you may the better judge 
_ of itstruth. Jt is lawful in the ſtate of Nature 
for every one to poſſeſs all things, and to do all 
things towards all men, which ſome Judge ſhall 
judge neceſſary for the preſervation of his own 
life and Members : But thoſe things that every 
man himſelf ſhall judge to be neceſſary to his pre- 
ſervation, thoſe the only Fuage in this caſe ſuages 
to be neceſſary for this end ;, (for he had proved 
before, that himſelf is the only Judge 1a the 
ſtate of Nature, what things are neceſſary for 
his preſervation;) zherefore to have, and do all 
things, &C. is neceſſary for 4 man's own preſer- 
vation, In which Syllogiſm the major iscer- 
tainly falſe, becauſe though a man's ſelf be the 
fole Judge in the ſtate of Nature, yet he.ma 
give a falſe, Sentence, and ſuppoſe. th FA 
things to -be neceſſary: for his preſervation 
which really are not ; neither 1s there any 
reaſon that in the ſtate of Nature, any more 
than in a Civil State, the bare Sentence of a 
Judge ſhould confer a true and equitable 
Right on any man to an Eſtate, if the Judge 
determines contrary to all the Rules of Law 
and Equity. So likewile 1n the ſtaxte of Na- 
ture, a man's own judgment can confer . no 
Sh "REL Right 
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Right upon him, when he quits the only true 


| Rulgs of his Judgment, which in this State 


can only be the Lawsof Nature, or right Rea- 
ſon, and the nature of things, and Mankind, 


from whence only they are drawn. Nor can 


there be any State ſuppoſed, either Natural, 
or Civil, in which there is no Rule of Hu- 
mane Judgment, or that whatſoever a man's 
mind ſhall raſbly ſuppoſe things to be, that 
they muſt preſently become ſuch as he hath 
fancied them : Since the utility of things ne- 
cefſary for the preſervation of Humane Na- 
ture depend not upon 'mens raſh judgments, 
but upon the force of their natural Cauſes ; 
and a man by thus falſly judging, that he had 
a right to all things that he hath a mind to, 
and that they are abſolutely neceſſary for his 
preſervirtion, can no more make them become 


{o, than if he ſhould judge that Ratsbane 
were Sugar-candy, it wou 


| d be thereby pre- 
ſently turned into wholſome Food : So like- 


wiſe thoſe general, and univerſal Cauſes, 


which procure the preſervation, or miſchief 
of Mankind, do depend upon ſuch fixt Princi- 
ples in Nature, as are not to bealtered by the 
judgment of any Judge, whether he be a ſin- 
gk man in the ſtate of Nature, or the. Su- 
pream Powers in a Commonwealth. 


$. 5. But 
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$. 5. But this Error of Mr. H. concern= 


ing the force of his Sentence, which thus falſ- 
ly pronounces an abſolute Dominion over all 


men, and all things, to be neceſſary for his 


preſervation, -and thereby to confer a Right 
thereunto; ſeems to proceed from hence, 
That he having obſerved in a Civil State the 
Sentence of the Supream Magiſtrate, or 
Judge, had that force with the Subjects, that 
whether his Sentence were according to the 
Rules of Law, or natural Equity, or not, it 
was nevertheleſs to be obeyed, and ſubmitted 
to: Whereas this Submiſſion proceeds whol- 
ly from their Conſents who inſtituted the 
Commonwealth , in order to the publick 
Good, and for the putting ſome end to Con- 
troverſies ; ſince all the Subjeas muſt ſubmit 
tothe Judgment of the Supream Power, or 
Magiſtrate, whether 1t be right or wrong ; 
becauſe they areall ſatisfied, that it conduces 
more to their common quiet and ſafety, that 
ſome few ſhould ſometimes ſuffer through an 
unjuſt Judgment , than that Controverſies 
ſhould be endleſs, or at leaſt not without Civil 
Wars, or Diſturbances. So that it is evident, 
That it is only from a greater care of theCom- 
mon Good, than of the Lives or Eſtates of any 
particular perſon that lays a foundation for 
this Prerogative, which though I grant be- 
longs to all Supream Powers, yet if this once 

| COme 
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come to be generally -and notoriouſly abuſed 
by conſtant courſe of wilful Violence, O 

preſſion and Injuſtice, ſo that the Subjects 
cannot longer bear it, they will quickly 
make their appeal ſomewhere elſe, unleſs they 
are hindred by ſome predominant Power, or 
Force over them. . 


$. 6. But on the other ſide it is certain, 
That men in the ſtate of Nature cannot ad- 
mit of any final Judgment, or determination 
of a doubt or difference, beſides an evidence 
either from the things themſelves, or from 
that truſt or credit they place in ſome mens 
either Judgment or Teſtimony, whereby all 
manner of doubt or {cruple is clearly remo- 
ved out of the minds of the Parties concern- 
ed; and thatitappears evident to them, thac 
they are not impoſed upon ; neither can there 
be any end of debates amongſt divers Pre- 
tenders, unleſs one Party being convinced by 
the ſtrength of the other's Reaſons, come over 
to his, or their Opinion ; or elſe being fatiſ- 
fied of the Knowledge and Integrity of ſome 
third Perſon, as an Arbitrator, do willingly 
ſubmit to his Sentence. 


6. 7, For Humane Nature will ever ac- 
knowledge a difference between right Rea- 
ſon, and falſe ; and between a juſt, and an 
| unjuſt 
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unjuſt Judgment ; and *cis only Truth and 


right Reaſon that have this Prerogative, that- 


they can confer a right on us of doing thoſe 
things which they . preſcribe. For even 
Mr. H. in his definition of Rzght,. acknow- 
ledges , that it is only a liberty of uſing our 


Faculties according to right Reaſon ; where- 


as all Error, or falſe Judgment, whether it 
be concerning Neceſlaries for the preferva- 


tion of Life, or in any other practical matter, 


can give no man a right of doing that which 
he then falſly judges neceſſary for his preſer- 
vation. And therefore Mr. 7's Concluſion, 


where he acknowledges at laſt ; That right 
Reaſon is that which concludes from true Princi- 
ples ; and likewiſe that in the falſe reaſoning, and 
folly of men, in not underſtanding their Duties 
towards other men, conſiſts all the violation of the 


Laws of Nature ; grants as much as I-can de- 
fire ; but how this will agree with that looſe 
definition of Reaſon, where he fuppoles every 
man's reaſon to be alike right, I deſire any-of 


his Diſciples to ſhew me. Therefore to con- + 


clude, I can only allow that to be practical 
right Reaſon, which gives us leave to under- 
take things reaſonable and poſſible, and that 
forbids a man to arrogate to himſelf alone a 
dominion over all men, and all things, which 
is needleſs and impoſlible, indeed w 
Aicious to his preſervation, DR: tb 

| $. 6, But 


olly per- * 
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$. 8. But to avoid this difficulty, Mr. ZZ. ' 
and his Followers fly to the Subterfuge of a 
natural neceſſity in men, that ſo judge thus 
fllly, and aQ contrary to the Laws of Na- 
ture, or Reaſon: And therefore in his Preface 
to this Treatiſe, he ſuppoles a/! zen to be evil 
by Nature, and makes them neceſſarily determi- 
ned by their Appetites and Paſſions (before they 
are endued with Reaſon and Diſcipline) to att miſe 
chievoauſly, and unreaſonably ; and therefore tells 
us, that Cbilaren, unleſs you give them every 
thing they deſire, cry, and are angry, and will 
frike : therr wery Fathers. and Mothers; and it 
is by nature they ao ſo, and. yet are blameleſs ; as © 
well becauſe they cannot hurt, as alſo that wanting 
the uſe of Reaſon, they are yet free from all its 
Duties : But the ſame perſons, when grown ups 
and having .got firength enough to hurt, if they 
hold on to do the ſame things, they then begra both 
to be, andtobeealiedevil. So that awicked man 
is almoſt the ſame thing, as an overgrown Chill. 
or a man of a childiſh diſpoſition, becauſe there is 
the ſame defett. of Realon at that age, in which 
by Nature, improved by Diſciplize, and experi> 
ence of its incanvenencies, it commonly happens 
' 40. 'be amended. So likewiſe the Author of 
Irattatus T heologico Politicus, who more. open- 
ly than Mr, 5, (but upon the ſame Principles) 
endeavours to deſtroy all Religion, both Na- 
tural, and Revealed ; argues to this purpoſe, 
| [1 Fs 
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in the 16th Chap. of the ſaid Treatiſe, Firſt, 
By the Law of Nature, He under ſtands nothing 
but the Nature of every Individual ; according to 
which, we concetve each of them naturally deter mi«, 
ned to exiſt after a certain manner. Thus Fiſhes 
are ordained to ſmim, and the great ones to de» 
wvour'the leſs : Therefore Fiſhes live in the Was 
ter, and devour each other by the higheſt Right : 
For Nature conſidered ſimply, hath a right to all 
things it can ado, or its right extends it ſelf, as 
-far as its power ;, Since the power of:Nature is 
but the power of God, who hath the higheſt right 
to all things. But becauſe the power of Univerſal 
Nature, ts nothing but the power of all the Indivi- 
auat Creatures together, , it follows that every 


Individual hath the higheſt right to all things it 


can ao; that is, it extends it ſelf as far as its 
power. And ſince it is the firſt Law of Nature, 
that every thing ſhould endeavour, as far as it is 
able, to preſerve it ſelf -inits Natural State ; and 
that, without any conſideration of other Creatures, 
but only of it ſelf; Therefore it follows, that eve- 
ry Individual hath the higheſt right to exiſt, and 
operate, as it is thus nuturally determined : Nor 
will he allow any difference, by Nature, between 
men and other Creatures ; neither between men 
enaued with Reaſon, and thoſe that have not yet 
attained the uſe of it ; neither between Fools ana 
Madmen, and others that are of ſound Under- 

ſtanding ;, and his Reaſon is this, For whatever 
| '. any 
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any Creature doth by the force of its Natare, it 
doth it by the higheſt Right, viz. becauſe it ats 
as it is by Nature determined, neither ts it able to 
aft otherwiſe : Therefore amons men, whilſt con+ 
ſidered as living under the meer Empire of Nature, 
as well he that doth not yet underſtand Reaſon, 
or hath not acquired a habit of Virtue, lives by 
the higheſt Right, according to the Laws of his 
own Appetite, as well as he that direds his Life 
according to the Rules of Reaſon, So that as 4 
Wiſe-man hath a Right to all things that Reaſon 
diffates, or of living accoraing to its Rules : So 
likewiſe the ignorant and fooliſh hath a like right 
to all things which their Appetites deſire. So that 
every man's Natural Right, is not determined 
by Right Reaſon, but by Power and Appetite: 
For all men are not naturally ordained to operate 
according to the Laws of Reaſon, but on the con= 
trary are born ignorant of all things ; and before 
they come to know the true Rules of life, or.acquire 
« habit of Vertue, a great part of their life [lips 
avay, tho" they are never ſo well educated: And 
therefore he concludes, that whatever any oze does 
in order as he thinks to his own preſervation, or 
the [atisfattion of Senſual Appetites, whilſt he is 
in this meer ſtate of Nature, it is lawful, becauſe 
the only Rule he hath to aft by. 


d. 9. Having given you all that can be ſaid 
for this wicked, as well as fooliſh Opinioa, 
u 2 | in 
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in their: own words; I ſhall now endeavour 
co confute ir. In the firſt place therefore I ob- 
ſerve, that thys which they call the right of 
Nature, and which Mr. H. defines to be a ſtate 
of perfect Liberty, is in their ſenſe no other 
than that of abſolute neceſſity : And there- 
fore [ ſhall leave ir tothe Reader to judge how 
properly this word Right belongs to Brutes, 
Infants, and Fools. For the Word Right is 
_uſedby thoſe: that treat of Ethicks, only in 
reſpeCt of reaſonable men, as capable of de- 
liberation and judgment, and endued with 
freedom of AQtion, and ſo ſubje& to Laws. 
For to call that neceſſity, by.which Fiſhes de- 
vour each other, and Mad-merr beat their 
Keepers, a Rzzht, were as proper to talk of a 
Right of Stones to fall downwards ; no Phi- 
loſophers but theſe, ever uſing the word Rzght 
for neceſfity, but a liberty left by the Law of 
Nature, of atting according to Reaſon : 
2ly, The laſt Author confounds the nature of 
Beaſts, Fools and Mad-men, who have no 
knowledge of a God, or ſenſe of a Moral 
Good and-Evil; with that of rational Crea- 
tures, who are ordained for greater.ends, and 
to be (governed by a higher Law, than that 
of meer Appetite or Paſſion: And I defire 
theſe Gentlemen to ſhew us, that ſuch unrea- 
ſonable Appetites and: Paſſions do neceſſarily 
_ and unevitably carry men to aQ conſtantly 

| accore 
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according to them; ſo that the men had then 
no Power left, to oppole, reſiſt or reſtr-in them': 
and tho' we grant that Children are not yet 
ſenſible; and Fools and Mad-men are never 
perhaps capable of the Laws of Reaſon or 
Nature, and fo cannot be ſubjet&t to them, nor 
are to be eſteemed amongſt voluntary Agents: 
Yet doth it-not follow, that thoſe that are of 
Mature Age, and ſound Minds, -and fo can- 
not plead "invincible ignorance of the Laws 
of Nature, but out of therr own wilful hu- 
mour, or unreaſonable Appetites, negle& to 
know or learn, or through wilful ignorance 
tranſgreſs it, ſhould claim the like exemptr- 
on, For though we are not angry with Chil- 


| dren, or-natural Fools, if they cry for, or take 


away anything they fee, and pity mad peo- 
ple, even' while they are outragious with 
thoſe that- tend them : Yer have we not the 


fame forbearance and pity for men of ſound 
Minds, and mature Ape, 1þ they do the like 


unreaſonable things, and govern themſelves 
by no other Law,' but their own unreaſona- 
ble Appetites and Paſhons; Since it was 1n - 
their power both to have known and aCtted 
otherwiſe; 'and to have deliberated and 
judged', '- whether it were not better for 


' them to forbear ſuch evil As, than to do 


them, | 


U 1 d. 10. 
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$. 10. Neither can invincible ignorance be 
any excuſe as to them ; for though perhaps 
they may not have Brains fit for the Mathe- 
maticks, 'or are not able to deduce all the 
Laws of Nature from their true Principles ; 
yet by the Preceprs of others, as well as their 
own Reaſon, and the obſervation of their own 
Natures, as well as other mens, they might 
ealily have learnt all the Duties of an honeſt 
man ; that. is, their Duty towards their 
Neighbour, by that Golden Rule, of doing; 
as they would be done by :. And their Duty 
towards themſelves, by endeayouring their 
own true happineſs and preſervation, by the 
only means tending thereunto, viz. Without 


injuring others; and doing their; Duty to- / 


wards God, in reverencing him, and obeying 
his Will, when diſcovered to them; alſo in 
endeavouring, tothe utmoſt of their, power, 
the Common Good of Mankind; and all 
which Principles have been ever ſo natural.to 
men, that they have in all. Ages acknow- 
| Tedged them to have ſtill remained the ſame, 
Therefore Mr. H. as alſo the Author of the 
Treatiſe laſt mentioned, are-very much mi. 
ſtaken, ſo directly to oppoſe our knowledge 


of the Laws of Nature, to the Rational Na- 


tureof Man; as if he were ſo much beholden 
to Art for them, that he could never haye ac- 


quired chem himſelf, without teaching ; 
whuch 
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which were. all one as to ſay, That becauſe 
molt men learn Arithmetick , therefore 
it is {o abſolutely beſides, or above .Nature, 
that no man ever attained it of himſelf, which 
is contrary. both to Reaſon and. Experience, 
ſince both Axithmetick and Geometry, as al- 
ſo Ecthicks,, muſt have been natural to thoſe 
that firſt taught them, 

But _I have already ſufficiently proved by 
Mr. Hs own Conceſſion, That Keaſon and 
Experience are/as natural to Humane Nature, 
as Hunting is' to Dog's, tho in both, of them 
there is required both Exerciſe and Experi- 
ence to learn it, _ | 


$. 11. Nor doth Mr. H's Excuſe, which 
he gives-us in the x 3th Chapter of his Levia- 
than, (ignify any thing ; (viz.) That mens 
Paſſians ingthe ſtate of Nature are no Sins, nor 
the Aftions which proceed fromthem, as long 4s 
they ſee no. Power which can prohibit them ;, For 
neither ican a Law be known before it be made, 
neither can it be made , till they have agreed 
upon 4 Legiſlator. To which may be eaſily an- 
{wered, that Mr, H. all along proceeds upon 
this Falſe.Suppoſition, Thar God is not a Le- 
giflator without Divine Revelation ; nor that. 
the Laws of Nature are properly his Laws ; 
both which Afﬀertions, if they have been pro- 
ved falſe ia the preceding Diſcourſe, it will 
U 4 certainly 
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certainly follow , that the Laws.of Nature 
or. Reaſon proceedit From God' himſelf , 

are truly Laws ; and ''the ACtions. prohi- 
bited by them are Sims, although men will 
not through wilful Ignorance diſcover this 
Legiſlator , nor will conſent to- his Laws. 
And Mr. H. himſelf -acknowledges  m- his 
Chapter of Laws, that the SubjeQts lie under: 
an obligatibn to obey them, if it :can-be made 
appear ro them that the Lepiflaror is -endued 
with a Supream Power' over them; -and hath 
borh fufficiently eſtabliſhed, and promulgated 
his Laws ; borh whichimay be haps Ang ies 
of the Laws of Nature. 


C. 12. But indeed Mr, Z7.and his Followers 
have done'very cunningly in taking away all 
freedom from Mankind, and ro ſuppoſe 'anab.- 
ſolute neceſſity of all moral Attiens ;” fince 
they could nor otherwiſe deſtroy the Laws of 
Nature, and equal Men with Brutes; but by 
pulling up all the Fourkclons of moral Good 
and Evil. 

But T need fay no:more on-this Subj ect to 
ſhew' the folly and "utreaſonableneſs of this 
mon, than to pit down Mr. H*s words on 
this Subjc& in Art. rr. 'of *this Chaprer , 
Where he conſcſſes that this Right of all men to 
all thinos, is abſolutely #nprofitable for Mankind, 
becauſe "the effect of this Right is all one, 45 a if 


there 
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there were no ſuch Right at all. For although,apy. 
man might ſay of every thing, 'This is mines. 
yer could he not-nſe.tt, becauſe of. his Neighbour, 
who might by an equal Right. pretend. that it was. 
his, "Whichis as.good as td. own, that this 
rightis none atall.:.For he himlelf in the Arx- 
ticle before-going,: makes Utility to, be the 
meaſure-of all 'Right ;- but here is a Right 
without any+lUtility: at all ; thexefore, theſe 
words Rzght pre eonnd contradicto. 
ry; for-Right refers 10 this definition to ſome 
uſe 'ot profit thata: man:may make of-his na- 
tural Liberty; !buc-to be: wprofiiable', owns 
thar'thereis no-uſe or necd of this(natural Li- 
berty'in that matter, - WAH ited. 


——— C——_— 


— 


That in the ſtate of Nature, whatſoever any one 


aoth to - another,” cannot be injurious to any 


Perſon. 


$. 1... JD Ecavſfe, ſays he, Injuſtice towards men 
ks ſuppoſes Humane Laws,uore of which 
' are yet in being in the meer ſtate of Nature," \De 
Cive, Cap. 1. Azzot. ad dh. 10. which he thus 
likewiſe endeavours to prove in his Leviathay, 
=Chap.1 3. Where there is no common Power, 
there is no Law'; mhere there is no Law,. no In» 


nuftice ; 
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juſtice ; Force and Fraud are in War the two Car- 
dinal Vertaes; Fuſftice ang Injuſtice are none of the 
Faculties either of the Body or Mind ; If they were, 
they might be in a" man that'were alone in the 
World, as well ac his Sexſes gud Paſſions : They are 
all Qualittes that relate to men inSociety, "uot in 
Solitude. It is conſequent alſo tothe ſame condition 
that there be no Propriety, 'mo Dominion, ':0 
Mine and Thine diſtintt, but only that #0: be eves 
ry man's that he can get, and for ſo long as ht(can 
keep it : All which is no more than whatiEpi- 
curus long ago aſſerted ;: as) Diogenes: Lacy+ 
tas hath told us1n'the Account he:givesof his, 
Life and Opinions ; To' this: efteQ ,:' That 
between thoſe Avimals which: cannot bt joined by 
any Compatt or Bargain, that they ſhould not hurt 
each other ; there is no Right, or Injury: So it 
zs likewiſe amongſt Nations, which either will not, 

or cannot enter into Compatt ; that they do net- 

ther hutt, nor are hurt; For Injuſtice is nothing 

27 it ſelf; although in ſome. places ſuch a Bargain 

zs made by mutual Compatts that they ſhould not 

hurt each other. So that Injury is no evil init 

ſelf, but only conſiſts in 'a fear, or ſuſpicion, leh 

it ſhould not be concealed from thoſe who are ap- 

pointed Revengers of ſuch Injuries. 


0. 2. In anſwer to all which,l doubt not to 
prove, that theſe Principles of Epicurus, as 
well as of Mr, H. and his Diſciples, are taken 
up 
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up without any juſt or ſolid -grounds' ; for by 
the diQtates of right Reaſon, conſidered” as 
(theyare) the natural Laws of God, a perfe& 
Right 1s given to every man to his Lite, and 


all thoſe neceſſary means thereunto, withour 
which he cannot ſubſiſt. For whatever a man - 


enjoys by the right of Nature, it muſt needs 
be injury and injuſtice to take it away : for 
every invaſion or violation'of another's Right 
or Property, [is Injury, by whatever Law he 
enjoys it : And much more if that Right be 
conferred upon/him by the Law of Nature, 
given by God as a Legiſlator, than if it pro- 
ceeded from meer Humane Compatts. And 
though Mr. H. here afſerts, "That no injury 
can be done to any man, with whom we have 
made no Compact ; yet Chap. 2. Art. x. of 
his De C:ve, he ſays,” That ſince all men will 
grant that to be done by Right, which is not con- 
irary to right Reaſon ; we ought to believe that 
to be done by Injury,* which is repugnant to right 
Reaſon ; that 1s, which contraaifts any Truth 
colletted by right Reaſon  from"true Principles : 
But what is done by Injury, we acknowledge to be 
done contrary-to ſome Law. So that here he 
grants,that an Injury may be done contrary to 
the: Laws of Nature, 'before any Compact, 
or tranſlation of our Right to' another 3 and 


ſince he there acknowledges thoſe DiQtates of. 


Reaſon to. be Laws, T would: fain ſee how 
| > 'M thoſe 
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thoſe can give any man ſucha right to invade; 
_ or violate the Rights of another : For Right 
(as he himſelfayell defines it) being a Liberty 
granted by right-Reaſon,. requires that men, 
who pretend to. att or ſpeak according to its 
Diftates, cannot} act contradicorily to its 
other, Principles, or Conclufions. And 'twere 
to-no purpoſe for him to ſay, that the Injury 
15 done to.God alone, when his Laws are bro- 
ken,, unleſs he can ſhew: that thoſe Laws of 
God do not-confter - a-right' on.men to their 
Lives, and. all the-neceſſaries'thereof ; and do 
not likewiſe} prohibit others from violating 
this Right ſo: granted, -/ M355) 


$. 3. But yet chis- Author, when he is preſt 
hard, does acknowledge, that there may be 
injury done to. another -out of Civil Govern- 
ment :, For iti being objected, whether if>a 
Son {hould kill. his Father in the fate of Na- 
ture, he ſhould-nat do-hich an injury; he an- 
{wers, That aSon cannot be: underſtood. to be in 
4 natural State-in reſpett of his Parents, he being 
4s ſoon as ever be is born, under their power and 
command, to;whonm be owes his being and preſer- 
Ugtons 110) Tel ; 
Yet ſure aman's Parents, by. begetting and 
breeding-him: up,- doi not; thereby acquire a 
property or dominion over him as long as he 
lves ; though'l grant Children, when -_ 
or: . either 


1 
# 
"of 
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either marry, 'or otherwiſe, become lawfully 
diſcharged from! the government of their Pa- 
rents, {till owe a filial piety and-gratitude to - 
them; and that it is a great impiety and injury 
in Children towards them, to hurt or deſtroy 
them, though they are no longer under tlicir 
wer-and command. . So likewiſe the ſame 
w of Nature, which preſcribes gratitude 
to.. theſe our - natural Benefactors, doth 
make-it injurious for any man to: hurt or kill 
any other Perſon, who had educated, or 
maintained him, 'or otherwiſe highly obliged 
him ; ſince the: ſame Laws of Gratitude that: 
make it injurious to hure, or murther his Fa- 
ther in the ſtate-of Nature, do alſo command 
the like duty towards any other BenefaQor, . * 


$. 4. But his Argument in his Leviathan is 
much more falſe and precarious ; when he 
argues, That where there is no rommon Power, 
there is no Law ; and where there is no Law, there 
is uo Injuſtice. All which, he brings to-prove 
the neceſſity of his natural ſtate of War, For, 
firſt, though I grant, where there is no Com- 
mon Power, (that is, no Legiſlator) there is 
no-Law, yet that:is' not true of: the Laws of 
Nature ;: ſince if.chey- proceed trom Gad' asw 
- Legiſlator, (as 1 hope we have proved in the 
precedent Diſcourſe) they. are -truly Laws, 
before any. Civil- Power: was, inſticuted: - 
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make Laws, or'to ſee them obſerved; and 
conſequently that it is the higheſt injury and 
injuſtice to take away any thing from others . 
being innocent, and doing us no hurt, that . 
is neceſſary for their Life , or (preſervation, 
which they are already poſſeſt of ; and though 
it is true, that Juſtice and Injuſtice are'no na- 
tural Faculties of the Mind, yet Tight Reaſon 
is; from whence all Juſtice is deduced, and 
which a man is always bound to exerciſe as 
foon as he becomes capable of being a Mem- 
ber of Humane Society: (I do not mean a 
Civil one) and if there be a natural Equity 
(as this Author acknowledges, De Czve,' 
cap. I4. 4.14.) there is likewiſe a natural 
Juſtice, and Injuſtice too : but T ſhall ſay more 
of this in the next Principle. ; 


— — 


PRINCIPLE: VI. 
That in the ſkate of Nature there us nothing Good, 


or Evil. 


$.1. F Shall here give you Mr. H*s Opinion, 

| and his Reaſons for it, in- his own 
words, as they are in his Leviathan, cap. 6. 
Whatſoever is the object of any man's Appetite, or 
Deſire, that ts it which he for hts part calls Good; 
and the objett of his Hate, and Averſion, Evil : 


and 


For theſe words of Good, Evil, and Contemptible, 


| are ever uſed with relation to the 'Perſons that, 


uſeth them, there being nothing ſimply and abſo- 
lately ſo; Nor any common Rule of Good - and 
Ewil to be taken from the nature bf 
themſelves , but from the perſon of the Man 
( where there is no Commonwealth ) or, (in 4 
Commonwealth) from the Perſon that repreſents 
it; or from'an Arbitrator , 'or Judge , whos 
men by diſagreeing ſhall by conſent ſet up, and 
make his Sentence the Rule thereof. He ſpeaks 
to the ſame effeU in all: his other Works ; as 
in De C:ve, cap. 4. 9. 17. in his De Homize, 
cap. 11. which it were tedious here to repeat ; 
and therefore I refer you to the places I have 
here cited. 498 


©. 2. But this he endeavours Phyſically to 
| _ explain in his little Treatiſe 'of Humane Na- 
. ture, Cap. 7. þ 1. compared with Chap. 3. 

where he 4 ppolſes, That the motion, in which 


' conſiſts the conception of things without any inter-' 


vention of the Judgment, paſſes from the Brain 
to the Heart ; and as it there hinders, or helps 
 #ts vital motion, it is ſaid to-pleaſe or dil leah > 
But that which ſo' pleaſes ahy 'one ,, he calls 
Good : And that which diſpleaſes him, Ewvil : 
and hence from the diverſity of Conſtitutions, or 


Temper aments , there are divers Opinions of 


Good 
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and -of his Contempt , Vile and |Inconſiderable. 


the Objetts ' 
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Good that.is naturally and neceſſarily ſo. And 


iu the flate of Natare unblameably, from his Opi- 


wi0n that judges it. | 6 

0.3. There is nothing that Mr. hath writ- 
* ten more looſely, and unlike a Philoſopher, 
than theſe unſtable Opinions both of natural 
and moral Good and Evil. Andtherefore it 1s 
a-miatter of great moment to have a fixed and 
conſtant notion of Good ; becauſe as long as 
this is flutuating and uncertain, all know- 
ledge. of ' our. true Felicity (which is the 
greateſt Good: of every man) asallo of the 
Laws of Natute, and of all particular Ver- 
tues, (which are nothing but che means and 
cauſes of obtaining this Good ) will be like- 
wiſe various, wandring and uncertain. | 


$4. Therefore, :a|though it muſt be con- 
feſt, that becauſe- of ſome peculiarity inthe 


divers Temperaments of men, it ſometimes 


happens that one ſort of Diet, or Medicines, 
may be hurtful to one, which may not prove 
ſo to another; yea, , which Experience hath 
approved, not only to be innocent, but whol- 
ſome for others : Something .like which may 


be obſerved inthe Genius and Manners of 


Nations quite different from others, .in. ſome 
particular Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions ;. yet 
this doth'not. any. more take away the com- 

Jy mon 
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ture of Good, and its conſtituent parts and 


degrees, than the ſmall difference of mens - 


Faces takes away the agreement between 
them in their common Natures as' Men, or 
that general likeneſs that is between them, 
in the conformation and uſe of their principal 
Parts, For ſure there is no Nation ſo barbauros 
which will not own, that there are greater 
hopes and ſatisfaQtion in loving, and obeying 
God, than in blaſpheming and diſobeying of 
him. There is ſcarce any Nation that is not 
ſenſible, that filial duty towards Parents , 
gratitude to their BenefaQtors, love and kind- 
nefs to their Friends and Neighbours, fidelity 
in their Promiſes and Agreements, are good 
and neceſſary for their own welfare and pre- 


ſervation, and conſequently of Mankind. No 


difference of Temper makes any man in his 
Senſes not perceive it to be good for all men, 
that the Lives, Liberties, Eſtates and Mem- 
bers of all innocent Perſons, ſhould be pre- 
ſerved ; And therefore that the killing, or 
robbing of them ſhould be every-where pro- 
hibited under the moſt ſevere Penalties. Or 
laſtly, What peculiar humour in men can 


make them not think it good and beneficial 
\ for particular Families and Nations, that the 


Conjugal Fidelity of the Maryiage-bed, the 
Chaſtity ſhould be preſerved inviolated. Pas 
| X ams 


mon Conſent of Mankind concerning the.na- - 
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ſame may be ſaid concerning the right of uſi 
and enjoying all thoſe outward Fe. ping >. 
' neceſſary for life, ar conduce to our health, 
fame, honour, the education of our Children, 
and the preſervation of Friendſhip, fince in 
their Judgment concerning the goodneſs of 
theſe things about which the whole buſinebs 
of the Laws of Nature, and of moſt Civil 
Laws is taken up, all rational men doasequal- 
iy agree in their Opinions as concerning 
the whiteneſs of Snow, or the brightneſs of 
the Sun ; Though I do not lay the main ftreſs 
of their obligation to theſe Attions on this ge. 
neral Agreement, fince T have laid down F 
contrary Principles in- the foregoing Dil- 
courle. | 


0..5- But I ſhall now proceed to give you 

a more true and fetled Notion of Good and 
Evil, both natural-and moral : I therefore de- 
fine Good 1g general to be, that which pre- 
ſerves, encreaſes, or perfe&ts the Faculties and | 
Powers of one or more things; for by theſe 
effects that peculiar -agreeableneſs of one 

'thing with another declares it ſelf to us, and 
which is requiſite to make any thing to be tru- 
Iy called good for the nature of this Being be- 
ore others. Which effeAts likewiſe diſcover to 

* us the hidden powers,and intrinſick natures of 


things. Theſe ſtrike upon our Senſes, and beget 
| a know- 
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o a knowledge in us of thoſe things from whence 
re they flow; which Goods | grane may be ditfe« 
rent, according to the divers natures of thoſe 
n, | Beings which they reſpect. Thus a ſuitable 
In Soyl, Air, and Moiſture are naturally good 
of 8 for Plants, becauſe they are agreeable to their 


{ nature, and are neceſſary tor their prelerva- 
il] tion, growth and perfection : * So likewiſe 
1. convenient Food, Health and Liberty, are 


p | naturally good for an Animal ; ſince they 
of | Hferve for their preſervation and happineſs as 
G6 Jong as they continue to live. So likewiſe, 
e- | That is alſo good for man, which preſerves 
n | and encreaſes the powers of his Mind and Bo- 
8 dy, without doing hurt to, or prejudicing 
8 any others of his own- kind ; nor doth the 
mind of Man make theſe Rules concerning 
RN the nature of one;, or a few Creatures of a 
d ſort, but is able from the knowledge it hath 
e- | of fingulars, to make certain general. Propo- 
e- | litions, or Concluſions, concerning what 1s 
id F + good, or evil, for the whole Species, or Kind, 
ſk] whoſe nature he hath enquired into ; becauſe, 
ne} {ince there is the ſame general nature inevery 
dF one of the Individuals of this or that Kind, 
u- the true happineſs of one or more of them be- 
e-| iog once known, it is calle likewiſe to know 
rofl what ſhare and kind of happineſs 1s to be 
of # delired by all of them : For ir is apparent, 
et] That the improvement of the Codehiinling 
1 R 2 ig 
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in knowledge, and the government of the 


Will by ſedate and regular AﬀeCtions ; as alfo 
the health and vigour of the Body, in which 
the true happineſs of any particular man does 
chiefly confilt, do alſo comprehend (if uni- 
ver{ally.confidered) the common happineſs of 
all men, that ever have been, or ſhall be born, 
which alſu may be affirmed concerning the 


means to theſe natural Goods, and which are 


required as neceſſary to all Mankind ; ſuch as 
Food, Exerciſe, Sleep, and the like; And 
| this, becauſe of the identity between the 
parts afid the whole; that 1s, between the 


© nature of any one, or more men, with that | 
whole Syiteme of Rational Agents, compre-' 


hended under the general Name and Idea of 
Mankind. From whence it alſo follows, that 
whatſoever doth good to one member, or 
part of this aggregate Body, all the reſt being 
unhurt, or unprejudiced, thereby may be 
truly ſaid to do good to the whole aggre- 
gate Body of Mankind ; which Conſideration 
may excite us to a due care of our ſelves, pro- 


vided it be not prejudicial toothers from a con-. 


ſideration of the common Good of Mankind. 
Analopically unto this we may alſo judge, 
that to promote the efficacy of God?s Natural 
Right to rule our ſelves, and all other rational 
Creatures, is to perform a thing good, or 


grateful to God, as Supream Governour - 
the 
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the World ; and this we do by a dune care to 
promote obedience to his own Laws, either 
1n our ſelves, or others. 

And therefore, though we ſo far agree 
with Mr. H that that may be called good 
which is agreeable to any other Being, and 
ſo muſt be meant relatively ; yet doth not 
this always refer to the Appetite of him that 
deſires it, nor yet to the irrational Opinions of 
any one or more men, if they judge contrary 
to the Rules and Principles of Nature or Rea- 
ſon. And therefore, though a Wench that 
hath the Green-Sickneſs, by reaſon of her de- 
praved Appetite, may fancy Tobacco-pipes, 
or Charcoal to have an excellent reliſh, and 
ſo to be good for her ; yet will not her 
thinking ſo, make them become a wholſome 
nouriſhment. The like may be faid of any 
AQGtions, or Vices, which a Vicious or unrea- 
ſonable man may take pleaſure in; ſuch as 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, &:. which how. 
ſoever they may pleaſe him at the preſenr, 
yet will/certainly in time deſtroy him in this 
life, or in that to come. And therefore it is 
not true, which Mr. H. here lays down, 
That all Good and Evil is only to be taken in 
reſpect of him whom at that time it pleaſes or 
diſpleaſes : Whereas every rational Man 
ought firlt rightly to judge what things are 
good, and then to delire them, becauſe they 
. +3 ars 
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are really ſo ; that is, becauſe their natural 
powers or efteQts are really helpful, or agree- 
able to our Nature : And to conſider a private 
Good, as that which profits one perſon ; and 
2 common Good, as it profits many. And 
that not becaule it 1s at that inſtant deſired, 
and approved of out of a depraved Appetite, 
or wanton humour : it- being only the part 
of Brutes, . Mad-men and Fools, to meaſure 
the goodneſs of Things, or Actions, by their 
reſent Luſts, without any government of 
aro or thoughts of the future. 
$6. 6. But Mr. H. himſelf doth ſometimes 
talk more ſoberly 3 and though he doth here, 
as alſo elſewhere, inculcate, That every thing 
i5ejther good, or evil, according to the opi- 
' nion of the Perſon that ſo judges it ( in the 
ſtate of Nature) or elſe (in a Civil State) of 
the Perſon that repreſents the Common- 
wealth ; yet in his Leviathan, Chap. 30. 
when he reckons up the Offices of the Civil 
Soveraign, he makes one of the chiefeſt to be 
the making of good Laws, Now he there 
tells us, A good Law ut that which is neeaful 
for the good of the People, and withal perſpicu- 
os ; and a little farther he thus goes on ; 4nd 
therefore a Law that ts not needfnl, having not 
the true end of a Law, u not good, A Law may 
e conceived to be good, when it is for the benefit of 
Sf or 
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the Sovereign, though it be not neceſſary ſor the 


People ; but it is not ſo + where you ſee, the 


good of the People ( which is certainly that 
which is common. to many) is here acknow- 
ledg*d by him, and propoſed as the main end 
of the Legiſlator's Duty : But this end being 
thus propoſed, the true nature of it is firſt to 
be known, and determined, before the Law 
can preſcribe what is good or evil for the 
People, So likewiſe Chap. 14. $. 4. of his 
De Cive, peaking. concerning the Rules of 
right Judgment in a Civil State, he tells us; 
T hat ſince it us impoſſible to preſcribe any Univer- 
[al Rules whereby all Controverſies (which will be 
infinite, may be judged) it is ſtill under ſtood in 
every cafe pretermitted by the written Laws, that 
the. Lam of natural Equity -is to be followed. 
Where you ſee he grants that the Laws of na- 
tural Equity may be known, and followed ; 
And that. divers more Caſes may be deter- 
mined from thence, than can be by the Civil 
Laws themſelves : but we do only ſo far con- 
tend with him, that ſome Rules of Equity 
may be ſo, evidently and naturally known, 
that all honeſt and ſincere. men cannot at all 
differ about them; though in-the mean time 
we freely grant, That there are divers things 
ſa indifferent, that no human Reaſon can 
univerſally determine, that it is more necel- 
{ary for the common Good , that a thing. be 

X 4 done, 
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done, or a Caſe judged this way , rather 
than the otter,” + 


$. 9. Having ſtated what we mean by a na- 
tural Good, and Evil ; I ſhall now give a 
right notion of a moral Good , and how it 
differs from the former. A moral Good is 
thoſe voluntary Attions and Habits which are 
conformable to the Law of Nature, or Rea- 
ſon, confidered as given by God, as a Law- 
iver, for a Rule of all our Humane, or vo- 

| dpi Actions: For there are many natural 
Goods that conduce to a man's happineſs, 
which are not morally good, nor are com- 
manded by any Law. Such as are quickneſs 
of Wit, Learning, Strength of Mind and 
Body, &c. On the other fide, I ſuppoſe, 
that no Attion of the Will can be commanded 
by God, (and ſo morally good) which doth 
not by is own nature, as well as from the Will 
. of God (the Legiflator) conduce to the hap- 
pineſs of Mankind: The not taking notice of 
which diſtinction, between natural-and mo- 
ral Goods, hath been the occaſion of another 
oreat Error in Mr. F, when he makes that 
which ſeems good #9 every man's own ſelf, tobe 
the only objett# of his deſires, as he doth in his 
De Give, Cap. r. Art. 2, which he likewiſe 
more fully expreſſes in Cap. 3. Artic, 21. 
Every one i preſumed to ſeek that which is oc 
IR | C 


Conſidered, and Confuted. 317, - 
for himſelf; but that which is juſt only by accident, 
and for peace ſake; viz. That which'is juſt, he 
, will only have to regard another's good ; 
which he ſuppoſes no men will ſeek, unleſs it 
were for fear of thoſe Evils which proceed 
from a ſtate of War : But all he ſays only 
tends to prove, that men are fo framed, that- 
it is repugnant to their Nature, and ſo abſo- 
lutely impoſſible for them to mind, or deſire 
any thing, unleſs for their own particular 
worldly profit, and glory, as he hath laid 
down in thoſe Principles we have already 
conſidered, | | 


0. 8. But I cannot but take notice, that 
Mr. H, himſelf in his Treatiſe De Home, 
(publiſhed after his De C:ve) Cap. 12. QF. r. 
ſeems not at-all ro approve of this-ill humour 
in men, by theſe words. We confeſs that it 
may fo fall out through the ill uſe of his free will, 
that 4 man of a narrow Soul may conſider nothing 
but himſelf, and ſo may deſire nothing but what 
he judges for his own private advantage. And 
in the ſame Treatiſe, Cap. 11. þ. 14. where 
he doth purpoſely conlider which is the 
greater, or leſſer amongſt Goods ; he plainly 
confeſſes, That-it is a greater good which be- 
nefits more perſons, than 'that which doth 
good to fewer, 


d. 9, 
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8.9. But:giving him Jeave to contradick, 
Hhimſelfas much as he will, yet notwithſtand. 
ing all that he hath faid to the contrary, I 
doubt not but all rational and good men axe 
of a more generous Spirit z who do not only 
eſteem that to be good, which is good for 
themſelves alone, but alſo. whatſoever tends 
to the conſervation, happineſs and perfeQion 
of Mankind. And whatſover . they thus 
eſteem to be good, that they will alſo deſire, 
wiſh for, and contribute their utmoſt endea- 
vour to. procure for others, as well as them- 
ſelves: Nor dolT ſee any reaſon to hinder, but 
that whatſoever I find agreeable to any mans 
Nature, I may do my endeavour., as far as 
lies in my power, that he may obtain it-; Bur 
this much I muſt freely confeſs, That if men 
do not propetp to themſelves one common 
End, or Effect, viz. the common. good of 
Rational Agents, whoſe Cauſes (whether ef- 
ficient, or perfeQtive) ſhould be before-hand 
agreed 0n to be Good ; and thoſe that hinder 
its production, Evil ; the words Good and 
Evil will always be equivocal, various, and 
uncertain ; being ſtill to be. taken in as many 
different Senſes, as there are particular Men. 
So that whatſoever AQtion, or'thing, is:cal- 
led good by any one man, becauſe it ſerves 
his turn; that other men, if it. crofles their 
defires,will be ſure to call evil,which is incon- 

I grueus 
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gruous to Reaſon, and to the Communication 
of knowledge among men, which is the main 
end of Speech 3 Whereas, if the words Good 
and Evil are applied to thoſe things which 
concern the nature of Rational Beings in ge- 
neral, they will have a certain and determi+ 
nate ſenſe and fignification, which will not 
only be conſtantly true, and intelligible, bur 
proye moſt uſeful and profitable to all Man- 
kind ; and that we are not only capable of un- 
'-! ray .0 but alſo of contributing our En- 
deavours for the procuring of this Common - 
Good," and are alſo under a ſufficient obliga» 
tion thereunto, is, T hope, fully made out in 
the Fourth Chapter of the precedent Dif- 
courſe, where we exprelly treat of the Lew 
of Nature, and its obligation. 
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PRINCIPLE VI. 
That the State.of Nature is a State of War, 


0.1. A LL thePrinciples that Mr. H. hath 
hitherto laid down, have been'only 

in order to the eftabliſhing this Darling Prin- 
Ciple of the natural ſtate of War. But ſince 
we have already in our Anſwer to his former . 
Principles, ſhewn their falſhood and abſur- 
dity ; If thoſe Foundations be ill laid , the 
| | | SUPper= 
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Superſtruture muſt needs be infirm, and 
therefore I ſhall omit all chat he hath in his 
De C:ve inferred from thoſe falſe Principles ; 
and ſhall only apply my ſelf to what he hath 
in his 13th Chapter of his Leviathan, given 
us a-new for the proof of this Principle, and 
which doth not depend upon the former ; For 
here he derives this natural State of War 
from Three Principal Cauſes in the nature of 
Man. Firſt, Competition. Secondly, Diffidence. 
Thirdly, Glory. The firſt makes man invade: 
. for Gain. The ſecond for Safety, and the third 
for Reputation. The firſt uſe Violence to make 
themſelves Maſters of other Mens perſons , 
Wives, | Children and Cattel. The ſecond to 
defend them. The third for Trifles ; as a word, 
a ſmile, a different Opinion, and any apa 1. 
of undervaluing, either direttly in their perſons, 
or by refleftion on their Kjndred, their Friends, 
their Nation, their Profeſſion, or ther Name. 
Flereby it is manifeſt, That during the time men 
live without a Common Power to keep them all in 
awe , they are in that condition which us called 
War, as ts of every man againſt every man. For 
War conſiſts not in Battel only, or the AG of 
Fighting ; but in a tralt of time wherein the will 
#0 contend by Battel is ſufficiently known. And 
therefore the notion of time «to be conſidered in 
the nature of War, as it is in the nature of Wea- 


ther, For as the nature of Foul-weather lies 
' | not 
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not in a ſhower or two of Rain, but in an inclina« 
tion thereto of many days together. So the nature 
of War conſiſts not in atFual fighting, but in the 

nown diſpoſition thereto during all the tinge 
there is no aſſurance to the contrary. All other 
7s Peace. 


$. 2. Inanſwer to which, I muſt firſt take 
notice,” That Mr, H. in his Leviathan deduces 
this Right of War of all men againſt all, from 
other Principles than he doth 1n his De Czve, 
Chap. 1. $F. x2. where from the ſuppoſed 
right of all men to all things, he deduces a 
war of all men againſt all, and which renders 
it both lawful and neceffary : But in his Le- 
wiathan, in the Chapter here cited, he firſt 
aſſerts the ſtate of Nature to be a ſtate of War, 
andfrom thence argues all things therein tobe 
lawful; as you may ſee in-the Concluſion ' of 
that Chapter, where he tells us, That bythe ſame 
right that one man invades, the other reſiſts ; 
from whence ariſes a War on both ſides juſt, So 
that being not at all ſollicitousabout the Right 
of making War, he only ſuppoſes this War 
muſt needs ariſe from the nature of mens Paſ- 
ſions, and Deſiresz and this War being once 
ſuppoſed, he poſitively aſſerts, That it muſt 
follow (though without any proof) that 
there 1s in this State nothing juſt, or unjuſt : 
Indced his way of arguing in his Leviathan 
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is more plauſible, but leſs cloſe than the for- 
mer in his De Czve ; For all Perſons of ſenſe 
muſt agree, that a War ought firſt to be pro- 
ved juſt, before it can be thence deduced what 
things are lawtul therein, even towards Ene- 
mies: Neither doth himſelf ſuppoſe that all 
things are lawful, even 1n the juſteſt War ; 
' for in his De Czve, Arnot. ad Art. 37. cap. 3. 

he grants that Drunkenneſs, and Cruelty, are 
not to be practiſed even in War ; and there- 
fore it is neceſſary that ſome natural Princi- 
ples, or Laws, be firſt acknowledged; by 
whoſe command or permiſſion. we may be 
able to judge of any War, whether it be juſt, 
or not, or before we can thence-infer thoſe 


_ things to be lawful which areafted therein; 


for otherwiſe even contraditory Propoſitions 
may be alike true ; and Tz, for example, 
might have a right to the Life and Goods of 
Sempronins, if he thought them neceſſary for 
his own Preſervation ; and fo likewiſe Sexz- 
pronius would have the ſame Right againſt 
Titizs : which would be contrary to all the 
Rules of right Reaſon, and Equity ; and this 
is ſo evident, that Mr. H. himſelf, although 
| 1n the latter part of chis firfk Chapter, De 
Czve, he affirms, That in the ſtare of Na- 
ture, there is no difterence between jult and 
unjuſt ; yet in the former part he endeavours 
to prove, that this power of \making War 


ought | 
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ought to be allowed toevery man in that ſtate 
as neceſſary to his own preſervation; whick 
is all one, as if he had affirmed this War to 
be juſt 'and lawful on both ſides; which is 
contrary to Reaſon. But whatſvever proves . 
any thing to be juſt, and lawful in any State, 
muſt likewiſe ſuppoſe, that there is a diffe. 
rence between lawful and unlawful in the 
ſame State, and muſt ſuppoſe ſome Law in 
force, by whoſe command or permiſſion at 
leaſt, that AQ becomes lawful : which, as 
we endeavour to eſtabliſh, ſo doth Mr. H. as 
plainly deſtroy it, whilſt he afferts no diffe- 
rence between juſt and unuſft-: but with 
what reaſon I ſhall leave it to the indifferent 
Reader tojudge. © | 


6. 3. But fince I have already anſwered 
thoſe Preliminary Principles which he hath 
laid down in his De Cive, to prove the necel- 
ſity of this ftate of War, there remains no- 
thing elfe for us to do, but to examine thoſe 
new Reaſons Mr. H. hath here given us in 
this Chapter of his Leviathan to prove this 
ſtate of War to be both natural, and necefſa- 
TY ; which he here deduces from three Aﬀe- 

ions in the nature of man. 1. Competiton 
for the ſame thing. 2. Diffidence of each 0- 
ther. 3. Glory to himſelf. "The firft is ma- 
rifeſt ; That during the time men live with- 
| out 
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out a Common Power to keep them in awe; 
they are in that Condition which is called 
"War. | | 

Whence I cannot but again obſerve, That 
. this Author takes the natural ſtate of Man- 
kind only from their Paſſions, without any 
conſideration of- Reaſon, or Experience ; al- 
though he hath already ſuppoſed both of 
theſe to be natural Faculties of the Mind: 
and the true nature of a thing is to be taken 
not from its imperfeQions, or weakneſſes, but 
from the utmoſt perfeQion that it is by its na« 
ture capable of; and therefore this Author 
hath dealt very prepoſterouſly to treat of the 
natural State of Man, as of a meer Animal, 

only governed by the force of his Paſſions ; 
whereas, the principal part of Man, and 
which ought to have the government over all 
the other Faculties, is Reaſon; or that Facul- 
ty of the rational Soul, whoſe due uſe and 
exerciſe ought not to be excluded, but rather 
conjoined with the operations of all the o- 
ther natural Faculties , by any Writer who 
will truly deſcribe the 'Nature of Man ; nor 
yet are men neceſſarily impelled by theſe Paſ- 
ſions, as meer Machines are driven or 
moved by the Wind, or Weights; bur that 
they may be governed, and reſtrained by Rea- 
fon, or fear of future evil : fo that they do 


not hurry men into War by any natural, or 
me 
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inevitable neceſſity.” Indeed thoſe Tdeds of the 
Mindy which are neceſſarily enerate [therein 
from the/ impulſe oF outward 
prohibited by the-Layy of 'Nature; _ we 
= dehigt'd by God fo govern thoſe Attions 
p whichare'i in our powers!'s 'Whiteas'thelE 
Pa ionsand Ideas, from whence MY. 'H;\ col- 
leas chis ſtate of Was to be neceffar j 
this ſort;"! fince bei Conrilg 
turep-adlt a on eane, os 
N; forelight, t; they may! 


go cared VAT tfſelf ACe 
4n-his ippmmes "Chip. P.'3- 0:3 I: 
' "That geen men, becanſe'of* their different 


Fo 


Appetites,- cannot! apree off the preſerit;' yet 
Apps of i the Tk 'and fron Ft hehot te 
knowledges;'-t it Peaceis to oe as the 


foundation of all naturdt Law. \ * kv 5 GUCP C4t 91 
M08, Wh. 

TY \And therefore? think T oh m able 

y to:ſhew, that every one of thele three 
Maſiens Mons, which he hath here deſcribed 
as the" Cauſes of War," dughe (if govertied 
by Reafon)' to} perſudde'the contrary. 'And 
in the firſt-place, for his Paſſion 'of om ti- 
tion; That” when' two 'men' defite the ſame 
thing,” which' they cannot 'both enjoy, they 
become'Enemies ; and'in the way totheir end, 
endeavBur to'deftroy. , or ſubdue one another. 
Now certainly Reaſo inchis Caſe will never ' 
| Y incite 
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os A. pineal Batt £q enter into. a; Rate. of 


or the. obtajmning, of. chat 


which be ba ha hy £0.45 30a 46 he..\. For if 
it ba a thing. the other is, already pollefſed of, 
be. ooghthby;rhe Rules of Reaſon, #pdEquity, 


to, m.enjoy it by. right of PAYS or 
FT Hg it being then n fos his p pre 
Cn Ot happicek x and he himlall,if pol 
Jefſed; of 1. would, FRJNCI. 00 
ſonaþl, Oat he he ſhoul [-be likewiſe {permitted 
Ji anegjos TRE Ap if he;a&by,onc 
CPS to hip | by. anotber-.in 
-- re f all other org 7 the 1e/Caſe,, or 
og this ſt Xa echer...u0- | 
And: Mr. H., imiek doth; luthct- 
ol grievous es he, 


an 
unrealonable way ph, proceeding, - when he 
tells us, That from hence: #-comes tg pals, +; That 


where an Invader hath no more to fear than axo- 


her 4 ofingge Pub Tere plats ſom build 
4:4 conUentent: Seats; oth &rs if x prohebl y 


« ſpalleſs and, deprinie him; not only of We, Fruit 
6 as L,; "ws bit::alſpof ji rg on TH ; 
a vader, ugalntfhinthe like \aapaer of anc- 
| th . To, which L ag al eng andih e again 

2 third; till ar laſt all the Owners of it by- 
you ſucceſſively. deſtroyed ,. the.. Houſc or 
Seat, will. became yoid, andno man left.to.in- 
hag 1 1; SAR, Condition: Ms. #,bimſelt 


confeſſes - 


refed to: come preperedimith” Farces united to 
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tonfeſſes:to be-fo ſad,; and deplorable, chat he 


ory. 


what fic knel5.15. | 


 $:-5:-:Andas for his next Paſſion, Difideace 
of: each other-;; That there is no way. for any - 
man to:ſfeoure himſelf, ſo reaſonable as Anticipa- 
tron; ' that-#9;' by force, or wiles, to maſter the 
perſons of all men he can, ſo long, till he ſee nv 
other Powen:great enough to-endanger him. And 
that thts 15:10 more than bis own conſervation re- 
quires, "and. is generally allowed, Now can all 
this reaſonably perſuadea, man to put himſelf 
in ſo hazardous a condition, as by force, or 
fraud, 'as to.go about ta maſter and ſubdue all 
thoſe he will be afraid-of ; or to think he is * 
able todo this by his owa ſingle ftrength,cill he 
ſees no other Power great enough to endanger 
him ? Since for any man to be able to do this, 
he muſt have more cunning, natural Strength 
* antlirre. | TS and 


| OED) 
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and Courage and Cunning, than' ever Home» 
ſappoſedU/ſſes,or 4chilles,to have beenmaſters 
of; or our Modern Romance-makers can feign 
in their Heroes ; . Since-upon theſe Terms of 
Self preſervation, man (like a-Game-Cock) 
would be forced tofight-a Battel;or two, every 
day Whilſt he lived; and how long'this would 
laſt, ſuppoſing other men of equal ſtrength; 
and as well prepared as himſelf, -I refer him 
to the experiment- of fighting-Cocks , 'who 
ſeldom ſurvive the twelfch'or thirteenth Bat- 
tel ; and thoughi1t 15 true; that there'are ſome 
that taking pleaſure in contemplating their 
own Power in AQs 'of Conquefts, which 
they may-purſyu= fafther than rheir. own 'Secu- 
rity requires ; yet this was never/known to 
be performed by any man's fſingle-{trengeh , 
but 'by- a Combinatiog with divers others; 
who through the efteem they hadof his Inte- 
grity, or Courage" choſe ſuch'a»man to be 
their Leader, or Prince, before: another': 
And this Account, both the Ancient Hiſto- 
rians; and Poets, give us of the Original of 
che firſt Monarchs, and' Ancient Kings;'in the 
Heroical Times #/and admitting -the' firſt 
Kingdoms to have. begun by Fathers, or. Patri- 
archs of Families,as ſomeDivinesſappoſe, yet 
they could never have raiſed a ſufficient Force 
to have conquered others, without the Com- 
binftion of the Heads or Fathers of other Fa- 
: 2 IEA mulies : 


ny” A nm_— zz 4 =) We” We? > 
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milies':[ Nor could Nizrod himſelf, (who is 
ſuppoſed ithe firſt: Tyrant; ' or Conqueror,) 
ever have enlarged the Bounds of his Empire 
by his own'fingle ſtrengch, or that of his par 
ticular Family, without ſuch a Combination 
which requires Compatts between the Per- 
ſons that make it ; and when they once do 
this, they are then no-longer in the meer ſtate 
of Nature,” having ſet up and acknowledged 
a common: Power over them to keep them in 
awe : from whence it appears,. that it 1s r1di- 
culous; nay abſolutely impoſſible, for any ſin- 


gle-man-to'take pleaſure in contemplating 


his own Power in Ads of Conquelt by- his 


- own "perſonal  Valour, or Cunning, as 


Mr. #7. ſuppoſes a man may do in the ftate of 


Nature. | DOS 


4-6: -And' as for his appeal to Experience, 
That when 4 man taking a Journey , arms him- 
ſelf. ; "when poing to Bed, he locks his Doors; 
when even in'his Houſe,' he locks his Cheſts : 
And asks'what opinion he hath of his Fellow-ſub- 
jetts, when the vides armed, and ſhuts his. Doors ; 
or of his Children" and' Servants, when he locks 
his'Cheſts 5 And whether he doth not thereby ac 
cuſe ' Mankind as much by his Actions, as he 
aoth by his'Words ? To all which I anſ[wer, 
No, he'doth not. For though I grant it is 
no fault to'diftruſt, and ſecure himſelf as well 

þ at as 


Gs 
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as he/can againſt violent and unjuſt Perſons, 
gicher upon the Road, or in his own Houſe ; 
yer doth not this: \Diffidence accuſe: all his 
Fellow-ſubjeQts, orall his Children, and Ser- 
yants, much leſs all Mankind, 'of a 'defign to 

murther, or rob hins;-or give ' bimany Right 
to-make War upon. them by way:of anticipa- 
tion ; for when: he-goes armed,» or\locks- his 
Doors , or Cheſts, tis-true, he grants: there 
are forne: violent and wicked Perſons,” whom 
he would ſecure himſelf againſt!:--yer-doth-nor 
this accuſe all Mankind of this wicked Defign, 
fince a. man wilk do all this, if he-be ſatisfied 
that there are but 1wo' or three Thieves be- 
tweenhis own Houſe and London; ior but one 
thieviſh:Perſon in his Family,/which is but'a 
imall proportion to a whole Countrey:, or 
Kingdom, or even to his own particular Fa- 
mily.; much leſs dotb he thereby-paſs a Cen- 
{ure-upon all Mankind; though-ie.is true, \he 
thereby acknowledges, that there is, andever 
will-be , amongſt mean, divers who » are 
more governed by thcir preſent Appetites and 
Paſhons, than by. Reaſon, orthe Laws of Na» 
ture. | Much leſs doth ſuch a diffidence give 


@ man a right in'the ſtate of »Nature of \ſer- 


ting upon, maſtering, and killing all Pere 
ons whatſoever, 'thar he fancies have power 
ufficient to endanger him: in his Life ,- or 

Goods, belore they have given ſome ſuffi- 
cient 


— 
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cient; ſigns that they! intend: ſo to do; for] 
then-it might be lawful; (were it. netfor the 
Laws ).for a. man, ;when.he'is thys armed, 
to {et-upon., not aye DATE 
man: he. meets, for tear ;he {houls Upon 
knock 1n the Head T (it ;he: were.in the Meer 
ſtace:gf Nature), any-of:his Children, ;grSer-= 
yants:00 even his: Wife her (elf.,. 3f, he Bid: 
but -fancy; they. werlt about. to'muxther,] or 
robi-him ; which how witked and! unreaſo- 
nable -a.ching it would .be;, I leave; eo,any 
- man's;;Reaſon , and. Conſcience | ro-judge. 
Nox..dees. bis comparing the ;ſtate; of, War. to 
the nature;of; Fouk-weather, 'at; albhelpthio, 
which; he faith , doth: wot:i lic in, a {bowet or 
two of Rain; but ip can indination' theretd' of 
meny; days: together: : $4, the: nate of War: 
conliſts not: in\aFudl; fighteneg ,: but in; the; tmowe 
diſpoſition thirere 7 gl: which I-cally. grant, 
bue--be; muſt; kkewile; own: that: it!) as! ne- 
ver called. a- Rainy z- or foul ' Seelon;,;: rib 
it: hath! actually, tained; {ll:chen we ne- 
ver-iay .it.is: foul weather ,,chaugh”g "be: 
never-io'cloudy ;:1aneighter-1s: this bare,in-. 
clinatior;tor: burt,” amactual; War; tillthere' 
hath ; been ſome. ſigns; on tokens! of... holti- - 
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6, 75 Yet he grafts there was never ſuch'a 
condition of Waras this thathe deſcribes ge: 
perally all:over the World: But'that there 
are many:places where menlive-ſo: now, and 
Inſtances in'many favage People of America; 
where, except the Government: of ſmall 'Fa- 
milies -(the concord whereof 'depends'on Na- 
rordl:Luſt) ' they trve no Governimerit-at-all, 
and live at.this ay inithat brutiſh-menner he 
hath"before deſcribed: But/were: it ſo/as he 
affirms har brutiſh 'way'of living, : which is 
in'too'many Particulars prattifed by theſe'Sa- 
vage: People; 'both*in' 4 __ 'and- Wmerich, 
where they' have almoſt loſt-all knowledge of 
aiGod;;.or of a-Moral Good -andEvil;z wa 
the PraQice of ſuchBarbarous People'to beof 
Tufficient\ Authority to-prove, that: they live 
according to the true ſtate of Human Nature; 
or that they have a right.tolive and a&thus in 
all: things they thus : -unteaſonably praQtice? 
Bye had'this'/Author read” any true: orvexaQt: 
relations 6f thoſe Places in America the menti- 
+1 5 -1:01s,/ he mighthave found that in 
Fl, 7, Jo Hoh many of 1thofe/:Nations, even, 
a 6 aſd \ Ehhe* where: there is) no Civil:Power to: 
Pe G keep them in:awe', andtho! they 
f.50 ran other Government i in time 
+, of Peace, but that ofithe-Fathers, 
or r Heads of Families: Yet doth not their con- 


cor whally Rand _ Natural Luſt: For 
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beſides 'the Government of ' Husbands over 
their Wives, -and thoſe conjugal'Duries and 
Services which” their Wives yield 'them"in' 
theſe Places ; Parents are\more'fond of their 
Childret, and Children again are 'more duti- 
ful'and kind ro/their Parents; and take more 
careiof 'therh when'they are ſick or 01d, than 
they commonly do'with us : And though there 
beno Common Power to keep them in awe, 
yet having noRiches,bur the meer neceffaryUz 
cenfilsof Eiving;nor any Honours, except Mili: 
tary,tocontend for,andwhichare-not obtained 
without great hardſhips and fufferings'; and 
having alſo!few Words of ' contempt, or dif. - 
gracGamongthein ; whole Towns, nay Naz 
tions; havelived together for many"Ages'm ſufs 
ficient Amity -and\Concord, withoutever fal- 
toetEther by the-ears. 'And'if there be'a: 


OW 


yMarthers and Adulteries commirted among 
them h*every Particular perſan >injured, 'or 


ele the-Relations" of: the "Party ſlain ,* are 


their own Judges'and Executioners ; the'mu- 


muabfear of which;'Joyned with the! Natural 
PeaceableTemper of the People,cauſes fewer 
of thoſe Crimes robe committed among them; 
than withins: where there are Lawsand Pubs 


lick CORCII ted ro pubiſfallfuch Inju: 
ries: And-forrhe Truth of this;iT refer you eo 
' ewoAnthorsof undoubted Credit;/w1z.) Les 


riawinh 


e407 1 


sHiſtory:of his Navigation to 


Brazil, 


Chap, 
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Chap. 18,- and the French Author of the Na. 
tural Hiſtory of the Car/bbe Iſlands, Part: 26. 
Chap..r1. and $. 19. belides ther Authors. 
on: this Subjet, whom you may confult-in 
 Parchas's Pilgrimes, in his Volume of-mer;- 
cs; And though. theſe People have: often 
Wars, with their Neighbours, yet 15. 4t--nat 
with all, butonly ſome -particular Nations, 
with whom' they have conſtant Wars , - and 
eat'them when: they .can-take them Priſo- 
ners. Yetdo they at the ſame time maintain 
Peace withallothers,  So-remote-is it from 
Truth, that any Nation 1n the World can live 
and ſubliſt by. maintaining 2 conſtant War :a- 
gainſt all others.” Nordid T ever hear of 
more than one People on Nation-in the Weſk- 
| Indies, near Carolina, called the Weſtoes,' Git 

made this Fatal Experiment, by aagcn- Fon 
upon all their Neighbours, one-after 
till they were in a ſhort-time reduced from 
7000 Fighting Men, to'700, and were' after- 
wards quite extirpated bythoſeNations they 
had iojored: Which Relation Lreceiv*d-from a 
Gentleman of Quality;who bath a conſiderable 
Intereſt in thoſe rilrectos impoſſible a thing it 

is, for Mankind to  fabſſt,or be orcfoariiaycer 
together un Mr. : y State of War. 
-4:8: Nor 1s his otherInftance fromtheAQtions 
of Kings, \and Perſons of a Sov ignAurho- 
| rity, any better, WER he makes like Gladia- 
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tors, Having their, _ pointing, and their 
ees fixed\ on-each \other ; That vs,,their Forts, 
Gomifans and Guns, upon the-Frontieres of their 
ago and cantinual Spies upon their Neighs 
rs, "which @. apoſture of War Where I may. 
Gr oblerve, that he dorh.not direfty affirm, 
Thatall Princesere in a State,:but only-in a 
Poſture of War; which Igrant is both lawful 
and-neceſlary.:. Sinc® no. Prince. or. Common= 
wealth canbe ſecure, at his Neighbours will 
conftantly:obſerve- the ::ws-of Nature, and. 
not invade-his'Territo/ :25,, without any juſt 
cauſe/ given.;/'Yet-Ethink no Prince, or other 
Supreme Power'(whom.he makes the only 
Judges of. Good and: Evil) will-be.ſo wichis 
or' to affirm, thar-they have a 
natural-ripht to 4nvade the Territories, Lives 
and Gftates ofiall Neighhouring: Princes, and 
ce: - much leſs, when they Jens 
exch-other, ihe they ars not obliged to obs 
ſerve them/, 'only:-for / revention- that they 
may'not doithe liketo them, and(break-their 
Compadts firſts For 'thachwbimſelf confelles 
to'be abſolutely-contrary ro-the Laws of Na+ 
ture; andof Ri fon, But chat upon Mr, 
HPs Principles ach Compa@tsbeing made in 
the meer Srateof: Navurs, -and- withoogany 
Common-Power <a ſee themobſerved, donot 
at all oblige," I ſhalkſhow:you-more particu- 
larly by and by. d. 9. 
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- 9. I come:now-to his laſt Paſſion, (v4z.) 
Glory, for which' he would haverall-men' to: 
be naturally in a'State-ofs War. »But -admir- 
ting that drvers men'look that their Companions 
ſhould value them. at\ the ſame rate 'as they" tl 
themſelves; and upon the leaſt figns of Contempt, 
or ' undervaluing;; naturally. endeavour as fat as 
they dare, to extort- 4 'greater Ulie from their. 
Contermers ,i\' which: among ſt: thens' that have' no 
Common Power to keep them quiet, may be enough 
to make thems deftray each other: Yet doth not 
this hold true:in every man; for even among 
thofe that labour under 'this:Pafſion of :Vain- 
glory,” there. are many in whomfear of others 
a much more predominatepaſſion, and fuch 
will rather*take:an affront; than-venture 'to 
beat or kill another to revenge 4t :/ 'Sinceithe 
| hazardiscertain, but the Victory (ſuppoſing 
the -perſon every way his :equal)- uncertain. 
And it this V ain-glory:may be ſo:far maſtered 

by:another ſtronger Paſſion'; why may: irnot 
alſo be overpowered by: Reaſon? For ratio: 
nal-man will :confider, thatihe/cannot force 
men to have a; better. eſteem of his Words or 
A&ians by. fighting every one' that ſhall de- 
claretheir diſlike of them, or elſe knows that 
he isinot at all the worſe for: the fooliſh cen- 
{urevof unreafonable: men :!.or that he is: obs 
bged to take foran affront} ever every 


{currilous impertinent Fellow ſhall —_— 
n 


Conſidered, and Confuted. 336 


— Andhehimſelfdorh here likewiſe ſuppoſe;that 


there/are otheras ſtrong Paſſions that incline 
men'to Peace; asfear of Death, -defire of fach 
things as are neceſſary; commodious living ; 
and a hope by their'Induftryto obtain them 
from: whence'I obſerve, that the greateſt part 
of theſe Paffions which now-incline men to 
Peace, are bur theſame in other words, which 
before" inclined them*to War':'' For what 'is 
this-Diffidence of 'another', and this Anticipa- 
tion; 'which he:makes/ſo reaſonable, but'a 
fear of Death;:or other miſchief,” from. thoſe 
_ 'whomihe'thus goerh abour'to prevent ? ' And 
whats this defire-of 'things neceffary for life , 
buta Branch of that Right which he ſuppoſes 
all men havexvatllthings?' But/granting'that 
the fame Paſſions-may in fome men produce 
different effe&s;| yer-if theſe Paſſions that in- 
cline men ro peace'are more ftrong and /pow- 
erful than thoſe that excite them:ro War,then 
certainly: Peace will /be/their "more 'conftant 
and Natural-State : Since as Mariners .relate 
the violent blowing of rwo:- contrary winds; 
doth often in the Center of cheir Motion pro- 
duce a Calm. - And therefore Mr. H. pro- 
ceeds very raſhly, tolay ſuch a great ſtreſson 
thoſe:'Paſſons, \which provoke: men to War, 


without alſo:confidering, and putting intothe 
contrary Scale+all- thoſe that incline men to 
_ the:contrary, which certainly are more pre- 


valent 
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valent in moſt, men: | For, whar canimote 
Rrongly influence mens Attions, than-fear of 
Death,- and-all;thoſe other;miſeries whigh: he 
himfelf ſo: lively-deicribes:to.be the neceflaty 
Conſequences: ;of,/the. State/of, War : - And 
whereas he cellsus, that reaſon ſuggeſterh con- 
venient Azticles of peace /; I think I have ſuf- 
ficiently proved; i that Reaſon is ſo far. from 
needing Atticles. of peace,/that it' can never 
prompt conſidering men tobelieve themſelves 
8aturally in; fo dangerous::and miſerablea 
Stare, as this which Mr. #1. ſuppoſes; 'much 
leſs to fall into it on'/purpole,, without dny 
juſt cauſe given. But ſince. this Author:wn- 
dertakes to give us many Reafons why mens 
Paſſions will-not permit them to-live in peace 
as well as divers other Creatures, whom he 
confeſſes can- do ſo without Laws ; We will 
2 little examine thoſe Reaſogs:he brings, Why 
mens:Nature-will not naturally-permit them 
to live in peace, as well as thoſe brute-Crea- 
' tures; and therefore I ſhall pat them' down 
in his own Words, as/you may find them in 
his Lev. Chap. 17: 


1$.:10. 1t is true, that certain living Crea- 
tures; as Bees anti Ants, live ſociably one with a- 
another (which. are: therefore by Ariſtotle, #um- 
bred among [t Political Creatures) and yet have 
uo-other Diret#ion than their particular Judg- 
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mints, and Apperites, not Speech ,' whereby 
awe of \thens ns ta another, what be thinks 
expeazent. for the Common Benefit. | Aud theres 
fore ſome men may. perhaps defre/ to know why 
' mankind cannot do the ſame ? To which 1am 
ſwer. | | | 
_* Binſk, That pen. are continually in competition 
fer. Honour. and Dignity, which theſe Creatures 
are. not'; and conſequently amongſt. mey, there a: 
rifeth from that ground, Envy and Hitred, and 
finaly War; but amongſt theſe not /0. 
..;To'which I reply, That theſe Civil -Ho- 
nours, about which, he. ſuppoſes theſe Cons 
terttions do ſo often axiſe amongſt men, have 
go place in the State of Nature, being not 
known amongſt men, before. the-Inſticution 
af, Commonwea!ths:; and therefore they can+ 
' notintthis State, which he now rreats of, cow 
tend for'them more than Brutes, :. So that the 
only; true Glory and Honour which 'can' be 
found, out of a Civil Government, is as Cicers 
very well defines it in his T»/c. Qef. the a+ 
greetng praiſe of good men, and the uncorrupted 
. Suffrages of thoſe that rightly judge of excellext 
Vertxe. But all the Vertues: being contain« 
ed-under the ſtudy of the Common Good 
of - Rational Beings, from thence alone can 
{pring the praiſe of good men : And the de: 
ſire 'of ſuch Honour, is ſo far from cauſing a 
War againſt all men, that as from'a contrary 
YT? ne | Princi- 
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Principle, - men may by this'beexcited tothe 
exerciſe of all thoſe Virtues,,. which Mr: #7; 
himſelf allows; Lev. Chap. 15. to: be 
the neceſſary means of Common :Peace and 
Safeby3-1dt oY 5 ti 2 9h, Woot batdin 


in. VIA, 1 
vu, 15: :His Second' Reaſon i, 'that anole 
theſe Creatures , The Commun Good differeyh not. 
fromthe Private; "and being by nature inlintd 
. Foctheir Private, "they procure thereby"the Com- 
mon Benefit. But. Man," whoſe'joy 'conſiteths-in 
cOpar ing) himfelf-with other ed, £494 rellfÞ nos 

thing, but 'what i eminent. il! W _3UC95, ation 

To which we! may reply, that Mr. HH. has 
donewus a Courteiie, in acknowledging before 
heis. aware;'that-even 6ut'of Civil Goverti- 
ment, chere'is>fome common and” 'publick 
Good; which may- be indeed *procured'evert 
by/Brutes:themſelves': And he has' elſewhere 
alſs' told' us (as'inihis Treatiſe De Homiime'; 
Chap. to. the very laſt Words) But w#'ſup- 
poſe the knowleage of the Common Good; 'to\be'4 
fit means to bring men both to Peace, and Vertue ; 
becanſe it js hoth\ amiable in its own Nature," and 
the ſureſt defente of each mans private Good, And 
{ure its difference in ſome'caſes from the pri- 
vate good of fome men, is. no ſufficient Rea- 
ſon why 'men ſhould rather fall out and fight 
among themielves, than Bees'or Ants, whoſe 
Common Good is likewlſe diſtinguiſhed mou 
#1 YLL ; £16 
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the private.-; But as for whatihe affirms, 'con- 
cerning the'Nature of :men, if it be univers 
fally underſtogd.,of all men (as his, words 
fſeetn to. intend) *cis falfe, and ſpoken. with- 
out all manner of proof, unleſs we muſt be 
ſeat back| to,:his general Demonſtration: of 
theſe things-n, his IntroduQtion to his Lev. 
when he adviſes every .man to this Rule, Ne/- 
ce teipſum;, and therefore would teach us from the 

'Samilitude of the thoughts. any paſſions of one max 
to:thoſe of, another, thereby to know what are the 
thoughts of | all other men, upon the. like occaſion. 
Perhaps Mr. Hobbs knew himſelf very well, 
and was ſenſible there was nothing more plea- 
"fant to him, than comparing himſelf with o- 
ther men, and ſo could reliſh nothing in him- 
elf,” either as his own Natural Endowments, 
.or acquired. Improvements, but what was 
more eminent, and greater than other.mens ; 
. and from thence gathered the ſame thoughts 
'to be in all others: But he ought to have 
ſhewa ſomerhing inthe nature of man, front 
whence. it 15s necefſary that all men ſhould {6 
judge; for certainly all that are truly rational, 
can know from. the true uſe of things, and 
from the neceſſity of their own Natures, how 
io judge concerning their own things, whe- 
ther they are pleaſant or not, and to what de- 
 gree they do delight them, without compa- 
ringthem with thoſe ” other men: So yr a 

| | ee 
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ſon, do *p0t fee (by it heaſt think theyſee) ' any 
fault in the adminiſtration of their Common bu- 
ſineſs : 'Whereas' amongſt men , there ure very 
. many that think themſelves'Wiſer, \unid Abley' to 
govern the Publith, better than the 'reſt'; und 


333 M;. Hobbs's Principles 
deed -none but thefooliſhor envious canonly 
be pleaſed, as far as'their own/things exceed 
thoſe of others. But if he would' have this 


cenſure; only to coricern ſach(men, 'it will not 


then afford a ſufficiefit cauſe of th Univerſal 
War of all metvagainſt all; And though per- 
haps Strife and ''Contention''inay be- begun 


amongſt fuch: envious; fooliſh People, yet 


the ſtrength or reaſon of the more" prudent 
and peaceable may. eafily reſtrain it , that it 
ſhall never hurt, or deftroy #ll'men, ' by \ma- 
1 them enter into'a'ftate.of War againſt 
$. 12. His Third Reaſon is , Thar theſe 


Creatitres havins not (us man) the uſe of Rec- 


thoſe ſtrive to Reform,' and Tanovate, one this 
way, arother'that why, \and thereby bring it in- 
to Diſfrattion, and Civil War. 

To which we may thus Reply, "That this 
Reaſon offers nothlhigg whereby men may live 
leſs peaceably among themſelves, if they 
were in the ſtate of Nature , and Subjects ro 
no Civil'Government, than Bruces': /But 1Nn 
this fate, 'mens Natural Propenſiohs to uni- 

= verſal 


ve are now ſeeking, for. But 
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ver{al Benevolence; and to the Laws of Na- 
ture, would have ſome. Pans notwithftang- 
log what he hath here alledged roche contra- 
iy ;'as 1 have ſufficiently proved 1n the pre- 
cedent- Diſcourſe. Nor doth he here offer 
any.:thing. whereby men could leſs agree 

, for this is the thing whoſe cauſes 

| z 4 only. objes 

iomething, which will hinder chem from pre- 
ſerving it, when. ic is inſtituted ; and there- 
fore this will alſo ſhake all the foundations of 
Peace, even in a Commonwealth; when it 
is :made never ſo firm according to his own 
Model; But we do well to conſider, whether 
meiis Reaſon does not more. powerfully pro- 
mote Peace and Concord, by dete(ting ma- 


09g: temiclyes co. inſtiture a Common- 


hy errors of the Imaginations and Paſſions, 


than.it doth Diſcord, by its fallibility about 
thole things which ate neceſſary , being 
but few, and thoſe. plaid enough. Belſides, 
meft do not preſently make Wat, as ſoon. as 


they ſuppoſe rhey ſpy out ſomewhat they 


may blame inthe Adminiſtration of publick 
Afﬀairs ; for the ſame. reaſon which diſcovers 
the fault,does alſo tell them,that many things 
are to be born with for Peace fake, and ſug- 
geſts divers means whereby an emendation of 
that fault; or miſcarriage, may be peaceably 
proctted; | | "IH 
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" So that dareappeal to the Judgment of 

the indifferent Reader, whether the conditi- 
on of Mankind is worſe than that of Brutes;, 
| becauſe it is Rational : and whether Mr. 27. 
_ doth not judge very hardly of all men, by 
making their Reafon guilty of all theſe m1- 
ſeries, which in other places he imputes on- 
ly to the Paſſions ; and from this cauſe would 
| prove that men muſt live leſs peaceably with 
each other than Brute Creatures. In ſhort, 
, Mr. H's Anſwer is nothing to the purpoſe, for 
our inquiry is concerning the obligation of 
the precepts of Reaſon in the ſtate of Nature ; 
and his Anſwer is, That moſt mens Reaſon 
-isſo falſe, as that it would difſolve all Com- 

monwealths already conſtituted. 


\ + $.13. His fourth Reaſon is, That theſe Crea- 
tures, tho they have ſome uſe of voice in making 
known to one another their deſires, and other affe- 
tions ; yet they want that art of words by which 
' ſome men can repreſent to others, that which is 
Good in the likeneſs of Evil, and Ewvil in the 
likeneſs of Good; and augment' or diminiſh the 
apparent greatneſs of Good and 'Evil," diſcon- 
renting men, and troubling their peace at their 
pleaſure. 

The force of which Anſwer is' no more 
than'this : Fhat becauſe .it ſometimes falls 
out, that the common People are moved to 
Mutiny 
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Mutiny and Sedition by a ſpecious, or ſophi-- 
ſtical Sermon, or Oration, that. therefore 
men, as having the uſe of Speech, cannot 
maintain peace among themſelves : which 
conſequence is certainly very looſe ; for he. 
ought to prove, that all men do neceſſarily 
and conſtantly make ſuch Speeches, tending 
to Civil War, and Sedition ; and alfo that. 
ſuch Speeches, when heard, do conſtantly 
prevail ontheir Auditors, or the moſt part of 
them , that they ſhould preſently take up 
Arms;: For it may be, that even the Vulgar 
' may ſee through ſuch falle and ſpecious 
Speeches, and may not ſuffer themſelyes to 
be deluded by them. It may alſo happen, 
that they may rather give credit to the peace- 
able Speeches of the more wiſe, and mode- 
rate, as founded upon more ſolid Reaſons : 
And it may be, that they will rather conſider 
the true weight of the Arguments, than the 
empty ſound of the Words; and' certainly 
mens rational Nature leads them to do this; 
for they know they cannot be fed, or defend- 
ed by Words, but by Actions proceeding 
from mutual Benevolence : What then doth 
hinder, but that the Elqquence and Reaſon 
of the Good and -Peaceable may not often 
prevail, with which both the Reaſon of the 
Speaker, the true intereſt of, the Auditors, 


and the nature of things do all agree; But I 
A ; ſhall 
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ſhall ſpeak n6 more of this Subjeft now, ha: 
ying in the precedent Diſcourſe ſufficiently 
proved, That men receive much greater Be. 
 nefits from the uſe of Speech (though it may 
Tometimes be the cauſe of Civil Difcords, and 
Watrs) than they do Evils and Miſchiefs 
thereby. And 4 ſuppoſe Mr. H. himſelf 
(were he alive) would confeſs that Man- 
kind would not be rendered more peaceable, 
br eafic to be governed , had they been all 
created dumb, or elſe had all their Tongues 
been cut out by the irreſiſtible power 0 his 
| _ Leviathan, tlie Civil Soveraign. ; 


d. 14. His Afch Reaſon is, That Driven] 
Creathres cannot diſtinguiſh between Inj jury, and 
Damaze ;, and therefore as long 'us they be at 
eaſe ; "they are not offended at their Fellows : 

beveas man is then moſt troubleſome , when 
he is moſt at eaſe ; for then it is that he hes to 
ſhew his Wiſdom, 17d controul the Afions of thens 
that | ouerp the Commonwealth. 

By which Antithefis, he would infer, That 
men live together leſs peaceably than Brutes, 
becauſe they diſtingut between Injury and 
Dainage : Bur we think much otherwiſe; 
and 'that' moſt men would more willingly 
ſuffer ſome damage; even done by other men, 
fo it be 'not dohe injuriouſly. AndI acknow- 
{<dge that all the diſtinQion berween theſe 

© WO, 
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two, is founded in the knowledge of Right, 
and Law, which indeed is only proper to 
men. Bux that this Knowledge ſhould make 
them more, prone to violate the. publick 
Peace, and to trample.upon the Laws and 
Rights of their Superiors, I can by no means 
admit ; much leſs, that Subjects that abound 
in-peace, and riches, are more apt to envy 
their Superjors, and to {hew their wiſdom in 
finding fault with their Rulers; or that the 
Subjetts of England, for example, who (God 
be thanked enjoy both ſufficient peace, and 
plenty) are more apt to find fault with cheir 
Goyernors, than thoſe in Fraxce or Turkey , 
where they are poor and miſerable by Taxes, 
and other Severities ; or that they can even 
there forbear repining at the cruel Treatmenc 
of their Rulers, though perhaps their Spirits 
may be ſadebaſed, and their Powers.ſa weak- 
= by this opprefſion, that they may not be 
fo gble to.ſhew it by publick diſcourſe, much 
leſs by reſiſtance ; and fo free themſelves from 
this Tyranny, as perhaps.they would do if 
they had ſu ficient Riches and Courage. And 
that I conceive 1s the, true, reaſon why this 
Authors ſuch an Egemy in all his /Books to 
the happineſs 2nd wealth of the Pegple,whom 
he would all along make Slaves inſtead of 
Subjeas. 
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* But ſuppoſe that the lawful Rights of 
Princes are ſometimes violated by the unbri- 
dled Luſts of ſome evil men, yet I do not 
fee how this knowledge of the difference be- 
t\veen thoſe things which are done by right, 
and thoſe which are done by wrong, do ren- 
der them more apt to do Injuries to others. 
But he tells us, T7 hat man is then moſt trouble- 
Home, when he is at eaſe. But ure, it is not 
without Injuſtice, that he impures the Faults 
of ſame men to all Mankind, and that with- 
out any proof ; unleſs, perhaps, finding ſuch 
Paſſions in himſelf, he thence concluded that 
they muſt likewiſe be natural to all others, 
actording to the merhod he makes uſe of in 
his Introduction to this Book ; which I have 
before taken notice of, 'when he bids us exa- 
mine this ſimilitude of Paſſions, and fo whe- 
ther” they do not agree with his own 
Thoughts. 'Bur T mult freely confeſs they 
go *not agree with' mine ; let me' be 'but 
hippy, and want nothing, and though others 
may be richer, or happier, I ſhall'not envy 
them, 'nor am I at ill che worſe for it : But 
indeed Mr. H. does very prepoſterouſly to 
alledge this fault of mens love to ſhew their 
wiſdom,and controul the Actions of thern'that 
govern the Commonwealth, agatnſt all Man- 
kind ; whilſt he yet ſuppoſes men inthe ſtate 
of Nature , which ſure (according to his 

Sulabark. att oa ag ug 
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own Hy potheſis ) precedes all Civil Govern- 
ment. 

'But we are now come to Mr. H's laſt Rea- 
ſon; and let usſee if he can thereby prove any 
better, That Mankind is leſs prone to Peace 
chan Brute Creatures. 


Ki 15. Laſtly, The agreement of theſe Crea- 
tures is naturul, that of Men is by Covenant only, 
which ts artificial : and therefort'it is no wonder 
if there be ſomewhat elſe required, beſides Cove- 
nants' to make their Agreement conſtant , and 
laſting ; which 1s a Commou' Power to keep "them 
in ave, and to airett their Actions to rhe C008 
benefit. 

To which T reply, That the true natural 
Cauſes intrinfieal to Men as they are Animals, 
and which can bring them to conſent tothe 
exerciſe of 'Peace,'and mutual Benevolence 
amongſt themſelves, : are alike with thoſe that 
are found in other Animals, eyen'the fierceſt, 
and cruelleft, ſuppoſe Lions, or Bears, (if you 
will ) asT hope F haye ſufficiently proved in 
the former part of this Treatiſe, Nor can 
Mr.'. ſhew atiy ching which 'is wanting to 
man, but yet is found in Brutes as a cauſe of 
their' peaceable agreement; ' for thar which 
he urges,” That*rhe Agreetent of thele 
Creitures is natural, that: of men is by Co- 
venant only , and therefore artificial , may 


nk; 
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erhaps umpole: upon the. Vulgar, but may 
fily - a hs any one that will bus 
confider tothe, next Canlequence.: For thoſe 
very Compatts or..Covenants he meations, 
are mace by the power, as well of mens Ra- 
tional, as Animal Natures; And certainly if 
there had been no Covenants made among 
meg, and that they. had notthe uſe of Reafon, 
et the common Nature of .Animals of the 
con kind, wavld have had as. much force 
with them, as. with other Creatures, that 
they ſhould agree to maintain a mutual bene. - 
volence, as well 2s Brutes of the ſame kind, 
without deſtroying. each other, whoſe agree- 
ment is by him acknowledged to be natural : 
What then hind+rs, but after there is beſides 
added to Mankind Reaſon, and the uſe of 
Speech, but that the ſame natural agreement 
may. ſtill remain ? Reaſon ſure doth not take 
away the natural endeavours, and propen- 
fions, to Concard in Man, .more than others 
Animals; nexther is this agreement leſs naty- 
ral, or conſtant , hecaule: it is.expreſſed by 
words : - AS our Appetite, , and ——_ in of 
Food, do nat ceale to be, natural Attions 1n 
us, although we may: expreſs this Appetite 
þy words,. or figas-; and, may; alſo appoint 
the time , ,place,,and what fort of Meat we 
will eat, And Mr. #. himſelf (as, well as 
others) does ſometimes'acknowledge Reaſon 
I” to 
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to be a natural Facylty, as he does mm his De 
Cive, in the place already quoted : From 
whence it follows ; "That this {trier Society 
or Agreement which Reaſon diQates ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed by CompaQts, wholly proceeds 
from the rational Nature of Mankind. But 
it will farther appear, That this Agreement 
proceeding from the uſe of Speech, is there- 
fore more fitly called natural, if we conſider 
our praQtical Reaſon to be altogether deter- 
minied from the nature of the beſt End we can 
foreſee or propoſe; and the beſt means we 
can uſe thereunto. And farther, there is no- 
thing more can be effeted by the utmoſt en- 
deavonrs of our Reaſon, than that thoſe pro= 
4-20 to concord, with others of our own 

ind, (which are ſo natural to all Ani- 
mals) ſhould be direfted to their fit obje& 
(viz.) all other rational Creatures, and that 
all our particular aQions ſhould be thence 
exerted according to their due place, time, 
and other circumſtances. So that the very 
taking in of Meat, and Drink, is moſt natu- 
ral, and proceeds from the natural conftituti- 
on of an Animal. Yet this inall particular ca» 
ſes, isbeſt governed, and direfted by a man's 
Reaſon, taking care of his own Health 
without any irregularities in his Diet ; 
whilſt thoſe precepts of thus regulating his 
Diet, whoſe force and certainty the ob _ 
NO OO Os INITIAL es 
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from the Nature of things, and his own par- 
ticular Conſtitution, may very well deſetve 
in ſome caſes, the name of an Art. 
Therefore Mr. ZH. hath done very ill in 
making that agreement among men, which 
is expreſſed by Compatts, to be ſo artificial, 
as it muſt bequite oppoſed to what is natural. 
I ſhall nor indeed deny, thoſe words by 
which Compacts are expreſſed, to have pro- 
ceeded from the Arbitrary agreements of 
men-: Yet that conſent of their minds, con- 
cerning the mutual offices. of Benevolence, 
of whuch words are only the ſigns, is altoge- 
ther Natural : For in that conſent of minds 
concerning the mutual commutation of Du- 
ties, conſiſts the whole Nature of CompaQs ; 
as all its obligation proceeds from thence : 
But the knowledge and will of conſtituting 
fome ſigns, either by words or Aqtons, 
whereby this ſort of conſent may be declared, 
is ſo natural, and caſy ro men, without 
any Teaching , that ir may be obſerved in 
perſons bora Deat and: Dumb, as I have 
iven ſome inſtances 1n the foregoing Di- 
courſe. In ſhort, this conſent expreſs'd by 
CompaQs , concerning theſe moſt general 
acts of Benevolence, which may be conſidered 
in any diſquition concerning the Laws of Na- 
tore, is either not-to be called Artificial, or 


if it be ſo termed, that Term is ſo to be under- 


ſtood 
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ſtood, as it agrees with all mens natural Con- 
ſents, and not as it may be oppoſed to them ; 
that ſo it may become thereby leſs firm and 
durable, as Mr. Z7. ſuppoſes it ; for the fig- 
nification of a natural Conſent, conftituted þ 

words, tho with ſome kind' of Art , doth 
not at all diminiſh its firmneſs or duration ; 
and cherefore T1 think it doth ſufficiently ap- 
pear, that Mr. HZ. is very much miſtaken, 
when he ſuppoſes that the agreement of 
Brutes of the ſame kind is more conſtant and 
natural than that among men; and that mens 
natural propenſions to a Benevolence towards 
others, are not ſo ſtrong in men; as in other 
Animals: So that I ſhall leave it to the ime 
partial Reader, whether upon a due conſide- 
ration of his Anſwers, and our Replies, he 
will conclude, as this Author doth in his 
Treatiſe de homine, chap: 10. That men do ex> 
ceed Wolves, Bears, and Serpents, in Cruelty 
and Rapacity, who are not rapacious beyond hun- 
ger ; which if he had affirmed of ſome men 
who are degenerated from all ſentiments of 
humanity, had not been much amiſs ; but to 
affirm it of all mankind in general, is too 
ſevere and falſe a cenſure to be let paſs: 
Whereas it muſt be at the worſt, acknow- 
ledged, That no general Propoſitions can be 
made, concerning the particular Paſſions and 
Humours of all men; ſince there js not only 
| a great- 
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a greater difference of Wit, but alſo a greater 
variety of Paſſions and Inclinations amongſt 
men, thanbrutes ; and that nor only among 
whole Nations, but particular perſons : For 
all the kinds of brutes have / almoſt the like 
Inclinations, . and are governed by the like 
paſſions and appetites ; ſo that if you know 
ene of them.,, you almoſt know them all ; 
but in (mankind, ſo _ men , ſo many 
Minds, and 1o many almoſt ſeveral Humours 
and Diſpoſitions: And which is more, che 
lame man doth not only differ from others, 
. but alſo oftentimes from himſelf; and that 
which at one-time he mightily loves andap- 
proves of,at another he abhors and condetins, 


- 8.46, Yet:fo much-I ſhall grant Mr. .Z. 
Thatmen-ate tormented with many Paſſions 
anknown to Brutes, :{uch -as are Coveteouſ- 
neſs, Ambition, Vain-glory, Envy, {Emu- 
lation, or Strife of Wit, with the Seriſe of 
which Brutes are not at all concerned ;:all 
which I:confeſs, do extremely -hinder mens 
marural Peace and:Concord:: So on ;the-orher 
<ide, he hath not-only ſeveral other :Paſſions; 
:that as-ftrongly perſuade:him' to ſeek and ob- 


_. ſerve them, - yet 'God hath alſo endued him 


with reaſon: whereby from the conſideration 
.of:his ownNature,and of. other things, he may 
atraina knowledgeof his:Deity and be _ 
Y 
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by ted to diſcover, that all:the Laws of Na- 
ture are. not only bare diQtates of Reaſon, 
but are alſo Laws truly eſtabliſhed by the 
Will of God the Legi!lator:, for his own 
Honour, -and the Happineſs and: Prefſerva- 
tion of Mankind ; bur ſo far T ſhall agree with 
Mr H,:thatin any Country, where men live 
ww@hout any knowledg ofa Law, either natu- 
ral or reveal'd, 'that inall thoſe places they are 
4h'\as bad 'or worſe ftate than Brutes' can'ibe 
miagined tobe. F 3&0 


%. 17.' To-conclude, I cannot but take no- 
tice," that Mr. Hs Hypotheſis labours under 
theſe great Abſurdities. Firſt, He ſuppoſes 
that in the State of Nature a man's Reaſon 
rells him, \that his Self-preſervation cannot 
be - obtained without this War againſt all 
men ; bur afterwards finding 'by experience 

the fatal Evils and Miſchiefs proceeding from 
this kind of Life, to have alfo by his reaſon 
found our, and then propoſed thoſe Condi- 
tions of Peace., called Laws of Nature ; in 
order to his own Happineſs and Self preſer- 
vation ; as if right Reafon could ever diftate 
contradictory or oppoſite means to this ſame 
end, ſuch asare a State of War, and a State 
'of Peace; a negle& and violation of all the 
Laws of Nature, as lawful and neceſſary for 
a man's ſafety.in the State of Nature, —_ - 

ri 
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ſtri& obſervation of them. when once enter: 
ed into a Civil State, for the ſame+ de+ 


r "Scoatdly, This Hypotheſis is: highly dero- 
gatory to the Goodneſs and Providence» of 
God 3 for: if he were the! Author and. Crea- 
tor of Mankind, (as certainly: he was)\then 
1,7 - , Whoever believes this * Hyg 

WY {1 1-40-iar rheſis', muſt alſo' believe that 
*Palicy.,: Chap. 4. :God contrived ;things {o :4ll is 
P. 126, 127, that unleſs his Creatures had 
been more cunning and provident than 
himſelf, - they: muſt of neceffity (like the 
Earth-borg Brethren in Ovid's Metamorphoſis, 
haye periſhed'by each others hands as:{ſoon 
as they were made. : - So that: the preſerva- 
tion and; well-being of Mankind, would! be 
entirely attributed cotheir own Wit and Cun- 
ning, and not-to God's Goodneſs or Provt 
dence , 'who muſt have' ſent his Creatures 
into the World in ſuch an evil ſtate as ſhould 
obiige them firſt -to ſeek their own mutual 
Ruin and Deſtruction, as the way to their 
Preſervation. Sothat Mankind mult owe all 
the happineſs and comfore of their Lives, ' not 
to their Creator, but themſelves : fince with 
him the Laws of Nature, whereby they are 
preferved, were. not given or eltabliſhed by 
God. chelr Legior, but are only ſo many 
'Rules-of Art or humans Wit,” ike other In- 
irq) Ventions' 
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ventions gf mens contriving, and ſtill ſuppoſe 
man to be departed from that natural Rate of- 
War in which God put him,into an Artificial 
one of Peace of his own making : But cer- 
 tainly the Deity that made us (if ſuppoſe 
him Good and Wiſe) made us not to be miſe- 
rable (as Mr. ZH. himſelf confeſſes we muſt 
have been) had we continued in this ſtate of 
War. So that to ſuppoſe God made us, and 
left us in that condition, it is direQly'to deny 
our Creator's Goodneſs. And then if. we 
ſuppoſe him wiſe, we cannot imagihe that 
. ie would frame a fort 'of Creatures only to 
deſtroy themſelves, unleſs we can believe his 
only deſign was to ſport hirffelf in their 
folly and madneſs, in beholding them by. all 
the ways and arts of Force and Fraud contri- 
ving their own. mutual Deſftrudtion. Arid 
therefore if the Creation of Man were the pro- 
du&t of the: Divine Wiſd6ta and Goodnels, 
his Natural State muſt have been that of 
Peace, and not ſuch a Condition as that which 
this Author ſnppoſlgs, | "x | 
+ Laffly, Mr, H. doth” himſelf ingenioul- 
ly confeſs, that he believes there was never 
actually ſuch'a ſtate of War, as he ſuppoſes 
and: deſcribes: And therefore, tho I prant 
it is both lawful and uſual for natural Philoſo- 
phers, who not being able through the imbe- 
cility of our humane Faculties, to diſcover 
| Aa T_— 
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the true nature and effences of Bodies, or other 


. Subſtances, do therefore take a liberty to 
feign or ſuppoſe. ſuch an Hypotheſis , - as 


they think will beft ſuit with the nature of 


the things themſelves, of which they intend 
to treat ; and from thence to frame a body of 
natural Philolophy, or Phyſicks, as Arifott 
of old, and Monſieur Des Cartes, in our age 
have performed : Yet can we. not allow the 


fame liberty in moralor praQical Philoſophy, 


as in ſpeculative, And therefore ſuch a pye- 
carious Hypotheſis, as this of a natural itate 
of War, is by no means to. be admitted as 
the neceſſary conſequence ,of that natural 
Right, which every man hath to preſerve 
himſelf: For whether we confider Mankind 
to have been together with the world, gene- 
rated from all eternity, as Arifotle, and the 
more modern Platoniſts did believe ; or elſe 
to have ſprung out of the earth like Muſh- 
rooms, as Epicurus of old, and Mr. H. in his 
De Cive ſuppoſe: ; or elſeas we (according to 
the Divine Revelation of, the hgly-Scriptures ) 
do believe , That: Mankind wag at fipſt pro- 


pagated from one. Man, and. one Woman, 


created for that purpoſe by God,; Now let us 
at preſent ſuppoſe which of theſe we pleaſe 
ro be the true Original of Mankind, we can- 
not. from thence with any reaſon: conclude, 
that ic was at any,time ſuch a ſtate of War of 
T . 
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al men againſt all ; for if, according to the 
firſt. Hypotheſis, we ſuppoſe Mankind tobe 
Erernal, they were likewiſe from all Eternj= 
FIPRIR by diſtin& Fanulies, and divis 

into: ſeveral Nations, and Common- + 
wealths, -as they ate at this day; But if it be 
objected, that thoſe diſtin&t Nations or 
Commonwealths, were always ſuch fro 
all Eternity ; Then it will likewiſe follow, 
that they were alſo from all Eternity in 
the fame ſtate they now are ; that is, not 
of -War, but Peace. But we ſhall further 
ſhew the abſurdity of that Suppoſition, before 
we-have concluded our Conſiderations upon 
this. Head. Soonthe other fide, if we pro- 
ceed upon the. Epicurean Hypotheſis, of Man« 
kind*s {pringing out of the: Earth ; if we do 
not likewiſe fuppoſe them to have been made 
like Game-Cocks, or thoſe Earth-born men 
I have already mentioned, who preſently fell. 
a fighting, and: deſtroying each other with- 
out any. Cauſe ; it will not do the buſineſs; 
And therefore let us now with Mr. H. ſup- 
poſe theſe men, being all made- of. equal 
ſtrength, both of body and mind ; it 1s plain, 
that Nw muſt be at firſt in a ſtate of Peace, 
before they could ever fall. together by the 
Ears; ſo.then the ſtate of Peace was Prior it 
Nature to that of War, and alſo more agree«. 


able to Human Narure. 
Aa 2  2ah, 
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entered intoa ſtate of War, and have fallen 


a cutting each others Throats without ſome - 


juſt Cauſe, or Provocation firſt given. For 
if they were all equal, every man would 
' Conſider each of his Fellows as of a like abilicy 
with himſelf; and that if he ſtruck him firſt 
without any cauſe, he would be as well able 
to reſilt,- and make his party good with him, 
as he could be to hurt him ; the fear of which 


would have rather cauſed Peace than War:. 
Since whoever ſtruck firſt,could not be ſure ot. 


the Victory ; And if any two ſhould haye fal- 
ten to Cufts, this could be no reaſon for all 
the reſt to have alſo fallen together by the 


Ears, fince there was no caule why they: 
_ . Thould ſuppoſe a Will or Inclination in each 


other to War, till they had expreſſed it by 


ſome outward ſigns ; ſo that this natural - 


Equality among men, and mutual fear of 
each other, . which Mr. H. ſuppoſes to be the 


chief cauſes off War, would certainly have 


Tather inclined theſe men to Peace. 

--* But if we follow the Divine Authority of 
the Holy Scriptures, it is then certain, That 
all Mankind being derived from one Man, 
and one Woman, their Children could never 
be 1a this ſtate of war towards their — ng 
| | Y 


2aly, Suppoſing theſe Earth-born new th. 
have been all rational Creatures, ahd eqtalin 
ſtrength and cunning, they would never have 
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by Mr. H's own confeſſion; much leſs could 
the Parents ever be {o unnatural towards their 
Children, who were made out of their own 
Subſtance ;- nor yet could the Brothers, or 
Siſters, who partake of the ſame Human Na- 
ture derived from their Common Parents, and 


_ who were bred up together from their Infan- 


Cy in a ſtate of Peaceand Amity, be rational- 
ly ſuppoſed preſently to have fallen together 
by the ears without any other cauſe, or pro- 
vocation-given, than Mr. H's Paſſions of mu- 
tual diſtruſt, and deſire of glory : Therefore 
when afterthe Fall of 44:»,,man's Nature was 
degenerated into that ſtate we now find it, 
wherein mens Paſſions, T own, dotoo often 
domineer over their Reaſdn ;' and that Cazn, 
through Malice and Envy, ſlew his Brother, 
as we read-in Geneſis.Of this ſtate of War,as ic 
is the firſt Example of man'sDegeneracy,ſo it 
is alſo of God's diſlike, and puniſhment of chis 
cruel Sin of Murther , which is indeed but 


-the effe&t of this Author's ſtate of War. 


[But I beg the Reader's pardon if I have 
been too prolix in the confutation of this Prin» 


_ Ciple3 this being the main foundation of all 


thoſe Evil and Falſe Opinions contained in 


this Author's Moral and Political Works : if . 


therefore this is throughly dettroyed, all that 

is buile upon it will fall of it ſelf. Bur fince - 

Mr. H. hath by his Suppoſicion of certain, 
A a 3 Coms 
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Compaas, or Covenants, undertaken to ſhew 
a Method how men got out of this wretched 
ſtate of War ; in which let us ſee whether his 
next Principle anſwers the- Deſigns he pro- 


F 


poles. 
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PRINCIPLE vIlL 


9.1. That mutual Compacts of Fidelity im the || \ 
 Stateof Nature, are void, but pot ſo in 4 Com: 
monwealth. he fg 


» Pp 


F 


bY Principle he expreſſes and 
proves at large, in his de Czve, cap. 


in theſe words'; But thoſe Covenants that are 
a1ade by Contratt, where there is a mutual Truſt, 
peither party performing any thing preſently in 
- the ſlate of Nature, if any juſt Fear ſhall ariſe 
on either ſide, are void. For he who firſt performs, 
becauſe. of the evil diſpoſition of the greateſt part 
of men, only ſtudying their own profit, no matter | 
whether by right or wrong , betrays himſelf to 
the luſt of him with whom he contratts ; For 
there 1s uo reaſoy that any man ſhould perform 
firſt, if it is ot likely that the other will perform 
afterwards ; which whether it be likely or not, he 
who fears, muſt judge, as it is ſhewn in the for- 
wer Chapter, Art. 9. 1 ſay things are thus in 
zhe ſtate of nature ; but in a Civil late, where 
there 


—. 
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there is one who can compel them both, he. who by 
Contract is firſt to perform, ought firſt to do it, 
For ſince the other may be compelled, the reaſos 
ceaſes, for which he feared the other would not 
erfornm. oe | 
Which Principle 1s ſomewhat otherwiſe 
expreſſed in his Lev. chap. 14. which ſince 
it difters fomerhing from the other, in the 
manner of expreſſion, I {hall likewiſe give in - 
\you his own words. © 1f' 4 Covenant 6: made 
wherein neither of the Parties perform preſently, 
but truſt one another, in the condition of mere 
nature ( which is a condition of War of every 
man againſt every man) upon any reaſonable 
ſuppoſition, it is void ; but if there be a common 
Power ſet over them both, with right and force 
ſufficient to compel performance, it is not void; 
for he that performeth firſt, hath no aſſurance the 
other will perform afterwards, becauſe the mere 
bonds of words are too weak to bridle mens Ambi- 
tion, Avarice, Anger, and other Paſſions, withe 
' out the fear of [ome coercive Power, (which in the 
condition of mere Nature, where all men are 
equal, and judges of the juſtneſs of their own 
fears, ' cannot poſſibly be ſuppoſed) ; ana he which 
performs firſt, doth but betray himſelf to his 
enemy , contrary to the Right ( he can aever 
abandon) of defending his life, and, means of 
Uuint: 


j 
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$. 2. You may now more plainly ſee the 
reaſon why he ſuppoſes in the foregoing 
Chapter, Thar all Kings and perſons of So- 
veraign Authority, are always 1n a poſture, 
or ſtate of War ; which he more plainly ex- 
; preſſes in his de Czve, chap. I O. d. 17. 1n theſe 
words ; But what are divers Commonwealths, 
but ſo many Gariſons fortified ag ainſ} eath other 
with Arms and Ammunition * Whoſe State, bz. 
cauſe they are kept in awe by m9 common Power, 
( altho an uncertain Peace, or ſhort Truces may 
zutervene) is yet to be accounted for the ſtate of | 
Natnre, that is, for a flateof War. From all 
which it is eaſie to deduce the grievous miſ: 
'chiefs that would thereby happen to man- 
kind. For in the firſt place thele Civil Sove- 
reigns he mentions, can never be obliged by 
any Covenants from making War upon, and 
ruining each other, nor can be accuſed for. 
breach of Faith, or Infidelity, when they do 
{6 ; for being till in the ſtate of Nature, that 
will neceſſarily follow, which he lays down. 
atthe end of his former Chapter, agthe con- 
ſequences of this ſtate : To this War of every 
an againſt every man, this alſo is conſequent, 
that nothing can be unjuſt. The notions of Right 
and Wrong, Juſtice and Injuſtice, have there no 
place 3 where, there is no common Power, there 
25 no Law 5 where no Law, 9 Injuſtice. Force 
and Frand are in War the two Cardinal Vertnes. 


d. 3. 50, 


4 
, 


any. Articles or Covenants of Peace with 


each other ; no, not if they” {wear to them | 


never ſo ſolemnly ; for in the laſt words of 
this 'Chapter he tells us, That the Oath adds 
aothing to the obligation ; fer a Covenant, if 


lawful, binds in the ſight of God, without the. 


Oath, as much as with it ; \if unlawful, binds 
pot at all, tho it be confirmed with an Oath: So 
that if the Covenant could not oblige, the 
Oath will ſerve to as little purpoſe ; What 
- Princes will thank him for this DoQtrine, -I 


know not-; but I hope it is not an Apology 
for the late afQtions of any Princes but the Os- - 


foman Emperor ,' and our Chriſtian Grand 


Si2xior on the other ſide the water ; but if 


the Rate of Princes towards each other is ſo 
bad, that of the Subjects is much worſe ; for 
from theſe Principles the ſafety of all Ambaſ: 
ſadors,: Merchants, .and Travellers in the 
Territories of any Prince or State with 
whom we are at Peace, is thereby utterly ta- 
- ken away,; nor can the Suhjects þe in a better 
condition than ' their Maſters; for by this 
Author's determination , they are preſent- 
ly Enemies as ſoon as they come under a 
Foreign Power : For ſuch Princes being 
always 1n the ſtate' of Nature towards each, 
other, it is a part of their Natural Right or 

EN ET Prero- 
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F$. 2. Sothat you ſee upon theſe Principles - 
it 15 altogether in vain for Princes to make 


f 


GOT . v lg RAVES St > 4 


362 Mr. Hobbs Principles 
Prerogative, to force all thoſe that are weaker 
zo give a Caution of their future Obedience (and 
good behaviour) unleſs they will rather ſut- 
ter Death. For zothing can be imagined more 
abſurd, than that he who being weak you have 
#n your power, by letting him go, you may reu- 
der both ſtrong, and your Enemy, All which 
are his own words, in his De C:ve, Cap. t. 
$. x4. Nor can T'underſtand what he means - 
by a future Caution of Obedience, but the 
Submiſſion of rhoſe who are thus ſeized. up- 
on, and their coming into the ſame Com- 
monwealth, and ſubjeing themſelves wholly 
to their Empire, who thus lay hold on them : 
For he tells us preſently after, 7 hat a certain 
and irreſiſtible Power confers a Right of Govern= 
#20 and Ruling thoſe, who cannot reſiſt it, 90 
thar if this DoCtrine 'be true, in what an 
i!l condition are Ambaſſadors, and, other 
Strangers in fqreign Countries now at League 
with us, any one may ealily perceive. Well, 
but ſuppoſe ſuch Strangers: could: or would 
ſy mit theralelves abſolutely to theſe Foreign 
Powers, they may yet chuſe whether they 
wiil accept it, ſince no Law of Nature, ac- 
cording to Mr. H's Principles, can oblige Fo- 
reigners to any outward Ads of Kindneſs or 
Mercy towards others,who are not of the ſame 
Commonwealth, ſince they may either ac- 
cept of this their Submiſſion, or elſe refuſe i, 

an 
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and put them to Death, tho'atherwiſe never 
ſo innocent. 


0. 4, But if CompaQts with thoſe of diffe- 
rent Commonwealths, whether Princes or 
' SubjeQs, are of fo little force, let us ſee 
whether they will ſignify any more am 
thoſe, who having agreed to renounce this 
State of Nature, are willing to transfer all ' 
their Power upon one, or more Perſons, and 
{o.enter into his Commonwealth Where, 
fir, I defire you to obſerve, that theſe Patts 
or. Coyenants, by which every Man renoun- 
ces his Natural Right, are ſtill made in the 
| State of Nature, in which State, it is lawful 
for any Man to doubt of another's Fidelity ; 
| but whether a Maa juſtly fears that another 
will not perform his part, he that fears, is 
the only. Judge; and therefore Mr. ZH. con- 
cludes, that every man hath caule to fear, 
whenever he is afraid. -Which reaſon, if it 
were of any force, would infer, that not on- 
ly thoſe CompaQts are invalid in which no- 


choſe 


is performed on either part; but alſo 
in which any thing of any moment re- 


mains yet to .be done by either Party, for he 
who will not keep Faith any longer, may 
when he pleaſes pretend to be afraid, leſt 
the other ſhould break his Faith with him, 
and that very juſtly, whilſt he himſelf is the 


only 
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only Judge of it; and therefore his Reaſon 
(which is always ſuppoſed to be right) may 
not only tell him, that he need not perform 
his part of the Covenant, but alſo that jt is 
abſolutely void, if he thinks fit to make it ſo. 
But if any one will ſay, that he himſelf hath 
prevented this ObjeCtion by his Annotation to 
this Article; as allo in his Lev. in this Chap. 
That the Cauſe of fear, which makes ſuch a Co 
wenant invalid, muſt be always ſomething ari- 
ſing after the Covenant made, as ſome new fatt, 
or other ſigni of the Will not to perform, elſe 
#t cannot make the Covenant void. For that 
which could not hinder a Man from promiſing, 
ought not to be admitted as an hindrance of per- 
orming, All which, tho it be very true, 
yet if what he hath already alledged in his 
foregoing Section be alſo true, it will not 
ſignify any thing ; becauſe he there tells us, 
that whether it is likely that he will perform, 
or not, he who'is afraid, is the only Judge, 
(right or wrong, it is all one) and therefore 
this fear of another mans failing in his truſt, 
may either ariſe from his calling to mind the 
falſe and evil Diſpoſition: of all men, which 
| before the CompaCct he had not well conſi- 
dered; or elſe he may ſuppoſe any AQ of 
the other Parties (tho never ſo innocent) 'to 
be a ſufficient ſign of his Will not to perform 
his part. Nor1s there any thing in the _ 
| ® 
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of Nature, which can make ſuch a timerous 
man. ſecure. of the. Fidelicy of others, far 
the performance of*. their Compact; ' be- 
cauſe as Mr, H. tells us in his De Czve, Cap. 5. 
$1, 2. Cap..7. yh. 27- All.the hope of ſecurity 
is placed, in that a man. may prevent all others, 
either, openty,..or by ſurpriſe. So, that altho ic 
appears, . that; the Urility of obſerving of 
 CompaQts-he: never 10 manifeſt, yer cannot 
it by this Principle lay any firm Zain. Lomas 
upon mens:minds, but that they may depart 
from them, whenever they. will negle&t or 
overſee this. Utility, or that they think they. 
may better. ſecure their own intereſt by any» 
other means ; ſince the Will and Conſct- 
ence of man(can never be ſo obliged by their 
naked CompatQs, that they. may not depart 
| from, ora@ contrary to them, whenſoever 
they think. they may ſafely , and for their 
own private advantage do it. For the Obli-. 
gation will not. anly ceaſe, tf it ſhall pleaſe ' 
all thoſe who have ſo covenanted to $24 
from their. Covenants ar once, as when men 
diſcharge themſelves of them by mutual con- 
ſent : But ſuppoſing alſo this conſent ſtill to 
continue, 'the force of an Obligation will yet 
be wanting ; for ſince that diCtate of Reaſon 
of keeping Compadtts, has not as yet attain- 
ed the force of a Law, as being made (as I 
have already obſerved) in the meer (tate of 
Nature ; 
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Nature ; any fingle Perſon, according to 


his particular Humour, or predominant Paſ- 
fion of Fear, or Sufpicion, or Self-intereft, 
may depart from this diQate of Reaſon, tho 


the reſt do not agree fo to/do; becauſe no 


man according to Mr, H. inthe Law of Na- 
ture, canever be tied by any Compa& toquit 
the doing of that inch 

for his own Intereſt, or Self-defence: PForin 
the very beginning of this 14th Chapter. in 
his Lev. he defines a wr of FR_ to be 
4 Precepi, or general Rule found out by Reaſon 

> by fp bf is forbidden to do that: ——_ i 
aeſtruftive of his Life, or takes away the means 
of preſerving the ſame', and to omit that by 
which he thinketh it may be beff preſerved. 
So that for the prefervation'ef a man's life, 


or wheneyer he thinks thoſe CompaQts may 


'take away the means of preſerving it , he 
my without crime fail in keeping his Com- 
pats either for Publick Peace, or the obſer-= 
vation of Juſtice with his Fellow-ſubjects, or 
of Fidelity, or of Obedience to his Civil So- 
vereign; who upon thele Principles, isin no 
better a condition, nor ſo good, as any of his 
Subje&s : Becauſe Mr. H. doth not allow in 
his Lev4athan, Cap. 18. of any compaQts to be 
made between the Sovereign, and the Sub- 
jets; who only Covenant one with the 
other, and . not with: him, to give up their 

right 


he judges neceflary 


right of governing themſelves to this man, or 
Aſſembly of men, and that\they do ther 
authorize all his Ations. So that fince this 
Compa&t is made in the ſtate Nature, and 
that this Law of keeping of CompaQts, is 
only a dictate of Reaſon, and noLaw ; it can 
lay- no higher Ro upon mens Conſci- 
ences in the ſtate of Nature, than any other 
. Law of Nature, . which Mr. ZH. plainly tells 
us Chep. 17. 1n.the ſtxte of Nature do not oblige, 
nor can the 'Common-Power.ſet over mea, 
lay any ter TT in Conſcience upon them, 
why they {ſhould not break theſe Compafts 
towards each other, when ever they think it 
convenient: Far fince the Civil Soyereigncan 
only. oblige; them to irs outward obſervation 
by thoſe Puniſhments as he pleaſes to appoint. 
for ſuch offences as are deſtructive tothe Pub. 
lick Peace, every man that will venture the 
fear of diſcovery, or being taken, or whenever 
he thinks he can make a Party, ſtrong enough 
to defend himſelf from thoſe that would. pus 
niſh him for the brgach of them ; may ſafely, 
nay lawfully , tranſgrels them , when-ever 
the awe., or fear of the Civil Sovereign 
ceaſes. So that it is evident there doth till 
need ſome higher Law, or Principle than this 
of meer Fear of the Civil Power to make 
men honeſt, or to keep their Compa&s 
when they have made them, 1 
d. 5. To 


-y 


Conſidered, and Confuted, 467 | 


368 Mr. Hobbs's Principles 
4-4. To Conclude, Mr, H; doth fat ex- 
tis Maſter Epicuras in this rare inventi: 
'on; for that old Fellow, one would think; 
had ſufficiently ſhaken. the foundations of all 
common Peace,:and Juſtice, when he laid 
down in his ratis ſertentiis or eſtabliſhed 
ar dictates, That there is no ſuch thing 
| Vi.” Diog. as Juſtice between thoſe Nations who 
Laert. 12 Vi - - 5. | 
| & Epicuri, Either "could not, "or would: ' mot 
enter into mutual Covenants ' that - 
they ſhould not hurt, or be hurt by each other ; 
Yet however, he.thought fit to leave the force 
of thoſe:-Compatts unviolated, although there 
was no:common Power over-/'them, which 


- - mighr.keep thoſe Nations in' awe. But 


Mr. 7; that he might indulge as much as he 
could to his darling paſſion'oof Fear, hath alſo 
allowed men this Liberty, That in the ſtate of 
Nature, Compacts of mutual Fidelity may 
by right. be violated, without any other cauſe 
Bye than the fear or ſuſpicion of the Party 
afraid. 4 £ ep ie Cort ng 7 
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PRINCIPLE I% _ 


The Law of Nature is not proper ly 4 Law, un- 
leſs as it is delivered in the Holy Scriptures. 


Q. r. A" ich Principle he endeavours to 
' prove 1n his De Cive Cap. 3. Art. 
the laſt, in theſe words: But thoſe that we call 
| Laws of Nature, being nothing elſe but certain 
. concluſions underſtood by reaſon concerning the 
doing of things ; (whereas a Law properly and 
accurately ſpeaking, is the word of him that com- 
mands F-hcorih fo be done, or not done by 
others) ; they are not Laivs, properly ſpeaking, as 
they proceed from Nature : Tet as far as they are 
given by God inthe Holy Scripture, they are pro- 
perly called by the name of Laws; Which likewiſe 
he hath more briefly contrafted in his Levia- 
than, Cap. 15. in theſe words: Theſe diltates 
of Reaſon, men uſe to call by the Name of Laws, 
but improperly, for they are but Concluſions, or 
Theorems concer ning what conduceth to the con- 
fervation and defence of themſelves ; whereas 
Law properly is the word of him, that by right 
hath a command over others, But yet if' we con- 
ſider the ſame T heorems as delivered in the word 
of God, that by right commanas all things, then 
are they properly called Laws. wr 


=” d. 2. The 
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6. 2. The Reaſon for which opinion he 
gives us in his De Crve Cap. 5. r, 2,3.1n theſe 
words ; It is ſelf-manife#, that the ations of 
men ao proceed from their Will, and their Will 
from. Hope and Fear : So that as often as it 
ſoems, that agreater Good, or. leſſer Evil is like 
to happen to them, from the violation of 
Laws, men willingly violate them; therefore 
every man's hope of ſecurity and preſer- 
vation ts placed in this, that he may be able to 
prevent his Neighbour either by his own. force or 
art, openly or at unawares, Frommwhence it is 
plain, that the Laws of Nature do not preſently, 
as ſoon as they are known, give ſufficient ſecurity 
to every one of obſerving them; and therefore 
| 4s long as no caution can be obtained from the In+ 
vaſion of others , that Primitive Right muſt flill 
remain to every one, of taking Care of" himſelf 
by all the ways that he will, or can; which is the 
Right of all men, toall things, or the Right of 
War; and it ſuffices for the fulfiling of 
the Law of Nature, that any. one d be 
ready or willing to have Peace when it may be had 
with ſecurity. | bo 


. - þ- 3. So likewiſe in. his Leviathan, Chap. 
14. tho he grants that the Laws off Nature onght 
zo be obſerved, yet becanſe they are contrary to our 
Natural Paſſions, that carry us to Partiality , 
Pride, Revenge, 2nd the like, and their Cove- 
$46 | nants 
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wants without the Sword, are but Words, and 
have wo ftrength to ſecure a man at all; there- 
fore notwithſtanding the Laws of Nature, if 

- There be no' Power erected, or not great enough 
For our ſecurity, every man will, and may law- 
fully rely: on his Strength and Art, for caution a- 
gainſt. all other men. And in his 15th. Chap. 
of his Leviathan, he farther tells us, The Laws 
of Nature oblige in foro interno, that 7s to ſay, 
they bitd to a deſire that they ſhould take place: But 
un foro externo, that is, to the putting them in 
AZﬀ, not always. - For he that ſhould be modeſt 
and trattable, and perform all he promiſes in ſuch 

- time, and place, where no man elſe would do ſo, 
ſhould but make himſelf a Prey to others, and 

' procure his own certain Ruin, contrary to the 
ground of all the Laws of Nature, which tend 
ro Nature's Preſervation. 


p. 4+ Thave been the larger in giving you 
his own words in this place, becauſe I could 
not well contra&t them wichout ſpoiling his 
ſenſe; and alfo that you may the better fee 

- whether he beclearly anſwered, or not. In 
the Firſt place therefore, if it be already 
made out in the precedent Diſcourſe, that 
1n this Propoſition of endeatiowring the Common 
Good of Rational! Beings, . are contained all © 
the Laws. of Nature, and that jt doth like- 
wife appear to proceed from God, from the 

2 Nature 
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Nature of things, and thoſe Rewards and 
' Puniſhments he hath annexed to its obſeryati- 
on and tranſgreſſion : Then notwithſtanding 
what Mr. #. hath here faid,. this Law of Na- 
ture is properly a Law ; as. having all the 
conditions neceſſary thereunto : But that 
which might lead Mr. H. into this: Error, 
was, That all Writers upon this Subje&, 
thought it ſufficient to define the Law of Na- 
ture to be only a Dictate of right Reaſon, 
without deducing its Authority from God, 
as a Legiſlator; Or if they have ſuppoſed 
God the Author of it, as Suarez in his Book 
de Legibus ; and Grotins in his. des Fure Bellr & 
pacis have done: Yet they contented them- 
ſelves with ſuppoſing, that God had impreſsd 
theſe Idea's upon mens Souls, as ſo many in- 
nate Notions, which they call the- Light of 
Nature, without ſhewing us by ſome more 
plain or certain means (as our Author hath 
done in the preceding Diſcourſe) how we 
may attain to the: knowledge of this Law. 
The weakneſs; or JOE of which 
Hypotheſis being dilcovered by Mr. Z. gave 
him occaſion to ſuppoſe that the Eaw of Na- 
ture was not properly a Law, for ,want ofa 
Legiſlator 3 and farther, they. having defined 
this Law of Nature to be a diftate of gn 
reaſon, which ſeems only proper torevealed 
or Civil Laws, delivered in ſome ſet form of 

STU words, 
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words, Mr. H. hath here alſo defined a 
Law, To be the Word, or Speech of him who 
hath a Right to Command a thing to be done, or 
not to be done: And fo the Laws of Nature 
-not being delivered in any ſer form of words, 
cannot - be upon theſe grounds properly 
Laws. 


'f- 5. But I think we have already ſuffici- 
ently proved, that the Law of Nature, being 
to be colleCted' from our own Natures, and 
that of other things without us, does not con- 
fiſt.in any. ſet form of words, but in thoſe 
true-Notionsor Idea's taken from the things 
themſelves And we have already ſhown, 
that Perſons born deaf” or dumb, are capable 
of underſtanding this Law, though they 
have 'not the uſe of words. And Mr. F7. 
himſelf-before he is aware, doth ſufficiently 
confels' this. Truth in more places than one 
of | his'deCive; 'For after he hath in the laſt 
Art. of this Third Chap. denied:the Laws of 
Nature to be properly Laws, he begins his 
4th. Chap. with theſe Words. M7 
| That which is called the Natural, and Moral, 
the ſameis wont tobe alſo called the Divine Law, 
nar undeſerveaty ;| \becanſe Reaſon, which js the 
very Lan of >Natare,' is immediately given by 
(Fod'ta exery many" as the Rule of bis Aitions, 
4s alſo becauſe the Precepts of Life which are 
eulr A 4 Bb 3 thence 
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thence derived, are the ſame which are gives by 
rhe Divine Majeſty for the Laws of bis Heqguens 
ly Kingdom by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
Holy Apoſtles. Thoſe things therefore which 
may be before underſtood by Reaſon concerning the 
Law of Nature, the ſame we fhall endeavour to 
confirm from the Holy Scripture. So likewiſe 
.n his x54, Chap. Article 3. he tells us, That 
the Laws of God are declared after & Thyeefold 
manner, The Firſt of which is by the. Tacit 
Dittates of Right Reaſow: From both which 
places we may plainly collett, That if the Laws 
of Nature are Dittates of right Reafon, and if 
the Laws of God and Nature, or Reafon, are all 
one and the ſame, aud that Right Reaſon |is tbe 
very Liwof Natare, and is immediately given 
by God to every Man as a'Rule of his" Attions, it 
will likewiſe as neceſſarily follow; ' than thoſe Laws 
or DifFutes of Reaſon are atfo Divine, ſince 
they proceed from God as 4 Legiflator.: i Nor will 
it ſerve his turn toalledge; 'as he doth' un his 
Leviathan 15: Chap. 'That uhe fame Laws 
(viz.) of Nature, becauſe they oblige only 
_ to a deſire, and. endeavour (I mean an un- 
feigned and conftane\ endeavour) are: caly to 
be obſerved. . For in that he requireth: no- 
thing but endeavour; he thatendeavoureth 
their performance, as far as he'\can fulfillerh 
chem, and herhap fulfilteeh cho Laws;)is juſt 
| CORY 48. $\KRA39, Ch 
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. $,:6; | This will prove-a meer Evaſion, if 
you pleaſe to conſider, Thar unkfs'rhe Laws 
of Nature regard the outward Attions of 
men, they cannot partake of the nature of 

Laws, nor do they carry aty ——_— woog 
with them, becauſe it is impoſlible to ſeck - 
Peace with others, or to depart from our na- 
tural Rights by any internal ACt of the Mirid 
alone, wxthout outward Aftions, and moſt of 
thoſe Aftions do in their own nature necefla- 
rily "regard, and concern others befides our 
ſelves. But if he ſhould reply, that fuch 
Actions are improperly called Laws, for want 
of Rewards and Puniſhments : To this we 
may likewiſe return, That we have already 
fully proved in this Difcourſe, thar they carry 
- with them the true force of Laws, as con- 
taining all the Conditions neceffary thereun- 
to. And he himſelf in his Leviarhan, chap.z2r. 
doth exprefly acknowledge, and ſer down di- 
vers'of thoſe natural Puniſhmentrs which are 
appointed by God as natural effefts of the 
Tranſfreſfion or breach of the Law of Na- . 
ture. Which Paſſage, becaufe I have alrea- 
dy tranſcribed « in the Diſcourſe it ſelf, - 

Chap. 3. I ſhall therefore refer you thirher, 
But in ſhort, If there be no Laws of Nature 
properly ſo called, in the ftate of Nature, it 
will likewife neceſfarily foHlow, that there is 
no ſuch thing as Natural Righrs properly ſo 
Bb 4 called ; 
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called ; And ſo his Right of all men. to all 
things, and to make war upon all men, will 
be very improperly called a Right; for they 
cannot be properly ſo, but as they are grant- 
ed, or permitted us, by ſome Laws properl 
ſo called, which in this ſtate can only be thoſe 
of God, or Nature. 

0. 7. But we are weary of ſuch Contra» 
dictions, and therefore let us now farther ex- 
amine the only Reafon he brings why Ie de- 
nies their obligation to external AQts in the 
ſtate of Nature, (viz.) Becauſe we cannot be 

ſecured that others will obſerve them in thoſe 
* things which are means to our preſervation ; 

[ and therefore infers ] that every man's 
hopes of his own Security are placed in this, 
That by his own Force or Wiles he may pre- 
vent his Neighbour openly, or at unawares. 
This is that invincible Argument which ſeems 
ſtrong enough in his Judgment to deſtroy all 
outward Obligations to the whole Law of Na- 
rure. Yet I think for all thatyit is ealy enough 
to be anſwered. And therefore in the firſt 
place, we reply, Tlrat there is no need of ſup- 
poſing ſych a perfeQ& Security to be afforded 

y the Laws of. Nature concerning other 
mens obſerving them, as muſt needs be free 
from all Fear, -hefore we can he obliged to 
external AQigns. conformable to them ; _— 

| 04 ay 
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the Will of God, the firſt Cauſe, being 
known, whereby he eſtabliſhes thefe' Laws, 
there will ariſe a certain obligation to the per- 
formance of ſuch external Actions ; though 
ſome men may be ſo wicked, astobreak, or 
_ negle@ them, and to praQice evil and vio- 
lent Altions towards thoſe that 'would' ob- 

ſerve them. _—_———— 
. But I ſhall now farther prove (notwith- 
ſtanding this ObjeQtion)- that weare under a 
greater obligation: to the Laws-of Nature, 
than we are to the Civil Laws of our Coun- 
try, to whoſe external obedience he-will have 
all men whatſoever'obliged. -'Forrall Perſons, 
although they are not under the fame Com- 
monwealth, yet are all Members of the ſame 
more large Empire of God himſelf. Now it 
is moſt notorious, that thoſe that are Subjeats 
to the ſame Civil Power, cannot be perfett- 
ly ſecure, either that their Fellow-ſubjects 
will obſerve all the Civil Laws,by abſtaining 
from Murther, Robbery, or Rebellion, &c. 
or that the Civil Sovereign can, or: will al- 
ways puniſh all the Tranſgreſfſors of his Laws, 
eſpecially where FaCtionsare potent, -though 
he is. never ſo watchful over the. Publick 
Goad, + So that if to theſe-cautious Men:of 
Mr. H's Principles, it ſeems a ſufficient Rea 
ſon for their outward obligation to the Civil 
Laws, if ' it appears more probable _ = 
. i 
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Civil Sovereign both will, and can take care 
of the Authority of his Laws, by prote&ting 
the Obedient, and puniſhing the Refractory, 
than that he will forbear, or negleC&t ſo to do; 
it will likewiſe follow, That to all men who 
exerciſe true Piety, and Obedience to God's * 
Natural-Laws, their obligation: to obſerve 
them will not prove the more infirm, though 
God doth: not always preſently,” and immedi- 
ately puniſh all che Tranſgreflions and Viola- 
tions of his Natural Laws ;: 1t being a ſuffici- 
ent ſecurity to them of his Goodneſs and Fu- 
flice, fince he will certainly inflict more. ſe- 
vere Paniſhments'upon their Tranſgreflors, 
cither in this life, or in that to come, than 
any Humane Power can do upon Offenders. 
againft their Civil Laws.  -Sothat if Mr. Hs 

Argument were valid, not only the ourward 
obligation ofall Natural, but alſo of all Civil 
Laws, would be quite deftroyed ; fince in 
neither State we can be perfeAly ſecure, that 
all others will obſerye them; and indeed he 
demands. that: which is altogether impoſh- 


ble, when he requires an ablolate and per- 
fect Security concerning future voluncary 
Actions, either in'a Civil, or a Natural 
State; ' which as |fuch can be only . con- 


tingent. S 
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. 0:8, But if he will permit us to call thax 
a State of ſecurity, which 1s the moſt. free 
of any from the ear of fucure Danger , or 
Miſery, we aſlert, That God has made it ma- 
nifeftto all men, png ſigns, (which 
we have already n to be ſufficient to 
evince. our Qbligation.). thar even aut of a 
Civit Government, he {hall be much; more 
ſafe from-all ſorts: of Evil, -who ſhall moſt 
ftrialy and cooſtanaly obſerve all the Laws 
of Nature in his outward -Attions, as well 
as internal Inclinatioos , than he who ( aC+ 
cording cto\-'Mr. Hs, Dafrine) ſhall {eek 
this Sec | by: <cadrayouring tq prevent, 
and aflau nah mw 
fraud; /{; 1 4.1 


-\But-it'is "Wa when we compare ; the 
dangers, ; o} fecvrity of the ggod or juſt men; 
(which ar only; tholecweho abſerve theLaws 
of iNatmevin their ont AGtions) as alſo 
of the\wicked or cuojuſt;; who!de\-otberwile, 
ro make a/ true Ex {which of thefe 
will '-gove:i\moth; certain) fecurity;; '\chere 
is '.noe-.onty- tobe reckoned lota this' ac: 
count i\thoſe Evils| which may happen! to 
therti fromthe; Violence af:atheo men, burtalſo 
ron 4 whicks\fach; wicked:men: biting apan 
lves-by hiv icconfiang hiddrintoenſon- 
wy capt a alſa bÞciginincedioant 
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Paſſions, ſuch as Envy, Anger , Intempe- 
' Trance, ec. and moreover, all choſe'Evils, or. 
Puniſhments, which" may with : reaſon be 
feared from God,” both in this Life, and in 
that. to come ; which alſoare to be compa- 
red not in any, one 'particular caſe, or.ina 
few circumſtances only, but in all thoſe that 
may ' happen through 'the' whole: courſe. of 
their Lives ; for otherwiſe it is impoſlible, 
that-we ſhould truly judge which' courſe of 
Life, either that of conftant Juſtice or Inju- 
ſtice would: be more ſecure, But we have, 
T 'hope' already, : ſufficiently made out, 'that 
their- condition is' much-more; happy and-ſe- 
cure; who obſerve'the Laws of: Nature in the 
whole courſe of their Aftions, than thole'who 
att otherwiſe. IS 

To which I ſhall'only 'add , That: altho 
Mr, H. himſelf, when he 'treats of the ſecu- 
rity-requiſite to! tho ourward Obſervation of 
the Laws of. Natuvey doth! whollpiofilt-up- 
on a iperfect'ſecbrity) from 'tthe-Tnvaſion: of 
other men, and. affirms,;:;Becauſe it is \not to 

betad in'the State off Nature; that therefore 

as body is: obliged in that 'State'taoutward 

aftsof Juſtice, but hathſtill a right to all 

things, and ofimaking: War,upon:al}; Mien ; 

Yetin othterplacesof his :Booky-as #f he'had 

Forjzoc thirhſelf;che dothiackdowledge! {altho 
bur ſparingly):that te himſelf perecived shat 

; 4 & | F 
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there was a ſufficient Obligation-to an exter- 
nal Conformity to the'Laws of Nature; 'even 
out of a Civi Stare; left we. ſhould fall into 


other Evils beſides thoſe which maybe 'fear- 


ed from the viotence' of 'men.'/” As' for Ex- 
ample,” when he endeavours to prove in his 
De Cive,' Cap. 3. þ- 2, 3. That Faith is'to be 
kept with all'men;'he fetches his reaſon from 
hence ,*!Tha#.'he who violates his Covenant, 
commits a 'Conttadittion, which he" acknowledges 
tobe 'aw Abſurdity in Humane Contr ſation. 
And therefore, if he can admit in this'caſe, 
that it is better to obſerve, than .to' violate 
our. Covenants , leſt we :ſhould fall into a 
Contradidtion;/ what reaſon” is there, why 
we ſhouldnot allo' univerſally infer the ſame 
conſequence: from the. breach of every Law 
of. Nature, and conſequently an. Obligation 
ro albtheir outward Actions ? So thar it will 
be: better-to obſerve than 'to tranſgreſs them 
initheiStateiof' Nature; becauſe their 'Viola- 
tion-doth/#ftill imply a-Contradition.or Ab- 
ſurdity4r all Humane: Society or Converſa- 
tion ;>for whoſoever will ſeriouſly © conſider 
the'Nature:of rational Agents, will acknow- 
ledge, that all'the Felicity. poffible for chem, 
doth depend __ the; Common Good: and 
Happineſs of the whole:Syftem; ' as its ne> 
ceſlary and adeguare- Cauſe; and: therefore 
every-man ought to ſeek-both of : them roge- 
F410 ther; 
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ther; for whenſoever he tranſgreſſes - any 
Law of Nature , he then ſeparates his'own. 
private Good or Advantage, from chat of the 
publick;; which being:'contradiQory _— 
of aQing, muſt needs: ratfea Civil War; 6r 
Conteftin a mans own Conſcieace; between 
his Reaſon, and his Paſſions, . which- muſt 
 grievouſly diſturb! its Tranquility ; [which 
Evil ,. fince it alſo takes: away: bis. Peace 
agd Security , is no contemptible: Puniſh- 
ment naturally inflicted " God ſor _ 
Offences. 


$.9, I ſhall now oal propoſe . two Rea« 
ſors more, whereby I think we: miy demon - 
ſtrate the falſeneſs of this rows for -of 
Mr. H. The firſt: xs, 'That Prefumption' of 
the Civil Laws, both in-our:own;'amd all 
other Kingdoms, which ſufficiently declares 
what Judgment Civil winged (whom 
this Auchor makes: the: on! —_— right 
oft wrong)have-made of Huomaik ature'zto 
wit, that'every one'is prefutried tobe ' good, 
until che contrary :be- _— by: ſome: outs 
ward Attion, and-th out by ſufficis 
ent Proof or Teſti '$ A! fore, if 
their Judgment be-true ,;: he imuſbr;own' all 
other men ouglit not to be eftcemettas;Ene- 
mies, or ſo wicked as he' js pleaſed to ſup- 
poſe ; ; 40 that they may be: fer / peg Tory 
ille 
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killed, tho-never ſo innocent, for any pri- 
vate mans ſecurity, And this Preſumption 
is more ſtrong againſt Mr. H. becauſe he 
founds that Security , which he acknow- 
ledges to be ſufficient in Commonwealths, 
upon thoſe Puniſhments by which the Su- 
preme Powers can reſtrain all Invaders 
of other mens Rights; but it is certain, that 
no Puniſhments are inflited in Civil States, 
unleſs according to the: Sentence of ſome 
Judges, who always give Sentence according 
tothis Preſumption. This therefore is either 
a true Preſumption, and fo able to dire our 
AQtions in the State of Nature, or elſe even 
1n Commonwealths there is not to be found a 
ſufficient ſecurity by the Laws made 
and Puniſhments inflicted according to 
this Preſumption ; and ſo neither Civil Laws 
themſelves do oblige us to outward Acts, 
and thus every Commonwealth would foon 
be — But firice we are _, ras 
ublick Judgments given according to this 
Praia , do for the wow ns. rendet 
mens Lives fecure enough , and certainly _ 
much more ſafe, than if all who are arraign- 
ed at the Bar were preſumed to' be Enemies, 
and according to Mr. H's rule of prevention, . 
ſhould be all forthwith condemned to ſuffer 
as guilty ; therefore it alſo follows, that che 
private Judgments of particular mer con= 
cerning 
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cerning others, made according to this Pre- 
ſumption, do more conduce to the ſecurity 
of all men, than this Authors raſh Preſump- 
tion of the Univerſal Pravity of all men, and 
would thence perſuade us-that all others in 
the State of Nature are to be prevented, and 
ſet upon by force and fraud. | 


0. 10. A ſecond reaſon toprove, that the 
violation of the Laws of Nature, as to out- 
ward aQts, will procure us leſs ſecurity than 
their exact obſervation, may be drawn from 
hence, That Mr. H himſelf confeſſes, there 
will thence neceſſarily follow a War of all 
men againſt all; which War being once ſup- 
poled, he rightly acknowledges, that all men 
would become miſerable, and muſt preſently 
periſh: From whence it appears, that all 
ſecurity is ſought for in vain, by this mad 
ſtate ; ſothat there can remain no more hopes 
of it ;' tho, Mr. H. teaches otherwiſe in his 
de Cive, cap. 5. h-1. and Lev. cap. 13. vis. 
That in the-mutual fear of men, no body hath 
a better way of ſecurity, than by this anticipati- 
01 or prevention ; that is, every one may endea- 
wvour fo long to ſubjett all others by force or fraud, 
as he ſees any man left, of whom he ought to be- 
ware ; thatis, as long as there is one man left 
alive ; and ſo. the whole earth would 'ſoon 
become a deſart, and the common Ps 

(0 
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of mankind ; for no man can provide any 
aid or affiſtance for himſelf from other men 
in- this ſtate, becauſe Covenants of mutual 
Faith, by which alone others can be joined 
in Society with him, will not oblige to ex- 
ternal as in this ſtate, as I have ſhewed he 
acknowledges; and therefore there remains 
no ſecurity by this way of anticipation : So 
that if there be any ſecurity in Nature, I ap« 
peal' to the reaſons and conſciences of men, 
whether this is not more. likely to-be had by 
the endeavour of the common Good of Man- 
Kind, by doing good and not evil ro thoſe who 
have done us no harm, than by Mr, H.'s me- 
thod of Anticipation which can yield no ſecu- 
rity at all, 


_—_— 
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PRINCIPLE KX,. 


That the Laws of Nature are alterable at the 
.Will of the Civil Soveraign. | 


p. "EY is a natural conſequence from - 
what he hath already laid down, 

That nothing is morally good or evil in the 
ſtate of Nature , before the Inſtitution of a 
Commonwealth. Yet that you may ſee that 
I do'not_impofe upon Mr. Z. in this Aﬀerti- 
on, I will give you his own words, in his de 
C Czveg 
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Cive, Cap. 14+ Y. 9, 10. But becauſe it ariſes 
from Civil Laws, that as well every one ſhould 
have a proper Right to himſelf, diſtint# from 
that of another, as alſo that he may be forbidden 
to invade other mens Properties, it follows that 
theſe Precepts, Honour thy Parents, Thou ſbalt 
wot defraud any man in that which is appornted by 
the Laws; Thou mayeſt not kill a man whom the 
Laws forbid thee to kill ; Thou ſhalt avoid all 
Carpal Copulation forbidden by the Laws 3 Thou 
ſhalt not take away anothermans Gooas without his 
conſent ; Thou ſhalt not fruſtrate Laws and 
TFudements by falſe Witneſs , are all Civil 

aws. It is true, the Laws of Nature preſcribe 
the ſame things, but immplicity ; for the Law 
of Nature, as i ſaid before, Cap. 3. $. 2. com- 
mand» Compute to be obſerved; and therefore, 
alſo to yield Obeatence when Ubedtowce was co- 
wenanted ; and to abſtain from what is anothers, 
when it is defined by the Civil Law, what it is ; 
but all the Subjetts do Covenant from the Conſti- 
tution 0i the Commonmealth , to yield Obedience 
to his Commands, who hath the ſupream Power, 


that is to the Civil Laws, For the Law of Na- 


eure did oblige in the ſtate of Nature, where 
firſt of all where Nature gave all things to all 


men, nothing was anothers, and therefore impe 
where 


ſible to invade it 3 and in the next place, 

all things were common ; therefore alſo all Carnal 

Copulations were lawful. Thirdly , W oe 
RL thee 
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there was a ſtate of War, it was then lawful to 
kill any man. Fourthly, Where all things were 
determined by a man's own Tudgment, therefore 
; A were the Honours and Duties due to Fa- 
thers. Laſtly, Where there were no publitk 
Tudgments, therefore there was no need of gt« 
wing Teſtimony either true or falſe ; ſince there- 
fore the Obligation to obſerve thoſe Laws, is pri- 
or to the Promulgation of them, as being con« 
tained in the very conſtitution of the Common- 
wealth, by vertue of this Law of Nature, which 
probibits the violation of Compatts ; the Law 
of Nature commanas all Civil Laws to be obſer- 
ved. For where we are under an Obligation to 
Obedience, before we know what will be com- 
manded, we are there univerſally, and in all 
things obliged to _ from, whence it follows, 
That n0Civil Law which is not made in reproach 
to God, ( in reſpet# of whom , all Commons 
wealths are not at their own Diſpoſals, nor can 
be ſaid togive Laws), cannot be againſt the 
Law of Nature. For altho the Law of Na- 
ture probibitsT heft, Adultery,&c.Vet if the Civil 
Laws ſhould command you to take away any thing 
from another, or to lye with any Woman ; that is 
not Theft, Adultery, &c. For the Lacedemo- 
nians of old, when by a certain Law, they per- 
q mitted their Boys privately to take away other 
people's Goods ;, they thew commanded thoſe Goods 


not to be the Owners, but theirs who thus flole 
Cc2z them. 
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them And therefore ſuth a private taking wvas 
"20 Theft. In like maniier, the promiſciions Co- 
pulation of Sexes amongſt the Heathens, ac: 
- cording to their own Laws , were lawful Mar- 
YIABES. | | 


 f. 2. There is nothing that Mr. Z7 hath 
written more rudely and wickedly , 
wherein he more contradifts himfelf, than 
in this Aſſertion,concerning the mutability of 
the Laws of Nature, .as to outward Actions ; 
ſince he himſelf tells us immediately after, 
That the Laws of Nature are immutable and e- 
ternal ; and that - Tnjuſtice, Ingratitude, Arro- 
pance, Pride, Iniquity, Acception of Perſons, 
and the like,can never be made lawful ; for it can 
never be that War ſhall preſerve life, and Peace 
deſtroy it, But how the Laws of Nature can 
be immutable, and yet alterable as to outward 
Actions, at the Will of the Civil Soveraign, 
I cannot comprehend. 

-But fince we have already deſtroyed thoſe 
two main Principles introduCtive to this, 
(94s) That no AQtion is good or evil inthe 

ate of Nature, till either the revealed Law 
of God, or that of the Civil Soveraign hath 
made it ſo; and alſothat the Laws of Na- 
ture are not.properly Laws in the ſtate of 
Nature ; Let us now examine the only reaſon 
he. here gives us for this Aſſertion, we is 

Es ; 
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this ; That the Law of Nature which prohi- 
bits the violation of CompaGts, commands 
all Civil Laws tobe obſerved ; ſince our Q- 
bedience to the Supream Powers is one of the 
firſt CompaQts that men made at the Inſtity- 
tion of the Commonwealth; granting all 
which to be true, yet was it notablolutely, or 
in all things, that this Obedience was promi- 
ſed, butonly in ſuch as regard the publick 
good of the Commonwealth, or tend to the 
comman Good or Preſervation of Mankind ; 
for if the Civil Soveraign {ſhould make a 
Law, that every one might knock his Father 
inthe Head, when he came to ſuch an Age, 
and marry his Mother, or rob any other mag, 


tho' his deareſt Friend, of all the neceſſaries 


of Life : All theſe wicked AQtions will be- 
come lawful to - be done, nay, every man 


were obliged to do them, it the Law of 


Nature coramanded all Civil Laws to be 0b- 
{ſerved without diſtiaRion ; but he here telis 
us, That no Civil Laws can be againſt the Law 
of Nature, which are not made in aired reproach 
Zo God. And upon this Principle no Law 
can be fo, but ws directly denies his Exj- 
ſence ; ſince in his Leviathan, Ch.—he makes 
even Idolatry lawful, if it be once command- 
ed by his infallible Leviathan, the Supream 
Power : But if Mr. H. had but read and 
conſidered any ordinary Syſtem of Ethicks, 

Cc 3 he 


390 Mr. Hobbs's Principles 


he would have found, that it was one of the 
firſt Principles in that Science, that the Laws 
of Nature (like the moral Vertues) are ſo 
nearly linked, and have ſuch an inſeparable 
dependance upon each other, that the firſt 
and prior Laws of Nature can never be con- 
tradied by the latter, or ſecondary. And 
therefore tho” it is true, that CompaQts are 
to be obſerved by rhe Law of Nature, and 
that Obedience to the Commands of the Ci- 
vil Soveraign,is one of thoſe CompaQts which 
men make when they inſtitute, and enter 
into a Commonwealth, or Civil State ; yet 
were thoſe Promiſes of Obedience only made 
concerning ſuch things, which the Laws of 
Nature haye commanded, or permitted to 
be done, in order to the common good of 
rational Beings. I grant therefore , That 
the Civil Laws of every Commonwealth , 
as they may appoint what outward Rewards 
or Pyniſhments they pleaſe for the Obſervati- 
on or Tranſgrefſion of the Law of Nature ; 
' andalſo in order to this end may ordain what 
outward ACQts ſhall be called Murder, Adul- 
tery, Theft, &c. yet doth it not therefore 
follow, That they have a Power to alter the 
Nature of all moral ACtions, and fo make a 
new Law of Nature; tho* K own they may 
enlarge or reſtrain their exerciſe in ſome par- 
ut fince this 


ticular Actions or Inſtances. | 
is 
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is beſt cleared by examples, I ſhal! here give 
you ſome of each ſort. Fir, Therefore: tho” 
our Laws give leave to men to converſe 
alone with married Women without: any 
Crime, yet in divers Countries it isnot fo, 
But whoever is found alone in the Company 
of another man's Wife without his leave , 
 itis lawful for the Husband to kill them both; 
becauſe ſuch private Congreſſes being 
eſteem'd as bad as downright Adultery, the 
Puniſhment of ir is left as it was 1n the ſtate 
of Nature, to the diſcretion of the Husband : 
But doth it therefore follow, That the Su- 
pream Power _ make a Law, whereby 
it may be lawful for a Husband to kill every 
man that ſhould but happen to look upon 
his Wife, becauſe he may. at the ſame time 
commit Adultery with her in his heart ? 
So likewiſe by our Law, the Husband is to 
beeſteemed the Father of all Children which 
his Wife ſhall bring forth, if he were within 
che Exgliſh Nominions at the time when the 
Child was Begot, though he were at that 
ſame time an Hundred Miles off, and though 
the Mother ſhould afſure che Child, that 
not her Husband , but another man: were 
really his Father ; Yet is not ſuch a Child 
obliged to - believe her, or to pay any Duty 
or reſpect to that Perſon, though he be really 
| his Father: But will it therefore follow, 
CCc4 that 
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that the King and Parliament may makea 
- ever ſhould Ho- 


Law, That no Child whatl 0 
Nour and oY his Parents. But to come to 
the Author's laſt inftance of the Lacedemzoni- 

au Boys ; I will agt depy but it might be law- 
| Ful for the Spartans (asthe Egyprians likewiſe 

_ did)to make a Law, 1 hat private Thefts com- 

mitted without diſcovery, or violence ta 

mens Perſons, ſhould not only alter the Pro- 

_ perty in the things ſtolen, bu alſo paſs unpu- 

niſhed ; fince this may. very well conſiſt 
with the Publick Peace and ſafety of the 
People, and may allo tend to the Publick 
good of the Commonwealth ; fince it might 
not only make men more careful of their 
Goods, bnt might alſo ſerve to make thoſe 

Boys more crafty, ſecret, and undertaking in 

greater matters, when they ſhould come to 
e men ; which as Plutarch tells us, was the 

main reaſon why Licerges made this Law : 

But does it therefore. follow, that either the 

Lacedemonians or Egyptians might haye 

made it Lawful for Thieves and Robbers to 

aſſault a!l mens Perſons, and take away their 

Goods by Force, or to Rob men of thoſe 

things (ſ\uch as Food and Rayment) which 

are abſolutely neceſſary for Human Life, or 
that ſuch a Law could ever have been 
made prafticable, or have been oblerved, 
withont the abſolute dyllalution of the Civil 
| OVeETrn- 
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Government? Whereas if Mr. H. had but 
coalidered the diſtintion berween that Natu- 
- ral and Civil Froperty, which we have 

made out in the fir{t ap. of the preceding 
Diſcourſe, he had never fallen into this Er- 
ror, of ſuppoiing all Theft or Robbery what- 
ſoever to become Lawful, if once ordained fo 
by the Supreme Power. | 


$. 3. Iſhall give you but one inſtance more 
from the: Laws of our own Kingdom ,. by 

= xj emed, That who- AFP" 
ever {hall relieve a way-going 3 7-Jzcovr 
Beggar, ſhall forfeit Ten thillings the 

tothe Poor of the Pariſh ; which Law was 
made for the Publick Good, and to prevent 
Wandering , Idleneſs, and Beggary in the 
| Poorer ſort of People. But doth it therefore 
follow, that it might be Lawful for the Kin 

and Parliament to make a Law acainiF all 
Charity, or Relief of the Poor whatſoever ? 
So that you may {&, "that no Civil Laws 
whatſoever, .can lay any obligation upon 
mens Conſciences, but as they either regard 
the publick Good of the Commonwealth , 
or the more general good of all Rational 
Beings. 


$. 4. But whether Mr. H. fell into this Er- 
ror for want of a due knowledge and conſide- 
Tatlion 
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| Tation of this great Law of Nature; or elſe 
out of a deſire to flatter all Civil Sovereigns, 
is hard to determine ; though it be very ſuf- 
pitious, that he did it rather out of deſign 
than ignorance ; fince he teaches us in his de 
Cive,and Lev. That Princes being free from a!l 
Promiſes and Compatts to their Subjefts,may 
diſpoſe of their Lives and Fortunes at their 
pleaſure, and therefqre can do them no 10ju- 
Ty, though they treat them never ſo cruelly, 
becauſe he is in reſpe& of them Riill in the 
ſtate of Nature ; by which means he at once 
endeavours to deſtroy all Virtue andGoodneſs 
in Princes, and all Reverence and Reſpett in 
the minds of their Subjefts ; and makes -no 
difference between a Nero or Caligula, and a 
Tr jan or an Anutonine. And conſequential to 
this, he likewiſe makes the will of the Su- 
preme Power, though perhaps but one fingle 
man, to be the only meaſure of Good and 
Evil, Juſt and UnjW:.So that whatever he 
Commands or Forbids, uſt immediately be 
look*d uponas Good or Evil, becauſe he hath 
Commanded it, or Forbidden it ; by which 
means, Princes would have no other Rules 
left them of thetr Moral, or Politick Acti- 
ons, but their own Arbitrary Humours, or 
Wills: Which if it were ſo, men would be 
in a much worſe condition under the Power 


of this irreſiſtible Leviarhayn, than they were 
in 
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10 the ſtate of Nature ;- ſince a man is in 
more danger, as to his Life and Fortune, 
who is at the Mercy of one Cruel and unrea- 
ſonable man, who commands an Hundred 
thouſand men, than he who was before in 
_—_— of. the violence of an Hundred thou- 
{and ſingle men in the ſtate of Nature, ſince 
it was Lawful for him to have provided for 
his own ſecurity by combination with others, 
which in a Civil Rate it is upon his Principles 
unlawful to do; though I confeſs, not being 
true tothem, he leaves every mana Right of 
- ſelf.defence, or Reſiſtance, even under a 
Civil Government whenever he is ſtrong 
enough to Rebel, or Reſiſt the Magiſtrate, 
by which means he takes away with one 
hand, all that he had before beſtowed with 
' the other. h 452 
$. Fi But I think I have now ſufficient! 

expoſed the Falſeneſs; well as Wickedneſs 
of thoſe Principla&* And though I will not 
be ſo uncharitable as to affirm, that either 
Mr. H., or all his Followers, either did, or 
would always a& according to them, (yer as 
Cicero long {ance obſerved in his Offices) the 
have more reaſon to thank the natural good- 
neſs and generoſity of their own Natures, 
than the DoFtrines they haye embraced, if 
they do not. Butif I have been too tedious 
; if 
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in the performance, I hope the Reader will 
pardon me, if theſe pernicious Principles are 
{ufficiently Confuted at laſt, fince it is im- 
poſſible for any man to judge of their Truth 
or Falſchood, without firſt conſidering the 
Author's Opinion, in his own words, and 
then ſtritly examining the reaſons he brings 
for them ; which could not well be contrat- 
edinto a leſs compaſs. But having not on- 
Iy, I hope, laid foundations for a more ſolid 
building in the precedent Diſcourſe ; bat alſo 
cleared off that Rubbiſh in this ſecond Part, 
that might obſtruQ its Evidence in the minds 
of all Candid and indifferent Readers ; I ſhall 
therefore beſeech God, the great Ruler of 
mens hearts and affetions, That what we 
have faid in this Treatiſe, may have that good 
effect, as if not to produce, yet at leaſt to 
increaſe true Piety towards God, and good 
Will and Charity among men. 


_—_ — 
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IV. The Duke of Lorrain, and the Duke of Schomberg. 
V. The Duke of Lorrain, and the Ele&or Palatine. 
VI. Lewis the XIVth;, and the Marquis de Lowwoir. 
VII. The Advoyer of Berne , and the Chief Syndic of 
Geneva, VIII.- Cardinal Ottoboni, and the Duke de 
Chaulnes. IX. The Young Prince Abafti, and Count 


Teckely. 

A "wy Plam, Short, and Compleat French and 
Eygliſh Grammarz whereby the Learner may attain 
in few Months to Speak and Write French Correctly, 
as they do now in the Court of France. And wherein 
all that is Dark, Superfluous, and Deficient in other 
Grammars, is Plain, Short, and Methodically ſuppli- 
ed. Alſo very uſeful to Strangers, that are defirous tg 
learn the Engliſh Tongue : For whoſe ſake is added a 
Short, but very Exact Engliſh Grammar. The Second 
Edition. By Peter Berault. 
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